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A Dragon’   Tale  
Davis Elementary School  
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“Our vision is to champion rigor and joy for every student, in every classroom, every day.” 
Principal: Mark Ferraro          Assistant Principal: Chris Plucker

 

Building a Family – Purposefully! 
At Davis, we believe the key to academic success lies in strengthening our 
community and building relationships. As you may already know, we like to 
say, “All Dragons Breathe Fire,” as a way to remind our students of our 
Dragon F.I.R.E. Expectations (Friendliness, Integrity, Responsibility, and 
Engagement). This year, we continue to use a curriculum called ‘Purposefull 
People’, by Character Strong, to help students grow socially and emotionally, 
to strengthen in-class and school-wide relationships, and to enhance Dragon 
Fire. Every month, we will focus on a specific ‘Character Trait’ and how it can 
help us breathe FIRE! Refer to the attached Dragon Fire Schedule to 
follow along at home. Please note, Fire Challenges & Community Features 
are always optional and are only for fun and community building; in no-way 
are they intended to be homework or required! 
 

School Safety & Visiting Davis 
While we seek to maintain an open and welcoming environment for our 
students, families and staff, please remember that our first priority is the 
physical and emotional safety of your child. As such, we ask that all parents 
and guest follow these important safety rules when visiting our school: 
 

Parking Lot Safety 
If you wish to walk your child into the building, or need to leave your car 
parked, please do so in the Upper Parking Lot. The drive-way, aka ‘Dragon 
Drive’ is now only for drop-off and pick-up only. 
 

Please take a moment to review our campus expectations (attached) for 
Drop-Off & Pick-Up. 
 

Animals on Campus 
Please respect our rules for no animals/pets on campus; 
this includes our sidewalk area during student arrival and 
pick-up. With the exception of official service animals, if you 
have a furry friend with you, we would kindly ask you wait 
for your child well beyond the location of our student body. 
 

*New* Call-Button & Building Safety 
Our schools are now equipped with an exterior call-button that visitors will 
need to push to gain admittance into the building. The main office is the only 
point parents/visitors should be using to enter and exit the building; all other 
doors remained locked at all times. 
 

Once a month, our school conducts a safety drill. During this time, you may 
see a sign at our main entrance indicating we are drilling. Please do not enter 
the building at this time; please wait for a staff member to indicate it is 
appropriate to enter the building. 
 

Student Pick-Up/Bussing Changes 
Only parent/guardians and other contacts listed in our Skyward student 
management system are allowed to pick up students prior to our dismissal 
time at 2:40pm.  
 

If your child rides the bus, and you wish to pick them up at dismissal, you 
must make arrangements with the front office prior to 2:00pm the day of. 
Attempts to change bussing plans after 2:00pm are not encouraged, and may 

not be allowed if staff determines the schedule cannot be altered in a timely 
enough way to ensure student safety. 
 

Online Connections 
Please use our website for the most current and up-to-date information 
about what is happening at our school and in our district:  

 

                     https://www.cpps.org/o/elementary 
 

Heads up on Attendance 
It is so important for your child to attend school every day. Many lessons 
build upon prior learning, and so days missed often equate to missed 
opportunities for students to learn. Research has shown that regularly 
attending school has a significant impact on a child’s academic achievement. 
Davis administration will be focusing on the attendance of our students, and 
doing all we can to ensure our Dragons are in school every day. However, if 
your child cannot attend school on a particular day, especially due to illness 
or other unforeseen emergencies, please make sure to contact our office as 
soon as possible. If we have not heard from you by 8:30am, our secretaries 
will attempt to contact you to ensure your child is safe and accounted for.  
 

Attendance and ‘Dragon Dens’ 
In the next few weeks, students will learn about ‘Dragon Dens’. Students, 
school-wide, will be divided into four groups (Blue, Yellow, Green, and 
Purple) called ‘Dens’. Each class will have a balanced amount of students 
belonging to each Den. We will use these groups to facilitate school spirit and 
to host healthy competitions among the student body. The primary focus this 
year will be on attendance! Each trimester, the Den with the best attendance 
will be awarded the ‘Fire Trophy’, have a special banner hung in the 
commons, and get to enjoy a special ‘Jammin’ Recess’ put on by our 5th 
Grade Fire Team. You can help your child contribute to their Den by 
attending school daily! We may also use the Dens to promote other school-
wide activities and fundraisers throughout the year – In fact, see the 
attached PTA fundraiser flyer for the upcoming ‘Den Wars’ Penny-Drive. 
 

Letters to Blaze 
One of the most exciting thing about attending Davis Elementary is our 
resident dragon, Blaze! Everyone enjoys seeing Blaze when he is out and 
about, and you may not know that your child is welcome to write Blaze fan 
mail! While we can’t guarantee that he will write back, he does do his best to 
respond. Students are also encouraged to use the Letters to Blaze mailbox 
(located in the commons) to report things that they feel are unsafe and may 
be nervous about telling someone in person. It is a safe, risk-free way to 
report! Students can talk to their teacher about where to find the Letters to 
Blaze templates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept./Oct. 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

September 
28th – Picture Day: Grades K-3 
29th – Picture Day: Grades 4-5 
 
October 
17th – 20th Conference Week  
     -17th – No School 

     -20th – No School 
     -21st – No School 
 
31st – Literacy Parade 

http://www.cpps.org/
https://www.cpps.org/o/elementary
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Highly Capable (Hi-Cap) Fall Window Announcement 
Meeting the needs of all our students is important to all of us at Davis. Our 
Highly Capable Program (Hi-Cap) is one way we meet the needs of many of 
our learners who require more of an academic challenge. If you believe your 
child fits the following profile, you should consider filling out a nomination 
packet, available at the school or online at:  
https://www.cpps.org/page/highly-capable2 
 
Highly capable students are: students who perform or show potential for 
performing at significantly advanced academic levels when compared with 
others of their age, experiences, or environments. Outstanding abilities are 
seen within students' general intellectual aptitudes, specific academic 
abilities, and/or creative productivities within a specific domain. These 
students are present not only in the general populace but are present 
within all protected classes.  
 
Additionally, students who are highly capable may possess, but 
are not limited to, the following learning characteristics: (1) 
Capacity to learn with unusual depth of understanding, to retain 
what has been learned, and to transfer learning to new 
situations; (2) Capacity and willingness to deal with increasing 
levels of abstraction and complexity earlier than their 
chronological peers; (3) Creative ability to make unusual 
connections among ideas and concepts; (4) Ability to learn quickly 
in their area(s) of intellectual strength; and (5) Capacity for 
intense concentration and/or focus. 
 

Title 1 School Notice 
In compliance with the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) Davis Elementary would like to inform you that you may request 
information about the professional qualifications of your student’s teacher(s) 
or instructional paraprofessional(s).  
A. The following information may be requested for teacher(s): 

1. Whether the teacher has met Washington teacher certification 
requirements for the grade level and subject areas in which the 
teacher provides instruction. 

2. Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or other 
provisional status through which Washington qualifications or 
certification criteria have been waived. 

3. The college major and any graduate certification or degree held 
by the teacher.  

4. Whether the student is provided services by paraprofessionals, 
and if so, their qualifications. 

B. The following information may be requested for instructional 
paraprofessional(s):  

Paraprofessionals must work under the supervision of a certified teacher. In 
schools that operate a schoolwide program, all paraprofessionals must meet 
professional qualifications. In a Targeted Assistance program, any 
paraprofessional who is the direct supervision of a certificated teacher must 
meet the professional qualifications.  
Paraeducators can provide a copy of their high school diploma — transcripts 
are not necessary. Schools that operate a Title I, Part A program must have a 
high school diploma or GED and completed the following: 

1. Completed at least two years of study at an institution of higher 
education; or 

2. Obtained an associate’s or higher degree; or 
3. Pass the ETS ParaPro Assessment. The assessment measures skills, 

and content knowledge related to reading, writing and math;  
4. Completed previously the apprenticeship requirements and must 

present a journeycard or certificate. The portfolio and 
apprenticeships are no longer offered for enrollment; however, 
the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) will 
continue to honor this pathway. 
 

If you wish to request information concerning your child’s teacher’s and 
instructional paraprofessional’s qualification, please contact Davis Principal, 
Mark Ferraro or Assistant Principal, Chris Plucker at (509) 525-5110.  

 

Title 1 School Notice (cont.) 
Davis Elementary wishes to inform you that parents have the right to know 
about information regarding state and local assessments. We maintain this 
information at https://www.cpps.org/page/title-i If you wish to obtain a hard 
copy of this information, please contact our school office. 
 
Additionally, as a parent/guardian, you have the right to know that you may 
request information regarding any state or local education agency policy 
regarding student participation in any assessments. Please see the OSPI 
website for more information about state assessments:  
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing-overview 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAVIS ELEMENTARY 
STUDENT HANDBOOK 

In an effort to conserve resources, 
we are encouraging families to 

review our Parent/Student 
Handbook online at: 

www.cpps.org/o/elementary 
Click on ‘Student and Parent 

Resources’ and scroll down to open 
the handbook in English or Spanish. 

Can’t get online?  
Printed versions of the handbook are 

also available in the office. 

To View Handbook in English To View Handbook in Spanish 

Please email or call our Head Secretary, Fabiola Gutierrez, 
if you’d prefer a printed version of the Handbook, and we 

will make sure a copy is sent home with your child! 
fgutierrez@cpps.org     (509) 525-5110 

https://www.cpps.org/page/highly-capable2
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing-overview
http://www.cpps.org/o/elementary
mailto:fgutierrez@cpps.org

