
Greetings Marauder Families! 

 

It is hard to believe that we are wrapping up the 2019-20 school year and I am sure that many of you are thankful 

that we can put this Spring behind us!  I want to thank all of the staff who have worked so hard over these past few 

weeks to keep learning opportunities in front of our students as well as those who showed up every day to prepare 

breakfasts and lunches, pass out meals, or diligently clean our buildings and classrooms.  Finally, thank you to all of 

the parents and students for helping us finish out our school year successfully under such unusual circumstances. 

 

I want to personally congratulate the Class of 2020 – we continue to look forward to honoring our graduates at a 

summer commencement and we will publish those details as soon as we possibly can. 

 

Also, I would like to extend “best wishes” to those who are retiring or moving on from Ovid-Elsie.  Congratulations 

to Elaine Sheedlo, Amber Vogt, Stacy Doubrava, and Annette Good as they retire from the District and also “best 

wishes” to Ashley Windnagle who recently accepted a position as Literacy Coach at Clinton County RESA.  On the 

flip side, I’d like to welcome Mr. Jesse Johnson as our new Athletic Director.  

Our tentative start date for the 2020-2021 school year is Wednesday, August 26th!  I know everyone is anxious about 

what the Fall may look like but at this point, we have very little guidance from the State and very little to offer our 

community in terms of updates.  I am currently involved with a “committee” to reopen schools and to make 

recommendations to the Governor’s Task Force.  We recognize that there are many “unknowns, fears and barriers”, 

but we are working hard to find opportunities and solutions.   

I strongly believe that we will be back in session this Fall – what it looks like is still to be determined.  Districts are 

encouraged to make three (3) plans: 

1) Going back to school just like any other year; 

2) Going back to school 100% virtual (online); and, 

3) Going back to school using a hybrid model or flexible schedule. 

 

We will do everything we possibly can to conduct face-to-face schooling next year.  If we have to continue remote 

learning, or even a portion of our learning must take place online, we will be in a good position with our technology 

grant and the roll-out of additional devices to essentially make Ovid-Elsie a 1-1 District.  Internet connectivity 

continues to be an issue in our area, but we are investigating options and solutions for this as well.  Watch for more 

information in the weeks ahead! 

 

I’ve been asked by a few parents on how to prepare for the Fall and really my only advice is this – be flexible!  Talk 

with your child(ren) about the possibility of having to wear a mask at school or having a flexible schedule.  Prepare 

for the Fall by purchasing reusable or throw away masks, hand sanitizer or wipes throughout the summer.  Explore 

connectivity and data options in your area to be as prepared as you can for Internet courses. 

 

Our staff will be going through extensive Professional Development this summer as part of our technology grant so I 

am confident that our staff will be more prepared to deliver content in a variety of ways next year, whether we are in 

the classroom or done remotely. 

 

In addition, we are prepping our buildings for reopening this summer for some activities such as summer school and 

athletic camps and training.  There is also a great deal of bond work happening throughout the District this summer 

so please pay close attention to signs posted throughout the District. 

 

I wish you all a very safe and happy summer vacation and we will see you in the Fall! 

 

Yours in education, 

 

Dr. Ryan L. Cunningham, Superintendent, Ovid-Elsie Area Schools 


