
June	2020	

Dear	Parents/Guardians:	

	

Research	has	shown	that	reading	over	the	summer	months	is	very	important	in	

maintaining	reading	skills	and	developing	life-long	reading	habits.		

	

As	you	know,	daily	reading	is	a	part	of	our	Middle	School	Philosophy.	Participating	

in	ELA	means	that	students	are	used	to	reading	every	day.		

	

Therefore,	it	is	suggested	that	students	at	Pioneer	Middle	School	continue	to	read	

books	this	summer.	They	may	select	a	book	to	read	that	is	in	print,	electronic	

(Kindle,	Nook,	Overdrive),	or	audio	format—whatever	is	easiest	for	you	to	obtain.	

Students	may	read	one	or	more	books,	depending	on	how	quickly	or	how	much	

they	read.		We	certainly	challenge	them	to	read	a	lot!	

	

We	have	included	several	suggestions	for	each	grade	level	in	this	letter.	Due	to	

the	fact	that	libraries	and	bookstores	are	not	yet	open,	we	made	sure	that	these	

selections	were	available	on-line.	

	

As	always,	our	primary	goal	is	to	foster	a	love	of	reading.	Your	child	has	become	

familiar	with	the	kinds	of	books	he/she	enjoys	reading	and	we	are	confident	they	

will	continue	these	practices	over	the	summer	months.	The	novels	they	read	

should,	however,	be	appropriate	for	their	individual	reading	level.	If	your	child	has	

enjoyed	a	particular	novel,	but	doesn't	know	what	to	read	next,	you	may	find	the	

website	http://whatshouldireadnext.com	useful.		



	

This	reading	is	suggested,	and	there	is	no	assignment	that	will	go	along	with	it	this	

summer.		We	recognize	that	for	some,	the	second	half	of	this	year	has	been	very	

stressful.		If	students	do	read	over	the	summer,	it	is	possible	they	can	earn	extra	

credit	in	the	fall.			

	

We	thank	you	for	all	that	you	have	been	doing.		We	hope	you	are	safe	and	

healthy!	

	

Sincerely,	

ELA	Teachers	at	Pioneer	Middle	School	

	

Grade	5	
Rainforests	by	Mary	Pope	Osbourne	(Nonfiction)	
When	Jack	and	Annie	got	back	from	their	adventure	in	Magic	Tree	House	#5:	Afternoon	on	the	Amazon,	they	had	
lots	 of	 questions.	 How	much	 rain	 falls	 in	 a	 rain	 forest?	What	 is	 the	world's	 heaviest	 insect?	What	 the	 heck	 is	 a	
sausage	tree?	Why	is	it	important	to	preserve	the	world's	rain	forests?	Find	out	the	answers	to	these	questions	and	
more	as	Jack	and	Annie	track	the	facts.	
Front	Desk	by	Kelly	Yang	(Realistic	Fiction)	
Mia	Tang	has	a	lot	of	secrets.	She	lives	in	a	motel,	not	a	big	house.	Every	day,	while	her	immigrant	parents	clean	the	
rooms,	ten-year-old	Mia	manages	the	front	desk	of	the	Calivista	Motel	and	tends	to	its	guests.	She	wants	to	be	a	
writer.	But	how	can	she	when	her	mom	thinks	she	should	stick	to	math	because	English	is	not	her	first	language?	It	
will	take	all	of	Mia's	courage,	kindness,	and	hard	work	to	get	through	this	year.	Will	she	be	able	to	hold	on	to	her	
job,	help	the	immigrants	and	guests,	and	go	for	her	dreams?	
A	Boy	Called	Bat	by	Elana	K.	Arnold	(Realistic	Fiction)		
For	Bixby	Alexander	Tam	(nicknamed	Bat),	life	tends	to	be	full	of	surprises—some	of	them	good,	some	not	so	good.	
Today,	though,	is	a	good-surprise	day.	Bat’s	mom,	a	veterinarian,	has	brought	home	a	baby	skunk,	which	she	needs	
to	take	care	of	until	she	can	hand	him	over	to	a	wild-animal	shelter.	But	the	minute	Bat	meets	the	kit,	he	knows	
they	belong	together.	And	he’s	got	one	month	to	show	his	mom	that	a	baby	skunk	might	just	make	a	pretty	terrific	
pet.	
Escape	from	Mr.	Lemoncello’s	Library	by	Chris	Grabenstein	(Mystery	Fiction)	
When	Kyle	learns	that	the	world's	most	famous	game	maker,	Luigi	Lemoncello,	has	designed	the	town's	new	library	
and	is	having	an	invitation-only	lock-in	on	opening	night,	he's	determined	to	be	there!	But	the	tricky	part	isn't	
getting	into	the	library—it's	getting	out.	Because	when	morning	comes,	the	doors	stay	locked.	Kyle	and	the	other	
kids	must	solve	every	clue	and	figure	out	every	secret	puzzle	to	find	the	hidden	escape	route!	
Who	is	Malala	Yousafzai?	by	Dinah	Brown	(Nonfiction)	
Malala	Yousafzai	was	a	girl	who	loved	to	learn	but	was	told	that	girls	would	no	longer	be	allowed	to	go	to	school.	
She	wrote	a	blog	that	called	attention	to	what	was	happening	in	her	beautiful	corner	of	Pakistan	and	realized	that	



words	can	bring	about	change.	She	has	continued	to	speak	out	for	the	right	of	all	children	to	have	an	education.	In	
2014	she	won	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize.	

 

Grade	6	
Ghost	by	Jason	Reynolds	(Realistic	Fiction)	
Running.	 That's	 all	Ghost	 (real	name	Castle	Cranshaw)	has	ever	 known.	But	Ghost	has	been	 running	 for	 the	
wrong	reasons—it	all	started	with	running	away	from	his	father,	who,	when	Ghost	was	a	very	little	boy,	chased	
him	and	his	mother	through	their	apartment,	then	down	the	street,	trying	to	hurt	them.	Since	then,	Ghost	has	
been	the	one	causing	problems—and	running	away	from	them—until	he	meets	Coach,	an	ex-Olympic	Medalist	
who	sees	something	in	Ghost:	crazy	natural	talent.	If	Ghost	can	stay	on	track,	literally	and	figuratively,	he	could	
be	the	best	sprinter	in	the	city.	Can	Ghost	harness	his	raw	talent	for	speed,	or	will	his	past	finally	catch	up	to	
him?	
Roll	With	It	by	Jamie	Summer	(Graphic	Novel)	
Ellie's	a	girl	who	tells	it	like	it	is.	That	surprises	some	people,	who	see	a	kid	in	a	wheelchair	and	think	she's	going	
to	be	all	sunshine	and	cuddles.	The	thing	is,	Ellie	has	big	dreams:	She	might	be	eating	Stouffer's	for	dinner,	but	
one	day	she's	going	to	be	a	professional	baker.	But	when	Ellie	and	her	mom	move	so	they	can	help	take	care	of	
her	sick	grandpa,	Ellie	has	to	start	all	over	again	in	a	new	town	at	a	new	school.	Except	she's	not	just	the	new	
kid—she's	the	new	kid	in	the	wheelchair	who	lives	in	the	trailer	park	on	the	wrong	side	of	town.	It	all	feels	like	
one	challenge	too	many,	until	Ellie	starts	to	make	her	first-ever	friends.	Now	she	just	has	to	convince	her	mom	
that	this	town	might	just	be	the	best	thing	that	ever	happened	to	them!	
The	Incredible	Journey	by	Sheila	Burnford	(Adventure	Fiction)	
An	 inquisitive	 Labrador	 retriever,	 friendly	 bull	 terrier,	 and	 courageous	 Siamese	 cat	 set	 out	 through	 the	
Canadian	wilderness	 to	 find	 their	 owner	 in	 this	 truly	 incredible	 adventure.	 Instinct	 tells	 them	 that	 the	way	
home	 lies	 to	the	west	and	together	 the	three	house	pets	 face	hunger,	 the	natural	elements,	and	wild	 forest	
animals	as	they	make	their	way	home	to	the	family	they	love.	The	lengths	to	which	these	three	animals	will	go	
for	each	other	and	for	their	owner	make	for	a	thrilling	and	thoroughly	unforgettable	tale.	
Because	of	Mr.	Terrupt	by	Rob	Buyea	(Realistic	Fiction)	
It's	 the	 start	of	a	new	year	at	Snow	Hill	 School,	 and	 seven	 students	 find	 themselves	 thrown	 together	 in	Mr.	
Terupt's	fifth	grade	class.	There's	Jessica,	the	new	girl,	smart	and	perceptive,	who's	having	a	hard	time	fitting	
in;	Alexia,	a	bully,	your	friend	one	second,	your	enemy	the	next;	Peter,	class	prankster	and	troublemaker;	Luke,	
the	brain;	Danielle,	who	never	stands	up	for	herself;	shy	Anna,	whose	home	situation	makes	her	an	outcast;	
and	Jeffrey,	who	hates	school.	They	don't	have	much	in	common,	and	they've	never	gotten	along.	Not	until	a	
certain	new	teacher	arrives	and	helps	them	to	find	strength	inside	themselves—and	in	each	other.		
The	Boy	in	the	Striped	Pajamas	by	John	Boyne	(Historical	Fiction)	
Berlin,	 1942:	 When	 Bruno	 returns	 home	 from	 school	 one	 day,	 he	 discovers	 that	 his	 belongings	 are	 being	
packed	in	crates.	His	father	has	received	a	promotion	and	the	family	must	move	to	a	new	house	far,	far	away,	
where	there	is	no	one	to	play	with	and	nothing	to	do.	A	tall	fence	stretches	as	far	as	the	eye	can	see	and	cuts	
him	off	from	the	strange	people	in	the	distance.	But	Bruno	longs	to	be	an	explorer	and	decides	that	there	must	
be	 more	 to	 this	 desolate	 new	 place	 than	 meets	 the	 eye.	 While	 exploring	 his	 new	 environment,	 he	 meets	
another	 boy	 whose	 life	 and	 circumstances	 are	 very	 different	 from	 his	 own,	 and	 their	 meeting	 results	 in	 a	
friendship	that	has	devastating	consequences.	

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Grade	7 
The	New	Kid	by	Jerry	Craft	(Graphic	Novel)	
Seventh	grader	Jordan	Banks	loves	nothing	more	than	drawing	cartoons	about	his	life.	But	instead	of	sending	
him	 to	 the	 art	 school	 of	 his	 dreams,	 his	 parents	 enroll	 him	 in	 a	 prestigious	 private	 school	 known	 for	 its	
academics,	where	Jordan	is	one	of	the	few	kids	of	color	in	his	entire	grade.	As	he	makes	the	daily	trip	from	his	
Washington	Heights	apartment	to	the	upscale	Riverdale	Academy	Day	School,	Jordan	soon	finds	himself	torn	
between	two	worlds—and	not	really	fitting	into	either	one.	Can	Jordan	learn	to	navigate	his	new	school	culture	
while	keeping	his	neighborhood	friends	and	staying	true	to	himself?	
Ghost	Boys	by	Jewell	Parker	Rhoades	(Realistic	Fiction)	
Only	the	living	can	make	the	world	better.	Live	and	make	it	better.	Twelve-year-old	Jerome	is	shot	by	a	police	
officer	 who	 mistakes	 his	 toy	 gun	 for	 a	 real	 threat.	 As	 a	 ghost,	 he	 observes	 the	 devastation	 that's	 been	
unleashed	 on	 his	 family	 and	 community	 in	 the	wake	 of	what	 they	 see	 as	 an	 unjust	 and	 brutal	 killing.	 Soon	
Jerome	meets	another	ghost:	Emmett	Till,	a	boy	from	a	very	different	time	but	similar	circumstances.	Emmett	
helps	Jerome	process	what	has	happened,	on	a	 journey	towards	recognizing	how	historical	racism	may	have	
led	to	the	events	that	ended	his	life.	Jerome	also	meets	Sarah,	the	daughter	of	the	police	officer,	who	struggles	
with	her	 father's	 actions,	 and	 Jerome	grows	 to	understand	American	blackness	 in	 the	 aftermath	of	 his	 own	
death.	
Prisoner	B-3087	by	Alan	Gratz	(Historical	Fiction)	
10	 concentration	 camps.	 10	 different	 places	 where	 you	 are	 starved,	 tortured,	 and	 worked	 mercilessly.	 It's	
something	no	one	could	imagine	surviving.	But	it	is	what	Yanek	Gruener	has	to	face.	As	a	Jewish	boy	in	1930s	
Poland,	Yanek	 is	at	 the	mercy	of	 the	Nazis	who	have	 taken	over.	Everything	he	has,	and	everyone	he	 loves,	
have	been	snatched	brutally	from	him.	And	then	Yanek	himself	is	taken	prisoner	—	his	arm	tattooed	with	the	
words	 PRISONER	 B-3087.	 He	 is	 forced	 from	 one	 concentration	 camp	 to	 another,	 as	World	War	 II	 rages	 all	
around	him.	He	encounters	evil	he	could	have	never	imagined,	but	also	sees	surprising	glimpses	of	hope	amid	
the	horror.	He	just	barely	escapes	death,	only	to	confront	it	again	seconds	later.	Can	Yanek	make	it	through	the	
terror	without	 losing	his	hope,	his	will	—	and,	most	of	all,	his	 sense	of	who	he	 really	 is	 inside?	Based	on	an	
astonishing	true	story.	
Stargirl	by	Jerry	Spinelli	(Realistic	Fiction)	
Stargirl.	From	the	day	she	arrives	at	quiet	Mica	High	in	a	burst	of	color	and	sound,	the	hallways	hum	with	the	
murmur	of	"Stargirl,	Stargirl."	She	captures	Leo	Borlock's	heart	with	just	one	smile.	She	sparks	a	school-spirit	
revolution	 with	 just	 one	 cheer.	 The	 students	 of	Mica	 High	 are	 enchanted.	 At	 first.	 Then	 they	 turn	 on	 her.	
Stargirl	 is	 suddenly	 shunned	 for	 everything	 that	makes	her	 different,	 and	 Leo,	 panicked	 and	desperate	with	
love,	urges	her	to	become	the	very	thing	that	can	destroy	her:	normal.	
A	Long	Walk	to	Water	by	Linda	Sue	Park	(Historical	Fiction)	
Two	stories,	told	in	alternating	sections,	about	two	eleven-year-olds	in	Sudan,	a	girl	in	2008	and	a	boy	in	1985.	
The	girl,	Nya,	is	fetching	water	from	a	pond	that	is	two	hours'	walk	from	her	home:	she	makes	two	trips	to	the	
pond	 every	 day.	 The	 boy,	 Salva,	 becomes	 one	 of	 the	 "lost	 boys"	 of	 Sudan,	 refugees	who	 cover	 the	 African	
continent	on	foot	as	they	search	for	their	families	and	for	a	safe	place	to	stay.	Enduring	every	hardship	from	
loneliness	to	attack	by	armed	rebels	to	contact	with	killer	lions	and	crocodiles,	Salva	is	a	survivor,	and	his	story	
goes	on	to	intersect	with	Nya's	in	an	astonishing	and	moving	way.	

 

 



Grade	8	
The	Hate	U	Give	by	Angie	Thomas	(Realistic	Fiction)	
Starr	Carter	moves	between	two	worlds:	the	poor	neighborhood	where	she	lives	and	the	fancy	suburban	prep	
school	 she	 attends.	 The	 uneasy	 balance	 between	 these	 worlds	 is	 shattered	 when	 Starr	 witnesses	 the	 fatal	
shooting	 of	 her	 childhood	 best	 friend	 Khalil	 at	 the	 hands	 of	 a	 police	 officer.	 Khalil	 was	 unarmed.	 Soon	
afterward,	his	death	is	a	national	headline.	Some	are	calling	him	a	thug.	Protesters	are	taking	to	the	streets	in	
Khalil's	name.	Some	cops	and	 locals	try	to	 intimidate	Starr	and	her	family.	What	everyone	wants	to	know	is:	
what	 really	went	 down	 that	 night?	 And	 the	 only	 person	 alive	who	 can	 answer	 that	 is	 Starr.	 But	what	 Starr	
does—or	does	not—say	could	upend	her	community.	It	could	also	endanger	her	life.	
Harbor	Me	by	Jacqueline	Woodson	(Realistic	Fiction)	
It	all	starts	when	six	kids	have	to	meet	for	a	weekly	chat—by	themselves,	with	no	adults	to	listen	in.	There,	in	
the	 room	 they	 soon	 dub	 the	 ARTT	 Room	 (short	 for	 "A	 Room	 to	 Talk"),	 they	 discover	 it's	 safe	 to	 talk	 about	
what's	bothering	 them—everything	 from	Esteban's	 father's	deportation	and	Haley's	 father's	 incarceration	 to	
Amari's	 fears	 of	 racial	 profiling	 and	 Ashton's	 adjustment	 to	 his	 changing	 family	 fortunes.	When	 the	 six	 are	
together,	they	can	express	the	feelings	and	fears	they	have	to	hide	from	the	rest	of	the	world.	And	together,	
they	can	grow	braver	and	more	ready	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.	
The	Running	Dream	–	Wendelin	Van	Draanan	(Sports	Fiction)	
Jessica	thinks	her	life	is	over	when	she	loses	a	leg	in	a	car	accident.	She's	not	comforted	by	the	news	that	she'll	
be	 able	 to	 walk	 with	 the	 help	 of	 a	 prosthetic	 leg.	Who	 cares	 about	 walking	 when	 you	 live	 to	 run?	 As	 she	
struggles	to	cope	with	crutches	and	a	first	cyborg-like	prosthetic,	Jessica	feels	oddly	both	in	the	spotlight	and	
invisible.	People	who	don't	know	what	 to	say,	act	 like	 she's	not	 there.	Which	she	could	handle	better	 if	 she	
weren't	now	keenly	aware	that	she'd	done	the	same	thing	herself	to	a	girl	with	CP	named	Rosa.	A	girl	who	is	
going	 to	 tutor	 her	 through	 all	 the	math	 she's	missed.	 A	 girl	who	 sees	 right	 into	 the	 heart	 of	 her.	With	 the	
support	of	 family,	 friends,	a	 coach,	and	her	 track	 teammates,	 Jessica	may	actually	be	able	 to	 run	again.	But	
that's	not	enough	for	her	now.	She	doesn't	just	want	to	cross	finish	lines	herself—she	wants	to	take	Rosa	with	
her	
The	Maze	Runner	by	James	Dashner	(Science	Fiction)	
When	 Thomas	 wakes	 up	 in	 the	 lift,	 the	 only	 thing	 he	 can	 remember	 is	 his	 name.	 He's	 surrounded	 by	
strangers—boys	whose	memories	 are	 also	 gone.	 Outside	 the	 towering	 stone	walls	 that	 surround	 them	 is	 a	
limitless,	 ever-changing	 maze.	 It's	 the	 only	 way	 out—and	 no	 one's	 ever	 made	 it	 through	 alive.	 Then	 a	 girl	
arrives.	 The	 first	 girl	 ever.	 And	 the	 message	 she	 delivers	 is	 terrifying. 
Remember.	Survive.	Run.	
Stamped:	Racism,	Antiracism,	and	You	by	Jason	Reynolds	and	Ibram	X.	Kendi	(Nonfiction)	
This	is	NOT	a	history	book.	This	is	a	book	about	the	here	and	now.	A	book	to	help	us	better	understand	why	we	
are	where	we	are.	A	book	about	race.	This	remarkable	book	reveals	the	history	of	racist	ideas	in	America,	and	
inspires	hope	for	an	antiracist	future.	It	takes	you	on	a	race	journey	from	then	to	now,	shows	you	why	we	feel	
how	we	feel,	and	why	the	poison	of	racism	lingers.	
	

For	more	information	on	how	to	access	these,	and	other,	summer	reading	books	online	for	free	through	Overdrive,	
please	visit	this	website:		

• https://www.pioneerschools.org/o/pioneer-middle/page/overdrive-ebooks--3	

Please	contact	our	School	Librarian,	Mrs.	Racitano	(aracitano@pioneercsd.org),	for	help	with	Overdrive	usernames		
and	passwords.	

	


