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Dressing up + playing Scrabble +lip syncing + dancing = Spirit Week fun 

(See Dressing, p.2) 

(See Science, p.4) 

State-bound Science Olympiad team earns second at PNW Regional  

   Despite the ice, sleet, snow and 

below zero temperatures, the Sci-

ence Olympiad team has been busy 

competing, once again earning their 

way to the state competition which 

will be held in mid-March.  

   After kicking off their season at 

their own Whiting Invite on De-

cember 1, six weeks later they com-

peted at the University of Chicago 

Invitational.  

   “The competition at the Universi-

ty of Chicago was tough. There 

were a lot of national-caliber teams 

from across the Midwest,” said 

Science Olympiad Co-sponsor Mr. 

Jeremy Long.  

   Overall, the varsity team placed 

16 out of 43 teams, and the junior 

varsity placed 27th.  

   On January 20, the team compet-

ed at Lake Central.  

   “This competition got us back on 

track. We knew that we were a 

strong team, and we finally showed 

our talent and hard work against 

some strong teams at Lake Central,” 

said Mr. Long. 

   Overall, the varsity team earned 

third place and the junior varsity 

earned tenth in at the invite. 

   On Saturday, February 9, the team 

participated in the Science Olympi-

ad Purdue Northwest Regional, 

proving once more that they are one 

of the best teams in the area, medal-

ing in the top three in numerous 

events.  

   Seniors Carlos Gonzalez and Au-

brey Michniewicz placed first in 
Boomilever; juniors Christian 

Camacho and Abigail Edwards 

Above, The Science Olympiad team cele-

brates its second place finish at the Purdue 

University Northwest Regional held Febru-

ary 9.                              Photo Courtesy Mr. Long                  

   Some call it the Winter Formal or 

the Winter Ball, but here at Whiting 

High School, we call it the Section-

als dance and it’s almost here. The 

entire school is getting ready for 

this upcoming event with many 

exciting activities throughout the 

week for all to enjoy.  

   To kick off the Sectionals premi-

ere, the Booster Club is hosting the 

second annual Spirit Week in honor 

of the winter sports teams. The 

themes for this week are Tuesday, 

Disney Character Day; Wednesday, 

Scrabble Day; Thrifty Thursday; 

Renee Patton 

Reporter 

and the traditional Green and 

White Friday.  

   Participating in these dress up 

days is one of the few ways to gain 

points toward the Spirit Ball. The 

other ways to gain points include 

winning the class sponsors’ lip 

syncing battle during the pep as-

sembly and forming the most 

words during SRT and lunch on 

Scrabble Day. The Spirit Ball will 

be announced during the pep as-

sembly following the lip sync bat-

tle, with representatives chosen by 

the class sponsor, along with the 

announcement of the participants 

in this year's winter sports. Addi-

tional activities may be added if 

time permits. This week will surely 

be packed with lots of excitement, 

but the fun is just beginning, for this 

all leads up to the Sectionals dance 

on Saturday, February 23.  

   Hosted by the class of 2021 and 

its sponsor Mr. Don Liles, this 

year's Sectionals dance has a cool 

retro theme of ‘50s Diner and will 

be held in the WHS Memorial Gym-

nasium from 7-10 p.m. The cost will 

be $10 per person and $18 per cou-

ple. Pictures will be provided by 

Memory Makers and music by a 

new DJ called Casey.  

   “The Sectionals Committee has 

been working hard on this year’s 

sectionals. We hope everyone will 
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Above, AP Government students and social 

studies teachers Mr. Mark Harnew, Mr. 

Mark Lambert and Mr. Trevor Reece partici-

pated in “We the People” state competition 

in Indianapolis.             Photo Courtesy Mr. Harnew 

(From Dressing, p.1) 

AP Government students compete in ‘We the People’ state competition 

   Have you ever wondered what it 

would be like to be a lawyer and 

defend your stance on a case? 

Well, Mr. Harnew’s AP Govern-

ment class got to experience this 

first hand during the “We the Peo-

ple” competition held at Valparai-

so University on November 19. 

This is the first year that Whiting 

High School has taken part in the 

competition, and the students per-

formed well enough to earn a trip 

to the state competition held De-

cember 9-10 in Indianapolis. 

   According to its website, the 

primary goal of the “We the Peo-

ple” Program is to “promote civic 

competence and responsibility 

among Indiana’s elementary, mid-

dle and high school students.”  

   The program has an instructional 

component as well as a culminat-

ing competition component which 

involves students breaking up into 

groups of no more than five, 

choosing a unit and then writing 

three argumentative essays for it. 

Each unit has three specific ques-

tions that deal with constitutional 

rights or cases on important issues, 

and students must defend their 

stance with court cases and other 

evidence that makes their argu-

ments stronger. For each competi-

tion, each group has four minutes 

to read and present their opening 

statements or stance on a question 

chosen by lawyers, and then they 

have six minutes to answer the 

lawyers’ questions. Each student 

Isabel Gutierrez 

Reporter 

on the team is required to speak 

while being mindful of the opin-

ions of others.  

   At the preliminary competi-

tion, WHS placed second over-

all and qualified for the state 

competition. They won two of 

the six individual unit awards 

for Units Four and Six.  

   At the state competition, stu-

dents stayed in the Wabash 

Room at the Crowne Plaza in 

Indianapolis Downtown Hotel. 

They attended the opening cere-

mony in the Grand Hall at 1:30 

p.m. December 9. After the cer-

emony was over, students stud-

ied and asked social studies 

teachers Mr. Harnew, Mr. Lam-

bert and Mr. Reece questions 

until the competition started. 

Students competed from 2:40-

5:10 p.m. After the competition,  

students went out to eat at the 

Rock and Roll restaurant and 

went sightseeing downtown at the 

Monument Circle and got some 

hot chocolate at the chocolate 

store and participated in an escape 

room.  

   The next day students competed 

from 9:25 to 11:55 a.m., ate a piz-

za buffet lunch, and at 12:45 p.m., 

all “We The People” teams gath-

ered in the Grand Hall to witness 

the Naturalization Ceremony for 

97 new US citizens. Afterwards, 

the top five teams were presented 

individual unit awards.  

   Although Whiting did not place 

in the top five and did not win any 

individual unit awards, students 

were happy to be given the oppor-

tunity participate in the state com-

petition. In addition, the group 

also had the opportunity to wit-

ness people become United States 

citizens and get a once in a life-

time experience, and for that they 

are grateful.   

Above, AP Government students Yasmeen 

Uribe, Clay Hale and Aubrey Michniewicz 

present as  Mr. Reece looks on.     

                                     Photo Courtesy Mr. Harnew 

have a night to remember,” said 

Grace Jendreas, class of 2021 vice 

president. 

   “We have had a lot of progress 

this year with some very good dec-

orations. We hope for everyone to 

have lots of fun at Sectionals,” Mr. 

Liles, the class of 2021 sponsor 

said. 

    As you can tell, this will definite-

ly be a night to remember. Don’t 

miss out and go join the fun this 

entire spirit week! 
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Congratulations to the  Semester 1  

Honor Roll Students! 

Principal’s Honor Roll 

All A’s  

9th Grade 

Thomas Eggers, Jasmin 

Lavine,  Jesus Ortiz-Bejar and 

Taylor Quiroga 

  

10th Grade 

Renee Patton and Anastacia 

Strezo 

 

11th Grade 

Allison Casanova, Abigail Ed-

wards, Pierce Greer, Leslie 

Lara,   

Elizabeth McNamara and Yes-

mine Odtallah  

  

12th Grade 

John Bock, Ethan Harbin, Ni-

cole Jovceski, Giovanny Jua-

rez and Gabriela Ortega 

   

A/B Honor Roll  

9th Grade 

Trinity Anderson, Michael 

Armiras, Dyllin Banik, Nilsa 

Barbee, Angela Barrios, An-

drija Bes, Phillip Brooks, 

Graciela, Cabrera, Sofia 

Cabrera, Alejandro Campos, 

Xavier Chavez, Amber De-

itermann, Paulette Fernan-

dez,   Estephania Garcia, 

Jasmine Garcia, Tra’von 

Giddeon, Michelle 

Guararrama, Dominic Har-

bin,  

Eron Herrejon, Halle Het-

zel, Julia Morando, Jasmin 

Navarro, Aaryiana Ortiz, 

 Nohemy Pimentel, Luis 

Roman and Vivianna Ruiz 

  

10th Grade 

Adrianna Alvarez, Audrey 

Casanova, Ruben Golfis, 

Monzerrat Gomez,  

Grace Jendreas, Caitlin 

McEnery, Blanca Melero, 

Anthony Mendez, Angel 

Murillo, Angelica Murillo, 

Juan Perez, Kiara Ponce De 

Leon and Kevin Torres 

  

11th Grade 

Christian Camacho, Steven 

Connelly, Carmen De La 

Torre,  Zenen Enriquez, Jo-

semiguel Haro, Sergio Her-

nandez, Angelica Jovceski, 

Kimberly Ledezma, 

 Olivia Olson, Alondra Or-

nelas, Janette Pacheco, Abigail 

Palko, Evelyn Ramirez, 

Audrey Rhodehamel, Nicholas 

Semancik, Ashley Shrader, 

Rylee Suarez,  

Osvaldo Terrazas-Corral,  Abi-

gail Toth, Maya Urbieta and  

Dulce Zacarias-Alvarez  

 

12th Grade 

Ariana Adam, Santino Bar-

bosa, Hailey Brown, Daniel 

Canning, Arabella Castillo, 

John Drosos, Yamilette Fonse-

ca Gonzalez, Myrka Garcia, 

Carlos Gonzalez,  

Jeremy Gonzalez, Isabel 

Gutierrez, Clayton Hale, Den-

nis Hensley, 

 Mckenna Hetzel, Guadalupe 

Lopez-Perez, Di’Ante Mar-

shall, Eileen Martinez, Madi-

son Merry, Aubrey Mich-

niewicz, Jacob Pick, Julia 

Ramirez, Emily Ramos, Nancy 

Rocha, Sandra Salazar, Citlaly 

Sandoval, Hallie Semancik, 

Jonathan Slivka, Gina Soto, 

Haylee Thomas, Jillian Verta 

and Colton Willoughby  
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A hero among us: junior Aidan Plemons 
Julia Ramirez 

Reporter 

placed first in Chemistry 

Lab; junior Jack Lowry, 

and sophomores Kevin 

Torres and Renee Patton 

earned third place for 

Codebusters; senior Gabby 

Ortega, Edwards and sen-

ior Ethan Harbin earned 

first place for Experi-

mental Design; Gonzalez 

   Though everyone has his 

or her own definition of 

what a hero is, most would 

probably agree that a hero 

is someone who does a 

courageous deed or 

demonstrates an act of 

bravery. Aidan Plemons, a 

junior at Whiting High 

School, along with Adam 

Voss (Crown Point) truly 

fit the definition of a hero 

on the night of December 

15, 2018.  

   While riding their bikes 

down the Wolf Lake Bike 

Trail in North Ham-

mond, these two young 

men heard a cry of help 

and immediately stopped 

to see if they could help. 

A woman had become 

stuck in the water after 

attempting to go after her 

dog that slipped out of its 

collar and had run onto 

the ice and fell in.  

   “After we got her out, I 

just couldn’t believe 

what happened, and I 

was in shock. When it 

was happening I didn’t 

think of anything be-

sides, ‘How am I going 

to get her out?’ It was 

my only focus,” said 

Plemons. “When I heard 

her scream, I just dropped 

my bike and ran straight 

in--there wasn’t much 

thought to it. It was just 

my first instinct, and I 

knew I had to go,” Ple-

mons added.  

    These young men were 

later interviewed and 

rewarded for their heroic 

actions by Hammond 

Mayor Thomas McDer-

mott and Hammond Fire 

Chief Jeff Smith.  

   “I wasn’t expecting to 

be called to the Mayor’s 

office but I’m glad I 

was,” said Plemons.  

   Each year there are a 

number cases of people 

drowning or getting stuck 

in seaweed and muck that 

is found on the shores of 

the lake. It’s a cautionary 

story: Please be safe when 

you are out or near the 

water. In this particular 

case, without Plemons and 

Voss being there and will-

ing to risk their own lives, 

this story may have had a 

different ending.  

     Please join the Whiting 

High School community 

in congratulating Plemons 

and Voss if you have not 

already done so, and let 

them know how proud you 

are of them!  

   Have you ever heard of 

Whiting High School’s 

Board Game Club? If you 

haven’t, board game club 

is full of tons of fun. Mr. 

Don Liles, board game 

club sponsor, started the 

club last year in his first 

year as a teacher at WHS.  

   “I love playing games, 

and I wanted students to 

come out of their shells,” 

said Mr. Liles. 

Looking for a new extracurricular? Try board game club! 
Thomas Virden 

Reporter 

   Mr. Liles’s plan obvi-

ously worked and in the 

first year of the club a 

good core group of stu-

dents was developed. 

Now in its second year, 

Mr. Liles has reported 

that the club is doing 

very well.  

   “This year we have a 

very good core group of 

returning members and a 

few new faces,” Mr. 

Liles said.  

   Mr. Liles doesn’t just 

teach the students how to 

play types of games, but 

he also plays the games 

with them.  

   “Playing games with 

the students is a lot of 

fun, and I love showing 

them all types of games 

that you can’t find at 

stores,” Mr. Liles added. 

   Mr. Liles has brought in 

all types of games, from 

card-building to action role

-playing, from games that 

involve teamwork, to 

games where members 

compete against other 

members. Each and every 

Friday Mr. Liles teaches 

the students a new game.   

   Mr. Liles loves board 

game club and is hoping to 

attract new members, so 

stop by and check it out.   

Above, Students enjoy expanding 

their horizons at board game 

club.            

and Edwards earned sec-

ond place for Fossils; 

Harbin and Gonzalez 

earned second place for 

Geological Mapping; 

Camacho and junior Ze-

nen Enriquez earned 

third for Mission Possi-

ble; junior Josemiguel 

Haro and Camacho 

earned third place for 

Mousetrap Vehicle;  jun-

ior Andres Gomez and 

Harbin earned second 

place for Sounds of Mu-

sic; and Haro and sopho-

more Anastacia Strezo 

earned first place for 

Wright Stuff.  

   The varsity team 

placed second overall, 

and the junior varsity 

placed sixth.  

   “Everyone on the team 

worked very hard to get to 

this point and we are ex-

cited for the opportunity 

to move on to the state 

tournament. Now the real-

ly hard work begins,” said 

Mr. Long. 

   Congratulations to the 

Science Olympiad team! 

Good luck at the state 

competition!  

(From Science, p.1) 
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Why do we make New Year’s resolutions? 

   Following the start of the 

new year, people have al-

ready started making their 

New Year’s resolutions. 

Making these resolutions 

are one of the many events 

we do to welcome the new 

year, but where did we 

even get the idea to start 

making them? 
   According to histo-

ry.com, the ancient Baby-

lonians were the first peo-

ple to start making New 

Year’s resolutions 4,000 

years ago. They commonly 

made resolutions for more 

Renee Patton 

Reporter 

of a spiritual reason to 

their gods. They did it 

every year, promising to 

their gods to pay their 

debts or return objects 

they borrowed. They 

tried to their hardest to 

keep their promises to 

the gods because the 

gods were not to be test-

ed in any ways.  
   The Romans were an-

other group to start mak-

ing resolutions. The only 

difference between them 

and the Babylonians 

were that they celebrated 

it in mid-spring around 

the spring equinox. Julius 

Caesar developed a cal-

endar around the sun, 

while the Babylonians 

having a lunar calendar, 

causing the start of the 

new year to be different. 

The month of January 

was named after their 

god, Janus, who was said 

to look back at the past 

year and forward to the 

current one. Romans 

often made promises to 

him to have good con-

duct this year along with 

making sacrifices to him.  
   In modern times, we 

usually don’t make reso-

lutions to the gods, but 

more for a personal gain 

or well-being in the new 

year. An article by Big 

Think stated that the most 

common New Year’s reso-

lutions for the past two 

years were to eat healthier, 

exercise more and to save 

money. Research from the 

University of Scranton 

states that while many 

people make resolutions, 

only 8% of those people 

actually achieve them. 

While this may be discour-

aging news, you can still 

be one of the few to actu-

ally achieve yours, and, if 

not, there is always next 

year!  
 

What are your goals for the second semester? 

“My goals are to 

get A’s in all my 

classes, make it 

into the top 10, 

and make it a 

great year.” Julia  

Morando, fresh-

man 

 

“I want to pass all 

of my classes this 

semester with 

good grades.”  

Angelica Rodri-

guez, sophomore 

“My goals for this 

semester are to get 

A’s and B’s, study 

more instead of 

procrastinating, 

and meet new peo-

ple in my classes.” 

Nohemy Pimentel, 

freshman 

“My goal for 

this semester is 

to get all A’s 

and B’s along 

with a 3.5 

GPA.”  Priscilla 

Reding, sopho-

more 

“My goal is to get 

my CDA from 

ACC, to keep my 

GPA and to grad-

uate.” Alexis 

Martin, senior 

Renee Patton 

Reporter 
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These WHS twins are one of a kind 
Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

   Have you ever felt confused going 

through the halls because you 

thought you saw the same person 

twice? Well, you are not seeing 

double--you are seeing twins! Whit-

ing High School has seven pairs of 

twins this year! It may seem sur-

prising in a school of our size, but 

what exactly does it mean to be a 

twin? There are two types of 

twins: identical and fraternal. 

Identical twins have the exact 

same genetic information, while 

fraternal twins have their own 

genetics and are not much differ-

ent than siblings that are born at 

different times. There are many 

myths and questions surrounding 

twins such as if can they read each 

other's minds or if they can feel 

each other's pain. I had a chance to 

interview our pairs of twins and 

find out more about the reality of 

being a twin and whether these 

myths are true or not. 

FRESHMEN 

SOFIA & GRACIELA 

CABRERA 

Would you switch spots? 
“I mean, our lives are practically 

the same. We do almost everything 

the same way, so if we switched 

spots there wouldn't be much dif-

ference besides having a few dif-

ferent classes. But sure, it would 

be cool to see how she gets 

through the day.” Graciela 

“I think it would be pretty cool to 

switch spots! Our days are usually 

the same, but it would be fun 

messing with people as Grace.” 

Sofia 

What is it like to constantly be 

around someone who is just like 

you? 
“To be honest, sometimes it can be 

helpful when you want to know 

what you look like. I just have to 

picture her with longer hair.” 

Graciela 

“It's crazy constantly being around 

someone just like me. Sometimes I 

know what she is thinking, and the 

other way around. Occasionally, 

we say the same things at the same 

time. It's kinda fun seeing people 

freak out when that happens.” So-

fia 

Do you also share the same 

tastes? 
“Of course. We share the same 

taste in clothing, sometimes songs 

and we always enjoy the same 

shows. Obviously it can get an-

noying at times, but it's always 

good to have someone with the 

exact same opinion as you.” 

Graciela 

“Yeah we have the same tastes for 

almost everything; for example, 

food, music, all that good stuff. It 

can sometimes be hard having the 

same tastes, though. We'll want 

the same shirt, shoes, etc., but for 

the most part it's pretty cool.” 

Sofia  

FRESHMEN 

ALICIA & MELISSA 

GUTIERREZ 

What is one thing that you can do 

well that the other can’t? 
“One thing that I can do well is that 

I am better at organizing than 

Melissa” Alicia 

“One thing that I do well is that I 

am better at sticking to things than 

Alicia” Melissa 

What is your favorite thing about 

each other? 
“My favorite thing about Alicia is 

her willingness to always have my 

back.” Melissa 

“My favorite thing about Melissa is 

her uniqueness; she is truly one of a 

kind.” Alicia 

What is one thing that annoys 

you about your twin? 
“One thing that I dislike about 

Melissa is that she is stubborn.” 

Alicia 

“One thing that I dislike about Ali-

cia is us not seeing eye to eye in 

certain situations. ”Melissa 

Alicia & Melissa 
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Leslie Lara 

Reporter 

SOPHOMORES 

 MAKENZY & AUSTIN 

CROCKER 

Do you like being a twin? 
“I honestly like being a twin. To be 

honest I thought it was going to be 

bad and we were always going to be 

competing for everything, but he 

and I worked together a lot.” 

Makenzy 

“I sort of don't like having a twin 

because we fight a lot more then we 

should.”Austin 

Did/does one twin get more atten-

tion than the other? 
“I don't think that one of us gets 

more attention than the other one. 

We maybe get more attention when 

we are doing something specific 

like playing a sport or doing some-

thing academic.” Makenzy 

“No we both get the same amount 

of attention between the both of us 

being in sports and all.” Austin 

If you were to have children, 

would you like to have twins? 
“If I were to have kids I don't think 

I would want to have twins. They 

are a lot of work, and you have to 

buy two of everything. I would feel 

that I would give more attention to 

one of them and not the other one.” 

Makenzy 

“No, because that's double the 

amount of money I have to spend 

on food, clothes, and schooling.” 

Austin 

Do you have friends that are also 

twins? 
“My best friends are actually twins

--they go to Portage. I have anoth-

er set of friends that are also twins 

that go to Portage.” Makenzy 

“I have three sets of friends that 

are twins.” Austin  

SOPHOMORES 

 ANGEL & ANGELICA 

MURILLO 

Who is the older twin? 
“My brother Angel by only one 

minute.” Angelica 

“I am the older twin.” Angel 

Who is the better-looking twin? 
“My mom loves to tell us we look 

alike, but I'd say my brother.” An-

gelica 

“I am definitely the better looking 

twin.” Angel 

Have you ever lied to your twin? 
“Lied to him, no; I tell him every-

thing. He's like my best friend, or 

at least I'd like to think so.” Angel-

ica 

“Yes, I have lied to my twin.” An-

gel  

SOPHOMORES 

 ISABEL & ISABELLA 

ORNELAS 

Is it true that you always know 

what the other twin is thinking? 
“Sometimes when we hear certain 

things we both think the same thing, 

but I do not know what she is think-

ing, I can’t read her mind; I simply 

just think the same way that she 

does at times. She says she gets it 

first, but she doesn’t. That’s a lie. 

She simply says it first and then 

says that she thought of it first, but 

she did not.” Isabel 

“Not necessarily. Most times I get a 

thought first and awhile after, she 

gets the same idea; she’ll probably 

say otherwise, but no.” Isabella 

Do you ever think about how life 

would be if the other twin wasn't 

there, or if you'd grow apart at 

some point? 
“Yes, I do think about that and my 

life would be very different if she 

was not in it; I wouldn't have the 

experiences I do now, and I would 

not be the same without her. Even-

tually, we will grow apart and we 

will go our separate ways, but she 

See These Twins, p.8) 
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will always be my twin and I will keep 

in contact with her even if it is long 

distance.” Isabel 

“If I didn’t have my twin, my life would 

be very different. I would be bored a lot 

at home, and I wouldn't have anyone to 

bother. If she wasn’t in my life, I 

wouldn’t have many experiences that I 

have gone through and my character 

would be very different. In the future I 

hope we don't grow apart and stay in 

contact and be able to tackle the obsta-

cles of life that come between us.” Isa-

bella  

JUNIORS 

 ZENEN & SERENO 

ENRIQUEZ 

What characteristics do you two 

share? 
“We both take pr ide in our  unique-

ness and our humor.” Sereno 

“I think we both share the same type of 

humor but moreso our quickness at 

adapting to situations.” Zenen 

Is it true that twins feel each other’s 

pains and worries? Have you ever felt 

your twin’s pain? 
“We are fraternal twins, but sometimes, 

yes, we feel each other’s pains and wor-

ries; for example when my brother fell 

on ice, and I swear I felt a pain on the 

same leg he fell on.” Sereno 

“I think that it is true that twins feel each 

other's pain and worries but not as bad 

as the movies make it out to be. I 

have felt my brother’s pain before, 

and sometimes it would be out of 

nowhere my arm starts hurting and 

then later I found out he hurt his...or 

maybe that's just a weird coinci-

dence.” Zenen 

What was it like for your birthday 

parties? 
“Our birthday parties weren't too bad, 

just maybe when he would get more 

or better presents than I would which 

was always weird and sometimes 

made me upset, but that was when we 

were a lot younger.” Sereno 

“Birthdays were always the weirdest 

and awkwardest part of the year be-

cause most celebrations focus on one 

person but with two people it’s al-

ways been less special (if that makes 

sense).” Zenen 

JUNIORS 

 MAYA & MIA 

URBIETA 

How does it feel to be a twin? 
“Everyone asks us that same question 

each time, and, at first, I say I hate it. 

But in all, I love being a twin. It's like 

no other bond. It's crazy just looking at 

someone that looks exactly like you. 

Having that kind of bond is so much fun 

and has so many benefits. Mia is my 

best friend and what I love is that she 

and I can just be anywhere and we will 

bust out laughing for no reason.” Maya 

“Sometimes I really don't know how to 

answer that or when people ask me do I 

like being a twin I really don't know 

how to answer that either because I 

don't know what it's like to NOT have a 

twin, but the best way I can describe it 

is like having a best friend for life. You 

get to see a whole human being grow 

physically and mentally at the same 

time as you. Besides all the fighting and 

bickering, Maya and I are so close and 

have a bond like no other. I'll always 

have someone there for me or someone 

to turn to when in need of advice or 

even clothes.” Mia 

Do you wear matching outfits? 
“Me and Mia have so many opposites. 

We do not wear matching outfits at all. 

It's more we try avoiding looking the 

same in some way when we go out with 

our friends. I feel like we totally have 

two different styles. I like to dress more 

girly, I guess you can say, and Mia likes 

to wear more of the mom jeans with 

some type of windbreaker.” Maya 

“When we were little my mom used to 

always dress us in matching outfits, but 

it would always mess my dad up when 

dropping us off to each of our separate 

babysitters, because he would always 

confuse us and give our babysitter the 

wrong twin. But now Maya and I don't 

have matching outfits because we both 

have completely different styles; we 

may have some similar pieces of cloth-

ing, but that's about it.” Mia 

Do people have a hard time telling 

you apart? 
“When people first meet us, they cannot 

tell the difference at all. And I always 

say that she and I look nothing like each 

other. But once you know us for awhile 

people say they can easily tell us apart.” 

Maya 

“Yes, people do have a hard time telling 

us apart, especially since we’re identi-

cal. The ones that have a hard time tell-

ing us apart are people who really don't 

know us or people who just met us.” 

Mia 

How do people tell you apart? 
“People say we have different shaped 

faces, and our personalities are very 

different. But the most obvious one is, 

I'm the only one that has a birthmark on 

my left arm.” Maya   

“One way you can tell us apart is by our 

faces, because Maya has a longer 

shaped face, and I have a more circular-

shaped face. But a big way to tell us 

apart is most definitely by our personali-

ties. People say Maya and I have com-

pletely different personalities and that's 

definitely true. Maya is more to herself, 

serious and quiet, but I, on the other 

hand, am more outgoing, loud and hu-

morous.” Mia 

(From These Twins, p.7) 
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What is your ideal date night? 

“My ideal date night 

would be in the sum-

mertime, going to a 

steakhouse in down-

town, and afterwards 

going to the River-

walk and watching 

the sunset. Then 

staying and walking 

around at night to 

look at the city 

lights.”  Jose Tapia, 

senior  

 

“My ideal date night 

would be going down-

town, walking around 

and shopping late in 

the night when the 

Chicago lights look 

pretty. Then going out 

to eat, anywhere that 

has good food, and 

ending the night by 

having a joy ride lis-

tening to our favorite 

music while looking at 

huge million dollar 

houses and apartments 

that I can't afford.” 

Elijah Reyna, junior 

“My ideal date would 

be going out to a mu-

seum, afterwards do 

an activity like roller 

skating, find a nice 

place to sit and eat, 

then ending off the 

night with a movie at 

a drive-in theater.” 

Jessica Ramirez, jun-

ior 

“My ideal date 

would be to take 

the train downtown 

to go ice skating 

and afterwards go-

ing to a small cozy 

coffee shop and 

enjoy each other’s 

company.” Alena 

Baez, junior 

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

CHOIR 
Aaliyah Ortiz-Gold 

Brianna Irvine-Gold 

Caitlin McEnery-Gold 

Isabel Ornelas-Gold 

Jessica Ramirez-Gold                                   

Benjamin Dirindin-Gold 

Joe Lowry-Gold 

Michael Markovich-Gold 

Girls Trio (Brianna Irvine, Jessica Ramirez, Arianna Furto)-Gold 

Girls Sextet (Alexsis Ray, Angel Taylor, Naomi Mata, Nahomi Galindo, Gianna Almanza, Aaliyah Ortiz)-Silver 

Aidan Smith-Silver 

BAND 
Brianna Irvine (Flute)-Gold 

Alena Baez (Trumpet)-Gold 

Ethan Harbin (Multi-Percussion)-Gold     

Grace Cabrera (Flute)-Gold 

Halle Hetzel (Clarinet)-Gold 

Ben Dirindin (Snare Drum)-Gold 

Flute Trio (Brianna Irvine, Aaliyah Ortiz, Grace Cabrera)-Gold 

Congratulations to ISSMA Medalists 

“My ideal date 

would probably be 

to go to the movies 

and then out to eat 

mostly because it’s 

not too fancy, and I 

would prefer to get 

to know the person 

better and watch a 

good movie as 

well.” Carmen Luvi-

ano, sophomore  
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Barbosa and Reillo bring pride to WHS 

  Ten seems to be senior Nino Bar-

bosa’s lucky number, not only be-

cause that was the number he proud-

ly wore for the Oilers every Friday 

night, but also because that is the 

number of post season awards Bar-

bosa can remember receiving at the 

end of the 2018 Oiler Football sea-

son. And, many of these weren’t 

your average school awards; Bar-

bosa not only earned awards at the 

school level, but at a regional and 

state level as well.  

   Barbosa led the state of Indiana 

in interceptions; he was named to 

the USA Today All-USA Indiana 

Second Team, as well as being 

named to the First Team All-State 

for Indiana by the Indiana Foot-

ball Coaches Association. In 

terms of region honors, Barbosa 

was named to the Greater South 

Shore First Team. In addition, he 

received an honor that very few 

athletes from a small football pro-

gram and town like Whiting usu-

ally earn: Defensive Player of the 

Year by the Post Tribune, and a 

very personal article was pub-

lished in the Chicago Tribune, a 

newspaper read by thousands eve-

ry day.  

  So what made Barbosa into this 

award-winning player?  He has 

been playing the game since he 

was five years old. 

   “I got so interested in this sport 

at such a young age because I 

would go with my uncles and 

cousins to their practices all the 

time, and I just fell in love with it, 

running around and being able to 

meet new people,” said Barbosa.  

  Ever since then, Barbosa’s initial 

interest turned into a full on obses-

sion as he became the player he is 

today.  

   “Nino was gifted a great deal of 

talent. He has cultivated a drive to 

compete at the highest level and 

wants to be the best. In clutch mo-

ments he is one who wanted the 

ball. He was a playmaker,” said Oil-

ers head football coach Jeff Cain.  

   Coach. Cain was proud to add a 

couple more awards for Barbosa, 

naming him Overall MVP for the 

2018 Oiler football season as well as 

awarding him with the “Pick and 

Stick” award for the season. Now 

that Barbosa’s high school football 

career has come to a close, he has 

lots to be proud of and that is very 

apparent with the overwhelming 

amount of recognition he has re-

ceived. 

  “It just shows all the hard work 

I’ve put in to get where I am now is 

paying off, and it feels amaz-

ing,”  Barbosa said. 

 

 

NINO BARBOSA 

FOOTBALL 

G’ANGELO REILLO 

BASKETBALL 

   With the Oiler basketball season 

nearly finished, the tensions are 

getting higher and higher as the 

Oilers quickly approach the off-

season. This year, the basketball 

program has received a higher 

level of attention from surround-

ing media sources, and that is all 

thanks to senior G’Angelo Reillo. 

Due to Reillo’s outstanding per-

formance this season, the Whiting 

Oilers are becoming a more famil-

iar name not only in the Region, 

but in the state as well. Reillo was 

named Player of the Week for 

Indiana by multiple sources, some 

of them being Prep Hoops, Indy 

Star, and Northwest Indiana 

Times. This nomination comes in 

light of his outstanding perfor-

mance during facing their Lake 

Station Edison opponents. Reillo 

produced a triple double consisting 

of 30 points, 11 rebounds, and 11 

assists; he also added four steals. It 

is performances such as this that 

has helped to get Reillo this recog-

nition across the state. 

  “I’ve been playing basketball 

since sixth grade in recreational 

leagues and for school,” said Reil-

lo.  “It’s just fun for me to put on a 

show now every time I play and 

show what I’m capable of doing on 

the court,” Reillo went on to add. 

   Very aware of his successes, Reil-

lo realizes it is vital to stay humble 

and uses his successes only as moti-

vation in his basketball career.  

   “It feels great,” said Reillo. 

(See Reillo, p.14) 



Nicole Jovceski 

Reporter 

GOOD LUCK AT SECTIONALS 

 OILERS!       
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Winning streak provides Oilers momentum for sectionals 

Yasmeen Uribe 

Reporter 

   As boys basketball readies for the 

postseason, the Oilers have been 

working hard and they are putting 

up a fight. 

    “This year has been adventurous 

to say the least. We have been up 

and down all year and lost some 

games that we should have won. I 

still feel that we can compete with 

every team in our sectional and 

have a shot at winning the whole 

thing,” said coach Aaron Mercer. 

    Coach Mercer also explained 

that this year’s communication has 

improved on and off the court to-

wards the teammates and coaches. 

   “Last season the guys were just 

getting used to a new system on the 

offensive and defensive end of the 

floor. We play a much more uptem-

po game than the Whiting teams in 

the past,” coach Mercer added. 

   The players continue to strive to 

be better each and every game and 

have talent that is being recognized 

throughout the state. Senior G’An-

gelo Reillo has been honored with 

numerous accolades throughout the 

season, and is on track to be 

WHS’s all-time leading scorer. 

During the game against Calumet 

Township, Reillo made his 1000th 

career point. 

  “It was a great feeling being one 

of the very few to score 1000 

points in the basketball program; 

definitely a great accomplish-

ment,” said Reillo. 

   It seems momentum will be 

pushing the Oilers right along 

into Sectional 33 play which 

begins for them on February 27 

against Gary Roosevelt at Lake 

Station. Despite  a rough start to 

the season,  the Oilers are cur-

rently on a seven game winning 

streak and plan to keep the trend 

as they head into postseason 

play. 

  “Despite the rough first half of 

the season, I think we’re looking 

pretty solid and definitely ready 

for sectionals,” said senior Frank 

Senteno.  

   The Oilers are hoping that the 

excitement and momentum of 

this winning streak can carry 

over into sectional play. 

  “The team is looking very solid. 

We started to really gel together 

at the perfect time. The coaches 

have put their faith in our athletic 

abilities and we’ve just been run-

ning with it. Every guy on this 

team has accepted their role and 

we’ve just been going crazy,” 

said senior Di’Ante Marshall.  

   Di’Ante is one of eight seniors 

on the team this year, and the 

amount of versatility and experi-

ence some of those eight players 

have can potentially lead them all 

the way to a sectional title and 

beyond. 

   “Being a senior, I hope to make 

a run down to state. This season 

has taught me the value of leader-

ship among a team,” added Mar-

shall. 

   “Heading into the sectional we 

are playing our best basketball of 

the year,” said head coach Mercer. 

“This winning streak that we are 

currently on is a direct reflection 

of the players’ hard work and will-

ingness to accept their role on the 

floor as well as playing together as 

a team.  At the beginning of the 

year as a team they were still fig-

uring out what their roles were.  

Now that they all know what their 

roles are and are playing those 

roles well, the winning has come a 

lot easier,” added Mercer.  

   Both the players and coaches 

seem to be optimistic heading into 

the postseason and hopes are high 

as the Oilers are equipped with a 

strong pack determined for noth-

ing but big wins in the postseason. 

Make sure to come out and sup-

port your team on February 27 at 

Lake Station! Good luck Oilers!  
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Lady Oilers show improvement, end season at 15-9 
Leylani Zamora 

Reporter 

   The Lady Oilers had quite the sea-

son with an overall record of 15-9.  

They ended with a conference record 

of 5-2, earning them second place in 

the GSSC. The Lady Oilers put in 

much work and put their hearts into 

their preparation, and both players 

and their coaches were ready for the 

challenge. 

   “We have gained a lot of experi-

ence this year,” said coach Rick 

Gregory. “The girls have battled and 

have proven they can play with some 

of the better teams in the area, de-

spite their loss in the sectionals 

game,” added coach Rick. 

   Some games really proved to their 

fans and themselves that they could, 

in fact, compete with great teams 

and even dominate some. A very 

exciting game to watch was against 

Lowell. The girls also had a close 

game against Calumet and pulled 

through with a win (36-34). These 

were just two of the games that 

showed their capability as a team. 

Something both Coach and the play-

ers noticed is that when all the play-

ers put in their best effort and played 

to their full potential, it resulted in 

success.  
   The team parted ways with two 

key players after this season:  point 

guard Emily Balcazar and post play-

er Ariana Adam. Both have played 

all four years under the coach Rick 

and were actually his first group 

here at Whiting High School. 

    “Words cannot express the sad-

ness that I have knowing that the 

two seniors that have experienced 

the ups and the downs with me my 

first four years here at Whiting will 

be moving on with their lives.  I 

will miss them deeply, but I do plan 

on staying in touch with them. 

They are family to me!” said coach 

Rick.  
   Both girls have their plans for 

after high school and are committed 

to schools.  

   “After high school, I plan to go to 

Judson University where I will ma-

jor in architecture and hope to play 

basketball,” said Balcazar.  

   Adam responded, “After high 

school, I plan to attend Calumet 

College of Saint Joseph to study 

elementary education.”  
   Balcazar had a great four years of 

basketball, but this was an especial-

ly notable season where she aver-

aged at least 11 points every game. 

When asked to share a favorite 

memory, Balcazar could not narrow 

it to just one. 

  “Throughout all my four years of 

high school basketball,  I don’t 

have a favorite memory. Every 

memory is my favorite. I will cher-

ish every moment and time I spent 

with my second family. It’s never a 

dull moment with my girls and 

coaches. I love them with all my 

heart,” Balcazar responded. 
   Some of their teammates shared 

what they will miss about the sen-

iors. 

   “I’m going to miss their leader-

ship. They always knew how to 

push us and make us work hard. 

Our team has been playing together 

for a long time and it’s hard seeing 

them leave,” said sophomore Lea 

Zorich.  
   “I am going to miss their abilities 

as players and hard work they put 

into the game. I am going to miss 

fighting with Ariana in the post (in 

(See Lady Oilers, p.14) 

Above, Seniors  Emily Balcazar and Aria-
na Adam have played basketball through-

out their high school careers. They will be 

missed by their teammates and coaches. 
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  After last week’s East Chicago 

Central Semistate, the wrestling 

season officially ended. Through-

out the busy, productive season, 

wrestlers continuously impressed 

us with the hard work they demon-

strated on and off the mats. Since 

the beginning of the season, they 

tirelessly worked in order to im-

prove and strive to reach the goals 

they had set for themselves.  

   This season the wrestlers  made 

some great achievements, both as 

a team and individually.  

   “The wrestling team is starting 

to put things together. The infor-

mation and technique that they 

have learned are starting to make 

sense to them,” said coach Ford.  

   The 20 wrestlers on the team 

helped to fill 11 of the 14 weight 

classes this season. Overall as a 
team, they had four team victories.  

   On January 12, the team made 

their way to Hanover Central to 

compete in the GSSC tourna-

ment. Ten of the wrestlers 

placed in their own weight class 

at this tournament: Lexi Carri-

zales and Javier Cruz placed 

eighth; Sergio Hernandez and 

John Furto placed seventh; Rob-

ert Garcia took sixth place; John 

Bock, Ruben Silvas and Mikey 

Galaviz placed fifth; Aaliyah 

Ortiz placed fourth; and Mathew 

Honeycutt was champion in his 

weight class.      

   Sectionals began on January 

26 at East Chicago Central. Eve-

ryone was extremely motivated 

and had been working hard in 

order to try and advance to re-

gionals. Placing in the top four 

for their respective weight clas-

ses, Silvas, Bock and Honeycutt 

earned spots at regionals. After 

competing at regionals,  Hon-

eycutt  advanced to the East 

Chicago Central Semistate.  

   “Semistate was a great experi-

ence for all of us. I know it did-

n’t end the way we wanted, but 
it showed us what we have to do 

to take that next step,” said 

coach Ford.  

   In addition to Honeycutt wres-

tling at semistate, Bock also 

wrestled at the competition as a 

replacement. 

  “I was happy for them to have 

that experience,” said coach 

Ford.  

   The season has quickly come 

to an end and for many of the 

wrestlers it will be their last. 

   “Overall I feel like I did well, 

even though I feel like I could 

have done better. I’m sad that 

this is my last year and I’m go-

ing to miss it a lot,” said Alex 

Gomez. 

   Many of the seniors worked 

extremely hard to work on the 

goals they had made for them-

selves considering that it would 

be their last.  

   “I placed in one of the compe-

titions and I lasted until the end 

of the season. I was glad I was 

able to make it to the end,” said 

Carrizales.  

   “What I’m going to miss most 

about the season is wrestling my 

teammates during practice. It 

was like we were competing 

against each other every day and 

that made it fun because we 

were always trying new moves 

out on each other and also im-

proving while doing it,” said 

Furto.  

   Coach Ford also reflected on 

the season as well. 

   “I would like to tell my sen-

iors thank you.  Thank you for 

giving us an opportunity and 

working hard.  Your commit-

ment has helped set the founda-

tion for Whiting wres-

tling.  You've set an example for 

the other wrestlers and it will be 

a tough job to follow.  Good 

luck and best wishes in all that 
you do.  I know you will be suc-

cessful,” coach Ford added.  

Above, Sophomore Mathew Honeycutt and 

senior John Bock wrestled in the semistate 

tournament.      Photo courtesy Coach Ford 

Above, Sophomore Mathew Honeycutt 
placed fourth at the regional, earning 

himself a trip to semistate. 

                        Photo courtesy Coach Ford 
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   “Being ranked the number six 

guard in basketball for the state of 

Indiana makes me stand out; a lot 

of college coaches are calling my 

phone for me to be a part of their 

team and now a lot of people are 

starting to recognize who I am and 

what I can do on the court,” added 

Reillo.  

   “What people don’t see are the 

countless hours he puts in the gym 

outside of practice and game 

times. Just the other day, he called 

and asked me if I could open the 

gym so he could shoot and work 

out, and in that time he shot over 

600 shots as well as worked on 

others aspects of his game,” said 

head coach Aaron Mercer. “Yes 

G’Angelo is a tremendous scorer 

(one of the best in the state) and 

definitely one of the best players I 

have coached in the past 26 years. 

What people don’t realize is what 

a tremendous passer and rebound-

er he is game after game. G’Ange-

lo has earned each and every 

award he has received, and there 

will be more to come,” added 

Mercer.  

   Reillo has received a total of 

ten college offers: four being 

Division 1, the highest level of 

college play. Many would 

dream to receive even just one 

offer from these Division  1 

schools. In addition, Reillo has 

also reached a goal that many 

don’t get to achieve in their time 

as a high school player, on De-

cember 11, Reillo scored the 

1,000th point of his career during 

the Whiting-Calumet matchup.  

   Just last week, Reillo was 

named Dutch Farms Athlete of 

the Week for scoring 90 points 

in four games. Within those four 

games he earned a triple-double 

with 24 points, 15 rebounds, and 

11 assists against Morton; and 

had two double-doubles within 

those four games as well. 

 “It humbles me because I don’t 

want to get big-headed or feel 

like I’m better than everyone 

else,” said Reillo. With Reillo's  

plans to continue to perform and 

stay humble his future seems 

bright, and Oiler Nation will 

continue to cheer him and the 

entire basketball team on for the 

remainder of their season.  

a good way) and making me better, 

as well as making me go up strong-

er. Also, (I’ll miss) Emily helping 

me with my ball handling and al-

ways pushing me to keep going,” 

said junior Jenna Mercer.  
   “Each senior had something they 

brought to the team that had a big 

impact, especially Emily; she was 

the one that would always push the 

team to our limits. The season did-

n’t end as planned, but there’s al-

ways next year,” added junior Ma-

ya Urbieta.  
    And what will Adam miss about 

the team?  

   “The thing I’m going to miss the 

most about basketball is the bond 

that I have made with my team. 

They’re like a second family to me, 

and we have each other's backs on 

and off the court,” said Adam.  
   Although the girls lost their sec-

tional, they still put up a fight and 

did not give up. They continued to 

fight through the second half and 

at some points surprised not only 

Andrean, but also their own fans. 

The girls knew that the game was 

going to be a hard one to win, and 

even so, coach Rick remained 

optimistic. 

   “This game will not be easy to 

win, but I believe in them,” coach 

Rick said. 

   Despite the lead Andrean had, the 

Lady Oilers remained resilient 

throughout the second half to the 

buzzer and that displays their heart 

for the game.  
   “Our girls are going to need to put 

much effort, sweat, and passion into 

this next season. We’ve learned a 

lot as a team and that working as 

such brings us the most success,” 

said coach Rick.  
   “Next year, senior year, (for many 

of us) will be our last year and last 

chance to get where we want. We 

really have to work during the off-

season to get farther next season,” 

said Urbieta.  
   Congratulations on a successful 

season, Lady Oilers! You will be 

missed, Emily and Ariana! 

(From Reillo Sectionals, p.10) 

Above, Friends and teammates Nino Bar-

bosa and G’Angelo Reillo have achieved 

much success in their senior sports sea-

sons .            

(From Lady Oilers, p.12) 

Above, The Lady Oilers basketball team. 
Under coach Rick Gregory and his staff, 

the team has shown improvement, earning 

second place in the GSSC and having a 15

-9 record overall. 


