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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  April 20, 2020 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:02 p.m.  He welcomed all present to 
the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. Jeremy 
Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz, attended virtually.  Also physically 
present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn Quinley.   
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion passed. 

 
5. Consent Agenda Items 

President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any changes to the consent agenda.   
 Minutes for the March 9, 2020 Special Meeting - Open Session 
 Minutes for the March 9, 2020 Special Meeting - Closed Session 
 Minutes for the March 9, 2020 Regular Meeting - Open Session 
 Minutes for the March 9, 2020 Regular Meeting - Closed Session 
 Bills 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Personnel changes 
 Surplus property 

 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Giles, to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 5-2.  Members Hennesy and Schultz voted no.  Motion carried. 
 

6. Donations  
Dr. Lindsey Hall read the donation list:  

 
 

Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Donation List as presented.  Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 

7. Communications from PTO, MSEA, Foundation, Visitors and Board Commendations 
PTO: No report. 
MSEA: No report. 
Foundation: Lori Larson reported that the Foundation received 150 applications for various scholarships.  They are 
working with Mr. Benedict on plans for presenting awards.  The Cash Bash has been moved to 5/9/2021. Donors that 
have already donated for this year told the Foundation to keep the money.   
Visitors:  None 
   

Lisa Powell Lincoln Trail Cash for Give Me 5 Backpack Program $75.00 
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8. Reports, Updates & Informational Board Communication   

Mr. Ken Keefe hopes everyone is staying safe, home, and healthy.  
Dr. Colleen Schultz had no report. 
Mrs. Meghan Hennesy had no report. 
Mr. Merle Giles applauded staff still working with children, and also likes the priority he has seen on mental health 
along with academics.  
Mrs. Lori Larson thanked the staff and community for the support and patience during this time.   
Dr. Jeremy Henrichs had no report.  
President Max McComb thanked teachers and staff for the work they are doing right now.  
  
Financial Update  
Heather Smith, Chief School Business Official, gave a financial report to the Board. She reported that the state has 
indicated that the District will receive all of the money owed from the state this year. President McComb shared that 
he worked with local taxing bodies, and sent a letter to the head of the Champaign County Board, County Executive, 
and the County Treasurer. The letter requested that they bill property taxes on time, that they request people to pay on 
time, and requested that they offer allowance for late payment without penalty or late fees for people hurt by COVID-
19. He also indicated that area superintendents will be sending a letter as well and some plan to attend and speak at 
the next county board meeting. President McComb will email the letter to the Board.  
   
Superintendent’s Report    
Dr. Lindsey Hall’s report is in the Board Packet. She shared that food distribution is going very well.  A donation 
from the United Way will allow the District to distribute supplies to students to support at home learning. Hotspots are 
being utilized by those in the community.  
 

9. Regular Business 
9. A. Unfinished Business 
9. B.  New Business  
9.B.1.  Resolution authorizing and providing for an Installment Purchase Agreement for the purpose of paying 
the cost of purchasing real or personal property, or both, in and for the District and for the issue of $985,000 
Debt Certificates, Series 2020, of the District, for the purpose of altering, repairing and equipping school 
buildings and facilities of the District, including, but not limited to, the Mahomet-Seymour High School 
Fieldhouse, and authorizing the sale of said Certificates to Commerce Bank 
Heather Smith and Kevin Heid gave the Board an update on the bond issuance.  The winning bid was 1.98% from 
Commerce Bank.  
 
Motion was made by Giles, and seconded by Larson, to approve the resolution authorizing and providing for an 
Installment Purchase Agreement for the purpose of paying the cost of purchasing real or personal property, or both, 
in and for the District and for the issue of $985,000 Debt Certificates, Series 2020, of the District, for the purpose of 
altering, repairing and equipping school buildings and facilities of the District, including, but not limited to, the 
Mahomet-Seymour High School Fieldhouse, and authorizing the sale of said Certificates to Commerce Bank  
The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 4-3.  Members Giles, Larson, Henrichs, and McComb voted yes. Members 
Schultz, Keefe, and Hennesy voted no.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.2 2.  Reduction In Force: Resolution Reference Decision to Discontinue Certain Extra-Curricular 
Assignments, Duties and Stipends  
Dr. Lindsey Hall emphasized that the reduction in force has nothing to do with the recent discussion of a hiring freeze. 
A decision was made last summer to do this because it allows for clearer record keeping and more accurate tracking 
of people the District employs part-time for these non-employee filled positions. All affected people were notified in 
December that this was coming, and all are invited to reapply. Certified letters will be sent to all impacted people.  
The Board asked several follow-up questions.  
    
Motion was made by Larson, and seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Reduction In Force: Resolution Reference 
Decision to Discontinue Certain Extra-Curricular Assignments, Duties and Stipends. The motion was approved by 
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“yes” vote, 4-3.  Members Giles, Larson, Henrichs, and McComb voted yes. Members Keefe, Hennesy, and Schultz 
voted no.  Motion carried. 
  
10.B.3.  Discussion of Road Placement 
Dr, Lindsey Hall, Village President Sean Widener, and Community Development Director Kelly Pfeifer provided an 
update on the planned placement of South Mahomet Road through District property. The placement is slightly north 
of what was being considered previously.  It divides the property south of Middletown Prairie with 1/3 of existing 
land north of the road and 2/3 of existing land south of the road. Ms. Pfeifer explained the rationale behind the 
planned placement of South Mahomet Road. Damien Schlitt, architect with BLDD, commented that when considering 
future needs, he believes this placement would allow the size of the south portion to accommodate a future building, 
parking, and fields, leaving space for fields and a transportation department to the north.   The Board asked several 
follow-up questions. Mr. Widener indicated that the goal of tonight’s discussion is to make sure that the Board and the 
Village are on the same page.  He does not envision any major revisions to the plan at this point.  The Board thanked 
the Village for communicating their plans.               

 
10.B.4. Authorization to Go to Bid on Two High School Projects 
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared a recommendation to approve the letting of bids for the projects at the High School with the 
hope that bids would be available to be approved at the May meeting.  Damien Schlitt explained that the increase in 
anticipated costs is primarily due to the difficulty of estimating these sorts of small projects. There are also bid fees 
that have to be included. Design contingencies are reflected in the costs, as well as increased market costs. The Board 
asked about the source of funds for the project, and the increase in scope.  Health/Life Safety funds can be used for 
some of the industrial arts equipment.  The secured entry can be paid out of tort funds.  The increase in scope is 
related to contractors finding additional items that need to be addressed.  It will cost up to $21,000 to go out to bid, 
but the final cost will end up being billed as time spent, so the costs could be lower. The Board asked several follow-
up questions. Mrs. Hennesy asked to split the two projects into two motions.     
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Larson, to approve the bidding of the industrial arts project.  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, to approve the bidding of the High School secured entry and office 
project.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 5-2.  Members Hennesy and Schultz voted no.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.5.  Authorization for Architect to Complete HLS Amendment for the HS Commons Floor 
Dr. Lindsey Hall recommended that the Board ask architect, Damien Schlitt, to complete a Health/Life Safety 
amendment for the High School commons floor.  The Commons floor has an extremely high percentage of moisture 
below it. It was tested in 2015 and again in 2019, and the readings have changed dramatically.  The glue is not made 
to withstand the moisture. Mr. Schlitt said that the recommended option is to take up the floor, mitigate the moisture 
concern, and reinstall the floor. The cost is divided into two parts: the contractor is offering 100% warranty for 
removal, cleaning, and reinstallation of the flooring surface.  The $65,000 in additional cost to the District, for which 
Health/Life Safety funds can be used, is work above and beyond initial contracted work with a warranty on the floor 
from the contractor going forward.  The Board asked several follow-up questions. 
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the authorization to direct BLDD Architects to file an 
HLF Amendment in the amount of $65,000.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.6. Title 1 Waivers  
Dr. Nicole Rummel explained that Mahomet-Seymour is requesting a waiver of the 40% school poverty threshold 
requirement for school wide eligibility for Title I.  Schools are eligible to apply when the poverty rate falls between 
20%-40%.  Our application is for Middletown Prairie and Lincoln Trail. The junior high and high school will remain 
Title I Targeted Assistance. 
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, to the Title 1 School Wide Waiver as presented.  The motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
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10.B.7. Consolidated Grant Application  
This is the second year the state is requiring the completion of the Consolidated Grant Application. This application 
must be completed and Board approved prior to individual state/federal grants being submitted. The Consolidate 
Grant includes data and information that is applicable to multiple grants. Budgets still fall within the individual grants.   
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Schultz, to the Consolidated Grant Application as presented..  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 

10. Communication from Visitors  
There were no comments from visitors.  

 
11. Closed Session 

McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of: 1) Litigation, when an action against, 
affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative 
tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding 
shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting. 2) The placement of individual students in 
special education programs and other matters relating to individual students.  
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Schultz, at 8:38 p.m. to go into closed session for the purposes stated by 
McComb.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, at 9:07 p.m., to return to open session.  The motion carried.  

  
 

12. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:08 p.m. 

 
 
_________________________________   _________________________________ 
  
 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary    
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
  
 
 
 


