
 
June 5, 2020 
 
Dear SLLIS Community, 
 
In light of recent events in our neighborhood and country, the SLLIS 2020-2021 Central Office               
Team would like to share a message with each of you.  
 
We condemn Mr. George Floyd’s wrongful death, and we are both heartbroken and outraged at               
the violence against people of color that persists in our communities. Moreover, we remain              
committed to SLLIS’ mission of global mindedness and social consciousness, and we support the              
fight against racial injustice.  

 
Our team is reflecting on our role as educators and the specific actions we must take to disrupt                  
systems of oppression in the education system, our community, and our country. To that end,               
our 2020-2021 Central Office Team commits to continuous reflection, thought, and action            
surrounding inequity and oppression. We look forward to focusing on specific steps we can take               
at SLLIS in the coming school year and beyond, and we intend to discuss this further at our                  
upcoming team retreat. 

 
Finally, our Team is dedicated to supporting the SLLIS Community as we navigate these deeply               
disturbing and challenging events. We hope the resources listed at the end of this message will                
be helpful to you as you discuss current events with your children or students and support your                 
families through these troubling times. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

SLLIS 2020-2021 Central Office Team 
 
Meghan Hill, Executive Director Linda Holliday, Talent Director 
 
Sherrell Hendrix, Operations Director Jennifer Ting, Enrollment and Assessment Manager

 
Sharifa Blackwell, Principal Hannah Stout, Instructional and Curriculum Coach 

 
Michael Wheeler, Assistant Principal Kara Mank, Executive Assistant 
 

Kate Brothers, Director of Special Education 
 

 



 
Resources for Adults:  
 
Want to talk through your emotions with a trained professional? Here are two hotlines that are                
staffed 24/7:  

- Provident Crisis Hotline (314-647-4357) 
- Behavioral Health Response Hotline (314-469-6644) 

 
Here is a resource you can use as guidance when managing emotional reactions to traumatic               
events:  

- National Association of School Psychologists: Managing Strong Emotional Reaction to          
Traumatic Events, Tips for Families and Teachers 

 
Want to learn more about racial justice? There are a plethora of resources, below are a few                 
selected options:  

- Ted Talk: How we can make racism a solvable problem- and improve policing.  
- The National Museum of African American History & Culture has a repository of             

resources that can be filtered by audience, topic, history, and resource type. 
- The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has a published “Racial Equity Resource Guide” 

 
Resources for Children:  

 
Resources with guidance on how to discuss recent events with children:  
All Ages: 

- USA Today posted a comprehensive article on how to discuss racism with children.  
- Scholastic has an article titled “How to Explain Scary News to Kids” 

 
Older Ages:  

- ADL: Fighting Hate for Good, “George Floyd, Racism and Law Enforcement” 
- The New York Times, “A Conversation on Race: A series of short films about identity in                

America” 
 

Here are free apps that can be used to decrease the anxiety that students may be feeling:  
- Mindful Family (mediation) 
- Relax Melodies (sleep sounds) 
- Recolor (coloring pages) 
- TanZen (relaxing puzzles) 
- Blox 
- Mekorama 

 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/trauma/managing-strong-emotional-reactions-to-traumatic-events-tips-for-families-and-teachers
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/trauma/managing-strong-emotional-reactions-to-traumatic-events-tips-for-families-and-teachers
https://www.ted.com/talks/dr_phillip_atiba_goff_how_we_can_make_racism_a_solvable_problem_and_improve_policing?fbclid=IwAR1Iaozr21_B-bRjdlQmsncMbmJnZt3PWSUJT5NutSyEmFR4zITMIhrCssw
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/resources
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/resources
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/Racial_Equity_Resource_Guide.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/31/how-talk-kids-racism-racial-violence-police-brutality/5288065002/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/social-skills-for-kids/how-to-explain-scary-news-to-kids.html
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-enforcement
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/your-stories/conversations-on-race
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/your-stories/conversations-on-race

