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We’re nearing the conclusion of another challenging year in 
our country and state, but I’m happy to say that we seem to 
have returned to a sense of “normal” once again in Seneca 
County.  We made it through each day with in-person 
teaching, reduced quarantines, and minimal masking this 
school year.  We’ll take that as a BIG WIN!!

As I reflect on this year, it has brought many opportunities for our students 
to excel and show the best parts of themselves in so many areas.  We have 
had amazing academic successes, athletic accomplishments, musical 
performances, FFA experiences, Quiz Bowl opportunities, and more.  Old Fort 
offers students some of the best music and art programs around, along with 
the opportunity to be highly involved in sports and other extracurricular 
activities they may not experience in other districts.  For students who take 
advantage of all that Old Fort has to offer, they are getting a very well-rounded 
education that’s teaching them to be successful individuals in many areas of 
life beyond academics.

I know everyone is looking forward to a great summer with warmer than 
normal temperatures predicted.  It sounds like there may be lots of pool time 
for kids and staff in the coming months!  I wish everyone a safe and happy 
summer vacation.  We look forward to welcoming families back in August for 
another amazing year!

It continues to be a privilege to lead this great district.  Thank you for 
your continued support of our staff and students.  It’s a great time to be a 
Stockader!  Thank you!

With Children at Heart,

Old Fort Local Schools

CURRICULUM UPDATE
Old Fort has been on a Literacy Journey over the 
past couple of years.  This adventure has taken 
administrators and teachers deep into The Science 
of Reading.  Individual components of reading 
have been known for a long time; however, recent 
research is pulling together many of these pieces 
in a way that sheds more light on what skills are 
truly needed for reading comprehension.

In 2001, Hollis Scarborough created The Reading 
Rope, which illustrates the multi-faceted nature 
of reading.  This diagram breaks down reading 
into two main categories; Word Recognition 
and Language Comprehension.  Each of these 
components contains subskills necessary 
for mastery, and this theory has become a 
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foundational element of Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement 
(2020).  The Simple View of Reading (Gough and Tumner) 
proposes that there is a multiplicative relationship between 
Word Recognition (Decoding) and Language Comprehension 
whose product is Reading Comprehension.  Without strong skills 
in both components, reading comprehension will be severely 
compromised for any individual, regardless of intelligence.

Word Recognition
About thirty years ago, it was believed that children would learn to 
read simply by being exposed to print, a theory referred to as Whole 
Language.  However, research by the National Reading Panel (2020) 
and others have contradicted this school of thought with claims that 
phonics and phonemic awareness are skills that must be explicitly 
taught by highly effective teachers.  

Old Fort has been using curriculum designed to target Word 
Recognition skills for several years.  At primary grades, explicit 
phonics instruction is taught daily through a program called 
Phonics First, and phonemic awareness is taught through 
Heggerty Phonological & Phonemic Awareness Program.  Both 
programs were added three years ago as part of a Reading 
Achievement Plan required at the time by the state due to low 
test scores.  Since that time, these efforts have helped lead to the 
release from such requirements, and both buildings are now fully 
in Independent status.

Language Comprehension
This year we also launched into the Language Comprehension 
parts of The Reading Rope through a study of explicit vocabulary 
instruction using Anita Archer’s method with all PK-12 classroom 
teachers.  Another big initiative is that our elementary piloted two 

content-rich English Language Arts curriculum series which place a 
heavy emphasis on both background knowledge and vocabulary.  

This year, multiple grades piloted CKLA’s Knowledge component 
as well as Wit & Wisdom.  While teaching skills in reading, writing, 
listening and speaking, these content-focused series also build 
students’ knowledge and vocabulary in literature, history, 
geography, and science.  Over time, students build a breadth of 
knowledge on a wide variety of topics.  This background knowledge 
is one of the key skills necessary for reading comprehension 
according to leading expert Natalie Wexler, author of The 
Knowledge Gap.  

In what has come to be known as “The Baseball Study” from 1988, 
Recht and Leslie found that struggling readers who knew a lot 
about baseball did comparatively well comprehending a text about 
baseball as stronger readers who knew little about baseball.  Even 
when controlling for everything else, the single most important 
factor was not how well they could read, but rather how much they 
knew about baseball.  Background knowledge was the key!  For 
most students, asking them to think critically about a text on a topic 
they know very little about is a baffling concept with which they’re 
not likely to have much success.  

Next year’s adoption of CKLA will be pivotal in helping Old Fort 
make the shift to The Science of Reading, which in turn, puts us 
ahead of the game with requirements coming from the state in 
regards to The Dyslexia Law as well.  Overall, Old Fort has taken 
giant steps over the past couple of years in literacy development, 
and we are well positioned to continue this amazing work far into 
the future.  We look forward to exciting outcomes for kids with 
these important changes!

The Simple View of Reading

Decoding
Language

Comprehension
Reading

ComprehensionX =

CURRICULUM continued from page 1
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FROM THE DESK OF THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Hello Spring! 

The students are ready for some warmer 
weather and time outside! The end of the year 
is quickly approaching which means there are 
many things happening at the Elementary.  

• State testing for grade 3-6 is in full swing and will be 
completed by the end of April.  Our students have 
worked hard to prepare for these assessments. 

• Kindergarten Screening on April 28th and 29th will give 
us a great opportunity to meet our newest Stockaders.  
It is always wonderful to meet our new students for the 
first time.

• Field Trips are being planned for various grades at 
Old Fort Elementary this spring! Exciting locations our 
students have or will be visiting include:  The Toledo Zoo, 
The Rock-n-Roll Hall of Fame, Miller Conservation Farm, 
and The Hayes’ Home/Museum. 

Because this is the time of year that many families are busy, please 
remember to keep schedules and routines in place to help your 
students be successful as they finish the 2021-2022 school year! 

As you start thinking about summertime, student learning is 
still important. Here are some great examples of how you can 

continue your child’s education this summer:
• Practice writing with your child!  Send letters, postcards, 

and drawings to family members and friends!
• Read with your child or enroll in a summer reading 

program at the local library!
• Stay active and check out our local parks, playgrounds, 

pools, and hiking trails!
• Complete the resources provided by your students’ 

teachers at the end of the school year.
• Check out this link for more fun ideas to keep your child 

learning all summer long!     https://childhood101.com/
summer-learning-activities/

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who helped support our 
students this year. They are the reason we are here everyday. 
Teachers have worked hard to provide a great education for 
our students.  Parents and the community have donated items, 
supported our staff, and helped keep our students the focus of 
our year. Old Fort Elementary continues to provide a supportive 
education for our students. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  I am very honored to lead Old Fort Elementary.  

Your Partner in Education,
Mrs. Kristina Smith
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On May 6th, 2022, Rachel Anstead, Dylan Baker, Simon Tackett, 
Chance Smith, Allison Fortney, and Alec King will receive their State 
FFA Degree! One of our very own, Rachel Anstead, will be on stage 
for her Agricultural Education Proficiency Award.  She placed in the 
top four in the state.

STATE FFA DEGREE: This is the highest degree in each state. This 
degree demonstrates the student has put an exceptional amount of 
time into their SAE and local chapter.

 The requirements of this degree are:
• Received a Chapter FFA Degree.
• Have been an active FFA member for at least two years (24 
months) at the time of receiving the State FFA Degree
• Have completed at least 2 years (360 hours) of systematic school 
instruction in agricultural education at or above the ninth grade 
level, which includes an SAE.

FROM THE DESK OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Greetings from your Principal,

As we close out the 2021-2022 school year, I want 
to highlight a year of flexibility, creativity, and 
reinvention.  This school year threw many curve 
balls our way, but with hard work and diligence, 
we have persisted through the daily changes 
and challenges to maintain a culture and climate 
of high expectations and resiliency.  I want to 

acknowledge our entire staff for the time, effort, dedication, and 
care they put into our school year.  Our students continued to hold 
themselves to high standards!   I am so proud of our Stockaders. 

Our Building Leadership Team made great gains in working on 
our building goals, specifically focus area #1: Rigorous writing 
across the curriculum with a common writing rubric.  We analyzed 
writing samples, completed inner-rating reliability, and set criteria 
for implementing writing rubrics across all curriculums.  Within 
our department teams, our teachers will analyze assessments to 
implement the common writing rubrics to create a consistent 
process for scoring students’ short written responses.  

****

• Have earned and productively invested at least $2500 and 
worked at least 300 hours in excess of scheduled class time, in a 
supervised agricultural experience program. The combination of 
hours and earnings multiplied by a factor of 3.33 must be equal to 
or greater than the number 1,000.
• Demonstrated leadership ability by performing 10 parliamentary 
law procedures, giving a six-minute speech on a topic relating 
to agriculture or FFA, and serving as an FFA officer, committee 
chairperson, or committee member.
• Have a satisfactory academic record, certified by the agriculture 
teacher and the school principal or superintendent.
• Participated in the planning and implementation of the chapter’s 
Program of Activities.
• Have completed ten activities above the chapter level in at least 
three of six different categories: leadership development events, 
career development events, conventions and meetings, project 
shows, student awards, and leadership and service as described in 
policies adopted by the Board of Directors.
• Complete at least 25 hours of community service in a minimum 
of two different activities.

Congratulations to the following students who were inducted into 
the National Honor Society on March 31st, 2022:
Seniors:  Garrett Havens, Myles Miller, Colin Nutter
Juniors:  Sienna Cobb, Nolan Henkel, Jenna Quinter, Elizabeth 
Straub, Kailyn Webb
Sophomores:  Madilynn Blankenship, Carter Cleveland, Kylee 
Cleveland, Bradyn Frankart, Addyson Gillmor, Audra Miller, Macie 
Miller, Trinity Quaintance, Kennedy Shaull, Hannah Tackett, Mena 
Wylykanowitz

Pictured: Senior NHS Members
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National Technical Honor Society 
is recognized for achievement in 
career and technical education.  
Inductees embody all the 
attributes and talents which 
are in demand today, and 
they embrace a clear vision for 
tomorrow.  Congratulations 
to Evan Schultze and Marisa 
Heilman for being inducted 
into the 2022 National Technical 
Honor Society! 

*****

Clayton Sooy exemplifies the 40 developmental 
assets for adolescents for his commitment to 
maintaining high expectations for our students at 
Old Fort High School, all while enhancing a culture 
or purpose, acceptance, and understanding.  For 
this, he was selected for the 2022 Youth Asset 
Builder Award! 
 
We are very proud of our Stockaders for all their achievements and 
wish all our seniors the best of luck in their future endeavors.  

Erica Cobb

National Machinery focuses on good citizenship, conduct, proper 
attitude, and conscientiousness during their high school years as 
a foundation for becoming more responsible citizens in adult life.  
Attributes include: citizenship, reliability, financial need, integrity, 
responsibility, leadership, attitude.  

Three students are selected by Old Fort Staff to earn cash awards.  
Congratulations to Andrew Combs, Rachel Anstead, and Parker 
DuBois. Parker was also awarded an additional scholarship from 
National Machinery of $15,000, one of four such large-cash awards 
given out annually. Congratulations to all National Machinery Award 
recipients.

*****

JOIN OUR TEAM

FROM THE DESK OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Old Fort Local Schools is seeking qualified candidates for the 
2022-2023 school year to fill the following positions:

PK-8 Guidance Counselor
High School Math Teacher

Night Custodian
Paraprofessional

Substitute Teacher

We are able to assist you in obtaining proper credentials, permits, 
background checks, etc. Please see our district website oldfortschools.org 

or call 419-992-4269 for more information. 
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As we are beginning the Spring Sports Season, I 
would like to take a moment to recognize some 
of the outstanding achievements of our Winter 
Sports’ Athletes.  First, our girls basketball team 
finished 19-5 on the season, and 14-2 in the 
league, which was enough to share the SBC River 
Division title with New Riegel!  On top of the 
outstanding team success, point guard Macie 

Miller was voted the Most Outstanding Player in the River Division. 

The Boys’ Basketball team had another successful season, 
finishing 20-5 overall and 13-3 in the league earning the team 
a 2nd place finish in the River Division.  The team went on a run 
through the playoffs earning the Sectional title and finishing the 
season as District Runners-up!  Also, as with the girls team, the 

FROM THE DESK OF THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
boys had the Most Outstanding Player in the River Division in 
Colin Nutter.  Colin was voted Co-Most Outstanding Player and 
finished the year breaking the 1,000 point barrier and finishing 
with 1,334 points in his career.  

The Boys’ Bowling team also had an outstanding winter, winning 
the SBC Bowling tournament, but finishing in 2nd place overall 
in the league.  Hayden Tarris was voted the Most Outstanding 
Bowler in the River Division and once again made a successful run 
to state.  This year Hayden improved on his 2021 7th place finish, 
by finishing 3rd in the state and earning 1st Team Ohio Honors!  It 
is a pretty amazing accomplishment for three of our main winter 
sports to earn the MOP honor in the league.  Great job Stockaders!  

Coach Tony Miller has announced that, beginning this fall, the 
annual Old Fort Cross Country Invitational will 
have a new title.  It is being renamed The John 
Brueggemeier Old Fort Cross Country Invitational.  
The athletic contest will honor one of Old Fort’s 
most faithful and iconic leaders!  

John Brueggemeier served the district for 
nearly 40 years as a teacher, coach, bus driver, 
and athletic director.  “If you talk about Old Fort 
Athletics, the first person that comes to mind is 
John Brueggemeier.  He truly bled brown and 
gold.  This was more than a job to him.  It was 
his life, and he embodied Old Fort,” says current 
teacher and coach Steve Adelsperger.  Before 
John passed in 2019, he had the honor of being 
inducted into the Old Fort Athletic Hall of Fame 
for his many years of dedication to the district.

Along with renaming the invitational, Coach 
Miller plans to include two other important tributes at the 

HONORING A LEGACY
beginning and end of the race.  One will salute Miller’s former 

cross country coach, Duane Ceiling, by 
displaying one of his famous quotes, “Old Fort 
Cross Country: Stride with Pride,” while the 
other end of the race will honor all former cross 
country runners of both Old Fort and Bettsville, 
who both maintained admirable programs over 
the years.  

Old Fort’s annual Invitational is the 4th longest- 
running cross country meet in the state of Ohio 
with this fall’s event marking the 47th annual 
contest.  We hope you will come out to support 
our runners on October 1, 2022, and be part of 
a proud tradition that so many have worked to 
maintain over the years.  We are known far and 
wide for this cross country meet, complete with 
a cannon start by Bob Gillmor!  You don’t get 
that anywhere else but here at home!
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT UPDATE
OMEA District 2 Junior High Honor Band & Choir
This past month we had a number of 8th-grade band and choir 
students selected to participate with students from all over 
northwest Ohio at the OMEA District 2 Honors Festival, held 
at Tiffin Middle School.  Congratulations to Ari Smith, Alysa 
Jameson, Aidan Chapman, and Henry Beisner for being selected 
to the band.  Kendall Grine, Molly Heilman, and Lezlie Cox 
participated in the choir.   
     

Junior High Solo 
& Ensemble
On Saturday, March 
26, two of our junior 
high music students 
participated in the 
OMEA District 2 
Solo & Ensemble 
Competition at Willard High School.  Mollie Snyder earned a 
Superior rating for her snare drum solo, and Ellis Wylykanowitz 
earned a Superior rating for both her alto saxophone solo and 
vocal solo.  Well Done, ladies!

Large Group Contest
The Old Fort High School Choir earned a Superior rating at the 
OMEA Large Group Adjudicated Event and has qualified for the 
state competition to be held at the end of April at Van Buren High 
School.  Congratulations and Good Luck! 

High School Musical: Into The Woods!
The weekend of March 11-13 featured a return to the stage by the 
Music and Theater Department.  Forty-five students participated in 
Old Fort’s production of Into The Woods as members of the cast and 
crew!  Thank you to everyone who came out to support our show!
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MORE ELEMENTARY HAPPENINGS
Volunteers in the Elementary
Jenny Adelsperger

Old Fort Elementary is dedicated to improving literacy among all 
ages of our students. One way we are able to do this is by having 
our students utilize the library at all times now.  Prior to this year, 
the library operated entirely on volunteers and was open based 
on their availability. Beginning this year, operating the library is a 
task that has been a team effort between the volunteers and me; 
it has been a fun and rewarding time to connect students with 
books.

We have been working to automate the library instead of using 
the former method which involved card cataloging and signing 
a library card when checking out books. It is now all done online. 
The students are able to look up all of our books in an online 
catalog and the books are checked out using individual barcodes. 
Preparing the books for the shelves takes a lot of time, and it has 
been made possible with the help of community volunteers. 
The volunteers also assist the students with finding books and 
checking them out. Often, I am helping individual students 
or reading with classes, so the volunteers help those who are 
coming in to check out materials.   

To continue our efforts with improving literacy, we are reaching 
out to the community to seek more volunteers for the upcoming 
‘22-’23 school year.  Help is needed reading to and with 
students, playing phonics games, and any other activity that 
the teachers have to help increase the students’ literacy skills.  If 

Pictured: Volunteer Betsy Kistler assists a student checking 
out a library book

Retirement:  Betsy Clevenger, Elementary Art
We say “Goodbye” this year to an 
elementary icon, Mrs. Clevenger.  Betsy 
has been teaching Art at Bettsville 
and Old Fort Schools for 14 years after 
being a stay-at-home mom for 25 
years.  Her husband, Jim, is a former 
pastor and science teacher.  They 
have three grown children and two 
granddaughters with another one on 

the way.  The most endearing qualities we have come 
to love about Mrs. Clevenger she credits to her close 
relationship with her Lord, Savior, and best friend, Jesus 
Christ.  Betsy will miss the kids’ sweetness, innocence, 

enthusiasm, and especially the excitement and joy they 
have for their creations.  In her retirement, she plans on 
enjoying more time with her family, painting, quilting, 
sewing, scrapbooking, reading the Bible, and spending 
time outdoors.  Her parting words are… “To the staff, 
thank you for your love and encouragement along the 
way.  To the parents, thank you for allowing me to be 
part of your childrens’ lives.  Keep up your good work!  
To the students, thank you for bringing so much joy and 
happiness to my life!  It was really a great adventure for 
me, and I will always have a smile on my face and joy in 
my heart when I think of you!”

you have some time to share, you can reach out to me via email 
(jadelsperger@oldfortschools.org) or a phone call (419-986-5166 
ex. 216), and I will share your interest with the teachers.  Once 
the new year is underway, you and the teachers would be able to 
coordinate times that work for both of you.  It truly takes a village 
to educate our children, and here at Old Fort School we have a 
wonderful and involved community!
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Second Grade Celebrates Twos-day!
Second graders celebrated 2-22-22 with seven different activities. Groups worked on a 
doubles math game, homophones, symmetry, compound words, a two-syllable word game, 
palindromes, and even decorated cookies in the shape of the number two.  It was special to 
be in 2nd grade on Twos-day! 

Generosity Abounds After 
Devastating Fire
One of our Old Fort Elementary 
families had a devastating fire 
at the end of March. Mrs. Hanes’ 
third-grade class wanted to find a 
way to help their friend and fellow 
classmate and his family. They 
held a raffle for the entire school, 
where each chance to win cost 
$0.25. There were 25 items up for 
raffle, including favorites such as 
being first in line for lunch for a 
week, 30 minutes of extra recess, 
50 Dojo points, PJ day for the class, 
and a couple of donated fidget 
baskets. The class’s goal was to sell 
2,000 tickets and raise $500 for the 
family. With the generosity of this 
amazing school family, 3H and Old 
Fort Elementary was able to raise 
$2,942.65! Thank you to everyone 
who helped organize, participate, 
and donate to this worthy cause!

Pictured: Community helpers 
came to visit the preschool 
classes.
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES

Seniors Enjoy Day Trips
Once again, the Class of 2022 is enjoying various “day trips.”  The seniors enjoyed their 
first trip back on February 16th. They headed to Snow Trails Ski Resort near Mansfield, 
OH where they enjoyed a morning of snow tubing and a lunch at the ski lodge. Their 
second trip occurred on March 9th with a trip to Main Event in Avon, OH. The students 
were able to enjoy several hours of bowling, video games, billiards, and several rounds of 
intense laser tag in a two-story arena! Word on the street is that Garret Havens is quite the 
sharpshooter, and Mr. Combs might have been everyone’s favorite target! After wearing 
themselves out playing games, the students were treated to a delicious buffet lunch 
before boarding the charter bus to return to Old Fort. The students enjoyed a trip to 
Urban Air in Toledo in April and have plans for May to finish out the year.



11The Kampus Keyhole

Senior Spotlight Art: Pearl Sander
My name is Pearl Sander, and I am in Art III. Being in art has 
taught me many amazing projects. Some of my favorite projects 
were scratch art, painting a mask, block printing, and a wire 
project. I like art class because it allows me to be creative and to 
challenge myself. Even when a project was difficult, it taught me 
to not give up. I will definitely miss art class. In the future I plan to 
go to college to be a radiologist.

2022 Yearbooks are on sale.  
They can be ordered on line through the Old Fort Schools 
website at www.oldfortschools.org     
 
1. Scroll down and look for brown box that says “Jostens 
Yearbooks “ 

2. Click on the Box and it will take you to the Jostens page 
to order. 

3. Click on the Yearbook tab on the top and order your 
yearbook. 

4. Or copy this link directly into google: 
https://bit.ly/38bh6rz

Hello Stockader Families!

During the month of February, Health Partners of Western 
Ohio provided services to Old Fort Elementary via their Dental 
Prevention Program. They came to the elementary school via 
their Dental Van! Students, whose parents provided consent for 
treatment were provided dental care (examinations, cleanings 
and sealants) right in the van!  This program went over really well, 
and we hope to continue to offer this annually.

Please remember to make follow-up appointments with your 
child’s medical provider for any referrals that have been sent 
home in regards to vision and hearing. Please have these forms 
completed and returned to school. If you have any questions or 

SCHOOL NURSE UPDATES AND REMINDERS
concerns about this, please contact me via email: chartman@
oldfortschools.org or call the office and ask to be connected to me. 

Also, another reminder to schedule your child’s wellness 
exams with their medical provider and get their vaccinations 
appointments scheduled if due. Incoming Preschoolers, 
Kindergarteners, 7th Graders, and 12th graders need to have their 
immunizations up to date by the beginning of next school year.  If 
you are wanting to fill out an immunization exemption form for a 
student, those can be found in the school offices. 

Thank you!
Charita Hartman, Old Fort Local Schools District Nurse

REMEMBER 
FOREVER

BUY A YEARBOOK
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY DATES
April 28 - High School Spring Arts Festival 
May 1 - FFA Banquet
May 3 - Lions Club Awards Night 7 P.M.
May 5 - Elementary Spring Music Program 6:30 P.M. (Grades 5-6)
May 9 - Board Meeting 6:00 P.M.
May 12 - Junior High Spring Arts Festival
May 19 - Seniors Last Day of School
May 20 - Graduation Practice A.M.
May 22 - Graduation 3:00 P.M.
May 26 - Last Day of School
May 27 - Teacher Work Day


