
The new year has begun and our College 
Place Public School students arrived with 
excitement and wonder to classrooms across 
the district.  Gone are most of the pandemic 
restrictions, but left behind are students with 
different needs.  CPPS spent the spring and 
summer planning to support each student in 
a variety of ways.

This fall marks the beginning of many new things in 
College Place Public Schools.  All schools have implemented 
a student wellness curriculum to address needs in social 
emotional learning by giving students tools to build character 
skills that will support them each day; especially when times 
are tough.  The goal is for each student to be able to choose 
from a variety of strategies how they respond when they are 
presented with challenges.  All of these activities involve good 
old-fashioned face to face interactions with others as they 
practice the skills.  Something I am especially excited about!

Additionally, this fall CPPS hired additional counselors 
to support the academic and wellness work at College Place 
High School and at Davis Elementary.  As we push to ensure all 
students graduate career and college ready, a lot of work goes 
into the guidance of students along the way.  Now, more than 
ever, this guidance is balanced with academic and wellness 
support that allows students to develop their path to success.  
The additional counseling staff will surely support this work.

College Place 
Public Schools also 
committed to 
add additional 
personnel 
across build-
ings to sup-
port a variety 
of programs 
and students.  
Additional 
paraeducators 
were added in 
classrooms from 
the high school to 
the elementary in a 
commitment to provide 
the needed help students need.  
We look forward to the great successes for our students ahead.

Finally, as we enter the season of thanks, I want to extend 
a huge thank you to the College Place community for the 
continued support and commitment to the success of our 
young people.  Whether you have students in our schools or 
not, this partnership in many ways defines the overall success 
of our community.  Thank you for all you mean to us in College 
Place Public Schools.
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College Place Public Schools at a Glance
Vision Statement   Focusing on kids and their learning.

Mission Statement   As a College Place graduate, I will distinguish myself by communicating, leading, learning and serving with 
integrity. I am driven by a lifelong commitment of respect of others, the community, and myself.

College Place Public School District Guiding Principles   • All students have positive, personalized relationships where they feel 
connected, valued and inspired to learn and contribute.
•  Responsive, learner-centered environments that engage and rigorously challenge each student.
•  Students are connected to their community through real-life learning experiences, mentorships and adult advocacy.
•  All students learn through relevant, project-based, and collaborative experiences.

Current Full Time Student Enrollment - 1522        Davis - 694       Sager - 351        CPHS - 477

College Place Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of race, religion, creed, color, national origin, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The following employee has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights, Section 504 
Coordinator: James Fry, (509) 525-4827, jfry@cpps.org or Title IX Coordinator Marissa Waddell, (509) 525-4827, mwaddell@cpps.org. 1755 South College Avenue, College Place, Washington, 99324.

From Our Place to Yours
FALL  2022

They’re Back!
After what has seemed 
like an eternity, activities 
are back in full swing 
at all schools and the 
students are taking full 
advantage.  This fall CPPS 
programs have seen a 
boon of new participants 
in band, athletics, and 
all after school activities.  
New clubs have sprouted 
up from school to school 
as kids look to get back to 
“normal” life of enjoying 
being around one another.  CPHS Athletic Director Kenneth 
James said, “participation this fall is at an all time high in fall 

sports leading to great 
individual and team 
success.  We look forward 
to that continuing on 
into winter.”  CPPS offers 
programs that meet the 
needs of all students 

with a wide variety of interests as we work to engage our 
students in activities that promote personal ownership, 

teamwork, and success and growth.  If 
you have a CPPS child you would like 
to get involved in our programs, 
please contact your school as winter 
activities are gearing up soon!

Culture is not a document that hangs on the wall. Culture is what we 
believe, how we behave, and the experience our choice of behavior 

produces for others. Culture aligns everyone in the district around 
a common set of beliefs and behavior choices that ultimately 

determine how we prepare our students for the future.  It is the 
foundation on which our education community is built. Written statements 

help clarify the culture, but documents don’t build culture … our actions do!

Check out our Annual 
Community Report 

See annual notifications, state assessment 
results, teacher information and 

student demographics at: 

How are  
we doing?

 

¿Le 
gustaría leer este 

boletín en español?  
Escanea este enlace con la 

cámara de tu teléfono

Davis students enjoy the 
great meals served by the 
CPPS Nutrition Services Staff.

CPHS Volleyball players help clean 
the grounds at CPHS and SMS 
during the summer.



Same Faces in 
Amazing New 
Roles at Davis
by Mark Ferraro, Principal

Davis Elementary staff and 
students are excited about two 
familiar faces taking on new 
roles in our building this fall. 
Matthew Babcock is now in the 
role of SEL Pathway Specialist 
and James Palmer has 
transitioned into the SEL Para 
Educator at Davis. Mr. Babcock 
and Mr. Palmer, more fondly 

known as Mr. B and Mr. James around campus, use Davis’ 
building-wide PurposeFul People curriculum and other social 
emotional learning resources to help extend our building belief 
that “All Dragons Breathe FIRE.” This helps students identify 
their emotions, process their choices, and develop a toolkit that 
can be used to reflect and 
refocus.

 Step onto campus 
this year and you might 
witness Mr. B or Mr. James 
interacting with students 
in small groups or one-
on-one. Currently, Mr. B 
is working with the 5th 
grade FIRE team members 
to build cross grade level 
relationships and re-establishing our Safety Patrol Program. 
Similarly, Mr. James is facilitating students organizing a game 
to work on sportsmanship and build friendships outside during 
recess times throughout the school day. If you catch them 
around campus, please give a warm welcome to Mr. B and Mr. 
James in their new roles at Davis Elementary! 

Sager Success Fall 2022 
by Susan Bell, Principal

We are a learning community here at John Sager Middle 
School. We continue to research and implement best practices 
for our teaching and learning. We are hopeful that by working 
together across each grade level and using all support staff to 
this end we can better differentiate instruction for all of our 
students.

We are committed to working in collaboration with 
our families to continue to develop and implement this 
shared vision. A successful educational experience must be a 
partnership between the home and the school. Educators and 
parents alike contribute to the growth and development of our 
students’ lives. 

Sager is committed to providing excellent opportunities 
and experiences for all middle school students outside the 
classroom to help them find themselves. Sager has several 

opportunities for our students to show and highlight their 
skills and talents in various athletics and activities so far this 
fall. Sager athletics has had monumental growth this year 
as over a third of its student body is participating in Fall 
athletics.

The Sager band and choir have also seen growth. Our 
after-school programs Gear UP and 21st allow our students to 
explore many different interests and activities and will support 
a large number of students. 

As we work together, our efforts can provide the best 
possible educational experience for your child. We have so 
much to be proud of as a Sager Staff, Sager Family, and Sager 
Community. Thank you for helping build our future!

Sager Starts a FBLA Chapter
by Meghan Gonzalez

FBLA, Future Business Leaders of America, is a National 
Organization that has charters all over the country. It is a 
club that can be joined in Middle School, High School and in 
College. The focus of FBLA is to prepare and inspire students 

to become community minded business leaders through 
career preparation and leadership experience. 

FBLA at Sager Middle School is off to a very 
enthusiastic start this fall! Having this club at the middle 
school directly aligns with the values of John Sager Middle 
School and the College Place School District. 45 students 
showed up to the informational meeting, leaving only 
room to sit on the floor! 31 of those students decided to 
sign up to be Future Business Leaders of America! Our 
Middle Schoolers are so excited to be a part of this historic 
moment for Sager!

CPHS Hawks Return to Serve the 
Community! 
by Robert Aguilar, Principal

For the past two years, College Place High School has been 
unable to serve our community in the annual fall Community 
Service Day. However, with the pandemic limitations behind 
us, the start of the 2022-2023 school year saw the return of our 
annual Hawks Community Service Day!

The entire high school student body participated in this 
event. Coordinated and led by Assistant Principal Ambra 
Bryant, the Hawks were 
sent all throughout 
the community, 
including: 
Lions Park, Ft. 
Walla Walla, 
Walla Walla 
University, 
and even here 
on our own campus. 

Despite the heat, our 
students really stepped 
up and gave back to our 

community. The Service Day is just one way our students 
work to serve and give back to the community that gives 
them so much.  Way to go Hawks for representing the CP Way!

WSU GEAR UP Getting CPHS 
Students Ready for College
by Anabrenda Blethen

WSU GEAR UP had an amazing 
summer and funding a variety 
of activities! Nine CPHS students 
went to Arizona where they toured 
Arizona State, Grand Canyon 
University, and Northern Arizona 
University. They learned all about 
life on campus, financial aid, and 
the whole application process. 

The next out-of-state trip 
was to California where six CPHS 

students visited Stanford, UC Berkeley, Cal Poly, UCLA, USC 
and UC Santa Barbara. GEAR UP also held two College Survival 
Camps; one at Washington State University and the other at 
Eastern Washington University. 

We had a FAFSA/WASFA night at CPHS and one at Valle 
Lindo. There will be other opportunities for students and 
guardians to complete the FAFSA with the support of our local, 
college financial aid specialists. GEAR UP brought in SAGE 
College Prep Services from Tri Cities to hold a 4-day SAT Prep 
for the October SAT test day. In November, there will be more 
college tours to UW in Seattle, Western Washington University, 
Gonzaga, and Eastern Washington University so students can 
get one last look before making their final decisions.

CPPS and WW Blue Zones 
Committed to Kids’ Health
Recently, College Place Public Schools partnered with 
Walla Walla Blue Zone Project to hold a bike rodeo at Davis 
Elementary School, as well as a Safe Routes to School Project.  
The purpose of the joint venture is to encourage students to 
walk, bike, or roll to school to promote their health.  Research 
shows that students who are physically active are also more 
academically successful.

Students attended the Rodeo to receive free bike 
helmets, instruction, and bike repairs.  Kids 
were then encouraged to ride to school 
in the following week during the Safe 
Routes to School Project.  CPPS and Blue 
Zones outlined a number of safe routes 
(identified because of safe sidewalks, 
etc.) with signage asking the kids to 
walk, bike, or roll to school.  

CPPS looks to find even more ways to 
encourage students to engage in healthy 
habits that will shape a lifetime.

GROW IT
As College Place Public Schools continues to grow, we are doing 
a number of things to make our schools safer and provide more 
learning and activity spaces. CPPS just completed the addition 
and updating of the second set of six portable classrooms at 
Davis Elementary School to provide new classrooms for 2nd grade, 
Technology, Special Education, and many more. Also, CPPS is in the 
middle of expanding our transportation area to provide 
an area that is safer for our drivers to park and to make 
room for new buses and district vehicles needed to 
serve our students. Finally, we will begin the excavation 
of a portion of the 40-acre field to the West of the CPHS/
SMS campus to plant grass for team and community 
green space use next spring. #GROWIT
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