
Science Olympiad Green earns fourth place finish at first invite 
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Above,  The Science Olympiad team earned numerous medals at 

the Whiting Invite held on December 7. Whiting Green (A) team 

earned 4th place; Whiting White (B) team earned 13th place over-

all; and Whiting Silver (C) team earned 19th overall. 
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Renee Patton 

Reporter 

 On December 7, 2019, 
the Whiting Science 
Olympiad team competed 
in their first competition 
of the season which was a 
huge success. The compe-
tition was held here at 
Whiting High School with 
check in being at 7 a.m. 
and the awards ceremony 
starting at 5 p.m. 
Throughout the entire day, 
teams throughout the state 
competed in different 
events including Gravity 
Vehicle, Circuit Lab and 
Wright Stuff. These three 
events are only a few in 
the 24 various events this 
year. The team performed 
phenomenally at the com-
petition with the varsity 
team placing fourth over-
all with a total score of 
164. 
    Some of the students 
who earned medals during 
this competition include 
Olivia Olson and Julia 
Morando who placed 3rd 
in Boomilever; Zenen 
Enriquez and Renee Pat-

ton who earned 5th place 
in Chemistry Lab; Andres 
Gomez and Christian 
Camacho who earned 1st 
place in Circuit Lab; John 
Lowry, Kevin Torres and 
Patton who earned 2nd in 
Codebusters; Dulce Zaca-
rias-Alvarez and Olson 
who earned 3rd in Design-
er Genes; Josemiguel 
Haro and Patton who 
earned 5th place in Geo-
logical Mapping; Haro 

and Camacho who 
earned 3rd in Gravity 
Vehicle;  James Fernan-
dez who earned 2nd place 
in Gravity Vehicle; En-
riquez and Gomez who 
earned 5th in Machines; 
Isaiah Lesiak-Lavarias 
and Sergio Hernandez 
who earned 5th in Orni-
thology; Torres and 
Anastacia Strezo who 
earned 2nd in Ornitholo-
gy; Logan Segura and 

Kimmya Upton who 
earned 5th in Ping Pong 
Parachute; Camacho, Zac-
arias-Alvarez and Olson 
who earned 3rd in Protein 
Modeling; Gomez and 
Patton who earned 1st in 
Sounds of Music; and 
Strezo and Haro who 
earned 1st in Wright 
Stuff.  
     “I think we did really 
well at the Whiting Invite, 
and we really showed the 
amount of potential we 
have as a team,” said 
Torres. “Everyone put a 
lot of effort into every-
thing they did, which was 
a pretty cool thing to see. 
I’m pretty excited for the 
rest of the season because 
I know that we’re going 
to improve a lot more and 
do much better,” Torres 
added. 
   These students have 
shown exceptional ability 
and are getting ready for 
their next invitational on 
January 11, in Carnegie 
Mellon, Pennsylvania. 
The team is ready to com-
pete in their events as 
well as improve more as 
the season goes on.  
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AP Gov students achieve success at ‘We the People’ competition 

Leslie Lara 

Reporter 

   After making it to state 
last year, Mr. Harnew’s 
senior AP Government 
class competed in this 
year's We the People com-
petition. The Indiana Bar 
Foundation created this 
educational program with 
the purpose of promoting 
civic competence and in 
attempts to encourage stu-
dents to learn more about 
their rights and place in the 
government. 
   “This program allows 
students to see how the 
Founding Fathers envi-
sioned our country and 
how much thought went 
into creating our American 
government. Cultures have 
changed a lot since 1787, 
but the ideals of our nation 
are the same. After com-
pleting this program, stu-
dents have a deeper con-
nection to this system and 
are more likely going to 
become active participants 
in the democratic process 
in the future,” said Mr. 
Harnew.  
   In order to compete, the 
students teamed up into 
groups of three and each 
student must write a piece 
based off the unit topic and 
question he or she was 
assigned. At the competi-
tion one essay out of the 
three was randomly select-
ed, then it was orally read 
in four minutes. After, the 
panel of judges was allot-

Above,  Mr. Harnew’s AP Government recently participated in the 

We the People competition held at IU Northwest on November 25. 

Photos courtesy Mr.  Harnew 

 

ted seven minutes for a 
question and answer por-
tion of the competition in 
which the students provid-
ed well- informed opinion-
ated answers on the ques-
tion they were asked. 
   In order to prepare for 
the competition the stu-
dents worked diligently in 
class, whether that was 
working on their essays or 
learning information about 
government structure and 
laws that would provide 
them with information in 
order to prepare for the 
essay and questions. Aside 
from that, Mr. Harnew 
arranged for all of the stu-
dents and several guest 
judges to come in one 
evening after school. At 
the evening session, stu-
dents practiced by reading 
their essays aloud to two 
panels of judges and then 
being questioned. This not 

only allowed them to con-
sider some of the questions 
they may be asked, but it 
also helped them practice 
in a realistic scenario. 
    “The most beneficial 
thing while doing this for 
me was being able to apply 
my historical knowledge 
and practice answering 
questions efficiently,” said 
Angelica Jovceski.  
   This year’s competition 
took place at IU Northwest 
on Monday, November 25. 
There were two teams at 
the competition and they 
both automatically moved 
on to state; they were com-
peting for first and second 
place. The competition 
lasted about two hours 
while each of the six units 
read their essays aloud 
then answered judges’ 
question. For each unit 
there was a different judg-

ing panel which kept the 
students on edge. 
    “I was most nervous 
about being dependable for 
my other teammates and 
answering the questions 
correctly,” said Parker 
Jennings.  
  “My favorite part is when 
the units are presenting 
their opening statements. 
Each student in the unit is 
a part of this process, and 
the students have to work 
together as a team to build 
a strong argument to a 
panel of judges,” said Mr. 
Harnew.  
   After the competition 
was over, the awards cere-
mony followed. The Whit-
ing team was very success-
ful with four of six units 
winning first place! The 
team overall came in sec-
ond place and qualified to 
move on to state. Due to 
the timing, however, this is 
where their journey ended.  
   “This year's group was 
very successful. We had a 
lot of practice to prepare 
ourselves for regionals. 
We had 10 guest judges 
including lawyers, college 
professors, media produc-
ers and state representa-
tives. I am proud of all the 
work that our class was 
able to accomplish,” stated 
Mr. Harnew.  
   Congratulations to Mr. 
Harnew and his AP Gov-
ernment class on their suc-
cess! 

Unit 1 Winners:Abigail Edwards, 

Lucas Zelkin, Zenen Enriquez 

Unit 2 Winners: Olivia Olson, 

Dulce Zacarias, Leslie Lara 

Unit 4 Winners: Abigail Edwards, 

Angelica Jovceski, Pierce Greer 

Unit 6 Winners: Andres Gomez, 

Lucas Zelkin, Zenen Enriquez 



What are your Christmas traditions? 
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These are a few of our favorite things... 

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

“My favorite holi-
day tradition is 
waking up my 
family on Christ-
mas Day by play-
ing “All I Want for 
Christmas Is You” 
by Mariah Carey 
because it annoys 
them and it puts a 
smile on my 
face :)” Gabe 
Jimenez, sopho-
more 

“My favorite holi-
day tradition is 
having Christmas 
at my grandma’s 
house because we 
get to wear our 
pajamas all day, 
and I get to spend 
time with my 
family.” Jazmyn 
Beasley, fresh-
man  

“I make tamales 
with my family 
before Christmas 
so we can eat 
them on Christ-
mas. I also enjoy 
putting the tree up 
after Thanksgiv-
ing dinner!” Ni-
cole Berrones, 
junior 

“My favorite holi-
day tradition is 
going to my 
grandma's house 
on Christmas 
morning and 
spending the day 
with my family, 
enjoying every-
body's company.” 
Maya Jacinto, 
senior 

“My favorite holi-
day tradition is 
putting up the 
Christmas tree with 
my family and just 
using that time to 
bond with them.” 
Lucas Zelkin, sen-
ior 

Parker Jennings 

Reporter 
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have really nice eyes 
 
Do you do any ac-
tivities outside of 
school? 
 I stay after school 
for cross country and 
occasionally 
S.T.A.N.D. 
 
Most embarrassing 
moment? 
 Every day in math 
class is an embar-
rassing moment. 
 
What color repre-
sents you the best 
and why? 
 Red because it’s vi-
brant 
 
If you could go any-
where in the world, 
where would you 
go?  
I’d love to go to Fiji 
because it’s tropical. 
 
Are you excited for 
this upcoming 
year? 
 Very excited, espe-
cially since our class 
is planning prom this 
year. 
 
Favorite songs cur-
rently? 
 I don’t have a favor-
ite song. It just de-
pends on the mood 
I’m in that day. 

If you could bring 
three things on a 
deserted island, 
what would you 
bring? 
 If I wanted to sur-
vive, I would bring a 
water bottle, food, 
and maybe a boat to 
leave. If I wanted to 
chill then a ham-
mock, food, and 
something to enter-
tain me. 
 
What do you like to 
do in your free 
time?  
In my free time I 
usually watch Net-
flix. 
 
What’s your favor-
ite sport? 
 I can’t decide be-
tween wrestling or 
baseball. 
 
What’s your goal 
for this year? 
 My goal for this 
year is to get at least 
a B in AP Bio. 
 
What’s your favor-
ite animal?  

My favorite animal is a 
shark, but I really can’t 
tell you why. 
 
 Do you do any activi-
ties outside of school? 
 My favorite thing to do 
outside of school is 
hangout with friends 
and go on drives. 
 
Most embarrassing 
moment? 
 My most embarrassing 
moment was freshman 
year when I took a fast-
ball to the face at bat, 
and I didn’t even try to 
move out of the way. 
 
What color represents 
you the best and 
why?  
I think blue represents 
me well because I’m 
always calm. 
 
If you could go any-
where in the world, 
where would you go? 
 I would probably travel 
to the Bahamas. 
 
Favorite song current-
ly?  
My favorite song is 
probably “Speechless” 
by Dan + Shay. 
 
Are you excited for 
this upcoming year?  
I am excited for this  
year. I’m mostly look-
ing forward to wres-
tling and baseball sea-
son along with prom.  
 
 
 

Get to know the juniors: Angelica Rodriguez and Angel Murillo 
Renee Patton 

Reporter 

Angelica Rodriguez 

If you could bring 
three things on a 
deserted island, 
what would you 
bring? 
 Sunglasses, a blan-
ket, and some food. 
 
What do you like to 
do on your free 
time? 
 I like to spend time 
with my friends. 
 
What is your favor-
ite sport? 
 I like swimming and 
running. 
 
What’s your goal 
for this year? 
 My goal for this year 
is to do well in all of 
my classes. 
 
What’s your favor-
ite animal?  
Lions because they 

Angel Murillo 

CO 2021 
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Tis the season for giving: MYAC and STAND drives help those in need 

THE TATTLER STAFF 

   After winning their first 
two games of the seasons, the 
Oilers evened their record at 
2-2.  
   “We started the season 2-0 
with wins over Hammond 
Hast and Hammond 
Clark.  We moved on to our 
third game of the year against 
a very talented and experi-
enced Hanover Central team 
and lost,” said Coach Aaron 
Mercer.  “We are a very 

young and inexperienced 
team, but the kids are im-
proving every single day and 
learning to play together as a 
team.  I am very proud of the 
effort and determination of 
this young group of 
kids.  We currently have five 
freshmen on the varsity team 
that are learning day by day 
what it takes to play at the 
varsity level.  I have one 
returning starter (Osvaldo 
Terrazas) who is a great 
leader not only on the bas-
ketball floor, but off it as 
well. Oz is a great leader and 

mentor for all the young 
kids.  If the young kids can 
emulate what Oz does day in 
and day out, we will have a 
very bright future.” 
    In the game against Hano-
ver Central on December 6, 
Terrazas had 20 points, 11 
rebounds, and four assists. 
Freshman Nolan Toth 
chipped in nine for the Oil-
ers. 
   “We’ve had a solid first 
three games, and since this is 
our first year playing togeth-
er, we are only going to get 

better from here,” said Terra-
zas. 
With plenty of games left 
this season, the team will 
gain experience and with 
continued effort and hard 
work will be a force to be 
reckoned with as the season 
progresses.  
   Come out to support your 
team their away game De-
cember 21 at River Forest. 
Good luck, Oilers! 

  
 

Young Oiler team shows determination and effort 
Ms. Hylek 

Guest Reporter 

MYAC’s ANNUAL TOY DRIVE  RESULTS: 

 56 high school students donated a game/toy along 
with a handful of staff that participated.   

 The WMS collected five boxes of toys.  

 Nathan Hale collected four extra large bags of toys. 
Thanks to all of those who donated! 

                                                     Photo courtesy Ms. Kelly Morando  

STAND’s BAR SOAP DRIVE  RESULTS: 

 First Place: Mr. Nichols’ SRT:  57 Bars 

 Second Place: Hylek’s SRT: 26 Bars 

 Third Place: Mr. Long’s SRT:  22 Bars 

 Mr. Ehrlich’s SRT: 13 Bars/43 Shampoos  & 
Conditioners 

 Office: 7 Bars/5 Shampoos & Conditioners 
Thanks to all of those who donated! 

                                                     Photo courtesy Ms. Selene Giron  



Lady Oilers try to rebound from injuries 
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Leylani Zamora 

Reporter 

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

Wrestlers looking to improve one match at a time 

   As the Lady Oilers progress with 
their season, they have experienced 
some obstacles along the way.  
   “Two of our five starters are injured 
right now; it's unfortunate but it gives 
some of the other players an oppor-
tunity to improve and step up,” said 
Coach Rick Gregory.  
   Starter Lea Zorich suffered an inju-
ry during the Clark game, came back 
to play in the Hanover game, as well 
as against Griffith where she strained 
her previous injury. In the first quar-
ter of the Griffith game senior and 
starter Allison Casanova injured her 
ankle leaving her out of the remain-
der of the Griffith game and the 
games to follow. Despite these inju-

ries, the team is continuing to play 
their game and working toward 
the biggest goal of the program as 
a whole, a sectional title. 
    “These games are preparation 
for our sectional,” said Coach 
Rick Gregory. “We just have to 
get deeper than our opponents and 
play good basketball. Once we get 
our starters back, we hope to be 
deeper and come back stronger as 
a team,” Coach Gregory added. 
   The Lady Oilers have a record 
of 3-6, which includes victories 
against Gavit by a final score of 
65-42, and against Bowman by a 
final score of 45-33.  
   The girls lost to Griffith 20-57, 
Hanover 43-60, Covenant Chris-
tian 31-56 and Valparaiso 22-55.  
   Despite the losses the girls are 
continuing to work towards their 

goal of a sectional championship 
and are not giving up. There are 
still games to be played and they 
hope to come up and win some of 
these next games.  
   “Playing a defensive as well as 
offensive game is going to be key 
to winning our games here on 
out,” said Coach Gregory.  
   Upcoming games include Calu-
met on Wednesday, December 18, 
and against River Forest on Fri-
day, December 20, both of which 
are home conference games. The 
team will also participate in a 
Holiday Tournament at Hanover 
over Christmas break.  
   We hope to see everyone out 
supporting the Lady Oilers at their 
home games and wish them the 
best of luck!  

   After three eventful matches, the 
Oiler wrestlers are working hard to 
improve and bring on the wins. On 
December 4, they lost as a team to 
Griffith which is always a good 
team according to Coach Ford. Six 
grapplers wrestled tough with 
Mathew Honeycutt and Christian 
Vazquez earning victories for the 
night.  
   On December 11, the team went 
up against Boone Grove and Bishop 
Noll and finished off with a 36-24 
loss to Boone Grove but a 30-15 

win against Bishop Noll. Ruben 
Silvas and Vic Martinez both won 
their matches by pin.  
   It has been a tough start of the 
season, but the team is working 
very hard during practices and 
putting in the work to improve. 
    “I love it when our wrestlers 
have tough matches against quali-
ty opponents. It shows the coach-
ing staff where each wrestler 
stands and it also shows the wres-
tler what they need to work on to 
get to that level.  If our wrestlers 
want to continue past sectionals, 
these are the type of opponents 
that they will see at the regional 
and semistate levels,” said Coach 
Ford. 

   The coaching staff is working 
very hard to prepare each individ-
ual wrestler to improve and meet 
their goals for the season. Coach 
Ford has some advice for the team 
saying, “I will continue to tell our 
wrestlers to get better every day. 
Learn something new and execute 
it correctly.  The next couple of 
weeks will be a great test to see 
where we currently stand.” 
   The next match will take place 
Saturday, December 21, at Hobart 
where they will be going up 
against five different schools. 
Best of luck to the team as they 
continue on through their season. 

Happy Holidays! 

Enjoy Your Break! 


