
On Tuesday, May 17, the Brunswick CSD community will vote on a proposed 2016-
17 school budget that maintains academic programs while maximizing resources.
The $23,105,290 budget increases spending by $679,315 over the current year and 

requires an estimated .89% increase in the tax levy. The proposed budget is within 
the District’s Property Tax Cap and is the lowest tax levy increase in seven years. 

Although assessment and equalization rates will not be known until August, the 
district estimates the average Brunswick property owner with a home market value 
of $200,000 would pay $2.81 per month more next school year to finance educa-
tion. This is a base increase and does not reflect any STAR or other exemptions (or 
legislative rebate checks) a homeowner may be entitled to.

 “This budget not only allows the district to provide our students with a strong 
educational program, it does so with the lowest tax levy increase in seven years,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Angelina Maloney.  

This is the result of the development of a conservative budget that includes 
retirement savings, ongoing consortium savings, and $10,000 in energy savings. In 
addition, grants are also helping fund education initiatives.  

A Capital Outlay Project of $100,000 is also included to address facility needs 
and $30,000 to retain an architect to begin planning for the next capital project.

The budget also approves the district purchasing two 60-passenger buses as part 
of the district’s bus replacement program. The district is reimbursed with 68% state 
aid for the bus purchase. 

Voting will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 17 in the 
multipurpose gym.
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Budget Helps Qualify 
Homeowner for Refund
The property tax rebate replaces 
the more well-known property tax 
freeze credit that provided prop-
erty tax rebate checks to eligible 
taxpayers in 2014 and 2015. This 
rebate applies to the years 2016 
through 2019 and is for home-
owners who receive the STAR 
exemption and who live in school 
districts that pass budgets at or 
below their tax levy cap. Because 
the District stayed within its tax cap 
this year, eligible taxpayers making 
less than $200,000 a year should 
receive a rebate check for $185 
from New York State in the fall.

BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, May 17
8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Multipurpose Gymnasium

2016 – 2017 
Budget Summary

Proposed Budget: 
$23,105,290

Budget to-Budget Increase: 
$679,315

Tax Levy Increase: 
.89% 



Next Steps – Capital Project
District officials and the Board of Education are continuing to develop a 

future capital improvement project that would address renovations and 
upgrades at the elementary and secondary school. At this time, the district 
is still in the preliminary stages of developing the project and a vote date has 
not been determined. 

“Our goal is to develop a capital improvement project that is fiscally prudent for 
taxpayers, addresses much needed repairs and ensures the best academic 
opportunities for students,” said Dr. Maloney. 

Details about the capital improvement project will be shared as information 
becomes available, and a detailed newsletter will be mailed to each resident. 
Residents are encouraged to email questions about the capital improve-
ment project to Communications Specialist Kristin LaPlante at klaplante@ 
brunswickcsd.org. Questions will be answered in 2-3 days and answers will 
be posted to the capital improvement page on the district website.  

Long-Term Bus Replacement Plan
The District is continuing the long-term 
bus replacement plan and purchasing two 
60-passenger busses. The local cost for both 
buses would be approximately $76,800. The 
district pays a little more than 32% of the total 
cost because New York State reimburses the 
district for 68% of bus purchases. 

The district purchases school buses as 
part of its long-term bus replacement plan 
to keep the district’s fleet in safe, working 
order. New buses replace old buses based 
on the vehicle’s mileage, age, repair history 
and condition.

As buses age they become 
more costly to maintain and less 
efficient to run. Older buses can 
average only about six miles per 
gallon while new buses should 
average closer to 10 miles per 
gallon. That difference can add 
up to considerable savings 
given the number of miles our 
school buses travel each year.

In addition to transporting stu-
dents to and from school each 
day, New York State requires 
the district to provide trans-
portation to students living in 
district who attend private and 
parochial schools within 15 
miles of their home.

District Appointed 
Student Board Member

Tamarac senior Kathleen Renna serves 
as the student board member for the 
2015-16 school year. In her role as stu-
dent representative, Renna participated 
in every board meeting as a non-voting 
board member, shared student interests 
and perspectives.

Renna has always been involved in 
student government and wanted to learn 
more about the processes and structure 
of the school. 

“I’ve learned about some of the eco-
nomic and school policies mandated by 
our school and the state,” said Renna. 
“My goal was to learn as much as I could, 
and provide this information to my peers 
to improve student awareness of district 
issues.”

“Adding a student member to the 
Board has been one of the best moves 
we ever made.  The previous president, 
Matt Wade, himself a Tamarac alum, gets 
a ton of credit for pushing that change,” 
said Board President Mike Fortun. “Kath-
leen has been a great board member, she’s 
kept us informed about what’s currently 
happening in the student body, and has 
added an important perspective to our 
discussions.” 

Renna is enrolled in Questar III’s New 
Visions Scientific Research & World 
Health Program, President of High School 
Student Senate, a member of the Master-
minds team, in 4-H and played Varsity 
Volleyball.

“ Brunswick has 12 buses 

that travel 330,000 miles 

annually during bus 

runs, sports trips, runs 

to BOCES programs and 

privates schools.”
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Tamarac Elementary School
•  Average classroom size: 20-22 

students
•  120 minutes of English Language 

Arts each day for K-5 
•  330 minutes of core instruction 

(Math, Reading, Science/Social 
Studies) each day

•  Specials (Art, Music, Physical 
Education and Library) 

•  Afterschool activities: BEEP, 
Aftercare 

•  Four sections for each grade 
(Kindergarten currently has five 
sections)

•  Additional Staffing for AIS & 
additional Teaching Assistant

What Does a Brunswick Education Look Like?
Here are some examples of what our schools will continue to provide next year:

High School
•  Average classroom size: 20
•  3 AP Classes: English Language and Composition, 

Environmental Science, US History
•  16 college-credit classes
•  Sequence in Art, including classes in: Drawing & 

Painting, Digital Photography, Studio in Art and 
Advanced Art and Photography

•  Music Opportunities include: Chorus, Band, 
Jazz ensemble, Choralaires and Comprehensive 
Foundations of Music

•  Extra-Curricular Activities, including: Key 
Club, National Junior Honor Society, National 
Honor Society, SADD, Ski Club, Student Senate, 
Yearbook, Masterminds, Olympics of the Visual 
Arts, Science Club, Book Club, Movie Production 
and Russian Club.

Middle School
•  Average classroom size: 18
•  Music opportunities for 

all students beyond what 
is mandated

•  Advanced classes in Math 
and Science

•  Extra-Curricular 
Activities, including: Kids 
Care Club, Music Club, 
Builders Club, Musical 
Production, National 
Junior Honor Society, Ski 
Club, Science Club and 
Book Club.

The Board of Education is proud to 

announce it has appointed Lindsay Mor-

ris as the next principal of Tamarac Ele-

mentary School, beginning July 1, 2016. 

Morris is currently the Assistant Principal 

at Mary E. Dardess Elementary School in 

Chatham Central School District, and she 

is replacing Tamarac Elementary Principal 

Karen Lederman, who is retiring at the end 

of the school year.

“I am extremely honored to be named 

the Elementary Principal of Brunswick 

(Brittonkill) Central School District,” said 

Morris. “It is important to me that every-

one who steps through our doors-staff, students, and parents 

are as excited to be here as I am! This will enable us to meet 

the challenges of academic excellence in a positive, fun and 

nurturing environment.”

Mrs. Morris began her teaching career in the Jennie Moore 

Elementary School in South Carolina teaching multiage K-2 

from 2001 to 2006, before moving on to Veeder Elementary 

School where she taught 2nd grade from 2006 to 2007. She 

taught 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades at Mayfield Elementary from 2006 

to 2012, and completed her administrative internship there in 

2013. Mrs. Morris has served in the Chatham Central School 

District since 2014, when she began as 

an assistant principal at Mary E. Dardess 

Elementary School.

“I look forward to meeting and interact-

ing with the staff, students, and families of 

Tamarac Elementary, and to continue the 

work of Mrs. Lederman in creating a stim-

ulating learning environment,” said Morris.

Mrs. Morris has a Bachelor of Science 

in Elementary Education from State Uni-

versity of New York College at Potsdam, a 

Master of Science in Educational Admin-

istration with concentration of Curriculum 

Instruction from Lesley University, and an 

Advanced Graduate Certificate from MCLA Leadership Academy.

“We are so excited to welcome Lindsay to our Tamarac. She 

is a talented, enthusiastic and a committed educator that was 

selected from a comprehensive interview process that included: 

parents, teachers, support staff, administrators and the BOE,” 

said Superintendent Dr. Angelina Maloney.

“Lindsay has a very strong instructional background and 

knows how to advance the learning environment of both stu-

dents and staff. I am confident she will be a great fit and will 

build upon the strengths of the Tamarac elementary community,” 

said Dr. Maloney.

BOE Appoints Elementary Principal
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Board of Education Candidates
This year there are four people running for four seats on the Board of Education. There are three 3-year and one 1-year, unpaid 
terms. The candidates will appear on the ballot in the following order as determined by random drawing.

The Secondary Odyssey of the Mind team took first place in the No-Cycle Recycle Div II at the state tournament in Bing-
hamton, and are headed to World Tournament at Iowa State University, May 25-May 28.

Margaret McCarthy
Having spent twenty years in education, 
I hold degrees in Reading, Elementary 
Education, Psychology and business. I 
worked as a Reading Teacher in Brittonkill, 
and in early literacy, family literacy and 
adult education programs. Prior to my 
career in education, I spent many years 
in hospital administrative positions. My 
husband, Edward, is retired from the 
Watervliet Arsenal. We have two children 

who graduated from Brittonkill: Moira, an Orthopedic Surgeon in NYC 
and Edward (wife Sara) and (Henry our grandson) also live in Manhattan. 
I am seeking a second term on the BOE.

Jack Roddy
I am the Director of Sales and Marketing at 
The Desmond Hotel in Albany NY, and have 
been a member of the Brittonkill school 
board since 2012. I have been President 
of Meeting Professionals International of 
Northeastern New York and currently serve 
as President of The Albany Kiwanis Club. 
My wife Pam and I have lived in Brunswick 
since 1982 and have three children John 
32, Caitlin 28, and Aaron 17 who is a junior 

at Tamarac High as well as two grandchildren Carly 5 and Mackenzie 2.

Leah Wertz
I am a lifelong educator who has devoted 
her career to helping children and young 
adults. With a collegiate background 
in English Education, Communications, 
Counseling and Administration. I have 
been educated and employed in the public 
sector. I am currently a school counselor 
with nearly 30 years of experience in 
schools in New York, Pennsylvania and 
Texas. My husband John Domurad and I 

have lived in the area since 1999, and have one son, Jackson, Tamarac 
Class of 2021. I value independent thinkers, strong citizenship, being 
fiscally responsible and empowering students as self-directed learners 
in our global society.

Judy Wienman
I was born and raised in Illinois. I have 
lived in New York for 30 years, 10 of which 
have been in Brunswick. My wife is Rabbi 
Debora Gordon and together we adopted 
four children who attend Tamarac schools. 
I completed a masters degree from Illinois 
State University in English and went to 
work as a Business Agent for SEIU Local 
73. I returned to school and completed a 
second masters from the University of 

Illinois Springfield where I trained as a family therapist. I am currently 
retired and part owner of a goat farm here in Brunswick.
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Brunswick CSD Budget Notice
School Districts are required by law to mail this information to all households within the district. If you 
would like additional information about the budget, please call the District Office at 279-4600 ext. 2604.
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  Proposed  
Revenue Budget 2015-16 2016-17 Change ($) Change( %)

Tax Levy $12,008,066 $12,114,735 $106,669 0.89%

State Aid 8,951,909 9,622,055 670,146 7.49%

Other Revenue 816,000 718,500 -97,500 -11.95%

Fund Balance 650,000 650,000 0 0.00%

Grand Totals $22,425,975 $23,105,290 $679,315 3.03%

REVENUES:
Where money comes from to pay for Brunswick Central Schools

EXPENSES:
How money is spent at Brunswick Central Schools

  Proposed  
 Account Group 2015-16 2016-17 Change ($) Change (%)

Instruction $10,700,366 $11,093,896 $393,530 3.68%

Employee Benefits 5,846,000 6,099,000 253,000 4.33%

Interfund Transfers 1,752,561 1,752,561 0 0%

Youth Programs (ChildCare) 74,520 76,530 2,010 2.70%

General Support 2,761,822 2,768,103 6,281 .23%

Transportation 1,290,706 1,315,200 24,494 1.90%

Grand Totals $22,425,975 $23,105,290 $679,315 3.03%

Tax Levy 
52.5%

State Aid 
41.6%

Other 
3.1%

➤

Fund Balance 
2.8%

REVENUES: EXPENSES:

➤

Instruction 
48%

Employee Benefits 
26.4%

➤

Transportation 
5.7%

➤

General 
Support 

12%

Interfund Transfers 
7.6%

Other 
0.3%

➤

— 6 —



Three Part Budget
The state requires school districts to present 
their annual budget in three parts: administrative, 
program and capital – and compare them to 
last year’s amounts. The three part breakdown 
is as follows:

PROGRAM 2015-16 2016-17

Amount 15,988,614 16,681,111
% of total 71% 72%
Program costs include the salaries and benefits 
of all teachers and staff delivering pupil services 
(health, guidance, library and athletics). Also, 
textbooks, instructional materials, equipment, 
extracurricular student activities, BOCES pro-
gram costs, and all costs of the transportation 
program except bus purchases.

ADMINISTRATIVE  2015-16 2016-17

Amount 2,612,501 2,607,252
% of total 12% 11%

Administrative costs include the salaries and 
benefits of all certified staff who spend 50% 
or more of their time in administration, plus 
the salaries and benefits of clerical staff. Also, 
school board costs, curriculum development, 
tax collection, legal and auditing costs, central 
data processing, BOCES administrative costs, 
research, planning and evaluation.

CAPITAL 2015-16 2016-17

Amount 3,824,860 3,816,927
% of total 17% 17%

Capital costs include the salaries and benefits of 
maintenance and custodial staff, plus debt ser-
vice, bus purchases, utilities, general insurance, 
tax certiorari and other court-ordered costs.

Program 
72%

Administrative 
11%

Capital 
17%

➤

Student Achievement
•  96% of the Class of 2015 went on to college or vocational school.

•  96% of the class of 2015 earned regents diploma or higher.

•  The Class of 2016 have been accepted to prestigious colleges such as Quinnipiac, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Rochester Institute of Technology, Syracuse 
University, University of North Carolina Charlotte, University of Rhode Island 
and Villanova.

•  High School students Zoe Gliosco, Sarah Harris and Kathleen Renna had artwork 
that was chosen for the 27th Annual Questar III High School Invitational Art Exhibit 
at the Marvin Library Learning Commons at Hudson Valley Community College.

•  The High School Chorus, Steel Drum Band, Middle School Jazz Band, and Middle 
School Select Choir were chosen to participate in the New York State School Music 
Association’s Music in Our Schools Month concert series where state legislators 
and representatives are invited in an attempt to highlight some of the benefits to 
school music programs.

•  Tamarac Elementary Select Choir performed in the Capital District Youth Chorale’s 
“2nd Choral Invitational Concert.”

•  The boys’ basketball and girls’ indoor track and basketball team were all names 
as Scholar Athlete Teams by the New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association. To receive the honor, each team had to earn a GPA of 90% or better 
for the quarter.

•  The following students were recognized as Wasaren League All Stars: Logan 
Brunick and Matt Fox for Wrestling, and Max Schneider and Emily LaPlante for 
Indoor Track.

Tamarac High School student Zoe Gliosco received an Honorable Mention Award 
for her graphite piece “Social Hierarchy Represented in Birds” at the 26th Annual 
Questar III  High School Art Invitational.

— 7 —



NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Albany, NY

Permit No. 934

CURRENT RESIDENT

Produced by Questar III Communications Service

Brunswick Central School District
3992 NY Route 2
Troy, New York 12180

Board of Education
Michael Fortun, President
Leah Wertz, Vice President
Andrew Casale
Darren Galipeau
Anthony Grab
Margaret McCarthy 
Kevin Murphy
Jack Roddy 
Judy Wienman

Superintendent
Dr. Angelina Maloney

Assistant Superintendent  
for Business
Lyn Derway

Voter Information
What am I voting on?
A $23,105,290 budget for the 2016-17 school year and four candidates for the 
school board.

When and where is the vote?
Tuesday, May 17 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the multipurpose gymnasium.

Who is eligible to vote?
Anyone who is a U.S. citizen, 18 years or older, and a resident of the Brunswick 
(Brittonkill) Central School District for at least 30 days prior to the vote.

How can I vote by absentee ballot?
Qualified district residents who are unable to go to the polls on May 17 can 
cast their votes by absentee ballot. For an application, visit the district website 
or call the District Office at 279-4600 ext. 2604. If the ballot is to be mailed, 
the application must be received by May 10. If the ballot is to be delivered in 
person, the application must be received by May 16. All completed ballots must 
be received by the district clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 17.

What if I have questions?
Additional information about the budget is posted on the districts website, http://
brittonkill.k12.ny.us/district/business-office/budget/. For further information, 
please call the District Office at 279-4600 ext. 2604.

www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us     www.facebook.com/brittonkill     https://twitter.com/BrittonkillCSD

I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Tamarac won the Viking Challenge Com-
petition held at Hudson Valley Commu-
nity College on March 16. This is the 
second year in a row that the Tamarac 
team has won the competition. From 
left: Anthony Catricala, Kieran Sullivan 
and Kathleen Renna.


