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District 117 Stakeholders,  

 

The following is an update on the proactive plans and steps CHSD117 has taken in response to COVID-19, commonly 

known as Coronavirus. The District continues to monitor the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and the Lake County Health Department (LCHD) for the latest updates. We 

are also in communication with our sending schools as we all try to stay ahead of this evolving situation. According to 

state and federal health officials, the pandemic has progressed. According to the Illinois Department of Health and the 

Centers for Disease Control, the risk of transmission in our schools continues to be low. We do know, however, that 

community spread is occurring in various parts of the United States, including our state and county.  

 

Health officials continue to acknowledge a lot remains unknown about COVID-19’s epidemiology and its impact on 

humans; many credible sources indicate we (schools) should proceed on the assumption the virus will spread more 

broadly and eventually reach our communities and schools. They also tell us the best time to implement policies to slow 

the spread of the virus is now before we begin to see cases in our schools. Acting now will allow families time to discuss 

this continually changing situation and to make informed decisions and subsequent adjustments. 

 

For now, the most important thing you can do to protect yourself and your children is to follow the standard preventive 

practices. There are several steps that students, staff and community members can take to minimize the spread of all 

respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, according to the Illinois Department of Public Health: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an 

alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.  

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

● Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

● Stay home when you are sick.  

● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.  

● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  

● Consult with your healthcare provider about getting an influenza vaccination if you haven’t already done so.  

 

It is important to note exposure to COVID-19 can occur from any person-to-person contact and is not limited to a 

particular race or ethnicity. More information about COVID-19 is available from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention at www.cdc.gov. The Illinois Department of Public Health also has information available on its website, 

including a coronavirus hotline, at www.idph.illinois.gov. 
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Additionally, and consistent with other area school districts and public institutions, to help mitigate the growing risk of 

transmission, we will begin instituting a series of policies and practices based on the concept of social distancing.  In an 

effort to slow or prevent the spread of a variety of infectious diseases, intentional steps to limit human social interaction 

MAY be enacted after spring break, March 30, 2020. Our goal is to rationally limit the number of events that require 

stakeholders to gather in large groups or spend extended periods of time in close proximity with each other.  

 

To achieve this goal, CHSD 117, in coordination with our sender school districts, is considering the precautionary steps to 

reasonably limit large student gatherings and crowds, such as pep assemblies, large enclosed athletic and activity events, 

and concerts when possible; we understand this will not be possible or feasible for all events. As an alternative, the 

District will live stream as many events as possible. We will continue to support, where possible, and subject to 

appropriate restrictions, events, and activities that require physical presence. These measures are being taken to help 

ensure the health and well-being of our students, faculty, and staff, and to decrease any potential impact on the larger 

community.  

 

Educating students is naturally a group process and often involves relatively close contact and interaction with others. 

We recognize these are extraordinary times requiring exceptional measures to deal with a health risk that affects us all. 

We are also applying to the Regional Office of Education for clearance to use eLearning days as an alternative way of 

partially meeting our academic and other programmatic requirements while being consistent with the practice of social 

distancing. Approval of eLearning by the ROE will allow the District to partially meet the academic requirements 

remotely. 

 

To protect the health of our community, we will also restrict District-sponsored international travel for the month of 

March. We are working with students and families impacted by this protective measure. Future District-sponsored travel 

will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. The District also requests that students and staff report any signs or symptoms 

(fever, coughing, and shortness of breath) of infection to our school nurses.  

 

If the District becomes aware of staff or student exposure or probable, presumptive cases of COVID-19, staff, students, 

and parents/guardians will be notified through our messaging system and be advised about any plans that could 

potentially interrupt our programming. We are in regular contact with health officials. At this time, the Illinois 

Department of Public Health has not recommended the District cancel or reschedule classes. 

 

The District is also working with its facilities management team to ensure cleaning and disinfecting processes are 

thorough for both our school facilities and buses. Multiple cleaning strategies are currently being employed to achieve 

the deepest and most effective clean possible. We are also working with staff to answer any questions or concerns 

regarding further protective measures. 
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We understand these and other measures will cause significant disruption and inconvenience to the normal operations 

of our schools, but we strongly believe that actions taken now will have the greatest chance of decreasing risk. 

Furthermore, we are actively working to mitigate the potential consequences of not acting could far outweigh these 

short-term disruptions. We will continually reassess District practices and policies and communicate any changes as 

early as circumstances permit. 

 

We understand people may have different views about how to respond to the risks and uncertainties we face, but we 

ask all of you to join in supporting these policies, which address a threat affecting us all. Thank you for your patience and 

assistance as we work through this evolving situation.  

 

The District will continue to work closely with LCHD regarding the Coronavirus and other infectious diseases, and we will 

continue to share important information with you as it becomes available. Again, student, staff, and stakeholder health, 

safety, and well-being are our highest priorities. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Jim McKay 

Superintendent 
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