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NHS GOLDEN HOUR CHALLENGE
by Abe Wieland - NHS President and Mariah William - 
NHS Vice Present/Golden Hour Chairperson
Golden Hour is a project designed to encourage com-
munity service in the Aberdeen School District. In Au-
gust, Central’s National Honor Society (NHS) chapter 
challenged every organization at Central to get out and 
do at least one hour of community service during the 
school year. To help build leadership and a service mind-
set, we recommended organizations let student leaders 

create and plan their own service activities. Since then, this challenge has been extended 
to the whole district, including staff. These activities encompass a variety of services, 
including picking up garbage, volunteering at the Salvation Army, volunteering at the Hu-
mane Society, delivering food for Meals on Wheels, etc. Hopefully, Golden Hour will create 
a new mindset of service that will encourage students and staff to regularly participate in 
community service in the future.

Below are the organizations within the Aber-
deen School District that have dedicated their 
time to various service activities as of October 
30, 2019. 
•	 Girls Soccer - Humane Society - 32 play-

ers - 1 hour
•	 Boys Cross Country - Humane Society - 

playing (and running) with the dogs - 25 
runners - 1 hour

•	 Girls Cross Country - Cozies for a Cure 
(organization founded by XC team mem-
ber Jordan Phillips, helps raise money for cancer research) - 15 runners - 1 ½ hours

•	 Boys Football - YMCA Spooktacular & YMCA Football refereeing and check-in - 30 
players - 4 hours.  A number of parents and community leaders provided positive 
feedback to the energy level and fun the players and managers brought to the event.

•	 Jazz Central - Ushers for community concerts - 8 members - 1 hour
•	 Girls Tennis team, including several other students, helped rake yards for 5 hours 

- This group of young ladies went above and beyond to help those in need in our 
community. 

continued on page 2
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By Marshall Lovrien 
‘99, Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation 
Board President

Kindergarten.  This 
past August, one of 
our children started 
Kindergarten, which 

frankly wasn’t possible since the day  
before (or so it seemed) a nurse was 
handing her to me saying, “Congratulations.  
You have a daughter.”   
 
As relatively new parents, our emotions 
on that first day of kindergarten covered 
the spectrum from excitement and 
anticipation to apprehension and fear. 
“What if she doesn’t make any friends?”  
“What if she can’t find the bathroom?”  “All 
the other grades at school will be older 
than her.” We joked that of the two boxes 
of Kleenex we needed to get for school 
supplies, one was for our daughter’s desk 
and the other was for Mom to get through 
the first day.  

That first day of school, our daughter’s 
kindergarten teacher spent the day 
explaining the “ABCs of Kindergarten” 
to each of the kindergarten parents, and 
she constantly reassured each of us that 
it would be “OK.”  Looking back on it, 
that hour is mostly a blur because it was 
happening - our daughter was no longer 
a baby -  she was a kindergartner - and 
there was nothing we could do to stop 
it.  However, what her teacher promised 
each of the parents at the conclusion of 
that first day is what we remember the 
most: “We will love your children and take 
good care of them.”

The first day of kindergarten came and 
went, our daughter loved it, and she 
couldn’t wait to go back the next day.  
And guess what?  Mom and Dad survived, 
too.  Her teacher was right.  Our anxiety 
and fear was quickly replaced with joy, 
happiness and relief.  

Since that first day of school, our 
daughter’s teacher has continued to love 
and take care of her students, as she 
promised she would.  Her dedication to 
her students extends far beyond her 
classroom walls.  A specific example is 
worth noting:  our daughter’s teacher 
can be seen outside after school every 
day waiting with her students until each 
one is delivered safely to their ride home.  
We know this type of commitment is true 
for so many of the other teachers in our 
district, too.

My wife and I both are graduates of 
the Aberdeen Public School system.  
However, as parents who now see the 
Aberdeen Public School system through 
a completely different lens, we cannot tell 
you how proud and excited we are that 
our children are being educated in this 
district.  Our excitement and confidence 
is a direct result of the encouragement 
and support our daughter’s kindergarten 
teacher has given to her and us, the 
newbie parents.  

  We will never be able to thank our 
daughter’s teacher enough for loving 
our daughter and taking good care of 
her. Even so, we say “thank you” to her 
teacher and every other teacher who has 
been called to this noble profession.  
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VOLUME 14, ISSUE 1 REFLECTIONS ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

NHS GOLDEN HOUR CHALLENGE (continued from page 1)

•	 Simmons Middle School – Pennies for 
Turkeys - The homerooms of Ms. Gapp, 
Mrs. Hansen, and Mrs. Anderson decided 
to do a fundraiser to provide a turkey for 
families in need this Thanksgiving. They 
are also collecting items for a “box of 
plenty” - a Thanksgiving meal ready for a 
family.  SMS raised over $200 in the first 
week.  These homerooms hope to raise 
$700 before Thanksgiving.

NHS and the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation extend the Golden Hour challenge 
to all Aberdeen Central Alumni and Friends!  We hope to see more groups and people 
meet the NHS Golden Hour challenge of providing at least one hour of community 
service.  We hope you share your experience with us via email and your social me-
dia platforms using the hashtag #asdgoldenhour and us on Instagram at @ac_nhs.  
Please follow us for more updates of Central students doing great things in our school, 
district, and community.  
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The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation supports our students and staff, involves our alumni, and partners 
with our community.  We are proud to fill all three roles, and thankful for those that come alongside to help us, 
whether as friends, volunteers, parents, donors, partners or alumni.  

We take seriously the Aberdeen School District motto – Empowering all students to succeed in a 
changing world.  Students succeed in their own ways along different paths, and the APS Foundation strives 
to assist them all.  Look for more information about Foundation projects and programs in this newsletter, and 
I encourage you to get involved!
Have a blessed holiday season!  
Go Eagles!

Gretchen Sharp

Congratulations to our 2019 Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame Inductees!
(pictured left to right) Roger McCafferty ’81, Todd Thorson ’89, Sonya Wagner (representing Dallas Hoff ’49), Tonia (Burgard) 
Heath ’99, Tracy (Arlt) Anderson ’84, Vaughan Hennen (representing Dr. Susan K. Vaughan ’65), Dr. Ken Meier ’68, Julie M. 
Johnson ’71, Vicki Lust (representing Karen (Lust) McLaughlin ’81), Mary Amacher ‘50-‘88 at the CHS Hall of Fame Banquet on 
September 28, 2019 at Aberdeen Central High School.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Looking ahead…

CHS Hall of Fame Nomination Deadline - January 15, 2020
Knight for a Princess event - April 4, 2020
CHS Graduation – Class of 2020 - May 17, 2020

REFLECTIONS ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE FOR UPCOMING Class Reunions!
2020
Smitty Baseball Reunion – July 10-11, 2020
Smitty Baseball Reunion Honoring “Reedy Fossum’s 18 
Year Head Coaching Career”  
Friday -  Golf Scramble & Evening Social Event
Saturday - Baseball Game Introduction & Evening Dinner & 
Program
Former players are asked to contact Gene Reich  
geneareich@gmail.com, 605-228-1099 or Gene Herold 
egherold@yahoo.com, 612-270-7024

Class of 1960 - September 18-20, 2020 (CHS 
Homecoming weekend)
Contact Sherry (Gertsen) Covington Secov@aol.com or 
Larry Fischer ljf@nvc.net or 605-380-0373 

Class of 1965 – October 9-10, 2020 (NSU Gypsy Day 
weekend) 
Contact Wilma Luce - wilmaluce@yahoo.com

Class of 1970 – June 12-13, 2020 
Contact Mark Schaunaman at mschaunaman@makeitmcb.
com or 701-321-3005 or join us on facebook – Aberdeen 
Central High School -Class of 1970

Class of 1980 - June 26-27, 2020
Lori Reis glreis440@hotmail.com 

2021
CHS Class of 1971 - September 24 - 25, 2021  Questions 
about the reunion may be directed to either Betty Lacher 
Ochsner (jochsner@abe.midco.net) or Sandy Weins-Kersten 
(sandywk52@gmail.com).

2019 HALL OF FAME 
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 Our mini-reunion started at 10:00 am at the Alumni Room in 
Old Central High School.  The Alumni Room is a special room that 
has accumulated historical memorabilia from all who graduated.  It 
is nicely decorated and kept up by volunteers.  When classes have 
their reunions, the volunteers set up relics from their class that have 
been donated.  
 Charles & Tere Buttz, Jack McPhee, Arliss Kruger Alberts, 
Trudy Hasse Nepstad, Paul Hasse, Elton & Pat Grover Fors and 

volunteer Nancy Karlen enjoyed reviewing relics and visiting.  We 
gathered at 11:30 for lunch at The Flame Café.  A special menu 
was provided with 5 entrée choices.  Arliss gave a short prayer of 
thanksgiving for the food and attendees.  After we finished eating we 
read the short bios from those that could not attend.  Each attendee 
stood up and told about our lives in the last 70 years; limited to 3-5 
minutes.  
 After a fun time of more visiting and catching up, we departed 
for other adventures.  Some had a fun time touring Aberdeen and 
surrounding area.  Some attended the Aberdeen Central Hall of 
Fame Banquet in the evening to honor our classmate, Dallas Hoff, 
who was inducted this year.  A good time was had by all!

The Aberdeen Central High School Class of 1949 attendees 
pictured left to right (photo taken by Chuck Buttz): Ka Squire,Trudy 
(Hasse) Nepstad, Joe Blondo, Elton Fors, Dick and Donna Hansen, 
Tere Buttz, Donna and Jack McPhee, Arliss Alberts, Leocadia 
(Sauer) Dutenhoffer, Colleen Schlepp, Corrine Nordling (and her 
daughters Doreen Buchanan and Sheree Hogan), Pat (Grover) Fors, 
Paul Hasse ’52, Jerry Eckridge ‘50

2019 CHS CLASS REUNION SUMMARIES

 The CHS Class of 1957 gathered September 6 & 7, 2019 at 
the Ramkota Hotel to celebrate the milestone event of their 80th 
birthdays with a buffet supper on Friday evening and a formal sit-
down dinner on Saturday evening, beginning with a table prayer 
and memorial tribute to 89 deceased classmates.
 A huge, illuminated artificial birthday cake decorated with 80 
lit birthday candles was the showpiece and focus for both nights, 
along with 80th birthday table centerpieces, streamers, banners, 
pom poms, party hats, party horns, blow-outs, road signs warning 
of old people, two birthday cake piñatas filled with suckers, bubble 
gum, assorted candy and lots of $2 bills.  As an opportunity to 
be kids again, two birthday games were scheduled awarding 

$10 cash to each winner – Pin the Tail on the Donkey and Drop 
the Clothes Pins in the Bottle.  Because of the importance of 
the evening being the last gathering of the Class of 1957, the 
committee decided to forego the two games to give classmates 
additional time to be together.
     Birthday cake and ice cream were served following dinner 
Saturday evening with the Class singing “Happy Birthday to 
Us”.  A bottle of champagne was provided to each table for a 
champagne toast to the Class, courtesy of Ray and Marcie Jung 
Andersh.  Special guests Mary Amacher and Barb Stutenroth, 
former faculty at Central, were introduced and recognized, as 
were the reunion committee and many classmates who had 

CHS CLASS OF 1949 – SEPTEMBER 28, 2019

CHS CLASS OF 1957, SEPTEMBER 6-7, 2019; 80TH BIRTHDAY REUNION CELEBRATION…
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 Friday night we hosted 130 people at the Wylie Pavilion, 
with food by D’s Catering and refreshments from Kessler’s. 
Saturday morning there were 16 golfers and 51 people that 
attended the tour at Old Central. A number of classmates 

enjoyed Arts in the Park. Saturday night we met at the DEC for 
dinner and a short program with lots and lots of pictures to be 
taken. Sunday morning, about 85 folks gathered at the home of 
Craig and Bonnie Golz for some more visiting, pictures, and food.

CHS CLASS OF 1959, SEPTEMBER 6-7, 2019

CHS CLASS OF 1969, JUNE 14-16, 2019

There were no special activities for this reunion. The general plan 
was to visit, eat, drink, if wanted and just have a quiet good time, 

and that happened. We were fortunate in having 2 classmates 
who had never been to a reunion before attend… how neat.

never missed a reunion (11 reunions since 
the first 10-year reunion).  The reunion 
committee presented Marcie Jung Andersh 
with a beautiful, opal bracelet with a charm 
engraved “Class of 1957” for her years of 
service to the Class.
  Special thanks and recognition to 
Buzz and Ann Armantrout Lundeen for 

furnishing imprinted dinner and cocktail 
napkins, commemorative ballpoint pens 
used as table favors, and for furnishing 
the birthday cake for the Saturday evening 
dinner.  Also special thanks and recognition 
to Kim and Lou Ickler for the delicious 
chocolate macadamia nut candies from 
Hawaii.  And, special thanks and recognition 

to Pat and Ken Zens for the huge, beautiful 
artificial 80th birthday cake, birthday 
piñatas, 10 large flowering planters used 
in decorating, the “old people” road signs 
and the yummy popcorn from their vintage 
popcorn machine.  A commemorative wine 
glass was presented as a gift from the 
Class of 1957 to each person attending 
the Saturday evening dinner.
     Over 100 classmates and guests 
participated both evenings in the 
celebration.  The 80th Birthday Reunion 
Celebration was a fitting way to end the 
many years of having stayed connected as 
a Class, and as friends.  So many memories, 
so much love….
     In closing we share this quote: “Old” 
is good in some things – Old Songs, Old 
Movies….and best of all, our dear .…OLD 
FRIENDS!!  Stay well, “OLD FRIENDS” and 
may we all be wonderfully blessed with 
many more birthdays to celebrate!!
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The class of 1979 had a good turnout and a great time at their 
40th high school reunion that was held over Labor Day weekend. 
We kicked off our reunion Friday night at Centennial Village at 
the Brown County Fairgrounds.  We had good food, plenty of 
drinks, a 70’s playlist, and lots of old friends catching up and 
reminiscing good times.  Saturday events started with the golf 

event, tours of both the old high school and the new high school, 
and finishing off with a great dinner and dance at the Ramkota 
Hotel.  Classmates enjoyed a program that included a slideshow, 
trivia contest, giveaways, and great music provided by a DJ.  Be 
sure to follow us on Facebook (Aberdeen Central High School 
Class of 1979) as there were plenty of selfies and group photos 
from the weekend that were shared for all classmates to enjoy. 
Many reunion attendees agreed we should plan our next 
reunion in five years. The reunion committee will be posting 
on Facebook and sending via email a reunion survey which  
will provide feedback to assist in planning our next reunion. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Lori Wiseley 
at AberdeenCHS1979reunion@gmail.com.  

The 45th graduation anniversary for the class of 1974 was recognized 
with a casual gathering on Friday and Saturday, November 1 and 2 
at the Dakota Event Center.  Approximately 75 classmates, spouses 
and friends attended the event to share old stories and exchange 
current information.  A good time was had by all.  Additionally, the 
15th annual pheasant hunt was held on Friday and Saturday in 
conjunction with the celebration, with 15-18 participating in the 
very successful hunt.  CBO (Chief Blocking Officer) Mike Hartshorn 
supervised proper placement of all hunters to assure that safety 
occurred, and directed all hunters to the refreshment table after 
the hunt to provide proper hydration.  Thanks to Mike for his great 
leadership.  Many classmates also attended a tour of Old and New 
Central as part of the activities.  The annual pheasant hunt is already 
scheduled for the first weekend in November 2020. The next 
reunion (50th) will be held in 2024.

CHS CLASS OF 1974, NOVEMBER 1-2, 2019

CHS CLASS OF 1979, AUGUST 30-31, 2019
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Thank you to all who attended the 20-year class reunion for the 
class of ‘99! Friday night we met at City Lights Bar and Event 
Center where everyone enjoyed catching up. Saturday morning 
a small group showed off their skills with a couple rounds of 
golf at Rolling Hills. Saturday night we met again at The Flame 

for some light appetizers and drinks. Everyone seemed to have 
a good time seeing old friends and reminiscing! Thank you for 
adding your contacting information to the notebook. Thank you 
to the Golzes for volunteering to plan the 30 year!

CHS CLASS OF 1989, JUNE 14-16, 2019

 We had a great time visiting and enjoyed adult beverages as 
well as dancing until 2:00 am Friday night at City Lights, a great 
big place.  Thank you to Carol for donating use of their facility 
for free to us, and accommodating our every need.  Thank you 
also Candace Briscoe for donating the sound system to make 
all the 80’s music fun again!  Saturday night was even better out 
at Mina Lake’s Wakeside Beach with Johnny Holmes band from 
the ol’ high school days.  They are still around and just as fun! 
Everyone was able to come out, enjoy and visit with everybody.  

The Wakeside was absolutely packed, of course!  Thanks also 
goes out to Pam Opsahl for making the most beautiful and huge 
flower arrangement to remember those (11) from our class who 
have unfortunately gone before us.  We had alumni come from 
San Francisco to Alaska to Texas! Can’t wait to do it again.  Any 
volunteers to set it up will be greatly appreciated for Summer of 
2029!  Lastly, a shout out to Todd Salfrank for the Wakeside bus 
and venue!  Enjoy the rest of your summer!
      - Class of ‘89

CHS CLASS OF 1999, AUGUST 9-10, 2019

CHS CLASS OF 1984, JULY 12-13, 2019

 The CHS Alumni Room was available on Friday July 12th 
during the afternoon and was visited by several classmates to 
tour the old CHS and look at memorabilia. A social at Lager’s Inn 
was held at 6:00 followed by dinner at the home of Steven Lust 
at 8:00 with music provided by Dustin Evans. 
 Some classmates had lunch at the Wakeside at Mina Lake 
on Saturday July 13th. Dinner was provided by Economy Meat 
Market and a social was held at the AmericInn at 6:00. The 
graduation slide show was shown and dancing went well into 
the night.  Roncalli’s class joined us for all activities with about 
15 members attending.
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CLASS REUNION PLANNING GUIDE
Dear Class Reunion Planning Committee Members,
 
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation also functions as the 
Aberdeen Central High School Alumni Association.  We maintain 
and update an alumni database, as well as the Foundation 
website. Twice a year we publish and distribute the Blue and 
Gold Alumni & Friends Newsletter. Here are some ways that we 
can assist your committee in reunion planning:

• Provide an updated class list (names, addresses, e-mails, 
and phone numbers) to class agent. 

• Provide labels, create a registration flyer, and mail one 
reunion mailing. 

• Post reunion information on the APS Foundation website: 
www.aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation  

• Print reunion information and photos in the May & November 
newsletters (info due by mid-April/Oct). 

• Connect you with the Aberdeen Convention Visitors Bureau 
and their services.

Please give us at least a week to provide database lists, notices 
and labels. 

Additionally, the APS Foundation can: 

• Arrange tours of “New” Central, and assist in scheduling 
tours of “Old” Central and the Alumni Room through the 
Aberdeen Parks and Recreation Department (Contact 
David Eckert at 605-626-7081)

• Display your class’s memorabilia (yearbooks, Blue & Gold 

newspapers, trophies, etc) in the Alumni Room at Old 
Central.

• Provide VHS tapes of athletic and fine arts events, 
graduation, prom, homecoming, etc for you to convert into 
digital format and feature at your reunion.

• Provide information about our schools and the work of the 
Foundation at your reunion or gathering. 

Call or email the APS Foundation office to start your reunion 
process! 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us. 

PLEASE NOTE: Privacy Act laws prohibit the distribution of personal information 
to anyone other than a class representative acting on behalf of the class reunion. 
The reproduction of class lists for general distribution to class members (or for 
any other purpose) is prohibited.

Make plans 
to attend your 
class reunion.

We can help.

  

800-645-3851

VisitAberdeenSD.com
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WE SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF:
Since 2004, Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation has 
awarded over $1.2 million in grants, scholarships, book/
tuition reimburse ments and other projects to enhance 
and supplement learning opportunities for elementary, middle, 
and high school students in the Aberdeen Public School System. 

• Administer Grants for K-12 projects/programs:  
Grants for innovative/creative projects whose goal 
is enhancing the tradition of excellence in Aberdeen 
Public Schools.  Grants have helped provide Makerspace 
enhancements, iPad keyboards and Strider bikes for 
elementary students, Briggs & Stratton engines and Project 
Lead the Way computer science curriculum for middle school 
students, and Rachel’s Challenge 
presentations and curriculum, 
A-TEC welders and Dallas 
Brass workshops and 
performance opportunities 
for CHS students. Over 
$21,000 in grants were 
awarded in 2018-19.  
In the last 5 years, over 
$81,000 in Innovation 
Partnership and District 
Collaboration grants have 
been awarded to K-12 
projects and programs with 
school specific or district-wide 
impact.

• Coordinate the CHS Rising Scholars Program:  The 
Rising Scholars Program supports CHS students taking 
dual credit classes at SD colleges and tech schools, or Apex 
online learning classes.  Juniors and seniors enrolling in 
dual credit classes can apply for book reimbursements (up 
to $50/class).  Book reimbursements were awarded to 120 
CHS students taking 186 college and dual credit classes 
in 2018-19.  In the last 5 years, over $31,000 in Class of 
’49 Rising Scholars grants have been awarded to more than 
500 CHS students to help them take advantage of college 
credit opportunities. 

• Endowments, Scholarships and Grants – The 
Foundation manages 23 endowment funds providing 
scholarships in a variety of fields of study for college, as well 
as grants for students while they are at CHS.  In addition to 
our endowed scholarships, the Foundation also manages 
and awards seven annually-funded scholarships.  
Scholarships and grants totaling over $37,000 were 
awarded to our students in 2018-19.  Over $155,000 has 
been awarded in education scholarships and grants in the 
past five years to help students while at CHS and beyond.  

Information about each endowment and scholarship, along 
with applications are available on the foundation website at 
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation  

STAFF SUPPORT AND RECOGNITION  
• New Teacher Totes – The Foundation assembles a 

Golden Eagle tote of useful items for new teachers to 
welcome them to the Aberdeen School District.

• Golden Apple Awards –  
Aberdeen School District staff 
and volunteers who go above 
and beyond are nominated for 
these awards by their peers, 
community members, parents, 
etc. Nomination forms are 
available on the Foundation 
website.

DID YOU KNOW? 
WHAT DOES THE ABERDEEN  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION DO? (PART 1) 
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Aberdeen Cen-
tral High School 
students pursuing 
careers in health-
related fields now 
have additional as-
sistance thanks to 
the recently es-
tablished Sally J. 

Couser Memorial Endowment within the 
Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation. 

The endowment, to be administered by 
the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, 
will provide scholarships for Aberdeen 
Central High School seniors who have 
made a commitment toward community 
service and attaining a higher education in 
health-related fields. Students must show 
determination for classroom academic 
achievement, financial need, and 
involvement in community and school 
activities to qualify. 

The endowment was funded with 
an initial gift of $25,000 from Dr. Robert 
Couser (Aberdeen Central Class of 1966) 
in memory of his wife, Sally, a health care 
professional and public service advocate.  
Dr. Couser plans to continue building the 

endowment for the next nine years until it 
reaches $250,000.  

Sally J. Couser received a B.S. in 
nursing from Gustavus Adolphus College 
in 1976 and later a Master’s degree 
from the University of Minnesota in 
public health, while completing training 
as a pediatric nurse practitioner.  She 
practiced at Children’s Hospital in St. 
Paul and later at the Midwest Children’s 
Resource Center in St. Paul, a diagnostic 
and treatment facility for victims of child 
abuse.  Sally worked with the Junior 
League of St. Paul in establishing 
programs to further the understanding 
of Shaken Baby Syndrome, including 
the production of a nationally recognized 
educational video.  Sally was on the 
faculty of St. Catherine’s College in the 
training of pediatric nurse practitioners.  
She was involved in community service 
as guardian ad litem and was a member 
of the Highland Park District Council 
Board, where she served on numerous 
committees, including the Mississippi 
River Legislative Advisory Committee. 

Throughout Sally’s life and career, she 
lived with compassion and empathy for 

others, a commitment to her community, 
and unrelenting loyalty, generosity, and 
love to her family and friends.  Later as 
she dealt with the realities of living with 
cancer, she lived with personal courage 
and a strong will that inspired those who 
loved her dearly. 

“As a reflection of Sally Couser’s 
values, I am grateful for the opportunity to 
provide financial assistance to high school 
students of need and who demonstrate 
an interest in community service and 
an ability to help others through health-
related careers,” said Dr. Couser.

 “The Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation Board and I are thrilled to 
be part of honoring Sally’s memory.  
Her endowment and scholarships will 
help students pursue their health-
related career goals for generations to 
come,” said Gretchen Sharp, Executive 
Director of the Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation.  “The generosity of Dr. 
Couser is overwhelming.  We deeply 
appreciate his desire to support and 
enhance educational opportunities for our 
Aberdeen Central students.”

SALLY J. COUSER MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT ESTABLISHES  
ABERDEEN CENTRAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Mike Miller Elementary PTA 
was awarded a $1,000 

grant from National PTA 
and Google to provide 
parents with the 
resources they need 
to answer practical 
questions about 
digital safety and 
citizenship. The grant 
was used to host a 

Be Internet Awesome 
Family Workshop on April 

11, 2019, at Mike Miller 
Elementary to promote safer 

and more responsible use of online 
technology and mobile phones, especially among children 
and young people.  Mike Miller Elementary PTA is one of 200 
local PTAs nationwide (and the only school in South Dakota) 
selected to receive a PTA Connected Be Internet Awesome 
grant from Google and National PTA.  

The Be Internet Awesome workshop increased awareness of 
online safety tools for families, taught families about digital 
citizenship and how to better navigate the internet, and 

inspired families to Be Internet Awesome together by growing 
their understanding of digital well-being. 

Family engagement and supporting student success make up 
a huge part of PTA’s mission. Students with involved parents 
are more likely to earn higher grades and pass their classes, 
attend school regularly, have better social skills and go on to 
postsecondary education.  “Getting families involved in their 
kids’ online safety, so that they can be more successful in 
school and in life, is what the Be Internet Awesome Family 
Workshop is all about!” said MME PTA Secretary and 
workshop coordinator, Erin Doering.

MIKE MILLER ELEMENTARY PTA RECEIVES 
GRANT TO ADDRESS DIGITAL SAFETY
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With the help of the APS Foundation, 
the Aberdeen School District enhanced 
the Makerspaces for grades K-5 in all 
elementary schools across the district.   
APS Foundation District Collaboration 
Grant funds were used to purchase 
materials for elementary Makerspaces, 
allowing greater access to needed 
materials and reducing the time between 
rotations.  

Makerspaces provide hands-on, 
creative ways to encourage students 
to design, experiment, build and invent 
as they engage in science, engineering 
and tinkering.  Students practice 
critical thinking skills, challenge their 
imaginations, and come up with solutions 
to real-world problems.  The goal is to 
work together to learn, collaborate, and 
share. Most importantly, makerspaces 
allow students to explore, create new 
things, or improve things that already 
exist.  

Some of the items purchased included 
Sphero robots, WeDo LEGO sets, VR, 
programming software, Sphero Mazes, 
Sphero Minis, Dash Robots, OSMO 
Genius Kits, Merge Cube augmented 
Reality and Media cameras.

A long-standing tradition, Simmons Middle School still holds an annual 
Homecoming parade.  The cheerleaders and Homecoming royalty are invited to 
participate.  Student homerooms create themed floats for the parade, and are 
cheered on by fellow students and staff.

DISTRICT COLLABORATION GRANT  
FUNDS ELEMENTARY MAKERSPACE ENHANCEMENTS

SMS HOMECOMING PARADE
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WE INVOLVE OUR ALUMNI:
 
Serve as a Connection point for Alumni and Reunion 
groups: The APS Foundation provides class contact information 
and assists reunion groups with planning their reunions.

DID YOU KNOW? 
WHAT DOES THE ABERDEEN  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION DO? (PART 2) 

• Publish the Blue and Gold Alumni & Friends 
Newsletter: The first Blue and Gold Alumni newsletter was 
published in November of 2005.  This bi-annual publication 
contains current information about the Foundation, schools, 
students, staff and alumni.  Circulation is over 15,000 via 
mail and email.

• Operate the Alumni Room at Old CHS - Memorabilia 
includes marching band uniforms and hats, CHS letter 
sweaters, scrapbooks, and hundreds of restored trophies 
and photos which represent CHS student achievement in 
band, choir, speech, debate, academics and sports! 
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Golden Eagles Boys Cross Country Team – 2nd place in SDHSAA State 
Championships! (Ties our best finish ever at State!)

2019 All-State Boys Cross Country Team - Aaron Ryan (also All-American), 
Daniel Street, Josh Martin, Jared Loecker, Luke Jacobs

Golden Eagles Girls Cross Country Team -  7th place in SDHSAA State 
Championships

2019 Girls All-State Cross Country Team - Melanie Jacobs

Golden Eagles Competition Dance Team - 8th Place in the SDHSAA State 
Championships (Best Finish Ever!) 4th Place Finish – ESD in Championships

Golden Eagles Competition Cheer Team - 6th place finish in SDHSAA State 
Championships

2019 All-State Cheerleader - Hannah Kelley - 1st Golden Eagle All-State 
Cheerleader!

Holgate & Simmons Middle School Marching Band – gold award in the 2019 
Roncalli Marching Band Festival

Golden Eagle Girls Soccer – 2nd place team in the state!
2019 AA Girls All-State Soccer Team - Megan Fastenau - 1st Team, Brittney 

DeGroot - 2nd Team
2019 Girls All ESD Soccer Team – Megan Fastenau, Britany DeGroot, Victoria 

Heier

Golden Eagle Boys Soccer – lost in the semi-final game of the state tournament to 
#1 ranked Washington 1-0 in overtime

2019 AA Boys All-State Soccer Team - Reece Meister - 1st Team, Ty Horner - 2nd 
Team

2019 Boys All ESD Soccer team - Ty Horner, Dawson Pfister, Alex Stillman, Reece 
Meister

Golden Eagles Marching Band - 3rd place in Class 5 open, 6th overall at the Quad 
State Marching Band Competition

2019 All-State Orchestra - Hannah Rovang - 2nd violin, Melina Frank – 2nd violin, 
Masyn Schutter – 2nd violin, Drew Comstock – 2nd violin, Yufeng Peng – Cello, 
Abe Wieland – French horn, Ellen Kendall – French horn, Travis Sharp – Tuba, 
Logan Jensen - viola

2019 All-State Chorus – 
Quartet 1 - Sabina Hagen, Hannah Gasperich, Eric Jacobson, Rawley Moore
Quartet 2 - Zoe Schnell, Julia Orr, Lincoln End of Horn, Tyler Two Eagle
Quartet 3 - Sarren Godfrey, Jennifer Appl, Tabor Schabot, Collin Getty
Quartet 4 - Madi Vetter, Tatum Waldrop, Taye Cundiff, Alex Tennant
Quartet 5 - Sophia Powell, Carly Comstock, Jack Kastengren, Jacob Usselman

Golden Eagles Boys Cross Country Team - ESD Champions!
2019 All-ESD Team: Aaron Ryan – ESD Champion – 2nd Year in a row! Daniel 

Street – 3rd, Jared Loecker – 4th, Josh Martin – 7th, Luke Jacobs – 11th, Avery 
Schlosser-Bina – 14th

JV Boys Cross Country Team – 1st Place

Golden Eagles Girls Cross Country Team - 4th Place in ESD Championships
2019 All-ESD Team: Melanie Jacobs – 4th, Alexis Ketterling – 8th, Zoe Douglas – 

15th
JV Girls Cross Country Team – 1st Place

National Merit Semi Finalists - Luke Jacobs, Yonathan Taye, Abe Wieland

Golden Eagles Boys Golf Team - 6th Place in State AA Tournament
2019 All-State Team: Braydon Jones, Ethan Vikander

Student Success  APRIL 2019 THROUGH OCTOBER 2019
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Golden Eagles Girls Tennis Team – 7th place in State AA tournament
2019 All-State Team: Olivia Goetz, Mirra Frohling, Megan Thone, Emily Ringgenberg, 

Alice Vogel
3rd Place in ESD Tournament
Megan Thone – ESD Champion - #6 Singles
Olivia Goetz & Mirra Frohling – ESD Champions - #1 Doubles
2019 All-ESD Team: Megan Thone, Olivia Goetz, Mirra Frohling, Jen Appl, Emily 

Ringgenberg, Alice Vogel

CHS Fall Play – The Man Who Came to Dinner

2019 CHS Homecoming Royalty – King Dillon Stoebner and Queen Shelby Snow

Huron Invitational Cross Country Meet – Aberdeen Boys teams AND runners 
won all three divisions – Varsity – Aaron Ryan, Junior Varsity – Jacob Angerhofer, 
Middle School – Anthony Miller

National Debate Results:
• Sulaiman Jamal and Mariah William placed 14 out of 189 in the nation in 

policy debate. Their year-long topic was on the US increasing legal immigration 
to the US.

• Yufeng Peng officially placed 16th in Informative speaking missing semifinals 
by only two ranks. She is the highest we have placed in Informative speaking at 
nationals. Her 10 minute speech was on Chinese names and what they mean, 
history behind the names, and cultural significance of naming a child in China. For 
example, it is an affront to name your child after a relative. 

• Ladine Mendoza- placed 33rd in Drama. Three more ranks and she would have 
made top 30 in the nation.  Both Drama and Inform had over 270 entries.

• Hunter Ringgenberg made round 7 in Extemp Debate, he placed in the top 100 
out of 846 competitors. 

• Kara Vetch was top 60 in expository with a speech on how the amount of time 
we get to do a project does not affect the quality of work--1 or 3 days the product 
quality is the same.

2019 Boys Tennis Team All-State Team: Luke Reierson - #2 Singles, Gabe Goetz 
- #3 Singles

Golden Eagles Boys Tennis - 4th Place in the ESD Tournament
(Seeded 7th/8th coming into the tournament)
2019 All-ESD Team: Luke Reierson – 2nd – No. 2 Singles, Gabe Goetz – 3rd – No. 

3 Singles

2019 Boys All-ESD Track & Field Performers
Sam Rolfs, Aaron Ryan, Chris Weber, Jake Hilsendeger, Avery Bad Moccasin, Seth 

Martens, Eli Fischer, Collin Huff, Luke Jacobs, Will Jarrott, Makhi Jones, Josh 
Martin, Nick Olson, Alex Stillman, & Avery Schlosser-Bina

2019 Girls All-ESD Track & Field Performers
Melanie Jacobs, Zoe Douglas, Jordan Hermansen, Abby Kopecky, Brooke Malsom, 

Brianna Altmaier, Taryn Hettich, Hannah Struble, Brooklyn Kusler, Sadie Struble, 
Abby Lang and Trinity Miller

2019 ESD Track & Field Champions
Boys Squad:
Sam Rolfs – Triple Jump
Aaron Ryan – 1600 Run and 3200 Run
Chris Weber – 4 X 200 Relay
Jake Hilsendeger – 4 X 200 Relay
Avery Bad Moccasin – 4 X 200 Relay
Seth Martens – 4 X 200 Relay

Student Success  APRIL 2019 THROUGH OCTOBER 2019
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Girls Squad:
Melanie Jacobs – 4 X 800 Relay, 1600 Run, 800 Run, & 3200 Run (No other female 

athlete in the history of our program has won these four events at ESD!!!)
Zoe Douglas – 4 X 800 Relay
Jordan Hermansen – 4 X 800 Relay
Abby Kopecky – 4 X 800 Relay

Golden Eagle Boys & Girls Track & Field Teams - Second Place at ESD Track & 
Field Championships

2019 SD Honor Choir: 
Soprano - Zoe Schnell, Andrea Rivera Martinez (5th Alternate)
Alto - Jennifer Appl, Zoe Douglas, Hannah Gasperich, Jordan Hermansen, Julia Orr, 

Tatum Waldrop
Tenor - Lincoln End of Horn, Zach Gonsor, Eric Jacobsen, Jack Kastengren, Tabor 

Schabot
Bass - Rawley Moore, Alex Tennant, Jacob Usselman
 
Golden Eagle Athletes of the Year:
Cassidy Gough – 2019 Girls Athlete of the Year
Seth Martens – 2019 Boys Athlete of the Year

ABERDEEN BOARD OF EDUCATION  
AND HANSON EARN ASBSD AWARDS

Members of the Aberdeen School Board 
used the 2018-19 school year to broaden 
their knowledge of school board work 
and earned statewide recognition for 
their efforts.  The School Board earned 
a gold level award for their participation 
in the ASBSD’s Act, Learn, Lead (ALL) 
board recognition program, which honors 
the work of school boards who strive to 
enhance their knowledge base of board 
work.

By participating in ASBSD activities 
and training opportunities as well as 

demonstrating leadership 
at the local, state and 
national level, school 
boards accumulated points 
throughout the school year. The 
Aberdeen School Board accumulated 
500 or more ALL points to earn the gold 
level award.

ASBSD Community Service Awards are 
presented to individuals or groups serving 
their local school districts in exemplary 
fashion.  Lynn Hanson of Aberdeen was 
selected to receive this year’s Community 

Service Award, and was honored at 
the August 8, 2019 ASBSD Awards 
Luncheon in Sioux Falls.

A former School Board member and 
current Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation Board member, Hanson is 
a champion in the Aberdeen community 
for public education and students.  She 
advocates for the safety and welfare 
of students through grants provided 

to improve safety equipment and 
curriculum.  Hanson has been 

instrumental in helping multiple 
bond issues pass to improve 
district facilities as well. 

An avid supporter of Aberdeen 
Central High School athletics, 

and fine arts, Hanson and 
her family established the Lynn 

Hanson Endowment in 2015, which 
annually provides a scholarship to a CHS 
female graduate who excels in academics 
and athletics.  Hanson is a “go-to” 
volunteer in the Aberdeen School District 
and is always willing to lend a hand.

ASBSD is a private, non-profit organization 
representing more than 850 local school 
board members, the school districts they 
govern and the students they serve.  

Student Success  APRIL 2019 THROUGH OCTOBER 2019
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“PORTER THE HOARDER” READING PROJECT COMES TO ABERDEEN

Welcome back to School!

The SD Statewide Family Engagement 
Center (SFEC)  is excited to partner 
with “Napoleon Dynamite” producer 
Sean Covel and artist Rebecca Swift on 
the “Porter the Hoarder” reading project.  
South Dakotans, Covel and Swift, created 
the “Porter the Hoarder” children’s book 
series with family engagement as a key 
component. The “look and find” books are 
designed for “Littles” to share with “Bigs.” 
SFEC Director, Morgan VonHaden, says 
the goal is to give the book to as many 
South Dakota first graders as possible 
and to provide tools on how to use the 
book for meaningful family engagement 
at home or through a family event.

Welcome to the world of Porter the 
Hoarder, a series of “look-and-find” books 
that gets Bigs (parents, teachers, siblings 
and adults at home) in the habit of reading 

with Littles (elementary-aged students). 
Though the book is essentially a game of 
searching though Porter’s messy room to 
find her bizarre collection of objects (such 
as 10 snotty handkerchiefs, 6 lightning-
fried lizards and 2 moldy sandwiches), 
what is truly happening when Bigs read 
with Littles is something far greater than 
the sum of Porter’s piles of junk.

“Porter the Hoarder” books were 
distributed free of charge to all Aberdeen 
first graders.  Teacher resources and 
“Parent Homework” that turn a quick 
read into a long-term reading habit also 
accompanied each book.

Aberdeen parents and students had 
the chance to meet and greet the author, 
Sean Covel, and illustrator, Rebecca 
Swift, at a signing event at KO Lee Public 
Library on September 18, 2019.

The CHS Golden 

Eagle Marching Band 

welcomed teachers 

and staff to the all-staff 

“Welcome Back” meeting 

before school started. 

The May Overby staff and PTA families joined a Social Media contest held 
by Sign Gypsies-Groton and Aberdeen Area to promote their business and 
Back to School. By working together and voting for their school every day 
they gathered the most votes and won a free Back to School sign layout of 
their choice.  “We had a lot of fun keeping the voting going, and I had a lot of 
fun designing the layout with Jordan Kjellsen and Chris Malsam, the owners,” 
said Michele Perrizo, 4th grade teacher at May Overby Elementary School.

Miller Elementary School invited 
community members to help 
greet students on the first day of 
school.
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WE PARTNER WITH OUR COMMUNITY
• CHS Hall of Fame Banquet – This event is designed 

to honor CHS alumni and groups/teams in the areas 
of Academics/Achievement, Athletics, Fine Arts and 
Distinguished Service.  This year’s event takes place on 
September 19, 2020, in conjunction with CHS Homecoming 
Week activities.

• Knight for a Princess – Knight for a Princess is a special 
dinner/dance fundraiser event for young ladies 4-12 years 
old. Escorts are dads, grandpas, uncles, or very special male 
role models.  Couples enjoy appetizers, cupcakes, a photo 
moment, princess activities, swing dance lessons, magic, 
celebrity guests, plus an evening of memorable dancing. 
This year’s date is April 4, 2020.  Event proceeds fund grant 
programs for our students and staff.

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
• Nominate someone for a 

Golden Apple Award or 
CHS Hall of Fame.

• Contribute to our grant 
programs that are 
making a difference in 
students’ lives.  

• Volunteer to help with 
the Alumni Room, Hall of 
Fame Banquet or the Knight 
for a Princess event.

• Fund a scholarship or donation in 
memory of a family member or classmate.

CHS ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED:
The Russ Keen Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a CHS 
graduate currently in his/her sophomore or junior year 
of college, and pursuing a degree in Communications or 
Journalism.  The scholarship is funded by an endowment 
established by family and friends of Russ Keen.  This 
year’s recipient is Peyton Beyers.

The Doolittle Business Scholarship is awarded 
to CHS graduates currently in their sophomore or 
junior year of college, and pursuing a degree in business.  
The scholarship is funded by the Doolittle Memorial Trust.  
This year’s recipients are Jonah Dohrer, Mason Flakus, John 
Morrison and Brooklyn Munsen.

The Dave & Mary Ann Shaw Alumni Track Scholarship is awarded to a CHS 
alumnus of high character that enjoys and excels in running events.  This year’s recipient 
is Jackson Harrison.

DID YOU KNOW? 
WHAT DOES THE ABERDEEN  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION DO? (PART 3) 

Include the APS Foundation in your estate planning. If you 
would like to get involved, call the Foundation at 605-725-
7118 or email Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us. 
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EAGLE PRIDE PARTNERS:
Distinguished Partner 

($25,000+)
Sanford Health *

Anchor Partner ($10,000 
to $24,999)

Dacotah Bank *

Founding Partner ($4,000 
to $9,999)

Geffdog Design and Apparel *
Huff Construction, Inc. *
Insurance Plus *
Plains Commerce Bank *

Premier Partner ($1,000 
to $3,999)

American News *
Cash-Wa Distributing *
DSS Image Apparel *
Hardin’s Photography *
Harr Motors *
Midco*
Northern Valley 

Communications *
Quality Quick Print/Midstates 

Printing *
VanLaecken Orthodontics *

Eagle Partner ($500 to 
$999)

Dr. Becky Guffin
Krestie Utech
Wally Wingert
Wayne Sayler

Blue Star ($100 to $249)
Eldon & Donna Reich
Fred Cowley
Gretchen Sharp
Ken & Leslie Phillips
Laura Millett
Marnie Lamont
Ryan Goodman

Contributor ($50 to $99)
Jason Uttermark
Rob & Sara Wylie
Burt Elliott
Marion Hayes
Thomas McCarthy
Kenneth Petersen
James Marlow

Friend ($1 to $49)
Amanda Mayer
Amber Frericks
Barb Nygaard
Brenda Heinert
Brennan Goehring
Brianne Bendewald
Camille Kaul
Carmen Conn
Christen Salfrank
Connie Getty
David Hagen
Elissa Allen
Elizabeth Schiferl
Ericka Doxsee
Gerald Maier
Greg Murley
Harold Gutjahr

Jacque DePlanty
James Buechler
Jane Perman
Jalynn Karlen
Kathy Moore
Kelli Meister
Kim Aman
Lisa McNeely
Margie Hohenstein-Moore
Marilyn Halvorson
Mikaela Waiflein
Nicole Schutter
Rachel Hoops
Renae Rausch
Sadie Bossert

Shannon Knuppe
Sheila Malsam
Tammy Gardner
Teresa Deuter
Tom Janish

* Annual donors recognized in 
both newsletters

ENDOWMENTS & 
RESTRICTED GIFTS

Alumni Room 
Dave & Mary Ann Shaw
Debra (Olson) Sowell

Bryce Anglin Memorial 
Scholarship

Greg and Jeanette Anglin

Charlotte (Wilson) Clarke 
Memorial Endowment

Charles R. Ingerson Family 
Foundation

CHS Boys and Girls Cross 
Country Teams

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw

CHS Music and Fine Arts 
Jeremy Schutter
Robb Erickson

Class of ‘65 Scholarship 
fund 

In memory of Susan Vaughan 
by Carol Bailey

Class of ‘49 Rising 
Scholars Endowment 

In memory of Anthony V. 
Schwan by Charles Buttz

In memory of Anthony V. 
Schwan by Pat (Grover) 
and Elton Fors

In memory of Donald Achtien 
by Arliss Alberts

In memory of Donald Achtien 
by Pat (Grover) and Elton 
Fors

In memory of Donald Fauss 
by Arliss Alberts

In memory of Donald Fauss 
by Pat (Grover) and Elton 
Fors

In memory of Ronald D. 
McGrew by Jelane McGrew

Class of ‘49 Rising 
Scholars Grants

Dr. Ken and Diane Meier
Nita Schumacher

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw 
Track Scholarship

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw

Thank you! We gratefully acknowledge the generous gifts made by the friends of the Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation from April 2019 through October 2019

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the donor and volunteer lists.  If your name has been omittted or misspelled, 
please accept our apologies and notify the Foundation of corrections by calling 605-725-7118.

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Dean Kranhold Memorial 
Endowment

Serah Morrissey

Don & Rosemary Reshetar 
Memorial Endowment

Charles R. Ingerson Family 
Foundation

Foundation Grant 
Programs

Aaron Schultz
Bob Pitz
Dr. Ken and Diane Meier

CHS Hall of Fame 
CHS Hall of Fame 

Scholarship by Steve Frank
In honor of Dr. Ken Meier by 

Claudia Kapp
In honor of Gretchen Sharp 

and the event volunteers by 
Mel & Carol Klein

In honor of Karen Lust 
McLaughlin by Jim & Vicki 
Lust

Sponsoring an inductee’s 
tickets - Ellen Premack

Jeanette Hurrell Memorial 
Endowment

Debra (Olson) Sowell
 In honor of Mary Amacher by 

Jean Daniels
In memory of Donna 

Heintzman by David & 
Stacey Hurrell

In memory of Donna 
Heintzman by her family 
and friends

Kurt Kruger Memorial 
Endowment

Ryan, Kim & Chris Kruger

Larry H. Lovrien Memorial 
Endowment & 
Scholarship

Brad and April Lovrien
Jarett Jones
Julie Lovrien
Lee Schoenbeck
Marshall and Shelley Lovrien
Michael and Katelynn 

(Lovrien) Shubeck

Lynn Hanson Endowment
Family and Friends of Lynn 

Hanson

Old CHS preservation and 
renovation

Carla and Steven Jeschke

Pelton Family Scholarship
Chuck and Monica Pelton

Professor Virginia 
Dixon, Class of 1963, 
Endowment

In memory of Dean Deuel by 
Bob & Linda Roth

Kay Dixon
Nancy Gingerelli

Russ Keen Memorial 
Scholarship

American News

Sally J. Couser 
Memorial 
Endowment

Dr. Robert Couser

Speech & Debate 
Endowment

Colleen Murley
Debra (Olson) Sowell
Jenny  Hawk-Heirigs
Kerry Konda
Reid & Jean Holkesvik

Vern Jark Memorial 
Endowment

Charles R. Ingerson Family 
Foundation

Jessica Norman
Rob & Sara Wylie
Tony & Jamie Portra

Visual Arts Endowment 
Scholarship

John Wald

IN HONOR/IN MEMORY
In memory of Carol Froehlich 

Bahr, Class of ‘58 by Eileen 
Zimmerman

In memory of David Syhre by 
Ricky Syhre

In memory of Dean Deuel by 
Brian and Gretchen Sharp

In memory of Gus Erickson, 
Kerry Johnston, and Earnie 
Kerby 

In memory of Jo Ann (Von 
Wald) Tagtow   by Eugene 
Tagtow

In memory of Linda (Johnson) 
Whiting, Class of 1965 by 
Leland Johnson

In memory of Phyllis 
(Schauer) Hansen, Class of 
‘48 by Alan Hansen

In memory of Susan 
(Schnabel) Seaton by 
Cynthia Henfling

In memory of Tim Stern, Class 
of 1955 by Jim Lust

IN KIND DONATIONS
Aberdeen Magazine - 

advertising
Century Business Products 

- Hall of Fame program 
printing

For the Alumni Room
Anonymous donor - tall wood 

and glass cabinet
Bob Smith - track spikes and 

photo
Dave Shaw - track spikes
Harold Gutjahr - monitor 

button and BB button with 
rabbit’s foot 

Herschel Premack - Class of 
1944 50th Reunion book

Janelle Rietz-Kamenar - 
1911 Aberdeen Central 
Blue & Gold Yearbook

Jean Daniels - Class of 1969 
20 year Reunion book

Sheri (Gallipo) Palmer - 
Leland Gallipo’s letter 
sweater and track medals
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D. Seiler

R. McCafferty

J. Vogel

B. Kleinsasser

Project SEARCH received the 2019 ABBY 
Bridge Builder Award for demonstrating 
exceptional performance in collaborating 
with community educational institutions and 
agencies to expand their workforce to include 
under-served populations.  Project SEARCH 
is a unique one-year business-led transition 
program for individuals with disabilities age 
18-21 in high school.  The Aberdeen School 
District partners with the Department of 
Human Services Division of Rehabilitation 
Services (Voc. Rehab.), Avera, Aspire, and the 
Department of Labor.

Dawn Seiler - SD Basketball Coaches Hall of 
Fame – Class of 2019.  Win #600! Average of 
16.6 wins per season over 36 years as a head 
coach! (She has the record for most wins by 
a girls’ head basketball coach in SD history!!)

Roger McCafferty - South Dakota’s 
outstanding speech, debate and theater 
educator by the National Federation of State 
High School Associations for 2017-18, and 
selected as the regional winner of the same 
award for 2018-19.

John Vogel – Nominated as 2018 SD High 
School Coaches Association Girls Tennis 
Coach of the Year.  SD VFW Teacher of the 
Year

Bruce Kleinsasser – Nominated as 2018 
SD High School Coaches Association 
Competition Cheer Coach of the Year

STAFF RECOGNITION

Come Meet the 2019-20 Golden Eagles 
Athletic Teams!  Golden Eagle Fans will each 
receive a team photo, and Golden Eagle 
Athletes will sign autographs and pose for 
photos.
 
December 5, 2019
Gymnastics vs. Jamestown 5:00PM @ Golden 
Eagles Aux Gym, CHS
 
December 13, 2019 
Boys Basketball vs. Brookings 7:00PM @ 
Golden Eagles Arena, CHS 
 
December 19, 2019
Wrestling vs. Pierre 7:00PM @ Golden Eagles 
Arena, CHS
 
Friday, December 20, 2019 
Girls Basketball vs. Spearfish 7:00PM @ 
Golden Eagles Arena, CHS

Meet   the Eagles

BUY-A-BRICK
Supporters of Aberdeen Public 

Schools are literally writing 
their names in stone.  Over 
50 alumni, friends and 
businesses have purchased 

bricks at CHS.  

Engraved with messages, these bricks honor 
the memories imprinted upon the hearts of many CHS graduates.  
The bricks are located at the front of the CHS building beneath the 
American Flag. 
 
Bricks are still available for you to share your message.  Contact 
the Foundation at 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us to 
sponsor a brick for the one-time gift of $150.00. 

SWISHER FIELD LOCKER 
CAMPAIGN
You are invited to commemorate your 
association with Aberdeen Central Athletics 
by purchasing a locker for the Reshetar-
Kretchman Field House at the Swisher Field 
Complex.  
Lockers can be purchased for a variety of 
reasons: 
· To honor a coach or teammate
· To remember parents
· To recognize a friend or loved one
· To continue memories at Central High School

Your message will be engraved on a plaque 
on your locker.  To purchase a locker for 
$250, please contact the Foundation with any 
questions or for more information at 605-725-
7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us.
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HAVE YOU EVER SAID, “I WISH I COULD DO MORE?”

When considering whether or not a planned gift is appropriate 
for you, ask yourself a few simple questions:

• What do I want to give?

• How should I give?

• When should I give? 

• Where will my gift make the most impact? 

There are a number of ways you can support excellence in 
education in the Aberdeen Public Schools through planned 
charitable giving. If you wish to support the Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation, you might consider: 

Gifts of Appreciated Assets 

Gifts of appreciated assets, such as securities or real estate, are 
excellent ways to support the Foundation. These types of gifts 
can provide you with numerous benefits: 

 - An income tax deduction, typically based on the assets 
fair market value 

 - Avoid federal and state capital gains tax 

 - Avoid the Affordable Care Act Medicare tax 

Life Insurance Gifts 

A gift to the Foundation of your old, unneeded, or obsolete life 
insurance policy can provide you with these benefits: 

 - Receive a charitable income tax deduction 

 - Reduce your taxable estate

 - Preserve your cash and savings 

Charitable Life Income Plans 

If you own low-yielding assets and want a higher income, a 
charitable life income gift may be worth considering. These gifts 
include a charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust and 
can provide you with these benefits: 

 - Receive payments for your lifetime

 - Generate an income tax deduction 

 - Bypass capital gains on appreciated assets 

 - Increased financial security 

Charitable Life Estates 

Your estate plan may include leaving your home or other real 
estate to charity. To do this, you may wish to create a charitable 
life estate. You can make a gift to the Foundation through a 
charitable life estate today that will benefit you in these ways: 

 - Current income tax deduction 

 - Life use and enjoyment of the property 

Your consideration of any of these charitable giving options 
to benefit the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is greatly 
appreciated. Any gift, big or small, can make a difference to 
our students’ education in the Aberdeen Public Schools. The 
Foundation appreciates you considering making us a part of 
your charitable giving plan. 

Disclaimer – These tips are not intended as legal or tax advice. For specifics on 
how any gift may affect your personal tax situation, please consult with your own 
professional financial advisor or attorney.

GIVE THE GIFT OF EDUCATION 

Lost  and Found
1977 Boys BB State Champs banner – designed by Darwin 
Wolf (’79), and found recently by Lisa (Braun) Link (’78).  The 
banner now hangs proudly in the Alumni Room.

Dave Shaw (’61) and Bob Smith (’61) track spikes – two 
classmates and teammates that wore the same brand and style 
of track spikes that were used on cinder tracks, such as the one 
students competed on near Simmons Junior High.  Both of pairs 
of track spikes are displayed in the Alumni Room.
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E a c h 
year the 
A b e r d e e n 
Educat ion 
Association 
(AEA) hon-
ors a former 
member of 
the AEA to 
receive the 
E d u c a t o r 
Plus Award.  

The person chosen each year has dedi-
cated their life, in the classroom and out, 
to working with children, education, and 
the betterment of each. 

This year’s Educator Plus Award re-
cipient is Jan Palmer.  Palmer loves chal-
lenges, loves to learn, loves to grow both 
personally and professionally, and she 
loves to share her love of people and her 
talents with others.  She has been a hard-
working, dedicated professional, an out-
standing colleague, a caring, giving edu-
cator, and an excellent friend to education 
and those she cares about.

Since 1978, Palmer has been very in-
volved in education at NSU, Presentation 
College, Warner Public Schools and in 
the Aberdeen Public Schools.  Her initial 
career path was science related, but not 
science education – she graduated with 

a BS in Science, but furthered her edu-
cation in 1975 by earning her education 
degree in physical science with a minor 
in chemistry.  She received her Masters 
of Arts in teaching with an emphasis in 
natural science in 1989.

Some of the more notable awards 
Palmer has received include the South 
Dakota Outstanding Biology Teacher of 
the Year, the Presidential Award for Ex-
cellence in Science Teaching, and the 
Tandy Technology Scholar Outstanding 
Teacher.

Palmer co-wrote the state-wide AP 
Biology curriculum, and re-wrote the state 
on-line Biology curriculum as well.  Fol-
lowing retirement in 2013, she brought 
those standards and her knowledge to 
students across the state by continuing 
to teach an AP Biology online course for 
several years.

Palmer’s academic interests include 
technology and developing educational 
uses for technology. She was a member 
of introductory teachers’ technical educa-
tion professional development groups like 
Tech-Ram and LOFTI, as well as serving 
as an instructor with TTL.

Palmer also served as the Aberdeen 
School District gifted education director 
of grades 7-12 for two years, then moved 
to serve Aberdeen Central students in 

that capacity for the next nine years.
Her professional memberships in-

cluded NEA, SDEA, AEA, Delta Kappa 
Gamma, National Science Teachers As-
sociation, and American Association of 
University Women.  She was a member 
of numerous committees at Aberdeen 
Central including the District Advisory 
Committee, Crisis Management Team, 
Professional Leave Committee and Ma-
ple Gates School Improvement Commit-
tee.  She served as an AEA vice president 
for three years.  She was also the advisor 
for several very successful Science Quiz 
Bowl teams, and a long-time member 
of the Keystone National Honor Society 
committee. 

Palmer lives what she teaches her 
students.  She was instrumental in devel-
oping the recycling program at Aberdeen 
Central, began the Environmental Club, 
and planned and created the Outdoor 
Classroom bearing her name on the Ab-
erdeen Central campus.

After moving to Sioux Falls, Palmer 
continued to give back to her community.  
She volunteered at the Butterfly House 
and Aquarium, and discovered that she 
loves working in that environment.  She 
was then hired to coordinate student 
groups who come to visit while on fun, 
educational school trips each spring.

PALMER SELECTED TO RECEIVE 2019-20 EDUCATOR PLUS AWARD

SCHOOL SUPPLIES GALORE!
In August, Twin City Fan Companies, Ltd. donated six large totes 
filled with much needed additional supplies for classrooms to 
the Aberdeen School District for each public elementary 
school.  Totes contained tissues, glue sticks, hand sanitizer, 
headphones, snack bars and other items.  Delivering and 
accepting the donation at the DSC are (L to R):  Craig 
Millett-TCF Plant Mgr, Emily Herron-TCF HRBP, Bob 
Pitz-Dir. of Operations, Dave Farrell-TCF Production Mgr, 
Renae Rausch-Dir. of Sp. Education Svcs, Laura Millett-Dir. 
of Human Resources, Deb Schlosser-Executive Asst. to the 
Superintendent, and Tom Janish, Dir. of Finance.   

Many other local businesses and churches also 
provided backpacks and school supplies.

Thank You!



23

Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame 
Nomination Form for 2020
Due by January 15, 2020

Nominee _______________________________________________________    E-mail Address 
_______________________________

Nominee’s Address _____________________________________________________________ Phone 
_________________________

Nominee’s Graduation year __________________  (Need not be an alumnus) 

Please select one of the following nomination categories:  

 _____Academics/Achievement

 _____Athletics

 _____Fine Arts

 _____Distinguished Service

Briefly explain why you feel this individual deserves to be honored as a member of the 
Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame:  (Attach additional sheets, letters of recommendation or 
supporting documentation as necessary.) 

Nominator ____________________________________________________    E-mail Address 
________________________________

Nominator’s Address ___________________________________________________________ Phone 
_________________________

The Hall of Fame Committee will contact each qualified nominee and request additional 
supporting documentation and biographical information.  Only those nominees who submit 
information/documentation will be considered for induction by the Selection Committees.

Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame is a special project of the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation. 
Past inductees, bylaws, and selection process procedures are available on the APS Foundation’s website at
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation.

Academics/Achievement – This category includes Central High School alumni and teams/groups whose 
academic records and achievements set them apart from their peers. It also includes non-alumni who have
made significant contributions to Central High School as a member of the staff, administration, school 
board, volunteers, or the general public. 

Athletics – This category includes Central High School alumni and teams/groups whose accomplishments 
on the fields of competition sets them apart from their peers at the high school, university, or professional 
levels. It also includes non-alumni who have made significant contributions to Central High School as a 
member of the staff, coaches, administration, volunteers, or the general public.

Fine Arts – This category includes Central High School alumni and teams/groups whose Fine Arts 
accomplishments set them apart from their peers at the high school, university, or professional levels.   It 
also includes non-alumni who have made significant contributions to Central High School as a member of 
the staff, administration, volunteers, or the general public.

Distinguished Service - This category includes individuals who have served the Aberdeen Public 
Schools and/or in the Aberdeen area in an exceptional manner.  Nominees do not have to be alumni of 
Aberdeen Central High School, but have made significant contributions to Aberdeen Public Schools and/or 
the Aberdeen community as a member of the staff, administration, school board, volunteers or the 
general public.

Submit completed nomination form by January 15, 2020 to: 
Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, 1224 3rd St S., Aberdeen, SD 57401 

or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us
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Aberdeen Public
Schools Foundation, Inc.

1224 3rd Street South
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198

Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation/

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation:

Promoting excellence in education 
by forging a partnership among the 

schools, community, 
and alumni.

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. | FOREVER BLUE & GOLD THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

Please accept my gift of $_______________  to support excellence in education, foster enthusiasm in the classroom, and 
rekindle the joy of learning for Aberdeen Public School students.
o  Distinguished Partner $25,000 + o  Gold Star $250-$499       o  Other ________________________________
o  Anchor Partner $10,000-$24,999 o  Blue Star $100-$249             _____________________________________
o  Founding Partner $4,000-$9,999 o  Contributor $50-$99  
o  Premier Partner $1,000-$3,999 o  Friend $1-$49  o  In Memory of__________________________
o  Eagle $500-$999
     _____________________________________

If you or your spouse are employed by or retired from a company with a matching gift program, you may be able to double 
or triple the amount of your gift.  Please contact your HR department for details on how your company may become FOREVER 
BLUE & GOLD.

o  Please take note of my new contact information     o  Please add me to the email newsletter list
o  Please send information about including the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate or investment plans.   
o  I have included the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate planning.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________  Graduation Year:  _____________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________________________  Phone:  _______________________________________________

Make checks payable to the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. and send to 1224 S. 3rd St, Aberdeen, SD  57401
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  

Your gift is tax deductible to the extent the law allows.  Consult your tax advisor.

CUT HERE


