
 

Science Olympiad prepares for annual invitational 

NHS practices the gift of giving year-round 
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Above,  NHS members make 

treat bags for children at St. 

Joseph’s Carmelite Home for 

Thanksgiving. 

                     Photo courtesy Mrs. Klochan 

   Just as the winter sports 
teams have recently be-
gun their seasons, the 
Whiting Science Olympi-
ad team will soon follow 
suit this weekend as it 
hosts its annual invitation-
al. The team, led by spon-
sors Mr. Dan Nichols and 
Mr. Jeremy Long, looks 
forward to building on its 
tradition of success and 
has set high expectations 
for this season.  
   With the addition of a 

Renee Patton 

Reporter 

new C team, the team 
has expanded greatly 
this year with many new 
recruits among the fresh-
man class, along with 
the return of the seniors.  
   “I’m very excited for 
the upcoming invitation-
al in December. I’m in 
five events this year, 
including Gravity Vehi-
cle, GeoLogic Mapping, 
Fossils, Machines, and 
Codebusters,” said sen-
ior James Fernandez.  
   The team will kick off 
its season with the annu-
al Whiting Invitational 
hosted here at WHS on 
December 7, from 6 a.m.

--6 p.m. with over 20 
teams expected to com-
pete from all over the 
state.  
   “This season should be 
a great one!  We have a 
lot of experienced and 
excited team members 
ready to show that we're 
one of the best teams in 
the state,” said Mr. Long. 
   The team got a head 
start this year with an 
event called Build It Day 
held at Westville High 
School on November 9.  
   “Build It Day was a 
huge success! Students 
got the chance to learn 
about their events with 

some experts and they 
were able to get a head 
start on building some 
successful devices with 
the science knowledge 
they gained. It should give 
our team a nice boost be-
fore our first competition 
at the Whiting Invitational 
on December 7,” Mr. 
Long said. 
   The team has been 
working hard to prepare 
for this season and mem-
bers are excited and ready 
so show how their prepa-
ration has paid off. Good 
luck at the invitational, 
Science Olympiad team! 

   Although the holiday 
season is known for a 
time for giving, the Whit-
ing High School National 
Honor Society has been 
very busy, participating in 
numerous service-based 
activities year-round. 
Most recently, the NHS, 
led by Mrs. Marina 
Klochan, has sponsored  
the Knock Knock Give a 
Sock  Drive, made treat 
bags for the Carmelite 
Home, and made Christ-
mas ornaments for the 
Whiting Convalescent 
Home, sharing their spirit 
of giving with others.    
   The National Honor 

Angelica  Jovceski 

Reporter 

Society is a nationwide 
organization for high 
school students. Selec-
tion is based on four cri-
teria: scholarship, leader-
ship, service and charac-
ter. Throughout the 
school year (and during 

the off months as well), 
NHS partakes in is fund-
raising for charities, pro-
moting and assisting non-
profit organizations and 
contributing many hours 
of volunteer work.  
   “If you’re looking to be 
inducted into the Nation-
al Honor Society, it is 
important that you have 
leadership skills, show 
strong character and un-
derstand the importance 
of service, all of which 
embody the National 
Honor Society,” said 
NHS President Josemi-
guel Haro. 
   Last spring 14 students 
were inducted into this 
prestigious organization 
and they, along with the 

rest of the members, in 
addition to the most re-
cent activities, have par-
ticipated in Whiting’s Fire 
Safety Day, Chamber of 
Commerce Fundraising, 
The Red Cross Blood 
Drive, Incoming Students 
Assistance Day, St. Bal-
drick’s Fundraising and 
Walk to School Day.  
   “My favorite event to 
participate in was the St. 
Baldrick’s fundraising 
event,” said Haro. “It was 
a memorable time having 
the members’ homemade 
baked goods sold while 
people donated their hair 
for a great cause. It 
showed how friendly and 
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Homecoming 2019: Oilers Got the Beat! 

    During Homecoming Week 
2019, “Oilers (definitely) Got the 
Beat” as students participated in 
numerous activities organized by 
the booster club and its new spon-
sor, Ms. Amanda Blackwell. 
   “I am happy to have taken on 
this position and look forward to 
all of the exciting theme nights 
and activities to come this school 
year,” Ms. Blackwell said. 
   Spirit Week took place the week 
of September 30--October 4. The 
week’s events consisted of dress-
ing up, hallway decorating, float 
decorating, parade, bonfire, com-
munity pep assembly, and a 
school pep assembly and dance. 
Classes participated in activities 
with the ultimate goal of winning 
the Spirit Stick! 
   The dress-up days, chosen by 
the class of 2020, were as follows: 
Meme/Viral Video Day, Squad 
Day, Pajama Day, Class Theme 
Day, and, of course, Green and 
White Day. Each class chose a 
music genre as their class theme. 
Seniors had rock and roll; juniors 
had country; sophomores had hip-
pop; and freshmen had disco. 
   On Monday, students gathered 
after school to decorate their as-
signed hallway according their 
class theme. This category was 
won by the seniors. On Wednes-
day, students gathered at the City 
Barn to prepare their floats for the 
parade which took place on 
Thursday, along with the bonfire 
and community pep assembly. 

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

Above,  Anaiz Hernandez and Erick Sacra-

mento were selected homecoming queen 

and king by their peers. 

The best float category was also 
won by the seniors. Concluding 
the week of festivities was the 
pep rally on Friday. The band 
picked up classes and processed 
to the Memorial Gym where the 
band played, the cheerleaders 
performed, the fall sport athletes 
were acknowledged, the stu-
dents cheered and participated in 
games (won by the seniors as 
well). One of the highlights was 
a game where the blindfolded 
football players were surprised 
by a kiss from their moms.  
   Later that evening, the long-
awaited homecoming football 
game against Hanover Central 
took place. During halftime, the 
winner of the Spirit Stick and 
homecoming king and queen 
were announced.  
   The Spirit Stick was won by 
the class of 2020 winning in all 
categories.  
   The homecoming court con-
sisted of freshmen Angelina 
Lancaster and German Hernan-
dez; sophomores Ariel Madrue-
no and Guillermo Andraus;  
juniors Zach Williamson and 
Destinee Salazar; and seniors 

Abigail Toth and Osvaldo Terra-
zas, Anaiz Hernandez and Pierce 
Greer, and Jenna Mercer and Er-
ick Sacramento. Sacramento and 
Hernandez were crowned king and 
queen. 
   “I was pretty shocked; I wasn’t 
expecting it at all, but at the same 
time I was really happy” said Sac-
ramento.  
   “I was surprised, but really hap-
py” said Hernandez.  
   To end the week on a high note, 
the homecoming dance took place 
on Saturday at 7 p.m. in the Me-
morial Gymnasium. Students 
danced and sang along to their 
favorite songs and took pictures 
with their dates and friends.  
   “I think homecoming was a suc-
cess this year; it seems like every-
one had fun at all the events 
throughout the week. There was a 
lot of positive feedback about the 
decorations at the dance, especial-
ly the hanging lights. We tried to 
add new ideas and things that all 
the students would enjoy for 
homecoming this year, and the 
students loved most of them. 
Overall, I think Ms. Blackwell and 
booster club did a great job plan-
ning homecoming this year,” said 
Anaiz Hernandez, booster club 
president. 
   “Overall, I believe that home-
coming was a success. I am very 
grateful to all of the wonderful 
parents, students and staff mem-
bers who helped out. Planning all 
of our homecoming festivities was 
incredibly stressful at times. 
Things did not always go as 
planned, but everything worked 
out in the end,” said Ms. Black-
well. 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Erick Sacramento & Anaiz Hernandez  
2019 Homecoming King and Queen 



What did you think of homecoming? 

P A G E  3  

Meet your homecoming queen and king 
Leslie Lara 

Reporter 

“Homecoming was 
honestly so fun. The 
lights were really 
mesmerizing, and I 
had a great time with 
my friends” 
Michelle Guadar-
rama, sophomore 

“I think that this 
year the booster 
club did a nice job 
with the decora-
tions in the gym. I 
loved the pretty  
lights where we 
took pictures.” 
Mariana Sanchez, 
junior 

“My favorite part of 
homecoming was 
taking pictures with 
my friends from 
school before I 
don’t see them 
again a year from 
now.” Isaiah Le-
siak-Lavarias, sen-
ior 

“It was fun, low-
key boring, but my 
favorite part was 
spirit week and 
seeing everyone 
dress up.” Adonis 
Roberts, fresh-
man 

“My favorite part 
of homecoming 
was definitely the 
pep rally. I like 
saying ‘GO HOME 
FRESHMEN!’” 
Amaria Collins, 
junior  

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

Why did you run for queen? 
AH:  I ran for  queen because I 
thought it would be fun since it’s 
senior year. 
ES: I ran for  king to exper ience 
something new and have a good 
time. 
 
How did you feel when you won? 
AH: I felt happy and I was kind 
of surprised, but mainly I was freez-
ing cold. 
ES: I was really shocked, but I 
was also pretty happy. 
 
What are your plans for the fu-
ture? 
AH: I’m in an oldies mood so prob-
ably “Love on a Two Way Street” 
by the Moments. 
ES: My favor ite song is cur rently 
is “Paint it Black” by the Rolling 
Stones. 
 
What are you most looking for-
ward to this year? 

Anaiz Hernandez & Erick Sacramento 

AH:  I’m most looking forward to 
graduating and being done with 
high school. 
ES:  I’m looking forward to a 
speedy recovery and to be able to 
hop right into the wrestling sea-
son. 
 
Describe yourself in three 
words.  
AH:  Chill, outgoing and goofy. 
ES:  Funny, quiet and cur ious. 
 
What’s your favorite part of 
fall? 
AH:  Fall is my favor ite season. 
I love everything about it. I main-
ly love the chilly weather because 

that means I can wear hoodies, jack-
ets, boots, fluffy stuff, etc.  
ES:  I’m not a huge fan of fall, ac-
tually. 
 
What was your favorite part of 
homecoming week? 
AH:  My favor ite par t was proba-
bly the pep rally and seeing how 
everything turned out the whole 
week. However, I was kind of glad 
when it was over because I didn’t 
feel as stressed out anymore. 
ES:  My favor ite par t was defi-
nitely Green and White Day and 
attending the pep rally. 
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OILERS GOT THE BEAT 

2019  Homecoming Court: German Hernandez and Angelina Lancaster; Ariel Madrueno and Guillermo Andraus: Destinee Salazar and Zach Williamson; Abby 

Toth and Osvaldo Terrazas;  Jenna Mercer and King Erick Sacramento; and Queen Anaiz Hernandez and Pierce Greer  
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HOMECOMING 2019 

Renee Patton 

Layout 
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CONGRATULATIONS to  

Whiting High School AP-TIP IN High School of the Year and 

Teacher of the Year Finalists Mr. Dan Nichols and Ms. Kassie Markovich 

kind the people of this community 
are!”  
  This event focused on raising mon-
ey to find cures for childhood can-
cers and give survivors long and 
healthy lives. 
  Another favorite annual event is 
the group’s service to the St. Jo-
seph’s Carmelite Home.  
   “I particularly enjoy activities in-
volving helping influence the expe-
riences a child endures, as it molds 
and shapes them into the person they 
will eventually become. I feel it is 
special that the NHS does events 
like this to help the children as much 
as possible,” said NHS Vice Presi-
dent Carmen DeLa Torre. 
   In addition to Haro and DeLa Tor-
re, Secretary Alena Baez and Treas-
urer Zenen Enriquez were also elect-
ed officers by their peers. The four 
work together in trying to keep the 
lines of communication open be-
tween themselves and members, 
being involved as much as they can 
and encouraging new ideas.  
   Although the National Honor So-
ciety is nationwide, Whiting’s NHS 

program is particularly special.  
  “Our program stands out as we 
are extremely involved,” said De 
La Torre. “Because of how small 
our city and school are, it allows 
such a personal involvement with 
each fundraiser, donation and 
activity we participate in. We also 
are very close as a community, 
and we can work together to make 
the events we do as best as possi-
ble,” DeLa Torre continued. 
  “There is a feeling you get when 
helping others and giving back. It 
makes you feel unconditionally 
happy, and because we all are 
there for the mutual love for help-
ing, all events have been more 
than enjoyable, being around each 
other, knowing we are helping for 
good causes. It is different be-
cause it is a club where it isn't 
about us or about being skill-
based, but about others and what 
can be done for them,” said Baez. 

Above,  SCOW Superintendent Mrs. Cynthia Scroggins, AP Teacher of the Year 

Finalist Mr. Dan Nichols, WHS Principal Jon Chance, AP Teacher of the Year 

Finalist Ms. Kassie Markovich and SCOW Assistant Superintendent Lorraine 

Covaciu take pride in the achievements of WHS students and staff. 

    (From NHS, p.6) 

Above, The NHS displays the 698 pairs of 

socks collected during the Knock Knock 

Give a Sock Drive. 
                                    Photo courtesy Mrs. Klochan 

THANK YOU 

to all who donated to the Knock 

Knock Give a Sock Drive 

First Place  

Mr. Ehrlich’s SRT: 179 Pairs 

Second Place 

Mr. Long’s SRT: 104 Pairs 

Third Place 

Mr. Nichols’ SRT: 100 Pairs 
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Senior directed one-acts entertain audiences 

   As the school year started, so did 
the work for this year’s senior di-
rected one-acts. The directors had 
worked over the summer with the 
supervisor, Mr. Pecher, to prepare 
for this year’s shows which were 
full of laughs and mystery. The one-
acts included “Murder at the Pie 
Auction” directed by senior Angeli-
ca Jovceski; “Zeus on the Loose” 
directed by senior Emily Lopez; and 
“Cafe Murder” directed by seniors 
Alena Baez and Leslie Lara. 
   Auditions and rehearsals were 
held about two weeks after school 
began. With full casts consisting of 
middle school and high school stu-
dents, the directors got to work. 
Rehearsals were held every Tuesday 
and Thursday for several weeks.   
   A week before the show, the di-
rectors added the finishing touches 
to their shows during “tech week.” 
From setting lighting cues to prac-
ticing curtain calls, all the cast 
members worked diligently to put 
on a great performance that week-
end.  
   “My favorite part about tech week 
is how smooth the plays run. It’s so 
fun to be on stage with everyone 
when we finally know what we’re 
doing,” said junior Spencer Wes-
ton.  
   This year’s performances took 
place on October 12 and 13. The 
first show performed was “Murder 
at the Pie Auction.” A murder mys-
tery based on the murder of the fa-

Leslie Lara 

Reporter 

Above,  Mr. Pecher and senior directors 

Leslie Lara, Alena Baez, Angelica Jovceski 

and Emily Lopez take a moment to breathe 

and enjoy the success of their hard work. 

mous baker Guy Templeton played 
by senior Christian Camacho, the 
audience was able to participate in 
a live pie auction as well as attempt 
to solve the mystery. 
   “What excited me the most about 
directing was that my cast grew 
such a fondness for acting. It was 
especially touching seeing them 
able to (act) comfortably and 
meaningfully. It was an exception-
al experience to be able to be on 
the other end of a production, en-
joying it greatly still, but in a com-
pletely different way,” said director 
Angelica Jovceski.  
   The second show performed was 
“Zeus on the Loose.” The produc-
tion took famous Greek gods and 
portrayed them in a comedic, light-
hearted way. The show followed 
an assembly of the gods trying to 
figure out where Zeus had gone. 
The audience shared many laughs 
with the cast as they put on an ex-
cellent show. 
  “My favorite part about one-acts 
was getting able to know my cast. 

Being able to see the end product 
and everyone perform so well was 
extremely rewarding,” said director 
Emily Lopez. 
   The final show performed was 
“Cafe Murder.” The mysterious 
comedy is based on the murder of 
Rosemary, played by junior Aaliyah 
Ortiz, and follows the story of how 
the characters go about solving this 
mystery. With clues hidden 
throughout the play, the audience 
was able to follow along with the 
story and attempt to guess who the 
murderer was.  
   “What I enjoyed most about being 
part of this show was that I was able 
to portray a character that put me 
outside of my comfort zone. Aside 
from this being my first time per-
forming, the character I played var-
ied greatly from my personality, so 
it was interesting to encompass a 
different role,” said senior Lucas 
Zelkin.  
   Overall, the weekend of one-acts 
was quite successful. There was a 
good turnout and the cast did an 
amazing job of putting on a show 
for their audience which was filled 
with friends, family and staff. 
    “My favorite part about the one-
acts was being able to work with 
my best friend, Leslie Lara, and 
share memorable moments. I’m 
going to miss the memories shared 
between the cast because there was 
never any drama. It was filled with 
good energy and the cast all shared 
a good attitude and a desire for ded-

ication,” said director Alena Baez. 

THE TATTLER STAFF 

                         

       

   

Elena Cheek 

Maya Franciski 

Parker Jennings 

Leslie Lara 

Renee Patton 

Destinee Salazar 

Aracely Serna 

Leylani Zamora 

Angelica Jovceski 

Adviser: Ms. Hylek Printing: Mr. Bratcher 
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SENIOR DIRECTED ONE-ACTS 

CAFÉ MURDER 

DIRECTED BY: ALENA BAEZ AND  

LESLIE LARA 

MURDER AT THE PIE AUCTION 

DIRECTED BY: ANGELICA JOVCESKI 

ZEUS ON THE LOOSE 

DIRECTED BY: EMI LY LOPEZ 
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Maya Franciski 

Reporter 
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“I am grateful for 
my family for al-
ways being there for 
me, my friends for 
always helping me, 
and the people in my 
life that encourage 
me to do good 
things.”  Jazmyn 
Beasley, freshman 

What are you grateful for? 

“I am grateful for 
having good 
grades and having 
many friends that 
support me. Also, 
I am grateful that I 
am more outgoing 
and can talk to 
people easi-
er.”  Jesus Ortiz-
Bejar, sophomore 

“I am grateful for my 
family because they 
are reasonable peo-
ple, and my friends 
for being there to 
help me out with my 
problems. Also, for 
My Chemical Ro-
mance getting back 
together.”  Gabriel 
Torres, sophomore 

“I am grateful to be 
able to come to 
school and to get an 
education because a 
lot of kids aren’t 
able to do that. I am 
also grateful for a 
family that is able to 
provide for 
me.”  Valarie Bohl-
ke, junior  

“I am grateful for 
my friends and fam-
ily as well as having 
a wonderful group 
of people who sup-
port me.”  Zenen 
Enriquez, senior  

Cross country team achieves much success 
Parker Jennings 

Reporter 

   This has been quite an 
exciting season for the 
WHS cross country team! 
Throughout the season, the 
team achieved many great 
milestones. Back on Sep-
tember 7, the girls varsity 
team competed at the an-
nual TF South meet and 
took fourth place and won 
their first trophy! 
   “It felt good to be recog-
nized for something, and it 
was a great feeling of ac-
complishment and motiva-
tion to strive for more!” 
said Stephanie Gonzalez.  
   Other notable achieve-
ments included ribbons 
won by Jasmine Garcia, 
Eliana Huizar and Victoria 
Huizar, and medal wins by 
Sergio Hernandez, Mon-
zerrat Gomez, Adriana 
Alvarez, Theresa Ruiz and 
multiple other runners. 
   “This season has been 
one of our best in terms of 

reward,” said Garcia. “I 
couldn’t be prouder of all 
that we have accom-
plished this season.”  
   Perhaps the biggest 
individual accomplish-
ment this season was a 
new school record set by 
senior Adam (AJ) Servin. 
He now holds the fastest 
5K time in WHS history, 
achieving this at the 
Lowell meet on Septem-
ber 14 with a time of 
17:59. 
    “Breaking the school’s 
record was on my mind 
as soon as the season 
started. I knew Lowell 
was my favorite course 
of the season, and I want-
ed to test out just exactly 
how far I can push my 
body to its limit. I knew I 
had to push myself more 
and more as I was ap-
proaching the finish line; 
I could hear my team 
yelling at me that I need 
to go. I saved up enough 
energy for one final 
sprint, and the rest is 

Above,  After a successful sea-

son, the girls cross country team 

placed fifth at sectionals, quali-

fying them for regionals. 

Below, Kevin Torres, AJ Servin 

and Sergio Hernandez individu-

ally qualified for regionals. 
               Photos courtesy Parker Jennings 

history!” said Servin. 
    Coach Allison Buell 
beamed with pride at 
Servin’s great achieve-
ment.  
   “I’ve never had a run-

ner like AJ, and it’s a very 
exciting time for our pro-
gram, and we’re all so 
proud of him. The pro-
gress he has made from 
last season to now is 
amazing and his dedica-
tion is showing on the 
course,” said Coach Buell.  
   Another accomplish-
ment was that girls varsity 
team qualified for region-
als for the sixth consecu-
tive year. On October 12, 
the team landed in fifth 
place advancing the team 
to regionals. 
    “I’m so proud of us 
girls; they’re such fighters 
and almost all of them 
being freshman is so awe-
some!” said senior There-
sa Ruiz.  
   Sergio Hernandez, AJ 
Servin, and Kevin Torres 
also qualified individually 
for regionals.  
   Although the season 
finally came to an end at 
the Lemon Lake Regional 

(See Cross p.11) 



P A G E  1 1  

Wrestlers ready to take it to the mat 

on October 19, the team's 
effort and determination 
still shined bright.  
   “It was a great experi-
ence that I will never for-
get,” said Sergio Hernan-
dez. “The growth I had 
from last season’s region-
al to now is great; it just 
shows how hard we 
pushed for this, and I’m so 
proud of us!”  
   This season was nothing 

   Grappling their way into 
a new season, the wres-
tling team is ready for 
some action. This year’s 
team consists of the fol-
lowing wrestlers: Alex 
Aldana, Ernesto Del Real, 
Victor Hernandez, 
Mathew Honeycutt, Emili-
ano Macias, Diego 
Malagon, Victor Martinez, 
Angel Murillo, Aaliyah 
Ortiz, Erick Sacramento, 
Christian Vazquez and 
Ruben Silvas. Mr. J.R. 
Ford returns as head coach 
and Mr. Frank Rossodivito 
and Mr. Trevor Reece 
return as assistants. 
   The team has been 
working hard during their 
conditioning and practices, 
and they officially began 
their season on Saturday, 
November 23, at the Dan-

Aracely Serna 

Reporter 

ny Chavez Invite at 
Thomas A. Edison Jr-Sr 
High School in Lake 
Station. 
   “Our kids are working 
hard so far this year in 
the wrestling room. Our 
returning wrestlers are 
becoming more confi-
dent and our newer wres-
tlers are learning things 
quickly,” said Coach 
Ford.   
   The goal for any team 
is to improve based upon 
previous seasons, and 
Coach Ford and the 
coaching staff are hold-
ing high expectations for 
improvement this year 
and want their wrestlers 
to be ready to give their 
best at the sectionals 
tournament. 
   “My expectations for 
the season are to have 
our returning wrestlers 
improve and take the 
next step in their compe-

tition,” said Coach Ford.  
   The team has four 
seniors who are very 
excited to get out there 
and give their best for 
their last high school 
season.  
   “One thing I really 
want to accomplish is 
just being able to wres-
tle again; seeing as my 
shoulder is broken, I 
want to just bounce back 
and be better than ever. I 
think we are going to be 
pretty good this year; 
the intensity has been 
really high since the first 
practice, but everyone’s 
been really grinding,” 
said returning senior Del 
Real.  
   And the team is off to 
a good start. 
   “Last weekend we 
participated in the Dan-
ny Chavez Invite at 
Lake Station.  We wres-
tled Morton, North 

Newton, Merrillville, 
Hammond High and An-
drean.  Honeycutt and Sil-
vas went 5-0 on the 
day. Vazquez was 4-
1.  Ortiz and Hernandez 
earned victories by pin-
fall,” said Coach Ford. 
   As this season begins, 
the seniors and Coach Ford 
have some advice for the 
team. 
    “Some advice is to not 
give up; it is a lot to do, 
but as long as you keep 
coming, it gets easier every 
day,” said returning senior 
Sacramento. 
    “Keep working hard at 
practice. Push yourself and 
each other to be the best,” 
said Coach Ford. 
    Be sure to come out and 
support the wrestlers 
throughout the season. 
Best of luck to the team! 
GO OILERS! 

less than successful for 
the team, with a new 
school record and a lot 
of personal growth from 
each runner.  
   “I’m truly going to 
miss it--the bonds you 
create with these people 
are some I will remem-
ber forever, and I am so 
grateful for my coaches 
who always pushed us to 
strive for more,” said 

Josemiguel Haro.  
   The team will be say-
ing goodbye to six sen-
iors: AJ Servin, Theresa 
Ruiz, Parker Jennings, 
Josemiguel Haro, Chris-
tian Vasquez and Sergio 
Hernandez.  
   It was also a hard 
goodbye for Coach 
Buell, who has had 
most of the seniors 
since freshman year or 

even middle school.  
   “I’ll miss these seniors 
so much. It was an honor 
to coach these athletes, 
and I know they will take 
the lessons I taught them 
wherever they go in life; 
success is headed their 
way!” said Coach Buell.   
   Congratulations on a 
great season, cross coun-
try team! 

 (From Cross p.10) 

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE 

The MYAC Annual Toy Drive has begun! Please bring in a NEW,  
UNUSED toy for a child 0-12 years old. Donations can be dropped off to   

Ms. Morando in Room 315 now through December 10.  
Electronic toys will not be accepted. 

Those who participate will receive a dress down day! 



Lady Oilers basketball team looks to build and improve this season 
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Leylani Zamora 

Reporter 

Boys basketball team off to a winning start  
Ms. Hylek 

Guest Reporter 

   With a new season underway, the 
Lady Oilers have been preparing 
and working hard under the coach-
ing of Rick Gregory. There have 
been some readjustments adapting 
to the loss of two seniors from last 
season; however, there are many 
players to step up this year.  
   The varsity roster consists of Alli-
son Casanova, Jenna Mercer, Abby 
Toth, Maya Urbieta, Mia Urbieta, 
Kimberly Ledezma, Bertila 
Vasquez, Leylani Zamora, Lea 
Zorich, Adrianna Alvarez, Audrey 

Casanova and Damia Ventura.  
   The team has several common 
goals and will continue to put in 
the work to reach them. 
   “This season, we are going to be 
conference champs, win the sec-
tional championship, and have a 
winning record,” said Mercer.  
   The team as a whole as well as 
the coaches are working every 
moment they get to improve and 
build up. 
   “If we work hard in practices 
and play like we want it more 
than our opponent every game, 
we will be successful,” said 
Coach Gregory.  
   The Lady Oilers opened their 
season on November 7 where they 

suffered a 40-26 loss against Kouts. 
Despite the loss, the team played 
well and have set the tone for their 
season to be a competitive one.  
   In the their next game against rival 
the Clark Pioneers on November 16, 
the Lady Oilers rebounded their way 
to a big 62-15 win.  
   On November 22, the team added 
another victory against Gavit. The 
team was then defeated by Washing-
ton Township 72-40 on November 
19, and by Westville 66-42 on No-
vember 23. 
   Be sure to come out and support 
the Lady Oilers as they take on 
Bowman Academy at home Tues-
day, December 3, at 7 p.m. Best of 

   After months of hard work, the 
boys basketball team is off to a win-
ning start, defeating their first two 
opponents. 
   This year’s team includes seniors 
Osvaldo Terrazas, Emiliano Rodri-
guez, Damian Reyes, and Isaiah 
Almaraz; juniors Di’Andre Mar-
shall, Tony Madrueno and Derrick 
Bradley; sophomore Dominic Har-
bin; and freshmen Nolan Toth, Ado-
nis Roberts, Julius Torres, Jeremiah 
Melendez and Luke Zorich. The 
coaching staff includes Head Coach 
Aaron Mercer, Assistant Coach TJ 
Toth and JV Coach Vernon Mar-
shall. 
   Despite losing key players, the 
team and their coach have an opti-
mistic outlook for this season. 
   “We lost eight seniors to gradua-
tion, so we will have a very young 
and inexperienced team,” said 
Coach Mercer.  “Having said that, 
the current players have been put-
ting in a lot of work over the sum-
mer and fall, and we will be putting 
a very good product on the floor 
game after game.  The players to 
watch will be Osvaldo Terrazas, 
Di’Andre Marshall, Tony Madrueno 
and Emiliano Rodriguez,” Coach 
Mercer continued. 

  “This season I am confident that 
we have some very talented play-
ers. I believe that this season will 
be a good one,” said Marshall. 
“The team is very dedicated, es-
pecially with the leadership of 
Osvaldo Terrazas. I am very ex-
cited to be around a group of guys 
that have shown they could bring 
something to the table. I believe 
we as a team will have a success-
ful season,” Marshall added.   
   “We have some very talented 
players and have worked hard on 
playing as a team.  The group of 
guys we have are very hard work-
ers, and I believe we will have a 
very successful season,” said Ter-
razas. 
   As in past years, Coach Mercer 
has set high expectations for his 
players both on and off the court. 
   “(My goals are) To have fine 
student athletes that are respectful 
to all on and off the court, get 
good grades and contribute to the 
community in a positive manner. 
To build a winning basketball 
program that the school and the 
city can be proud to call their 
own,” said Coach Mercer. 
  The players have set goals for 
themselves and their teammates 
as well. 
  “This being my first year, it has 
been a lot of fun so far and the 

team is looking good,” said 
Madrueno. “Everyone has a role 
on the team, and, as long as we 
work together and do our part, we 
should have a great season. Hope-
fully we’ll go a long way if we 
stay healthy and play how we 
practice because we go hard every 
day in practice and push each 
other to be better,” added 
Madrueno. 
   The team opened its season at 
home on Wednesday, November 
27, against HAST. Marshall had 
27 points and Terrazas had 23 in 
the 56-47 victory. 
   On Friday, November 29, the 
team took on rival Clark in an 
away game, again earning a W for 
the team. In the 62-61 win, Terra-
zas had 27 points and Marshall 
contributed 24. 
   “I am very excited about this 
year and the overall future of the 
basketball program. This year we 
have a good mix of experienced 
players along with young athletic 
kids that bring a lot to the pro-
gram,” said Coach Mercer. 
   Come out and support your 
team this Friday at home at 7 p.m. 
as they take on Hanover Central 
in their first conference game. 
Good luck to the Oilers this sea-
son! 


