
  

  Superintendent’s Corner  
 

    As we do our best to close down this unprecedented school year, we want to thank our teachers, parents, students, everyone 
for helping us get through this pandemic continuous learning event.  It has been odd to say the least.   

 

    At this point we are planning to open school as scheduled next fall.  The calendar will be coming out in July and we are 
hopeful that we can proceed with a normal school year.  That said, we are making alternative plans just in case! 

 

    This summer, you will once again see a bevy of activity in the buildings, as we continue to maintain and improve our facili-
ties.  Last summer we did over a million dollars in improvements and we have about $750,000 in projects slated for this sum-
mer.  We will be replacing the carpet on the walls in the elementary building and will be changing the carpeted walls in the junior 
high to plaster.  All hallway floor carpeting will be replaced as well as changing the tile floors in the restrooms and gym entrance 
to an epoxy finish. We will also be fixing the drainage near the playground as well as expanding the rubber mulched play ar-
ea.  Even though those things are important, the main thing we are doing at NLC is adding air conditioning to the gym, as well as 
replacing the wall carpeting with safer padded walls.   

 

    At the high school, we completed the repair of the long jump runway and  will complete phase 2 of the parking lot repair with 
a complete chip and seal, oil, and newly painted parking stalls. We will also remodel the locker rooms, making the south locker 
room for boys and the north one for girls.  This allows us to add larger football lockers in the south room and be able to supervise 
the entire team in one place. The torn padding on the stage will also be replaced, and lastly we will continue to remove carpeting 
from the hallway and office walls replacing it with hardened sheetrock. As always we will continue to paint and repair floors and 
walls as needed with $40,000 budgeted. It is my opinion that if we are going to ask for your support in a bond issue, we must 
demonstrate continued maintenance and upkeep. Projects start on May 26 with a July 31 finish date.   

 

    Thank you for your continued support of USD 251. 

    Mike Mathes 

 

 

The COVID -19 pandemic has taken everyone into unprecedented times.  USD 251 has provided meals for district children since 

mid-March.  Faculty have worked to provide continuous learning opportunities for our students through online learning and 

learning packets.  This has been a time of learning and adapting for all of us! 

 

Monday, May 18 will be the last day for Meal and Packet distribution.   

Pick up locations are: 

NLC Elementary School 11:30-12:30 and 5:30-6:30 

Allen Sr. Center 11:30-11:45 

Admire Community Center 12:00-12:15 

Reading Performance Sports 11:30-11:45 

 

 

Thursday, May 21 is designated for students to return materials – Chromebooks, textbooks, library books, uniforms, etc.  

Materials should be returned at the student’s respective school -  NLC Elementary and NHHS -  from 1:00-7:00. 
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NHHS Summer School is tentatively scheduled at Nor thern Heights High School from May 26 until June 19 from 8:30 – 

11:30 each day. NHHS Summer School is held for students needing credit recovery to keep them on track for graduation.  This 

time is beneficial for students as it allows for better focus with less distractions.   Students who will need to attend NHHS Sum-

mer School will be contacted by Mrs. Peggy Fort, Principal.   

NLC Elementary Kickstart will be held at NLC Elementary from July 27 until August 7 from 8:30 – 11:30 each day.    

Kickstart is held for students who have met qualifying criteria.  Faculty then determine the skills that each student should focus 

on to help them to be successful in the upcoming school year.    Kickstart helps students to achieve their academic goals by al-

lowing for extra help, to close the summer learning slide, and to reinforce essential skills.  Students who qualify for Kickstart 

will receive notification by Mr. Corey Wiltz via postal mail later this month.    

Kindergarten Jumpstart  - USD 251, North Lyon County, is pleased to offer Kindergarten Jumpstart, made possible with the 

Mobilizing Literacy Grant.  Kindergarten Jumpstart is open to incoming USD 251 kindergarteners for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  Kindergarten Jumpstart will be held at NLC Elementary from August 3 until August 7 from   12:30 – 3:30 each day.     

Kindergarten Jumpstart will focus around early literacy skills.  Attention will also include building relationships and setting and 

reinforcing academic and nonacademic expectations and routines. 

If you have an incoming Kindergartner for the 2020-2021 school year, please contact NLC Elementary or the District Office at 

the below listed contact information, so we can send information packets to you. NLC Elementary School - contact Shannon 

Hall at halls@usd251.org:  District Office - contact Nicolette Nuessen at nuessenn@usd251.org 

Freshman Orientation will be August 19, 2020, and the First Day of School will be August 20, 2020. 

 

How to Prevent the Summer Slide    How to Prevent the Summer Slide    How to Prevent the Summer Slide    How to Prevent the Summer Slide        

School has come to an end….what now?  School has come to an end….what now?  School has come to an end….what now?  School has come to an end….what now?      

For some kids, summer reading comes naturally.  Others need a little motivation.  Either way, you can use these tips to make 

reading a big part of your child’s life while school is out.   

Take books along – Encourage reading on the go.  Help your youngster fill a backpack with things to read.  Along with novels, 

tuck in joke books, brainteasers, and comics.  Complete the package with a word search or crossword puzzle book and a pencil.  

Taking the backpack on the road will make it easy for your child to read and play word games anytime. 

Go outside – find opportunities to read outdoors.  Borrow nature books from the library, and take a neighborhood hike.  Your 

child might start a leaf collection or list all the different bugs he can identify using a field guide.  Read books about constella-

tions and the solar system, and stargaze together at night.  Your youngster will see that books can help him enjoy and learn about 

nature.   

The power of persuasion – tap into your child’s imagination of starting a business.  Your child can create an advertisement and 

practice persuasive writing.  Share these secrets for creating eye catching ads:  Have her look for convincing words in magazine 

ads and make a list for her business.  For example, “ice cold” and “refreshing” are good choices for a lemonade stand.  Teach 

your child persuasive techniques, like using logic or appealing to emotions.   Create flyers to advertise her business.   

High School students can plan projects – Taking on an interesting summer project lets your teenager develop new skills.  She 

could design a mobile app for tracking physical activity or create a website for a relative’s small business.  Or, she can learn 

about making candles, soap, or jewelry for herself or to sell. 

Reading athlete – Suggest that your child “run” a reading marathon and chart her progress on a map.  Each hour of reading 

equals 1 mile.  If she reads a chapter book for 30 minutes after lunch and you read her a bedtime story for 15 minutes, that’s 45 

minutes, or ¾ mile.  Can she read “26.2 miles”- or more- by the end of summer? 

 

Becky Mayes 

School Improvement Coordinator  

 

 





Principal’s Perspective 
First, I hope this newsletter finds you safe and healthy. This “at-home” situation has been an 

adjustment in some way for everyone and my thoughts and well wishes have been with you all 

as we battle through this together.  

 

I wanted to take a moment to discuss what NLC Elementary has been doing during this “at-

home” learning time and how we arrived at this plan.  This began back in March, when while on Spring Break, the 

state began giving school leaders the adjustments we would have to make when we return from Spring Break.  This 

information from the state quickly changed each day, from small in-school adjustments such as social distancing in the 

classroom, to limiting how many students could then be in the building, to then closing schools altogether.  These 

changes all happened within about a week's time.  Each time our district/buildings were nearly done making a plan, 

the state would put in place more restrictions, causing us to scrap it and make a new plan. When schools were ordered 

to close, we then began making our plan that we are currently implementing that would become known 

as  “Continuous Learning.”  Our Continuous Learning plan started at the state level, KSDE put together a task force of 

state educators from across the state that worked together and released a 74 page Continuous Learning Guidance Doc-

ument to help guide schools and create some consistency. This guidance document became my building’s roadmap, 

one that focused on social emotional needs and gave us the exact recommended amount of time each grade level stu-

dent should be spending on at-home learning. 

 

Contact is important-NLC Elementary staff and I wanted to ensure that we kept in contact with every student/

family.  It is a balancing act with communication as we don’t want to add stress by over communicating but we didn't 

want to leave them unsupported.  We wanted to make sure we made contact at least once a week and use our counse-

lor and social worker to follow up with any families that we had not heard from, just to ensure all was well and that 

they were aware of our plan and knew how to get connected if they could. 

 

Each week, for those students that have access to the internet, students are able to attend live meetings via 

Zoom where they can see all their classmates. For some grades, this is everyday and others may be a little less.   This 

live meeting time is mostly social emotional in its planning and implementation, as the student’s emotional wellbeing 

is so driven by their social interactions with their friends, that it is important that we give them that space and 

place.  There are also some times, via Zoom, that are spent with educational lessons and content.  Alternatively, we 

have physical learning packets that also are serving our students, especially those that don't have access to the internet 

and our younger primary students given the importance of developing fine motor skills through activity sheets.  These 

learning packets are put together by their teachers and then sent to students at the beginning of the week with drop off/

pick locations in Admire, Allen, Americus, and Reading.  Also, being utilized heavily is Google Classroom.  Google 

Classroom, an online program that allows students and teachers to assign and turn in assignments digitally, was al-

ready being used by teachers and students prior to this at home pandemic. This  transition was smooth and allows stu-

dents to do the work and turn it in when they can, given that some of our students may be babysitting, working the 

field, or at Grandma’s. 

 

Lastly, the most important part of our plan that I am most proud of, is the grace and support that our teachers 

and staff have extended to NLC students and parents.  Again, we are all in this together and if we always keep that in 

mind, then we will come out stronger on the other side!  Take care everyone and best wishes!  

 

Corey Wiltz    

NLC PROUD Principal 



 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL'S PEN 

“If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself” 

Peggy Fort 
 

The 2019-20 School year will end soon. The Last day for seniors is May 13th. Senior check-in material and check
-out for the school year is May 14 or May 15 from  9:00 to 3:00. All Seniors are required  to come to school to 
check-out. Mrs. Fort, Mrs. Woodrow, and Mrs. Arens will be available to answer all questions.   
 

The last day for Freshmen through Juniors is Wednesday, May 20.  Freshmen through Junior check-in materi-
al and check-out for the school year is May 21 from 1:00 to 7:00.  Check-out is required for all students, if you 
cannot attend check-out at the designated time, Please email Mrs. Fort (fortp@usd251.org)  for a different 
check-out time. Chromebooks, textbooks, library books, uniforms and other material will be required for year-
ly return.  

Traditional school as we know it, closed on March 13 and continuous learning took place for the rest of the year. 
Teachers and Staff have been working with students non traditionally the last 2 months. The teachers began their pro-
cess by contacting all parents and students by phone collecting information from all families on the best way to com-
municate with all students and parents through the end of the year.  
 

Teachers then prepared many lessons for digital instruction, paper-pencil packets, projects and class experiment les-
sons. The district was also working with all families to distribute computers to students and help with internet availa-
bility. Students who could not receive internet activity were provided paper-pencil packets. The cooks and school staff 
have been busy creating and distributing free meals to every child in the district ages 1 through 18 that signed up for 
our food program.  
 

Teachers communicated with students through Zoom, a computer based video conferencing tool where you can host 
calls with others. All students and the teacher can see each other, hold class, and chat together. Advisory teachers con-
tinued to stay in contact with all students and parents. Mrs. Woodrow, our counselor, held weekly check-in first 
through Zoom and more recently through google classroom. Mrs. Woodrow continued to work with seniors on schol-
arships.  She helped students finalize course selections and schedules for the upcoming year. She was able to Zoom 
with our incoming freshmen parents on information and class schedules for the 2020-21 school year. 
 

We have begun to plan for the 2020-21 school year. I will send more information soon about NHHS upcoming infor-
mation and events. Please feel free to contact me at fortp@usd251.org if you have any questions. 

1. Seniors, please email senior  pictures to yearbook@usd251.org  All students can order  and pay for  year-
books now.  NHHS- $22 / NLC- $8   If you want a yearbook(s), please mail a check to the District Office and in-
clude a note stating the name(s) of whom it is for:  614 Main St. P.O. 527 Americus, KS 66835. Payment must be 
received to guarantee a yearbook. 

2. We have been celebrating our seniors. NHHS continues to feature seniors weekly on our Facebook page. All sen-
iors still have time to send Mrs. Fort fortp@usd251.org two pictures of you.  Please send a favorite baby or toddler 
picture and a senior picture along with your answer to the questions. Senior full name, your involvement at NHHS, 
plans for the future, and your favorite school memory. Mrs. Fort will post and create memory books for all sen-
iors.  

3. Graduation is tentatively scheduled for  July 18, beginning at 7:00 pm on the NHHS football field. More in-
formation at a later date. 

4. Prom is also tentatively scheduled for  July 25 at the Granada with “After Prom” provided by the NHHS 
Booster Club. 

 

 



5. NHHS Summer School is tentatively scheduled at Nor thern Heights High School from May 26 until June 19 
from 8:30 – 11:30 each day. NHHS Summer School is held for students needing credit recovery to keep them on 
track for graduation.  This time is beneficial for students as it allows for better focus with less distractions.   Stu-
dents who will need to attend NHHS Summer School will be contacted by Mrs. Peggy Fort, Principal. 

6. Awards packets for Winter and Spring will be distr ibuted to students at check-out. 

7. Summer sports and weight lifting will begin as Lyon County and KSHSAA provide information and per-
mission for students to begin these activities. Coaches will be in contact with students and parents. 

 
This is a school year that none of us will ever forget, with traditional school closing on March 13 and continuous 
learning taking place for the rest of the school year. I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone in our USD 251 
family including the students, parents, faculty, staff, administration and board for helping to make this process suc-
cessful in these challenging times. It is important to remember that while it has been a very challenging year, it has 
also been a year of great student accomplishments in the classroom and in activities!  

 

We wish the entire community a safe and enjoyable summer. 

 

Peggy Fort 
NHHS Principal 
 


