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Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021  

2019-2020 

2016-2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Task: Create a Dialectical Notebook 

1. Carefully read and annotate the essay packet. (Kindly disregard “2018-2019” on the cover page.)  

Given our unique quarantine conditions, you may either print and annotate by hand, or use your digital 
annotation tools. You will need to share annotations when we return to school, so choose a user-friendly 
method. As you read, you should annotate for ideas that both interest you and confuse you. Please reach 
out to me with questions.  

Please--slow down--and read with care; do not rush this annotation step. It’s the origin of critical 
thinking.  

2.  Create a dialectical notebook. Instructions and template follow.  
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The Dialectical Notebook  

Instructions and Template 

This AP-approved strategy asks you to be in conversation with the text. Your assignment is to read ten essays 
on a variety of topics.  As you read, you will intuitively react to them. A dialectical notebook documents your 
personal reactions as soon as you have them. Your responses may be governed by your impulses and your 
emotions. No one expects you to love--or even fully comprehend--every essay. Your entries will reflect 
personal writing, so first-person pronouns are expected. While following the rules of grammar and mechanics is 
important, crafting an authentic response to the text is your primary goal.  

Please note: A dialectical notebook is NOT a diary. Think of it as a personal response to intellectual issues 
presented in text.  

Template 

Create three columns on a piece of lined paper. Label them. Handwrite your entries. Responses should be legible.  

Source Info 
Essay title? 

Author? 

 Passage 
Direct quote with page number? 

My Response 
*see below 

 
 

“In Praise of 
Chain Stores” by 
Virginia Postrel 

“When every place looks the same, there is no 
such thing as place anymore” (495) 

Author is challenging me here. 
First of all, I never noticed how 
many big box stores or strip 
malls exist in my town. I see a 
lot of them. They do look 
“cookie-cutter,” and I suppose 
they do lack character in contrast 
with the quaint, 
nineteenth-century farm across 
the street from my house. The 
farm is more visually appealing 
than an asphalt parking lot. Yet, 
if my town was populated with 
nothing other than farms, 
wouldn’t THEY look 
“cookie-cutter,” and wouldn’t I 
think some of them were “ugly”? 
I’m starting to wonder how 
technology and progress 
influence my perceptions of 
beauty, and vice-versa.  
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*My Response. Record a response for each passage. Your responses will vary in length. Try to address each of 
the questions from this list by the end of the assignment.  

● What interests me about the passage?  
● What ideas from the passage challenge me?  
● What connections can I make to my personal experience?  
● What connections can I make to books, movies, music, TV, social media, or other examples of 

contemporary pop culture?  
● What can I infer about the author’s meaning? Why would he/she write this?  

 
Materials: You can make a dialectical journal out of either a one-subject notebook or a neatly-stapled packet of 
lined paper. Keep it simple—the quality of your work is what matters. Read and write with care. Again, all of 
your notebook entries should be neatly handwritten—not typed.  

Number of entries: 20  

Due Date: first day of class 

 

 

  


