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In my opinion, piano is one of the most interesting musical instruments. Besides being fun to listen to, it also provides 
many benefits. Based on my research I have done for this article, piano helps students to excel in Reading, Writing, and Math. 
It also helps to develop with problem solving, memory, and creativity. According to my research it appears that piano has a lot 
of development in a child’s brain. All these positive skills give you a better chance to get into a good college.
It seems like many schools throughout NY and NJ have been starting piano programs and have seen a positive result in 
students' work. Over 900 students have participated in the after school piano program that proved to be a positive learning 
experience. As I continued to do this research, I have found that students who are playing the piano have received high scores 
on the English test. The reason why these students received a high score in English was because piano involves a lot of reading 
and memorization. To play and understand the piano you must be able to read and focus on the keys and concentrate on the 
notes.

Piano is a very beautiful instrument. Besides playing piano to do better in school, it is also a very fun instrument to 
play and you can get very creative. When you know how to play the piano, it is a very fun thing to do. I think students in EVG 
should discover the wonders of the piano for themselves. So it would be great if students in Edgewater had access to this 
instrument and these important lessons.

I have heard that Piano has motivated students to study music and be more creative. I had the opportunity to speak 
with Ms. Vecchio, our music teacher, and she said that in college you will have to take 2 classes: Art, Music, Theater, and other 
types of classes. And if you pick Music, you will have to play an instrument of your choice, plus a piano. As an example, for your 
2 instruments, you would need to pick a piano and another instrument that you are interested in. Ms. Vecchio had said piano 
inspired her to study music and sing and become a music teacher. She also said that while she was playing piano, she had felt
herself become more open minded about things and she felt herself being better at all the subjects like Math and Reading.
So, if we accept piano programs into EVG, maybe all of the students can also learn these piano skills and they can maybe 
decide to study music. They can be creative with their lives and piano gives students fun and joy.

“Piano activates students' brains more,” Ms. Vecchio said. Also, piano gives students the ability to think open minded. 
Piano does help with all subjects in school - but it specifically helps most with Math and Reading.

As I continued to do my research, I have found that the cost of the piano is very high. A single grand piano costs 
40,000 dollars and that is a lot of money. At home I have an electric keyboard that feels very similar to the actual piano and it 
costs 400 dollars. As I spoke with Ms. Vecchio, I have learned that we can get a very good electric keyboard for 200 dollars. If 
there were 30 kids and we would need 30 of those keyboards the total cost would be 6,000 dollars which is a lot lower than a 
single grand piano.

Since this is still a lot of money, I came up with an idea to start a fundraiser. Maybe from 7:40 to 8:00 am, EVG 
students and possibly the teachers can help to contribute to the fundraiser. Once we are able to raise 6,000 dollars, we can 
give it to the PTA. With their help we can purchase 30 keyboards and start the piano program.
I think Piano would be a great experience for everybody in school and maybe the teachers would even enjoy playing the piano 
themselves.

As you can see, piano can help students in many different ways and maybe some of the students will become world 
famous professional pianists when they grow up, you just never know.

Why EVG Should Have Piano Clubs
By Jacob N. Fradkin
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Eleanor Van Gelder Elementary School
Illustrated by: Julia Cho, EVG Alum
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An Exit Interview With Mr. Sandoval
By: Joshua Yu

Q: When did you start teaching at EVG?
A: I started working as the EVG Principal in July 
2014. My first teaching job was back in September 2003 
in another school district.
Q: Did you ever teach at a different school?
A: Yes, I have worked in four different schools over the 
last twenty years. I taught first and second grade and 
have worked with students from kindergarten all the way 
up through high school in different job roles. My favorite 
has always been elementary, which is why I wanted to 
become an elementary principal.
Q: Do you have any special memories when you were a 
teacher, or a principal at EVG?
A: My special memories were the football and basketball 
games during recess. I enjoyed spending time with all 
the students and sharing a few laughs. It gave me a 
chance to get to know students outside of the 
classroom. That is what I will miss the most.
Q: What did you enjoy about being a principal?
A: I get to see all the students grow and mature into 
outstanding individuals. I also get to help students in 
many ways. I give them advice about friendship, conflict 
resolution, life and many other topics. Sometimes 
students just need someone to listen to their 
concerns. And I enjoy being there so support them.
Q: Do you have anything to say to EVG’s students?
A: I would like to wish all EVG students continued health, 
happiness, and success in middle school, high school, 
and beyond! Always remember to read as much as you 
can about anything and everything. And don’t be afraid 
to fail. That is how you learn and continue to grow.

Mystery Picture
Can you guess the image?

Look for the answer in our next edition!

The last mystery image 

was a bird wing.

Boats

Driven out deep to sea
Far beyond what we can see

Made for fishing and lots of things
Boats boats happily free

Quarantine

Don’t like it here
I want to go out and play

I miss my friends and teachers
How is my birthday gonna be spent

Quarantine quarantine how I don’t like you

Bats

How did you start it
You put us in danger

Did you eat nacho chips and to start it
You animals are so small but dangerous

You little animals!!

White

White the color of the paper
White the color of the sand
White the beautiful color

White white white

Poems by Jay Yu

Origami Animals
Created by Yu Jie Teo



The Sickness

by Olivia Kim

I wheezed in my hospital bed and turned onto my side. My throat was itchy and sore. It felt like I was 

swallowing sandpaper when I ate or drank something. I knew that I was as pale as a vampire, and that I looked 

terrible. I probably look like something out of a horror story. When the nurse rolled my wheelchair to the mirror 

yesterday, I looked terrible. My eyes had dark circles under them, and I lost a lot of weight. I couldn’t walk 

anymore due to my sickness. I couldn’t hear very well, and I didn’t have good focus anymore. My memory is so 

bad that I forgot my parents' names. My doctor told me I would die in a week, and I was surprised that I would 

live that long.

I had a sickness that know one knew of. I have been suffering for six years, and there is no vaccine since 

I’m the first person to have this disease. The doctors don’t even have a name for it yet. This virus apparently 

started proliferating a month ago, and a couple other people also got it a couple months ago.. I only learned this 

a couple hours ago and it’s terrible. I wish I could take the pain for the rest of the world.

“Patient 32, it is your check-up time with Mr. Barnaby” the loudspeaker shrieked. I sat up from my 

creaky bed as a nurse carried me into my wheelchair. She pushed the wheelchair through the dark hallway, all 

the way to a door that had a ramp in front of it. “Hello Dylan how are you?” Mr. Barnaby asked. He sounded 

bored and poured the medication into the shot. I stuck out my arm as he injected me with the gross medication. 

He tried bending my knees and arms and told me my checkup was done. My nurse pushed my chair back to my 

bed, and I slumped, counting down the hours left in the day. Five hours left in the day. Then I have six days left 

to live.

Ms. Derrico Ms. Philip Ms. Bellagamba Ms. Rissmeyer
Ms. Huff Ms. Barbato Ms. R. Smith Ms. Binkert
Ms. Donovan Ms. McFarlane Ms. Bilbao Ms. Blank
Ms. Du Ms. Tolan Ms. Rowe Mrs. Palmieri
Ms. Singer-Rosen Mrs. Fonseca Ms. Vecchio Ms. Rattner-Raisch
Ms. Plotkin Ms. Pahhas Ms. Griesbcah Ms. Moris
Ms. Adler
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The Golden Gazette Staff would like to say goodbye and good luck to 

the following EVG teachers and staff:

Congratulations to Ms. 

Grieco for being named 

EVG Teacher of the 

Year!

Golden Gazette Survey: How have you been 

spending your time at home?

See the pie chart above to see how EVG students 

have been keeping busy during remote learning.
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Congratulations to the 6th Grade Graduating Class of 2020!

DO YOU WANT TO BE AN EDITOR FOR THE GOLDEN GAZETTTE?

EDITORS NEED TO BE AVAILABLE TO MEET ONCE A MONTH, USUALLY BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS

FOR THE DAY. EDITORS ALSO NEED TO SUBMIT AT LEAST ONE PIECE TO EACH EDITION OF THE

NEWSPAPER. FINALLY, EDITORS NEED TO BE SKILLED AT PROOFREADING AND HAVE A BASIC

UNDERSTANDING OF SPELLING AND GRAMMAR. USE YOUR EDGEWATERSCHOOLS.ORG

ACCOUNT AND TAKE THE EDITOR’S TEST AT THIS LINK: 

Alexei Adjepong
Alya Agcayazi
Hudson Ascolese
Chan Aung
Lyla Bacon
Tristin Bailey
Alexander Baptiste
Lucia Baroni
Sofia Baroni
Aarav Bhatt
Rusheel Bhavsar
Lis Binshi
Alexander Blumenthal
Raffaela Campagna
Angelina Campos
Migual Cardenas
Humphrey Chan
Derek Chang
Seung-Hyun Choi
Ella Crocker
Gian Luca Currier Murdocco
Samantha Dabros
Chiara Dacosta
Kashish Damwani

Calvin Daou
Connor Davis
Angel Del Carmen Feliz
Mia Efraimov
Gavrielle Forbes
Natsu Fujita
Pearl Garcia
Jera Gjana
Aarush Goyal
Luka Grober
Nicholas Grycock
Alyssa Ha
Tammar Hasan
Kai Hurley
Dongyeon Hwang
Sara Hwang
Can Isisaglam
Hailyn Jon
Yeh-Sung Jun
Olivia Jung
Sara Jung
Nathan Kang
Grace Kang
Roman Kaufman

Abyan Khan
Justin Kim
Haven Kim
Taeyeon Kim
Olivia Kim
Sarah Kim
Mina Kim
Jaden Kim
Regina Kim
Aylin Kulekci
Tsegyal Lama
Andrew Lee
Julia Lesner
Sung Kyu Lum
Brandon Liss
Ivan Ma
Aarush Malmandi
Jadon Mathew
Cash Matos
Dalia Mavus
Gianna Mele
Sarina Mirzataraj
Juliette Mordoh
Isaac Mutumba

Israel Mutumba
Maxwell Na
Kotoka Nakamura
Marc-Antoine Niyungeko
Daniel Oh
Justin Oh
Allison Park
Celine Park
Shlok Patel
Benjamin Pinchasov
Gabrel Prifti
Scarlett Rivera
Nanette Rodriguez-Randall
Dean Scacella
Angelina Siagailo
Darryl Smith
Sophia Somerstein
Dean Soobratty
Milo Suzuki
Carl Tauss
Stella Tsang
Naomi Umurerwa
Joshua Yoo
Luke Zaharov

https://forms.gle/daikMFQEeceg7gsi7

https://forms.gle/daikMFQEeceg7gsi7

