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 Kellie (Heier) Calhoun, ’03 Bill Gayton, ‘79 

                       1961 Boys Basketball Team
Presented by the Hall of Fame 
Committee and the Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation.  
Brief biographies for each 
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page 3.  Full biographies will 
be featured this summer on 
the Foundation’s website at 
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Congratulations to the Aberdeen Central Class of 
2020!  During these unprecedented times, we wish them much 
success as they fly from the “nest.” We look forward to hearing 
about how they change the world.  

My youngest son (pictured below) graduates this year, and 
as we celebrate in socially distanced ways, I am reminded of our 
family’s four generation Golden Eagle Legacy.  How many 
of your family members (grandparents, parents, siblings, etc) 
graduated from Aberdeen Central?  What impact has being a 

Golden Eagle had on you and/or your family?  
The Covid-19 crisis has upended many plans including this summer’s reunions.  

Many have rescheduled for next summer, and we look forward to seeing them when 
it is safe to gather again.  If your class reunion date has changed or is not yet on our 
schedule, please contact the Foundation office.  
Take care of each other, stay safe and be well!
Go Eagles!!

Gretchen Sharp
Executive Director, Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc.

Earlier cheerleaders who made the All-Star Games Teams were “All-Star 
Cheerleaders.”  Aberdeen Central has had several of those over the years when 
the All-Star Games were held in Aberdeen.  Cheerleaders tried out to make the 
All-Star squad.
The new system for Competition Cheer and Competition Dance selects “All-State 
Cheerleaders” from among the squads.  All-State Cheerleaders are chosen by the 
coaches. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR

“Promoting excellence in education by 
forging partnerships among the schools, 
community and alumni”

Published twice a year for the 
Aberdeen Public Schools alumni 
and friends.

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation, Inc.
Gretchen Sharp, Executive Director
1224 S 3rd St.
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198
Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation 
2019-20 Board Members
Marshall Lovrien ’99, President
Sue Gates ’70, Vice President
Lynn Hanson, Past President
Tom Janish, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Becky Guffin, Superintendent
Michyl Cahoy ‘11
Mike Hagen ‘83
Ed Hunstad ‘62
Lynn Karrigan
Merle Klein ‘53
Bob Olson ‘73
Brad Olson, ‘74
Courtney Rott Jr, ‘84
Steven Schaeffer, ‘74
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Foundation Annual Report 
2019-20
The Blue and Gold Alumni & Friends 
Newsletter contains an annual update 
of the work of the Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation, grants awarded, 
funds established in 2019-20, and 
donations from November 2019 through 
April 2020. As such, this publication is 
also the Foundation Annual Report. The 
Foundation’s tax return is available for 
viewing at the Foundation office. The 
Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is 
a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.
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Looking ahead (hopefully)…
August 10-16, 2020 - Brown County Fair
August 18, 2020 - First Day of School!
September 18, 2020 - CHS Homecoming
September 19, 2020 - CHS Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony

Clarification 
A L L - S T A R  &  A L L - S T A T E  C H E E R L E A D E R S

2020 HALL OF FAME BANQUET & CEREMONY
Saturday, September 19, 2020 

At Central High School, 2200 South Roosevelt Street, Aberdeen, SD

5:00 p.m. - Hall of Fame Social, CHS Commons Area 
5:30 p.m. - Hall of Fame Banquet, CHS Commons Area

After dinner guests will be directed to the Thomas F. Kelly Theatre for the Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony and entertainment.  A dessert reception will follow in the CHS 

Commons Area. Ticket information: Banquet Tickets are $35 per person.  
($40 per person after September 4.)

Tickets may be purchased after July 1 through the foundation website at  
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation/ or Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation 
office at 1224 3rd St. South, Aberdeen SD, 57401.  Contact the Foundation Office at  

605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us 

If you would like to sponsor an inductee’s tickets for $70, please contact Gretchen!
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Academics/Achievement
Dr. Stuart D. Bale, Class of 1983 – Bale 
is an experimental astrophysicist known for 
making significant advances in plasma 
astrophysics and solar physics.  He is the 
team leader for NASA’s Parker Solar Probe 
mission to revolutionize our understanding of 
the sun.

Dr. Richard E. Boettcher, Class of 
1953 – Boettcher’s distinguished career of 
leadership in higher education spans over 
50 years.  He is a social work pioneer with 
rich and extensive administrative and direct 
teaching/research/consultant experience in 
mental health and child welfare.

Brian R. Hoke, Class of 1992 – After 
Hoke graduated from the Naval Academy, 
he served around the world as a Navy 
Seal officer.  He volunteered for the CIA’s 
elite Special Activities Division and 
moved up to a leadership role at CIA 
headquarters.  He was killed in 2016 while 
conducting operations in Afghanistan.

Fine Arts
Wayne A. Hansen Class of 1978 – 
Television production teacher and mentor 
at Aberdeen Central, Hansen moved the 
program forward into the digital age.  His 
extensive experience in the industry benefits 
his students as well as the Aberdeen 
community.

Ed Schaefle Class of 1974 – Schaefle has 
been recognized for excellence as a school 
orchestra teacher, adjunct university faculty in 
music education, youth symphony conductor, 
and statewide leader among music teachers.  
As a violinist he has also been active as a 
performer throughout his career.

Loel W. Schrader Class of 1942 – Schrader 
was an acclaimed sportswriter, columnist, 
author and Navy veteran.  He covered over 
a dozen Superbowls and seven World Series, 
as well as a myriad of other sports events and 
45 years of USC college football.

Distinguished Service 
Glenna Fouberg, ASD 1973-2001 – 
Fouberg dedicated her career to improving 
the quality of education in SD as an English 
teacher, Director of the Alternative Learning 
Center, SD Teacher of the Year in 1994, 
and SD Board of Education for 19 years 
(President for 4 years).  She continues to 
be an Aberdeen community champion and 
consummate fundraiser. 

Athletics 
Kellie (Heier) Calhoun, Class of 2003 – 
Calhoun was a volleyball star (Miss Volleyball 
Class AA 2003) at Aberdeen Central and 
NSU.  She excelled as an outstanding three-
sport athlete in volleyball, basketball and 
track, winning the medley relay and Gold 
Medal award at the State AA Track Meet.

Bill Gayton, Class of 1979 – Gayton’s 
Major League Baseball career spans over 
30 years.  After being drafted by the Chicago 
White Sox in 1981 and playing 3 years of 
professional baseball, he has been a Scout, 
Crosschecker and Scouting Director for the 
White Sox, A’s, Yankees, Rockies, Padres, 
Cardinals and Diamondbacks. 

Golden Eagles 1961 State A Champion Boys Basketball 
Team – After a mediocre 8-6 season, the underdog team 
went on a 7 game win streak with superb teamwork to win the 
1961 State A Basketball crown.  Team members were Jerry 
Larson, Jerry Ryan, Roger Smith, John Mertz, Bob Rylance, Tom 
Malchow, Knute Lee, Dennis Schumacher, Jerry Hauck, Bob 
Lehr, Jim Olson and Ron Klingman, assistant student manager 
Bill O’Keefe, coach Lyle “Bud” Belk and student manager 
George Godfrey.

2020 ABERDEEN CHS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES ANNOUNCED
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is pleased to announce the Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame Class of 2020: 

These nine individuals and one team will be inducted into the CHS Hall of Fame during the banquet on Saturday, September 19, 2020, 
in conjunction with CHS Homecoming Week activities.  Tickets for the 2020 CHS Hall of Fame Banquet will go on sale this summer.  

The CHS Hall of Fame is a special project of the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation.  For more information, contact the Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation at (605) 725-7118 or visit the foundation website at https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation.
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IN MEMORY...
In memory of Joan “JoJo” (King) Holtzman, 
CHS Class of ’43 and CHS Hall of Fame 
2008 - She founded JoJo’s Productions, 
publishing original children’s books, tapes and 
songs. Composed and published the award 
winning Symphony for Simple Simon.  She 
passed away March 5, 2019.

In memory of Diana “Dyna Myte” (Bullock) 
Williamson, CHS Class of ’58 and CHS Hall 
of Fame 2008 - She was an accomplished artist 
and a national and international judge of Fine 
Arts. An artist of Fine Art Canvas, she preferred 
to paint in oil.  Her paintings are featured in over 
28 states and 16 countries.  She passed away 
March 17, 2019.

In memory of Bruce Baillie, CHS Class 
of ‘49 and CHS Hall of Fame 2009 - He 
personified the Bay Area experimental cinema 
of the 1960s as an independent filmmaker 
and consummate 16-millimeter craftsman.  He 
founded the Canyon Cinema, one of the world’s 
only cooperative sources for non-commercial 
media art.  He passed away April 10, 2020.

In memory of Jack Niesen, ASD 1965-96 
and CHS Hall of Fame 2013 – He taught 
and coached football, wrestling, and track at 
Aberdeen Central for over thirty years. When 
asked why he stayed with teaching at CHS and 
the elementary schools, he replied, “Where could 
I find more splendid company?”  He passed away 
April 14, 2020

Class of ’74     
E N D O W M E N T

Last November on the 45th gathering of the class of 1974, 
several classmates mentioned the possibility of giving back to 
the Aberdeen Public Schools in the form of a Endowment for 
the children of the district.  With the generosity of many in the 
class, the Endowment as of this date has received gifts in the 
amount of $14,725.00.  During the next few years, we hope to 
continue to substantially grow this amount.  The Class of 1974 
Endowment proceeds will be utilized to address personal 
needs of students such as gloves, socks, coats and other items 
of need as addressed by staff of the district.  Kudos to the 
class for “doing the right thing” for the District and students 
in need.  I encourage my classmates and others to consider 
future gifts to the endowment.  Thank you in advance for your 
consideration.  Gifts can be sent to the Foundation office 
directed to the Class of 74 Endowment.  
With sincere appreciation, Bradley Olson (OLE), Class of ‘74

NATIONAL PTA LIFE 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

In October Rhonda Sommers was presented 
with a National PTA Life Achievement Award, 
the highest award a PTA member can achieve. 
Thank you, Rhonda, for all you have done in 
your years in the PTA, and for all you continue 
to do in support and friendship of the PTA. 
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COVID-19 IMPACTS SCHOOLS
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

Governor Kristi Noem has ordered all 
South Dakota schools to remain closed 
for the duration of this school year.  While 
we continue to be disappointed that we 
cannot be together, we understand and 
support the need to keep everyone safe.  
During this period of closure, we will 
continue to provide instruction through our 
flex learning model.  

Flex Learning days are intended to 
provide access to learning on days 
when there are school cancellations for 
extended periods of time. While these 
days cannot replace the face-to-face time 
students have with their teachers, it can 
provide continuous learning when school 
is not in session.

Teachers will provide access to Flex 
Learning materials through a combination 
of online resources and non-electronic 
materials such as textbooks, workbooks, 
journals, and projects to all students in 
grades K-12. If students do not have access 
to an electronic device or internet, the same 
objectives and academic outcomes will 
be met through non-electronic materials. 
Completed assignments may be placed 
in the homework dropbox located in each 
school’s front foyer from 8:00 am-3:00 
pm Monday through Friday or submitted 
electronically to your child’s teacher. When 
dropping off completed work, ensure your 
child’s name and teacher’s name is clearly 
labeled. If special circumstances arise, 
please contact your child’s teacher directly 
regarding work completion.

ASD Staff have been distributing 
complimentary meals to all students on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  Each 
distribution includes 2 breakfasts and 
2 lunches.  Susan Nash and her food 
service team have done an AMAZING job 
preparing and organizing this wonderful 
service for our families.  Of course, this 
couldn’t be done without the staggering 
number of volunteers who have stepped 

up to help package and distribute these 
meals which has been greatly appreciated.  
Each week we serve over 4,100 students 
over 16,400 meals!  Now that deserves a 
standing ovation!

The Aberdeen School Board met to 
review the COVID-19 State of Emergency 
Response Plan.  As always, our Board 
members wanted to know that the best 
interest of students would continue to 
be met and our staff would be protected 
as much as possible from the current 
situation.  The Board overwhelmingly 
supported paying ALL employees their 
current rate of pay and employee benefits 
throughout the duration of the school 
closures.  

From our Superintendent, Dr. Becky 
Guffin, “I want to leave you with a quote from 
Henry Ford that I found very fitting for our 
current circumstances, ‘Coming together 
is a beginning.  Staying together is a 
process.  Working together is a success.’  I 
want to THANK YOU for everything that 
you are doing to work together to make 
this a success for everyone involved.  We 
know it isn’t easy and we know that 
success is defined very differently right 
now.  The most important lessons we 
can teach right now are compassion and 
empathy.  When this is all over, we won’t 
be remembered by the content we taught; 
rather, we will be remembered by how we 
took care of each other, our students, and 
their families.  Stay safe and be well.”

King Sisters  K I C K I N G  D O W N  T H E  D E C A D E S 

Happy Birthday to the daughters of Dr. Donald and Mabel King!

Janice (King) Jasmer – CHS 1967, Leola.  Elementary teacher, retired after 30 years 
with the Leola School District.  Janice turned 70 in December. 

Clare (King) Hink – CHS 1977, Aberdeen.  Works for Aberdeen Police Department.  
Claire turned 60 in October. 

Candi (King) St. Sauver – CHS 1988, Aberdeen.  Works for Barnett Vision Center.  
Candi turned 50 in January.
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ASD RETIRING STAFF

SHERRI 
ALDINGER, C. C. 
Lee Elementary School 
Grade 2 Teacher. 
I have had the opportunity to 
work with many outstanding 
professionals in my career.  
I began my teaching career 

in Phillip, SD in 1981.  I then worked in the 
Warner and Ipswich school districts before 
finishing my career in Aberdeen, where I 
have worked for the past 31years.  I have 
been fortunate enough to accomplish many 
career goals.  The Aberdeen School District 
has many great teachers that I have had 
the opportunity to work side by side with 
that have helped me grow in my profession.  
My greatest achievement however have 
been my students.  I will truly miss seeing 
children every day and molding their future.  
In my retirement, I intend to spend more time 
with my family, be a regular at the Y in the 
morning and afternoon classes, and do some 
traveling with my husband.  

SHERRI 
CAMPBELL, 
Holgate Middle School 
Special Education 
Teacher
After beginning my career at 
the School for the Visually 
Impaired, I accepted a 

position as a special education instructor 
at Holgate Junior High and I have held this 
position through its many changes for 30 
years. In the 34 years of my career, I have 
educated a wide variety of learners and this 
has brought me joy and contentment, for this, 
I will always be grateful. My coworkers and 
students are, of course, the people I will miss 
more than any of them could ever know. It 
has been a wonderful experience working 
for the Aberdeen School District!  With that 
said, a message on retirement during a time 
like this is quite surreal; it heightens the value 
of family, spending time with aging parents, 
enjoying the company of grandchildren and 
having time for involvement in many hobbies 

and relaxation with my husband are all on my 
“to do” list for next year. A wise person once 
said, “You’ll know when it’s time.” I just knew 
it was time!!

STEVE CARON, 
Central High School 
Math Teacher. 
Upon graduating from 
Northern State College with 
a B.S. degree in Secondary 
Mathematics and Industrial 
Arts and having a dismal 

student teaching experience, I decided 
graduate school was a better opportunity.  
Upon being accepted at Kansas State 
University, I packed up my family in a 
U-Haul and headed to Manhattan Kansas. 
Here I had my first teaching opportunity.  I 
worked as a Graduate Teaching Assistant 
responsible for teaching 3 hours of College 
Algebra Recitation in addition to taking 
9 hours of graduate work in pursuit of a 
Master’s Degree in Pure Mathematics. 
Let’s say after a year, I was exhausted and 
needed something less stressful.  A move 
back to South Dakota brought my family 
to Edgemont, a small railroad town west 
of Hot Springs, 6 miles from the Wyoming 
border.  We were there less than 3 hours, 
when a terrible thunderstorm blew through.  
The softball size hailstones shredded the 
Ryder Truck and smashed the back window 
of my parents’ car.  This was an ominous 
start.  After a fulfilling year, we moved 
back to Aberdeen which presented more 
opportunities for my family.  I actually took 
a pay cut to come to Aberdeen Central, but 
have been here for 37 years.  I have taught 
for the Aberdeen School for 36 years, with 
a year sabbatical to complete my Master’s 
Degree in Mathematics from the University 
of Wyoming.  In retirement, I hopefully can 
spend more time competing in Cowboy Fast 
Draw, Single Action Shooting Society events, 
and doing woodworking.  Golf and spoiling 
the grandkids are also at the top of the list.

MARCY FRITZ, 
Central High School/
ATEC Health Teacher. 
My teaching career was 
relatively brief, but very 
rewarding. I had been a 
Registered Nurse for more 
than 30 years when I took a 

giant leap and entered the world of education. 
Nine years ago, I began teaching Health 
Science Careers, which is a CTE class. I 
started on shaky legs and learned right along 
with my students. We went on many field trips 
to tour various health care facilities, learned 
healthcare skills, and became involved in 
volunteer work. I believe that I built up the 
Health Careers Program into what it is today, 
but the thing that makes me the most proud 
are the many, many former students of mine 
who have gone on to become successful 
health care professionals. After I retire, I 
would like to become a classic rock concert 
groupie.

SUE GAPP, 
Simmons Middle 
School PE/Health.  
Ever since I was in second 
grade, I wanted to become 
an art or physical education 
teacher. I contribute the 
desire to become a teacher 

to the outstanding teachers in the Aberdeen 
Public Schools growing up.  I had wonderful 
teachers.  I grew up playing sports on the 
Henry Neill playground.  I feel like this led me 
to want to be involved in sports for years to 
come.  I have taught and coached for forty-
three years.  During those years, I taught in 
the K-12 system and at the university level.  
I have so many fond memories of students.   
My coaching experience has included middle 
school and high school volleyball, basketball, 
gymnastics, and track.  I have coached 
volleyball and softball at the collegiate 
level.  I could not even begin to tell you all 
of the memorable moments I have had 
coaching and most of the time it was from 
the conversations on bus rides.  In addition to 

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” - Benjamin Franklin
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation recognizes this year’s retiring teachers and staff that were honored by the Aberdeen School 
District.  These staff members have a combined total of 502 years of service to the Aberdeen School District.    Thank you for your 
dedication and service to our students!  
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teaching and coaching, I have also been an 
advisor for Sensations, Peer Helpers, Student 
Senate, Fuel Up to Play 60, and Youth 
Power.  Anyone who has been an advisor to 
groups of students know how rewarding it 
is to see them become leaders among their 
classmates.  Aberdeen Publics schools have 
had outstanding student leaders over the 
years.  Looking back, I hope I have provided 
positive and fun experiences for the students 
I have taught.  I feel like I am the lucky one to 
have had the opportunity to do what I love for 
all of these years.  I plan to play a lot of golf 
and do more traveling.  My brother Bret, which 
so many of you know, lives in Minnesota.  I 
have warned him I will be visiting often.  I also 
have a great nephew and great niece that 
need spoiling.  I want to thank the past and 
present administration and School Board 
for giving me the opportunity to do what I 
love for all of these years.  I want to thank 
all of the principals, teachers, and other staff 
members at Simmons Middle School.  See 
you around the schoolhouse.

WAYNE HANSEN, 
Central High School 
Radio/TV Production 
Teacher. 
After nine years in the 
Television industry, my 
teaching career began at 
the Hub Area Multi District 

during the 1993-94 school year, which 
started with one-year long block class. It’s 
now been 27 years of teaching. The program 
now includes Digital Filmmaking, Broadcast 
Journalism and Intro to Videography and 
Editing. We have gone from two vhs video 
editing stations, to a 20 seat Mac Lab 
with professional editing software on each 
computer. During this time, I worked with 
students to produce content for Cable 7 TV. 
We went from single camera production to 
multi camera production with Daktronics 
systems at Eagle Arena and Swisher Field.  
Students have been given the opportunity 
to do Play-by-Play, run cameras, do instant 
replay, technical directing, graphics, directing 
and more. Together we have produced 
hundreds of ball games, news programs, 
short films, and much more.  Students have 
had the opportunity to be on crews for 
SDPB’s state tournament broadcasts.  I have 
enjoyed sharing my knowledge of television 
production with hundreds of students over 
the years, many who have gone on to work 
in the TV and Radio industry both locally and 
nationally.  I plan to continue working in the 
video production arena through my business.

DEBBIE HEPPER, 
May Overby Elementary 
School Grade 3 Teacher. 
First, I can’t believe I am 
sitting here writing my 
‘retirement’ story.  It seems 
like I just started this journey!  
The decision to retire was 

the easily the hardest decision I have ever 
made. I am going to miss all the things that 
I have come to love, the students, the staff, 
the activities, and the “organized chaos” that 
school is.   I am so looking forward to all my 
new adventures and challenges.  I have a list, 
and I am looking forward to crossing things 
off it!  Bring it on!  30 years ago, I was hired as 
a Title I teacher in Redfield.  I did four years 
of that and then moved into a Third-Grade 
position for 6 years.  I then was hired at May 
Overby as a KG teacher and did that for 
two years, then followed a class up through 
grades 1-3 and then stayed in that position 
for the next 16 years.  I loved watching the 
kids grow and change throughout that year.  
The growth is amazing! What a privilege to 
get to see that! I must thank the Aberdeen 
School District for enabling me to fulfill this 
childhood dream of being a teacher.  I feel 
blessed!

ROXANNE HINZE, 
Holgate Middle School 
Art Teacher. 
Over the past 34 years, I have 
been extremely blessed to do 
what I love! I’ve had the great 
privilege of teaching Art at 
Holgate Junior High/Middle 

School for my entire career! Throughout 
the years, I’ve enjoyed watching students 
grow and succeed into their adult life.  Many 
former students have mentioned that they 
still have artwork they made in my class, 
which warms my heart!  I am looking forward 
to having more time to pursue my love of art 
during my retirement. Along with so many 
other possibilities, it will definitely be a new 
adventure!  It has truly been a pleasure 
working with so many amazing people in 
the Aberdeen School District throughout the 
years! I will always treasure my friendships 
and professional relationships. Thank you 
for the opportunity to be a part of something 
wonderful!  “The meaning of life is to find 
your gift. The purpose of life is to give it 
away.” ~ Pablo Picasso 

BECKY HUNTER, 
District School Nurse. 
I recently overheard two 
students talking in the hall 
outside my office.  One girl 
said to the other, “She’s the 
nurse. She takes care of 
people. She doesn’t really 

work!”  There is a lot of truth in that statement 
because when you love what you do it doesn’t 
seem like work at all! Over my 32 years the 
nursing staff has increased from three to 
seven, and my office has moved 7 times.  I 
saw changes in immunization requirements, 
provided Tb skin tests and flu shots, dealt 
with a mumps outbreak, and coordinated 
the addition of AEDs and EpiPens in all our 
buildings.  I’ve been blessed to work with 
talented and caring staff members at Mike 
Miller Elementary and throughout the district 
and will miss the daily interactions with them, 
the students and the parents.  I am looking 
forward to more time with family, especially 
time to spoil my nine grandchildren.  Life is 
good and I am looking forward to enjoying it!

DEMARIE 
JAMES, Lincoln 
Elementary School Title 
I Teacher. 
I began my education in 
Elementary Education with a 
Reading minor, at Northern in 
1992. Being an overachiever 

I set a goal for 10 years, but graduated in 
8! Trivia: I obtained my BS the year between 
the CHS graduation of my two home-grown 
children. My career began at Henry Neill as 
a Reading Tutor and due to school closure, 
I was a Reading Tutor at May Overby for a 
year. What a privilege to work with the great 
staff and to teach many wonderful students 
at Lincoln Elementary for the past 17 years. I 
look forward to spending more time with my 
grandson. However, I am not looking forward 
to cooking and cleaning in these coming 
years until my husband retires!

LISA LINK, 
Simmons Middle School 
Language Arts Teacher. 
As a former student at Henry 
Neill Elementary, Simmons 
Elementary, Simmons Jr. 
High, and a graduate of 
Aberdeen Central High 

School, I am grateful to say I have come full 
circle within the Aberdeen Public Schools.  
My educational experiences here in the 
Aberdeen Schools ignited a deep passion 
for learning. Teachers, staff, principals, and 
coaches not only cared about my learning, 
but also cared about me. As a result, I 
developed a passion for teaching and 
coaching.  I knew all students should feel 
this way. For thirty-eight years (my first five in 
Groton and the last thirty-three at Simmons 
Middle School and Central High School), I 
have been given the opportunity to teach and 
learn right along with my students/athletes. 
Throughout my experiences, my goals 
have always included providing students a 
classroom that promoted responsibility and 

ASD RETIRING STAFF CONTINUED...
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respectfulness while developing a passion to 
learn.  I will miss the comradery with effective 
teachers, staff, principals and coaches in this 
district.  I will also miss witnessing students 
who make educational and personal gains. 
In retirement, my husband Marty and I will 
enjoy more family time with our oldest son 
Justin, his wife Ricki, and our grandchildren 
Mason, Rylee and Nora who live in Aberdeen 
as well as our youngest son Jamie and his 
wife Rebecca who reside in Sioux Falls.  I 
leave with special memories and pride in the 
Aberdeen Public Schools.  

EVELYN 
MCQUILLEN, 
Central High School 
Math Teacher. 
I began teaching in the 
Aberdeen Public School 
system in 2003 when my 
husband retired from Shell Oil 

Company, and we decided to live in Aberdeen 
to be with family.  I previously taught all levels 
of mathematics in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and then became a stay-at-home mom for 17 
years before resuming my teaching career 
in The Woodlands, Texas.  Since coming to 
Aberdeen, I have enjoyed the privilege of 
teaching Algebra 2, Mathematical Models, 
and Honors Precalculus to many incredible 
students, many of whom I maintain contact 
with.  It has been the students of Central 
High School that have kept me passionate 
about mathematics and how children learn.  I 
owe them a world of thanks for the precious 
memories and daily reminders of why I 
became a teacher.  I shall miss them greatly. 

MARY PENCE,  
O. M. Tiffany 
Elementary School 
Title I Teacher. 
After graduating from Black 
Hills State University in 
1986, I began my teaching 
career working for BHSSC 

as a Special Education teacher.  I continued 
as a Special Education teacher working with 
middle and high school students in different 
schools.  In 2000, I began teaching special 
education in the Aberdeen Public Schools 
at Henry Neill during its final year then onto 
O.M. Tiffany Elementary for the past nineteen 
years where I have taught special education, 
1st grade, and Title 1 reading.  Teaching 
has been a very rewarding experience for 
me.  There is nothing more rewarding as 
watching the excitement of a child as they 
learn.  I have been very fortunate to work with 
many wonderful students, parents, teachers, 
and administrators throughout my teaching 
career. I will certainly miss teaching, but I am 
excited to have more time to travel and enjoy 
my family and hobbies.

BOB PITZ, 
Operations Director &  

BRENDA 
(HOPFINGER) 
PITZ, Lincoln 
Elementary School 
Preschool EA. 
We have had many 
transitions in our married life 
of 42 years. We have raised 
two wonderful adult children 
and love what they have done 
with their careers and family. 
We have basically moved 
approximately 15 times to 
different parts of the United 

States. One of our greatest transitions and 
most rewarding was our move back to our 
hometown of Aberdeen South Dakota. We 
have both worked for the Aberdeen School 
District for 10+ years and have thoroughly 
enjoyed our time with the Aberdeen School 
District. We are looking forward to our 
retirement and moving to Sioux Falls to 
be closer to our three grandchildren! We 
look forward to wintering down south and 
spending time traveling. We will miss our 
Aberdeen School District coworkers but 
most of all the kids, the giggles, the hugs, 
and the laughs that the children have 
created for us! We will cherish our memories 
with the Aberdeen School District! Thank 
you to The School Board and the Aberdeen 
Administration for the opportunity of working 
for the Aberdeen School District. 

LAURA 
SCHUMACHER, 
Holgate Middle School 
Social Studies Teacher. 
My teaching career began 
at Roncalli as a 5th grade 
teacher. I resigned to take 

a position teaching Gifted Education in 
the Aberdeen Public Schools.  I was in 
charge of providing Gifted Education at four 
elementary schools, one of which was Bath. 
Rose Des Camps and I traveled near and far 
with elementary Odyssey of the Mind and 
Future Problem Solving teams.  Our greatest 
achievement was starting the Challenge 
Center, pooling together grade level identified 
gifted students from all seven elementary 
schools.  Next, I journeyed to Howard-
Hedger to fill a 6th grade classroom position. 
When Howard-Hedger closed and Holgate 
became a middle school, I transitioned with 
the students to Holgate. I taught sixth grade 
Language Arts and Social Studies. I would like 
to continue to work part time with kids perhaps 
as an educational aide. I have enjoyed my 
years in the Aberdeen Public Schools. I was 
fortunate to have worked side-by-side with 
many exceptional professionals and hundreds 
of eager to learn students.

DEB STEELE, 
Lincoln Elementary 
School Enrich EA.  
I have worked in the Aberdeen 
School System for 32 years. I 
have only worked in the Life 
Skills or Enrich classrooms, 
where our students are the 

younger students starting at 5 or 6 years 
old. I have seen many changes since I have 
started. I believe I have worked with 11 
different teachers! I have learned so much 
from the teachers and the students. It’s fun 
to see former students, what they are doing 
and where they are working. I have been so 
blessed; the students have touched my life in 
so many ways. I will miss the staff at Lincoln 
and the students. What a wonderful place to 
work. My plans are to enjoy the grandkids 
and watch all their hockey games!!! Thank 
you Aberdeen School District for a great 32 
years. God Bless.

SANDY ULLRICH, 
District Title I Math 
Coach. 
I began my career in the 
Aberdeen School District 
in the fall of 2000 after 
21 years in rural schools.  I 
taught 5th, 2nd, and 3rd at 

Lincoln Elementary and 2nd at Simmons 
Elementary.  In 2009 I moved to O.M. Tiffany 
as Title Math/Math Coach.  I kept that 
title but moved to Mike Miller Elementary 
in 2017.  I have had a wonderful teaching 
career.  When I moved into the Aberdeen 
School District and was moved all around, I 
realized that it didn’t matter where or what 
I was teaching, as long as I was teaching.  
My position in math allowed me to work with 
students, teachers, and parents.  This was 
the best of all worlds!  I appreciate all of the 
wonderful people I have worked with during 
my career.  I hope to still do some mentoring 
during retirement but also travel to enjoy my 
family.

The following individuals declined to be 
featured in the newsletter.  We sincerely 
thank them for their dedication and service 
to our students, and wish them all the best!

BARRY HEHN, Central High 
School Counselor.
Mr. Hehn has been with the Aberdeen 
School District for 35 years.

MARLENE LORENZ, Simmons 
Elementary School Grade 2 Teacher. 
Mrs. Lorenz has been with the Aberdeen 
School District for 17 years.

ASD RETIRING STAFF CONTINUED...
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Make plans 
to attend your 
class reunion.

We can help.

  

800-645-3851

VisitAberdeenSD.com

www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 
Facebook & Twittter @dacotahprairie 

Celebrating 50 years as Brown County’s History Museum! 

Hours: Tue-Fri: 9am-5pm & Sat.-Sun: 1-4pm 

21 S Main St 
Downtown Aberdeen 

605.626.7117  

Class of 1960 - September 18-20, 2020 (CHS 
Homecoming and Hall of Fame)
Contact Contact Sherry (Gertsen) Covington Secov@aol.com 
or Larry Fischer ljf@nvc.net or 605-380-0373

Class of 1965 - October 9-10, 2020 – CANCELED due to 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. Keep safe everyone!

Class of 1970 – Reunion postponed until September 
24-25, 2021
Contact Craig Herther pickanh2@yahoo.com 563-590-0420 
or Mark Schaunaman mschaunaman@makeitmcb.com

Class of 1971 – September 24-25, 2021 50th Reunion
Contact Betty (Lacher) Ochsner (jochsner@abe.midco.net) or 
Sandy Weins-Kersten (sandywk.52@gmail.com).

Class of 1980 – Reunion postponed to June 25-26, 
2021
Contact aberdeencentral1980@gmail.com or visit facebook 
Aberdeen CHS Class of ‘80

Class of 2000 – Reunion postponed until August 21, 
2021  Pavilion (at Wylie) reserved and hotel room blocks at the 
AmericInn Lodge & Suites, and the Holiday Inn Express and 
Suites. Contact Kari (Noer) Hedlund kehedlund@gmail.com 

Class of 2010 – Reunion postponed until June 12, 2021
6:00 pm at the City Lights Bar & Event Center $5 per person, 
live band, cash bar will be available, and hors d’oeuvres will be 
provided. Visit Aberdeen Central Class of 2010 on facebook.

CHS CLASS REUNION UPDATES
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Student Success     NOVEMBER 2019 THROUGH APRIL 2020

Aberdeen American News Scholastic Stars Gold Team
Rachel Beare, Colton Hansen, Yufeng Peng, Travis Sharp, Yonathan Taye, Abraham Wieland, Mariah 
William
Aberdeen American News Scholastic Stars Silver Team
Jennifer Appl, Jenna Brownson, Luke Jacobs, Logan Jensen, Nicole Kopetsky, Lauren Rhodes, Abigail 
Walberg 
2020 All State Jazz Band
Judah Bobby - piano, 
Eli Beyers – trumpet
Donavon Guhin – trumpet
Josh Hellwig - drum set (combo)
Masyn Schutter - baritone sax
Jessemy Sharp – trumpet
2020 Eastern South Dakota Conference Award of Merit - Mike Flakus & Dawn Seiler
Meritorious Service Award recognizes life-time contributions to the ESD Conference.  These two have a 
combined forty-four years of coaching in the ESD Conference! (and still counting!)
Previous winners of the award from Aberdeen Central were Terry Small (2004), John Huth (2009), Jeff 
Sahli (2012), Mark Murphy (2014), Burt Elliott (2015), and Lisa Link (2015).  
2020 All-ESD Wrestling Team – Brenden Salfrank
2020 All-ESD Boys Basketball 1st Team - Andrew Bergan, Reece Burckhard
2020 All-ESD Girls Basketball Team - Abby Kopecky – 1st Team, Brooklyn Kusler - Honorable 
Mention
Lincoln End of Horn was selected to attend the American Indian Science and Engineering Society 
National Leadership Summit
Aberdeen Central High School National Honor Society received the Aberdeen Area Chamber 
of Commerce STAR Award
Joe & Breanne Kraft (Breanne teaches Kindergarten at C.C. Lee) received the Aberdeen Area 
Chamber of Commerce Military Family of the Year
Aaron Schultz, School Board member, received the Aberdeen Area Chamber of Commerce George 
Award
Jeanette Drapeaux, C.C. Lee 3rd grade teacher, received the VFW South Dakota Elementary Teacher 
of the Year.
State Speech and Debate Tournament – record-breaking performance with all Individual Events 
competitors placing, all debaters making at least quarterfinals, and had a competitor in finals of Public 
Forum, Policy, and Lincoln Douglas Debate.  The team won the Sweepstakes for the 4th consecutive 
year and making it 8 out of 9 years. They earned the highest sweepstakes total for state. 
Policy Debate: Miles Pastian & Olivia Johnson 2nd place, Drew Comstock & Grant Aberle Semifinalists 
Public Forum Debate: Lauren Rhodes & Kara Vetch STATE CHAMPIONS, Drake Van Steenwyk & 
Dante Casanova Quarter-finalists 
Lincoln Douglas Debate: Rachel Beare 2nd Place, Mariah William Quarter-finalist 
Oratory: Mariah William STATE CHAMPION, Jordan Philips- 4th place 
Foreign Extemp: Miles Pastian 2nd Place, Drake Van Steenwyk 4th Place
Domestic Extemp: Lauren Rhodes 4th Place, Kara Vetch 6th Place 
*Photo courtesy of South Dakota Public Broadcasting
Special Request and Eagle Express Show choirs at Rhythm in Red competition in Vermillion:
Special Request earned 1st place in the Unisex Division and placed 3rd in Finals.  
Eagle Express earned 1st place in the Open Division and Grand Champions in Finals.  
Other awards included Best Band, Best Vocals and Best Soloist, Tatum Waldrop.  
Aberdeen Central Speech, Debate, and Interp teams produced a RECORD number of national 
qualifiers - 21!! 
Policy Debate - Miles Pastian & Olivia Johnson, Drew Comstock & Grant Aberle 
Lincoln Douglas - Rachel Beare 
Public Forum - Kara Vetch & Lauren Rhodes, Dante Casanova & Drake Van Steenwyk 
Original Oratory - Mariah William, Jordan Phillips 
Domestic Extemp - Madyson Fleckenstein 
International Extemp - Devin Weber 
Dramatic Interp - Jonah Kost 
Humorous - Halina Johnson 
Informative - Maggie Adams 
Duo Interp - Michael Garofalo & Elizabeth Russell 
Student Congress - Sidney Hansen, Fiala Herceg, Dustin Hermansen - the 3rd freshman EVER to 
qualify in student congress from Aberdeen Central. 
2020 State Wrestling Tournament:
Brendon Salfrank – State Champion - 113 Pounds, Season Record – 43-0; Two-Time State Wrestling 
Champion! 
Dillion Stoebner – 5th Place - 195 Pounds
Garrett Mitzel – 8th Place - 160 Pounds
State Qualifying Golden Eagles Wrestlers:
Jacob Bellefuelle – 106
Brenden Salfrank – 113
Brock Martin – 126
Braydon Steuck – 145
Sam Calvert – 152
Garrett  Mitzel – 160
Dillion Stoebner – 195
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Student Success     NOVEMBER 2019 THROUGH APRIL 2020

Aberdeen Central Vocal Jazz and Show Choir students at the Spirit Lake, IA “Shake the Lakes” 
competition:
4A Vocal Jazz Division: Vocal Nation - 3rd place and Vox 20 - 2nd place
Special Request - 1st place Unisex Show Choir division
Eagle Express - 2nd place 4A Show Choir Division; Finals 2nd Runner up
SDHSAA State One-Acts Class AA - Clue the Musical SUPERIOR PLAY AWARD
Superior Individual acting awards: Hannah Gasperich, Abe Wieland, Rawley Moore, Christine Crouch, 
Sadie Raap, and Lincoln End of Horn.
Superior Ensemble Award: Boddy Manor Staff-Alex Snell, Emelie Gast, Cain Ingram, Meara Sharisky, 
Sam Pharris, and Hope Patton.
Aberdeen Central’s varsity jazz band, Jazz Central, invited to play for the Bandmasters convention in 
Brookings
2020 All-State Band
Abe Wieland – 2nd chair horn, 4th year ASB
Travis Sharp – 5th chair tuba, 3rd year ASB
Donavon Guhin – 6th trumpet
Jessemy Sharp – 13th trumpet
Eli Fischer – 4th tenor saxophone
Hannah Gasperich – 3rd oboe
Masyn Schutter – 1st baritone saxophone
2020 Middle School All-State Band
Holgate: 
Kate Hartung – clarinet
Axton Johnson – trumpet
Lindsey Kendall – horn
Carter VanSteenwyk – trumpet
Cadence Weischedel – trumpet
Simmons:
Carla Garcia – clarinet
Isaiah Sharp – trombone
NSU Jazz Festival 
Outstanding Drumset of Festival - Josh Hellwig
Outstanding Lead Trumpet of Festival - Donavon Guhin
Outstanding Jazz Soloist of Festival - Sam Schauer
Outstanding Brass Section of Festival - CHS Jazz Central
Musicians earning Superior Jazz Solo Awards: Eli Beyers, Donovan Guhin, Sam Schauer and Travis 
Sharp
2020 Middle School All-State Jazz Band
Holgate:
Axton Johnson - trumpet
Jackson Rott - guitar 
Henry Aberle  - bass
Simmons:
Isaiah Sharp - trombone
Katrina Holzkamm - trombone
Sioux Falls Washington Best of Show Competition:
Simmons Singers - Best Choreography, People’s Choice and 2nd place finish.  
Holgate Harmony - Best of Show and 1st place.  
Special Request - 2nd place in the Unisex division and qualified for finals and earning 3rd Runner Up.  
Eagle Express - 1st place in the Open Division along with Best Band and Best female soloist, Tatum 
Waldrop.  In the Finals, Eagle Express won Grand Champion and Best Vocals!
Gretna, NE Show Choir Competition
Special Request - 2nd place in the Unisex Division
Eagle Express received 2nd place in the AA division and 2nd the Finals.  They also received the BEST 
Band award and Best Dad Crew!
CHS Interp Students earning a Superior Rating at the SDHSAA State Oral Interp Festival:  
Halina Johnson, Hope Patton, and Christine Crouch 
2019 All-ESD Volleyball Team:
Brooklyn Kusler – 1st Team
Hannah Keil – Honorable Mention
2019 All-ESD Football Team:
Connor Bockorny – Offensive Lineman
Avery Bad Moccasin – Defensive Back
Reece Burckhard – Defensive Lineman
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The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation announced the fifth 
annual Golden Apple Awards on January 2, 2020, recognizing 
individuals that are dedicated, inspiring, and making a difference 
in the Aberdeen School District.  This year’s honorees are Sara 
Weischedel, Peggy Letcher and Duane Alm.  Each received $500 
and an engraved golden apple.

Sara Weischedel, Holgate Middle School Band Director, was 
noted as someone who was kind, patient, helpful, hard working, 
and makes every effort to make class as enjoyable as possible.  
The students say that no matter what it is you need help with; 
Weischedel will help you with it, and will go out of her way to make 
it easy.  One nominator remarked, “I don’t know how but Mrs. 
Weischedel always ends up making class my all-time favorite class 
of the day.  I am never bored in class because of how enjoyable 
she makes it.  This is an honorable award, so an honorable person 
should get it.”

Another student stated, “After many years of teaching, teachers 
would usually get very tired and annoyed with kids but not Mrs. 
Weischedel.  She is kind, helpful, and teaches very well.”

Weischedel states, “Each day I strive to develop a tradition of 
excellence in a positive, family-like atmosphere where students 
learn the value of hard work, perseverance, and responsibility.  
Body movement is used to teach and reinforce rhythm.  Interactive 
student-to-student conversations allow peer teaching and 
modeling.  Our program has become one that pre-service teachers 
seek out to observe.  I have hosted numerous junior field students 
and student teachers to the benefit of our students so they may 
experience the knowledge of others.  As our world becomes 
increasingly disconnected on a personal level, music gives students 
a way to connect internally and with those around them.  I hope 
my passion for music is evident in every class as a way to inspire 
life-long music making.  The music department in the Aberdeen 
School District couldn’t be what it is without the support of the 
administration, staff, and some really awesome students.”  

Peggy Letcher, Central High School Educational Assistant, 
spends her entire day with students who struggle with course 
content and with life in general.  These students require high 
energy and patience, which she handles every day with a smile.  
Letcher fills many roles while in the classroom which include 
note taking, gathering materials, redirecting attention, reteaching 
concepts, working with individuals and groups of students to 
correct misconceptions and fix errors.  In addition, she often 
escorts students to the nurse, office, lockers, or the bathroom.  She 
just smiles and says, “It’s all part of my job.”  All the things that this 
person does above and beyond that are not just part of the job, but 
a part of who she is, are what really make her special.  

Letcher makes connections with students when teachers are too 
busy to notice.  Some of the most difficult students in the building 
will seek her out during the day because they know that she will 
take care of them no matter what is going on.  Students know 
that she will use her resources to get them what they need or 
get them to the person who can help, whether it is an educational 
need or a personal life issue.  The staff feel that they work Letcher 
to exhaustion by asking her to take on numerous duties, but she 
NEVER complains and takes every responsibility with passion and 
a smile.  

One nominator remarked, “Many times I have been frustrated with 
a student and his/her classroom behaviors and Peggy will whisper 
to me or share information after class that the student has shared 
with her.”  One of her supervisors stated, “Our students, parents, 
and staff all benefit from her efforts and it is our privilege to work 
with her.  Peggy should be nominated for sainthood, but the Golden 
Apple award will have to suffice for now.”  

Duane Alm, Aberdeen School District school board member 
started his educational career as a middle school teacher as well 
as coaching baseball and basketball.  His career continued as an 
elementary teacher, summer school teacher, and a teacher of adult 
basic education in the evenings.  Alm’s career continued for 28 
years in an administrative role as a principal at Simmons, CC Lee, 
and Howard Hedger Elementary Schools.  

Upon retirement, Alm became a supervisor for student teacher 
candidates at Northern State University and was a North Central 
Accreditation Association consultant for school improvement.

In 2002, Alm was elected as a board member for the Aberdeen 
School District. While still serving today, he has a total of 19 years 
on the school board. His involvement on the school board did not 
stop at the local level; he was a member of the Associated School 
Board of South Dakota (ASBSD) for 15 years, where he was an 
officer for 5 years and the president for 2 years. During his time 
as president, he won the South Dakota School Board Member of 
the Year. 

Alm’s involvement on the school board extends to the national level 
as well. He served on two committees for the National School Board 
Association (NSBA), where he aided in nominating and policy and 
resolution in Washington, D.C. as well as the Disney leadership 
training. While on the NSBA, Governor Rounds appointed him to 
the Teacher Standards Task Force to construct new instructional 
models to be used in schools. 

When asked what one of his most important contributions to 
the school board has been, Alm noted his consistent efforts to 
dialogue with local legislators and others on issues important to 
our board, such as funding and local governance issues. His most 
recent accomplishments include the C.C. Lee gym addition being 
named after him in 2013.

An educational champion, Alm has shown consistent, ongoing 
effort throughout his 56 consecutive years (and counting!) with the 
Aberdeen School District. His contributions at the local, community, 
state, and national level have proven his love for education and 
his dedication to this District.  He is an inspiring teacher, coach, 
principal, board member, and advocate for education.  Alm’s 
commitment to education and to Aberdeen School District goes 
above and beyond even the highest of expectations. 

Pictured 
left to right 
– Duane 
Alm, Peggy 
Letcher, 
Sara 
Weischedel 

ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION PRESENTS  
GOLDEN APPLE AWARDS
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We are so thankful for all of the support and participation we 
have had thus far in #ASDGoldenHour with over 1,200 hours of 
service to our community!  While we are glad that many groups 
are creating new opportunities for service, we still encourage you 
to use the hashtag #ASDGoldenHour any time you are serving 
our community through your organizations to continue spreading 
the word of all the great things our school district does for our 
community!
A FEW UPDATES:
Boys soccer

The boys soccer team helped out at special Olympics bowling 
when it was held in Aberdeen.  
Orchestra

The orchestra performed for the School for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired.  Following their performance they had a “Show and Tell” 
with the students. 
Other events

A number of students from National Honor Society, FBLA, 
Debate, and a number of other groups helped the family of Matt 
Weidner as they prepared their yard and house for winter and the 
holidays during this difficult time.  Thank you to everyone who 
reached out and provided support.

Simmons Middle School had their Pennies for Turkeys assembly 
before students left for Thanksgiving break. Mr. Hildebrandt’s 
homeroom got to tape Coach Edwards to the wall for raising the 
most money! Thanks to everyone who donated! SMS raised over 
$1,200 which was used to purchase gift certificates good for one 
turkey and one pie. Local churches and organizations came to 
school to pick up “boxes of plenty” filled with the rest of the items 
to make a Thanksgiving feast. Way to go SMS!!

As always if you have any pictures or events that you and 
your organizations participate in please feel free to share them 
to Mr. Hansen at kent.hansen@k12.sd.us, the National Honor 
Society Instagram account @ac_nhs, and use the hashtag 
#ASDGoldenHour. Thank you for your continued support and Go 
Eagles!

The Aberdeen Central National Honor Society was the recipient 
of the 2020 STAR Award (Students Taking Active Responsibility) 
from the Aberdeen Area Chamber of Commerce.  The Award is 
presented to a Youth Organization for their dedicated efforts in the 
community.  Abe Wieland, Mariah William and advisor Kent Hansen 
accepted the award at the Community Champions Luncheon on 
February 11, 2020.

The Rising Scholars Program is funded 
in part by the Class of ’49 Rising Scholars 
Endowment.  Rising Scholars Book Grants 
support CHS students taking dual credit 
classes at SD colleges and tech schools 
or online learning classes.  Juniors and 
seniors enrolling in these classes can 
apply for book reimbursement grants 
(up to $50/class).  Rising Scholars 
Book grants were awarded to 123 CHS 
students taking 189 college and dual 
credit classes in 2019-20.  

Rising Scholars funds also help defray 
the cost of college level Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams upon completion 
of year-long CHS AP courses for students 
qualifying for free/reduced meals.  CHS 
students earn college credit by scoring 
well on the AP exams.

In the last 5 years, over $35,000 in 
Rising Scholars grants have been awarded 
to more than 530 CHS students to help 

them take advantage of college credit 
opportunities.
History of the Class of ’49 Rising 
Scholars Endowment

The Endowment started in 2006-07 
with two $2,500 donations by Jelane 
McGrew in memory of her husband Ron, 
in addition to donations by numerous 
other classmates and friends.  The HKG 
Challenge grant provided $3,342 in 
funding in 2009, sending the fund over the 
$10,000 mark, so it could start disbursing 
grants to students.  The fund continues to 
grow through donations from ‘49ers and 
others. The balance as of 12/31/19 is 
$32,004.

The APS Foundation also supports 
vision and value of the Rising Scholars 
Program from our general fund.   Grant 
money awarded to students each year 
comes from both the Foundation and 
Endowment.

CHS GOLDEN HOUR UPDATE

Rising Scholars Program ABERDEEN CENTRAL 
FFA MEMBERS EARN 

FFA JACKETS
Six Aberdeen Central FFA members 
received FFA Jackets of their own 
through the Blue Jackets Bright 
Futures FFA Jacket Program, a special 
project of the SD FFA Foundation.  The 
iconic blue corduroy FFA jacket is the 
part of “official dress” worn by FFA 
members nationwide.
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Congratulations to CHS student, Braydon 

Jones, who was awarded a Science 

Research Endowment Grant to purchase 

equipment for research involved in his 

science fair project, “The Impact of Solar 

Tracking, Cooling Systems, and Mirrors on 

Solar Panels”

The Science Research Endowment was 

established in 2009 through initial donations 

by Dr. Denise (‘70) and Mr. Jon Beusen, 

Ms. Joyce Gebhardt (former O.M. Tiffany 

educator), the Class of ‘53, Sanford Health, 

and the Dr. Edward D’Sousa memorial fund.  

Earnings from the Endowment are used 

to provide grants to students of Aberdeen 

Central High School to support training of 

CHS students in scientific research.

Distinguished Aberdeen Central 
alumnus, Cathy Britton ’70, has been 
honored by the National Federation 
of State High School Associations 
(NFHS) by being selected to receive 
the Outstanding Music Educator 
Award National Citation. 

Britton was selected as the State 
winner of the NFHS Outstanding 
Music Educator Award in 2010, and 
the Section 5 winner in 2017.  She 
has remained in consideration for 

the National Citation since 2017, and has been selected as the 
2020 winner of the National Award by the NFHS Music Advisory 
Committee. 

Britton is currently retired, but spent 38 years as a vocal director. 
She taught for 23 years at Washington High School and O’Gorman 
High School in Sioux Falls. She continues to be active as an 
adjudicator, clinician, and director for musicals.  She was inducted 
into the Aberdeen Central Hall of Fame in 2012.

CHS ALUMNUS SELECTED FOR  
OUTSTANDING MUSIC EDUCATOR  
AWARD NATIONAL CITATION

SCIENCE RESEARCH 
ENDOWMENT GRANT 
AWARDED

DEAR FEATHERS...

Ryan and Brad Holdhusen, sons of Dan and 
Joannie Holdhusen, asked friends and family 
to help celebrate their parent’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on February 14, 2020 in a unique way. 
 
For those who wished to honor Dan and Joannie’s 

50+ years of love and 50 years of marriage, Brad and Ryan set up a fundraiser that 
directly benefited the Don and Rosemary Reshetar Memorial Endowment within the 
Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation.  The Reshetar endowment awards a scholarship 
to an Aberdeen Central High School student each year who shows excellence in 
athletics, character, teamwork and leadership.  Coach Reshetar was a very influential 
figure in Dan’s high school athletic career and was a role model in character 
and life. Dan and Joannie both graduated from Aberdeen Central (Class of ‘68). 
 
“We love our parents and wanted to make it easy for those that also love our parents to 
honor them on this milestone in life,” said Ryan.  “Thank you for helping make our parents 
feel special and helping us raise some funds for a charity that is important to both of them.” 
 
A total of $1,015 was donated to the Don and Rosemary Reshetar Endowment in 
honor of Dan and Joannie’s 50th Anniversary!  Thank you, and Happy Anniversary, 
Dan & Joannie!

HAPPY 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY!

How long has Aberdeen Central High School had A Capella 

Choir?

Sincerely, 

Warbling in Warner

Dear Tweety,

Aberdeen Central High School founded South Dakota’s 

very first high school A Capella choir in 1930 according to 

the book 10 Years Progress in Aberdeen Public Schools 

published by the Aberdeen Board of Education in 1939.

Go Eagles! 

Feathers

FIRST HIGH SCHOOL  
A’ CAPELLA CHOIR IN 

SOUTH DAKOTA - 1930
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By Elisa Sand, Aberdeen American News (used by 
permission)

Photo caption: Rachel Beare and Mariah William go through 
items found in care boxes created by Future Business Leaders 
of America students at Central High School as part of a program 
called Boxes of Sunshine. American News photo by Elisa Sand

Children who wind up as patients at Sanford Aberdeen might find 
themselves with an uplifting care package courtesy of Central 
High School students.

Member of Central’s Future Business Leaders of America group 
developed a program this year called Boxes of Sunshine.

“We created 200 boxes with uplifting items to create optimism, 
support and hope for the children here at the hospital,” said 
Future Business Leaders officer Mariah William.

William said she had surgery when she was younger and received 
a selection of uplifting items. That experience, she said, led her 
to Heidi Myhre, inpatient nursing director at Sanford Aberdeen 
Medical Center, which is where the boxes were donated.

“I noticed not every child had those opportunities,” William said. “I 
wanted every child to have the opportunity I had.”

Myhre said the boxes mean a great deal to children who get 
them.

“It makes a situation more bearable,” she said, adding that the 
items in the boxes provide a distraction, comfort and something 
to look forward to.

As an example, Myhre pointed to the plant starter kit that’s 
included in each box.

William said she and her adviser Kerry Konda came across the 
starter kits while shopping in Aberdeen.

“The more and more we thought about them, they represent so 
much more than a plant. These kids are trying to grow,” she said.

Rachel Beare, another member of the student group, said that 
with the kits, the children can watch their plant grow during their 
stay at the hospital.

“To see that progress, that can give them hope,” she said.

Also included in kits are a coloring book, crayons, stuffed animals, 
a joke book and a worry stone.

Beare said the boxes were brought up as an idea, but the group 
wasn’t sure it was a possibility until Sanford got on board. That’s 
when they started brainstorming logistics.

William said those logistics got more than just Future Business 
Leaders of America members involved.

“In FBLA, we try to include the whole school and others from the 
school district,” she said. “One of my goals is to spread positive 
change. In the community and the school district.”

As a result, she said, students helped make the worry stones 
using pieces of clay from ceramics class, then special education 
students painted the glaze on the stones. Holgate Middle 
School students also helped create the coloring books, and an 
elementary school librarian found a selection of books that were 
used for the joke books.

Students helped load the more than 200 boxes into vehicles 
before they were delivered to Sanford. And several local 
businesses supported the venture.

YOUNG SANFORD HOSPITAL PATIENTS  
GET CARE PACKS FROM CENTRAL STUDENTS

SDPB SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT 
G E N E  B R O W N E L L ,  A T H L E T I C  D I R E C T O R ,  A B E R D E E N  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S 
(Originally published in March 2020 SDPB Magazine.)

Gene Brownell has dedicated 48 years to 
public education. For 22 of those 48, Brownell 
has been the Athletic Director for Aberdeen 
Public Schools, where he oversees everything 
from staffing, scheduling, transportation and 
administration for Golden Eagles athletics. 
Prior to his position as AD, Brownell coached 
cross country and track and field for 26 years.

In his tenure, Brownell has managed over 
50 events for the South Dakota High School 
Activities Association, most of which have 

been covered by SDPB. “SDPB brings high school activities and 
sports to every corner, nook, and cranny throughout the state,” says 
Brownell. “Without SDPB the average, everyday citizen of our state 

would not have an opportunity to view these events in their entirety, 
which is a great gift for all those who want to receive it.”

“Personally and professionally the opportunities afforded by 
SDPB to me, my school system, and our community are found 
nowhere else.  South Dakota students are placed front and center 
as a mainstay in the productions by SDPB.”

“My relationship with the professionals in front of and behind 
the cameras has been a great learning experience for me. They 
bring to the table a dedication to purpose and professionalism that 
rubs off on everyone with whom they come into contact.  These 
ambassadors for SDPB do a wonderful job of telling the story of 
high school sports and activities in our state.“

SDPB thanks Gene Brownell for his dedication to South Dakota’s 
students and for his high words of praise.
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EAGLE PRIDE PARTNERS: 
  

Distinguished Partner 
($25,000+)  

Sanford Health *  
 
Anchor Partner ($10,000 to 

$24,999)  
Dacotah Bank *  
   
Founding Partner ($4,000 to 

$9,999)  
Geffdog Design and 

Apparel* 
Huff Construction, Inc. * 
Insurance Plus *  
Plains Commerce Bank * 
   
Premier Partner ($1,000 to 

$3,999)  
American News *  
Cash-Wa Distributing * 
DSS Image Apparel * 
Hardin’s Photography * 
Harr Motors *  
Jeff & Cindy Sudlow 
Midcontinent Communications*
Northern Valley Communications*
Quality Quick Print/Midstates 

Printing *  
VanLaecken Orthodontics * 

Eagle Partner ($500 to $999)
Dr. Becky Guffin  
Duane Alm  
Lael Kellett  
Scott Mehlhaff  
Wally Wingert  
Wayne Sayler  

   
Gold Star ($250 to $499) 
Kevin Burckhard  
Robert Moerke  
   
Blue Star ($100 to $249) 
Bantz, Gosch & Cremer, LLC
Bonnie Wheaton  
Cheryl Lorenz  
Gretchen Sharp  
Insurance Plus  
Joetta Younger  
Marni Lamont  
Mary Amacher  
NorthWestern Energy 
Siegel, Barnett, &Schutz 
Virginia Clark  
William Bowen  

Contributor ($50 to $99) 
Bill Cantalope  
Bill Martens  
Brian Thiel  
Burt Elliott  
Chris Klein  
Debbie Hepper  
James Franzen  
Jason Uttermark  
Renae Rausch  
Rob & Sara Wylie   

 
Friend ($1 to $49) 
Amanda Mayer  
Amber Frericks  
Angel Samson  
Barb Nygard  
Brenda Heinert  
Brennan Goehring  
Brianne Bendewald 
Camille Kaul  
Christen Salfrank  
Connie Getty  
Curt Dahme  
David Hagen  
Elissa Allen  
Elizabeth Schiferl  
Ericka Doxsee  
Greg Murley  
Jacque DePlanty  
Jalynn Karlen  
Jane Perman  
Joanna Rose-Goetz 
Julie Boeller  
Kelli Meister  
Kim Aman  
Lisa McNeely  
Margie Hohenstein-Moore 
Mikaela Waiflein  
Nicole Schutter  
Rachel Hoops  
Sadie Bossert  
Shannon Knuppe  
Shiela Malsam  
Tammy Gardner  
Teresa Deuter  
Tom Janish  
   
* Annual donors recognized 

in both newsletters  
 

ENDOWMENTS & 
RESTRICTED GIFTS 

   
CHS Hall of Fame
In memory of Jack Niesen by Lynn 

Hanson

CHS Music and Fine 
Arts  

Cathy Britton  
Jeremy Schutter  
Marshall & Shelley Lovrien 

Class of ‘49 Rising Scholars 
Endowment   

In memory of Ronald D. McGrew, 
Class of ‘49 by Jelane McGrew

In memory of Bruce Baillie and 
Tony Schwan by Arliss Alberts

   
Class of ‘49 Rising Scholars 

Grants 
J Arlt   
   
Class of ‘74 Endowment 
Anonymous  
Brad & Roxie Olson 
Bruce Mannnes  
Cory & Todd Olson  
Craig Howell  
Dan & Susan Van Dover 
Dennis Gellhaus  
Jackie Koehler  
Jean Palmer  
John Carson  
Jon & Priscilla Nelson 
Kip Squire  
Mark Hanson 
Mike Hartshorn  
Patricia Tolson  
Robert & Kathy Anderson 
Roger Werth  
William Sauck, Jr.  
Woody Boyd  
  

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw 
Track Scholarship 
 

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw 
 

Don & Rosemary Reshetar 
Memorial Endowment 
in honor of Dan and 
Joannie Holdhusen’s 50th 
Anniversary  

Anonymous  
Brett Parise  
Bruce Poe  
Charles Urich  
Christine Sanderson 
Dan & Joannie Holdhusen 
Doug Holdhusen  
Greg Amble  
Gregg Poe  
Judith Ryan  
Kelly Soyland  
Leanne Williams  
Mark Parkinson  
Mark Scharnberg  
Rebecca Kinney  
Ryan Holdhusen  
Thomas Syverson  
Tony Wong  
William Kubat  
   

Foundation Grant 
Programs 

Aaron Schultz  
Bob Pitz  
   
Jeanette Hurrell Memorial 

Endowment  
David Hurrell  
 
Kurt Kruger Memorial 

Endowment
Ryan, Kim & Chris Kruger
 
Larry H. Lovrien Memorial 

Endowment
Brad & April Lovrien
Julie Lovrien
Marshall & Shelley Lovrien
Michael & Katelynn (Lovrien) 

Shubeck
 
Lynn Hanson Endowment
Family and Friends of Lynn 

Hanson
John Hanley  
  
Professor Virginia Dixon, 

Class of 1963, Endowment
Dr. Virginia Dixon  
In memory of Dean Deuel by 

Virginia Dixon  
   
Sally J. Couser Memorial 

Endowment  
David Liem  

CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you! We gratefully acknowledge the generous gifts made by the friends of the 
Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation from November 2019 through April 2020

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the donor and volunteer lists.  If your name has been 
omittted or misspelled, please accept our apologies and notify the Foundation of corrections by calling 
605-725-7118.
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Honoring Reedy Fossum’s 15 Year Head Coaching Career 
1959 through 1973

There were approximately 175 players during this 
time.  Former players are asked to contact Gene Herold at 
egherold@yahoo.com or 612-270-7024

From Gene Herold:
Here we (Wally, Ron, Jerry, Mel, Gene, and me) are sitting in 
the dugout waiting for the storm (COVID 19) to move on so 
we can still play our game (2021 reunion).   I know if Reedy 
were here he would have said “Aw Gees” and after a being 
with us for awhile he would have said, “Keep Your Daubers 
Up”. 

We continue to be optimistic about this situation and 
planning this “once in a life time event.”  With the impact 
on so many, and with the ongoing changes in the COVID 
guidelines, we have decided to postpone our reunion until 
2021.  Stay tuned for details.

Watch for the May/June issue of the Aberdeen Magazine 
for an article on Reedy.  
Take care, be safe, wash your hands, keep your social 
distancing, and pray...  
Gene Herold

Oh yes, we are sharing stories… 

Wally Johnson:  
I was attempting to steal second.  Noticing that nobody was 
covering the base I did not slide.  The catcher threw the ball 
to the base which struck me on the head (no helmets at that 
time).  I went down to the ground somewhat dazed, looked 
toward third, and saw Reedy coming towards me on a trot, 
feeling good that my coach was concerned, I rubbed my 

head and stayed down waiting for Reedy.  Upon his arrival I 
heard, “What are you doing on the ground?  The ball is in left 
field and you should be on third.”  After that I never looked 
for any sympathy from Reedy.  

Jerry Hauck:
My first year, when I was 15 and playing left field, I misjudged 
a fly ball and Reedy took me out of the game right then and 
there. 

When I went out for baseball in college (USD) my coach 
called Reedy to get an appraisal.   Well Reedy said, “He can’t 
catch a damn cold but he’ll knock the cover off the ball.” 

Gene Reich:
My first year as bat boy, I was sleeping on our bus...up front 
of course...and someone shouted at me to keep Reedy 
awake.  Reedy of course was our bus driver and it was 
my first road trip.  Bus’s top speed maybe 50 downhill and 
apparently those that were playing cards in the back had 
noticed the bus wondering and yelled at the rookie bat boy.  
Not knowing exactly what to do...I stepped up and feeling 
I needed a conversation starter...I said like… ”I heard you 
know a lot about the war” never said anything after that.  
As I discovered on future trips 
in similar situations... Reedy 
also used lemon drops and 
No-Doze to stay awake while 
driving.  But I found out the 
most reliable method was to 
just ask about the war.  (I heard 
some great stories though) 

Reedy telling  
Geno war stories

Smitty Baseball Reunion  
P O S T P O N E D  T O  2 0 2 1

CONTRIBUTIONS
 
Speech & Debate Endowment
Beverly Coulter  
Colleen Murley  
David Hurrell  
Debbie Sowell
Jenny  Hawk-Heirigs 
Kerry Konda  
   
Vern Jark Memorial 

Endowment  
Jessica Norman  
Jeremy Huss  
Rob & Sara Wylie  
Tony & Jamie Portra 

In Honor/In Memory 
In appreciation for Wayne 

Hansen & Bob Pitz recording 
the Veteran’s Day Program by 
Dennis Nelson  

In honor of Mary Amacher by 
Claudia Kapp  

In memory of Allen Terry Johnson, 
Class of 1961 by Meredith 
Johnson  

In memory of Anthony V. Schwan, 
Class of 1949 by Joseph 
Schwan  

In memory of Brian L. Bauer by 
Elaine Bauer  

In memory of Claire Taylor 
Sherman by Pat and Elton Fors

In memory of Jack Niesen by 
Karleen Holler

In memory of Jack Niesen by Terry 
& Anita Small

In memory of Jim Phillips 1965 by 
Connie Parrish  

In memory of Saundra (Olson) 
Clocksene by Dave and Mary 
Ann Shaw  

In memory of Vince Esser by Dave 
and Mary Ann Shaw  
 

In Kind Donations 
Aberdeen Magazine - advertising 

 

 

For the Alumni Room 
39, 40, 41 yearbooks by Robert 

Shaffer  
Sharon Olson Orth’s 1958 

yearbook, class pictures, 20 
year reunion book, graduation 
announcement and photo by 
Lori Johnson  

Simmons Elementary postcard by 
Bill Hoar  

Walter Wenz book of short stories 
by Herschel Premack
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2020 CHS SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED THROUGH  
THE ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

The Bryce Anglin Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to an 
outstanding CHS student. The 
scholarship is funded by the Bryce 
Nation Foundation courtesy of Bryce’s 
parents, Greg and Jeanette Anglin.  This 
year’s recipient is Colton Hansen.  

The CHS Class of ’65 Scholarship 
is awarded to a CHS senior showing 
significant academic improvement and 
excelling in the arts/music, business/
law, language/literature/ technical fields, 
or math/science.  This year’s recipient is 
Jasmine Locke.

The CHS Hall of Fame Scholarship 
is awarded to a student who has 
demonstrated leadership skills, excelled 
academically, participated in both 
athletic and fine arts activities, and has 
shown involvement in civic or community 
groups/events.   The scholarship is 
funded in memory of Keith Rozendal and 
others.  This year’s recipient is Mariah 
William.

The Charlotte Wilson Clarke 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior pursuing a post-
secondary degree in Family and 
Consumer Sciences or Education.  The 
scholarship is funded by an endowment 
established by Charlotte’s husband, Dr. 
Lester Clarke.  This year’s recipient is 
Brookelyn Barstad.

*The Sally J. Couser Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to CHS seniors 
who have made a commitment toward 
community service and attaining a 
higher education in health-related fields.  
These students show determination 
for classroom academic achievement, 
financial need, and involvement in 
community and school activities.  The 
scholarship is funded by an endowment 
established by Dr. Robert Couser.  This 
year’s recipients are Ellen Kendall and 
Logen Snell.

The Professor Virginia Dixon (Class 
of ’63) Scholarship is awarded to 
female CHS seniors with challenging 
family circumstances requiring them 
to work to help support their family, or 
individuals with significant care-taking 
duties of family members.  This year’s 
recipient is Yufeng Peng.

The Lynn Hanson Scholarship is 
awarded to a special young woman who 
uses positive energy in Academics/
Athletics to influence others to challenge 
their expectations outside of school.  
She participates and encourages other 
young women to be successful role 
models.  This year’s recipient is Hannah 
Struble.

The Jeanette Hurrell Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to two CHS 
seniors pursuing 4-year degrees in 
Nursing.  The scholarships are funded 
by an endowment established by 
Jeanette’s husband, William Hurrell. This 
year’s recipients are Eliana Klipfel and 
Meara Sharisky.

The Vern Jark Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded to a CHS senior showing 
excellence in athletics, character, 
teamwork, and leadership, and who 
strives for classroom achievements.  This 
scholarship is funded by an endowment 
established by the friends and family 
of Vern Jark.  This year’s recipient is 
Austin Huff. 

The Johnsen-Herschleb Scholarship 
is awarded to CHS seniors pursuing 
degrees in business or fine arts, and 
who demonstrate financial need.  This 
scholarship is funded by an endowment 
established by the Johnsen/Herschleb 
family.  This year’s recipients are 
Christopher Kappenman, Hailey 
Sharp and Tatum Waldrop.

The Dean Kranhold Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to a CHS 
senior active in their school and 
community.  This scholarship is funded 
by an endowment established by the 
friends and family of Dean Kranhold.  
This year’s recipient is Donavon Guhin. 

The Kurt Kruger Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS senior majoring in 
education and demonstrating excellent 
character, a passion for community 
service, academic excellence, and 
involvement in school activities.  This 
year’s recipient is  Mariah William.

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is proud to offer the following scholarships to our students through the generosity of our alumni 
and friends.  Congratulations to this year’s recipients!  
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80-year-old Army veteran 
Robert Ekdahl’s handmade “flag 
cards” are reminders to remember 
the American flag. He makes the 
cards using stars cut from worn-
out flags. Anyone is free to take 
the cards. But Ekdahl’s friend and 
Air Force veteran Jon Rogers, 71, 
Aberdeen Central Class of 1966, 
said the men focus on giving them 
to veterans as a thank you. 

Ekdahl and Rogers have handed out more than 67,500 cards 
over eight years, which have brought reactions ranging from 
handshakes to tears and hugs. Their goal is to reach the next 
milestone of 70,000 cards. They see his handmade “flag cards” 
as more than cut-out stars on plastic-wrapped index cards. 

“Early on I had a veteran say ‘That’s the first time anybody has 
said thank you,’ “ Rogers said. “So there’s somebody out there that 
has not been thanked for their service yet, and I’m going to find 
that person, no matter how many people I have to go through.”  

Ekdahl was inspired to begin making the cards by a star card 
he received while hosting a reunion for his Vietnam battalion in 
May 2011. Ekdahl came up with his own version of the card and 

began handing the cards out that June.  His initial batch of 2,000 
ran out as he received requests for more cards from members of 
his local Veterans of Foreign Wars chapter. 

Tens of thousands of cards later, Ekdahl and Rogers are still 
finding more discarded flags to use and more people to receive 
the cards.

“I was part of our American Flag. 
I flew proudly. 
The sun and elements have caused me to  
become faded, tattered, and torn. 
I am no longer in condition to fly. 
Carry me as a reminder that I am not 
forgotten.”

A “flag card” made by Robert Ekdahl. 
Photo courtesy of  

Omaha World-Herald.

A B E R D E E N  C E N T R A L  G R A D U A T E  A N D  F R I E N D  T H A N K  F E L L O W  V E T S  W I T H 
Handmade Flag Cards

Jon Rogers and Robert 
Ekdahl.  Photo courtesy of 
Omaha World-Herald.

The Kyburz-Carlson Building /
Construction Trades Scholarship 
is awarded to a CHS senior pursuing 
a post-secondary degree in Building/
Construction Trades.  The scholarship 
is funded by an endowment established 
by the Kyburz-Carlson Construction 
Company. This year’s recipient is Aaron 
Ryan.

The Larry H. Lovrien Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to a CHS 
senior boys’ soccer player of high 
character and community involvement.  
This scholarship is funded by an 
endowment established by the family 
and friends of Larry Lovrien.  This year’s 
recipient is Dawson Pfister. 

The Mike Miller “Committed to the 
Community” scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior showing exemplary 
volunteerism and commitment to his/
her community.  The scholarship is 
funded by an endowment established in 
Mike Miller’s honor.  This year’s recipient 
is  Colton Hansen.

The Don and Rosemary Reshetar 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior showing excellence 
in athletics, character, teamwork, 
and leadership, and who strives for 
classroom achievements.  This year’s 
recipient is Allie Bauer.

The Dave & Mary Ann Shaw Track 
Scholarship is awarded to a CHS 
senior of high character that enjoys and 
excels in running events.  This year’s 
recipient is Avery Schlosser-Bina.

The Visual Arts Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS senior pursuing a 
post-secondary degree in Art, Graphic 
Design, Structural or Construction 
Engineering, Interior Design or 
Architecture.  The scholarship is funded 
by an endowment established by John 
Wald.  This year’s recipient is Autumn 
Meyer.

The Sanford Health Scholarships 
are awarded to CHS seniors pursuing 
healthcare-related degrees from post-
secondary schools located in ND, SD 
or MN; and show determination for 
classroom academic achievement 
and involvement in school activities.  
This year’s recipients are Brooklyn 
Briscoe, Kensington Eckhoff, 
Colton Hansen, Ellen Kendall, and 
Logen Snell.

* New Scholarships in 2020!

If you would like to contribute toward 
any of the endowments that fund these 
scholarships, please indicate your 
preference on the contribution form on 
the last page of the newsletter.
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Aberdeen Public
Schools Foundation, Inc.

1224 3rd Street South
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198

Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
https://aberdeen.k12.sd.us/foundation/

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation:

Promoting excellence in education 
by forging a partnership among the 

schools, community, 
and alumni.

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. | FOREVER BLUE & GOLD THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

Please accept my gift of $_______________  to support excellence in education, foster enthusiasm in the classroom, and 
rekindle the joy of learning for Aberdeen Public School students.
o  Distinguished Partner $25,000 + o  Gold Star $250-$499       o  Other ________________________________
o  Anchor Partner $10,000-$24,999 o  Blue Star $100-$249             _____________________________________
o  Founding Partner $4,000-$9,999 o  Contributor $50-$99  
o  Premier Partner $1,000-$3,999 o  Friend $1-$49  o  In Memory of__________________________
o  Eagle $500-$999
     _____________________________________

If you or your spouse are employed by or retired from a company with a matching gift program, you may be able to double 
or triple the amount of your gift.  Please contact your HR department for details on how your company may become FOREVER 
BLUE & GOLD.

o  Please take note of my new contact information     o  Please add me to the email newsletter list
o  Please send information about including the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate or investment plans.   
o  I have included the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate planning.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________  Graduation Year:  _____________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________________________  Phone:  _______________________________________________

Make checks payable to the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. and send to 1224 S. 3rd St, Aberdeen, SD  57401
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  

Your gift is tax deductible to the extent the law allows.  Consult your tax advisor.


