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February 28, 2020 
 
Jacob Hicks 
Broadmoor Neighborhood Association 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hicks, 
 
This letter is to follow up on a phone conversation last week.  I am sorry I cannot make 
your annual meeting of March 8th.  I will be able to attend the meeting on April 2, 2020 
and it is on my calendar. 
 
I had originally sent an email to a representative of your group announcing that the City 
of Little Rock had received the final grant for nomination of the Broadmoor 
Neighborhood to the National Register of Historic Places.  A bit of a timeline for 
clarification:  Our grant cycle is yearly for the application and completion of grants.  The 
City of Little Rock has received two grants prior for the Broadmoor Neighborhood.  The 
first two were for survey work and to develop the Context Study.  Survey work is where 
the consultant team goes house to house and records details of the house (brick or 
siding, type of windows, type of roofing, footprint, etc.).  These two grants were for 553 
houses and is considered a large survey, therefore it was divided into two sections.  
Every survey of every house must go to the state office for individual review which can 
overwhelm the staff.  The Context Study is to show the National Park Service (the 
keeper of the National Register List) why we are spending the money on surveying this 
neighborhood.  The first grant was completed and a majority of the houses were 
surveyed and a draft Context Study was prepared.  I have included a pdf of that draft in 
the email. Our second grant which is underway is on schedule for the survey of the rest 
of the houses and to update the Context Report with the final numbers.   
 
The grant that we just received is for the Nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places.  This will be provide information from the Context Study plus a listing of each 
house as to whether it is Contributing or Non-Contributing to the district.  A contributing 
house looks very much the way it did when it was built without the carport being filled in 
or windows changed or brick painted etc.  A district must have at least one-half of the 
houses contributing to be qualified as a district.  In our initial drive through, your 
neighborhood was solid in the numbers of Contributing houses.   
 
Why do people want to be on the National Register of Historic Places?  First, there is a 
sense of pride to say that you live in a historic district.  Yours would be the first Mid-
Century Modern neighborhood in Little Rock to be listed and you would be the 
frontrunners in this sense.  Secondly, nationwide properties in National Register Historic  
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Districts have a slightly higher property value than similar houses in other 
neighborhoods.  When economic downturns happen, houses in National Register  
 
Historic Districts tend to not lose as much value or stabilize at a quicker rate than their 
neighbors.  Thirdly, there are tax credit advantages.  The State of Arkansas offers a 
25% tax credit on approved repairs to your properties. State income tax credits can be 
sold on the open market for cash.  If this property is income producing, an additional 
20% tax credit can be obtained from the Federal Government.  Federal Tax credits must 
be taken over a five year period and are more difficult to transfer. 
 
Lastly and most importantly, being on the National Register of Historic Places does not 
restrict what a property owner can do with their property.  Properties can be modified or 
demolished.  You do not have to open your home for tours.  The district must remain at 
least 50% contributing so that tax credits can be available to those property owners that 
want to take advantage of that. 
 
Please feel free to distribute this letter at your annual meeting on March 8th.  If there are 
any questions, please feel free to contact me at my email address:  
bminyard@littlerock.gov or call my direct line at 501-371-4789. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Minyard 
Historic District Staff 
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