
CONNECTIONS
Carthage isd ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Newsletter•march 2016•volume Ii



from the vice president

from the president

 Have you paid your membership dues of only $15 for 2016?  If so, then you 
have helped alumni and educational news get shared through this awesome maga-
zine, and you have supported the Homecoming Distinguished Alumni Reception 
where we gather to visit and celebrate our very own.  With your dues paid, you are 
guaranteed to get our next Connections magazine installment!
 Have you contributed to the Cornerstone Club?  If you donate your non-
taxable gift of $100 along with your $15 dues, those additional funds support the 
Education Foundation, which supports our children and their classroom education!
 Have you offered a memorial or honorarium?  We gladly accept these gifts 
and encourage you to designate yours to help with the alumni Connections maga-
zine or magazine mailing costs or Distinguished Alumni Reception or our general fund.
 Have you made your nomination for Distinguished Alumni?  Nomination submissions for 2016 close 
August 1.  Recipients will be celebrated at Homecoming on September 9.  If you know someone from your class, 
or any class, defined as distinguished, please submit your recommendation!
 Have you let us know of your upcoming class reunion?  All of your reunion details can hold a special 
place in our next edition of Connections if you just share that information with us.  Also, don’t forget to take pic-
tures at your reunion and share them with us so we can share your fun with other alumni here in Connections!

       Gina Sue Bradley, Class of ‘95

 Welcome back to the second issue of Connections. In this issue, we are featur-
ing CHS graduates who have remained, or returned, to live in our hometown and 
in some unique way each of these former Bulldogs has contributed to its prosperity. 
Welcome back!
 While preparing this material, I have reflected on my own Carthage heritage. I 
attended Carthage schools from Libby Elementary through Carthage High School and 
then returned to teach for 29 years, never regretting my career decisions. My teachers 
instilled a forever love of learning in me… Mrs. Betty Bounds, Mrs. Kathryn Clark, 
Mrs. Pearl Barnett, Mrs. Rosa Lee Edge, Mrs. Leila Belle LaGrone, and Mrs. Irene 
Copeland…the list just keeps growing. It is our in this issue purpose to spark some 
memories from your past.
 Having returned to CISD as a teacher, I became colleagues and friends with some of my former teachers. 
That was kind of weird at first. One example that I can share is my connections to Mr. Bill Tatum. I met Coach 
Tatum when I was four years old, and he taught me to swim and jump from the diving board grabbing onto a 
cane fishing pole. Later, when I was in high school, he was the high school boys’ basketball coach, taking his 1970 
team to the state playoffs. My senior year, he was the assistant principal. After earning my degree from Texas A 
& M, I became one of his faculty members. When he retired, we became friends. This kind of connection is what 
being from, and living in, a small town is all about…relationships that last a lifetime.
 Please consider joining the CISD Alumni Association so that we can continue to reach other CHS 
graduates.

       Bulldog Forever,
       Nancy Langford, Class of ‘71
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upcoming reunions
1966:  Contact Jane Ray
  janeray2000@hotmail.com
  903.693.3340

1976:  July 16, 2016 - 6 p.m.-12 p.m.
  Texas Country Music Hall of Fame
  Contact Kristi Hook Koonce
  KLHooKoo@aol.com
  903.237.8747

1986:  September 9-10, 2016
  Details to follow
  Facebook page - CHS Class of ‘86



 Carthage Independent School District Board 
of Trustees is led by President Mary Ella Davis Sher-
man, CHS class of 1978. Having considered becoming 
a teacher while attending Baylor University, she now 
feels fortunate to be involved in operating her home-
town school system.
 As a student in Carthage, she felt “taken care 
of ” and knew that teachers would notify her parents 
if there were any type of problem because the teachers 
only wanted the best for her. She knew “their hearts 
were in the right place.” Sherman appreciated the di-
versity and versatility of friends.
 Sherman was greatly influenced by her hard-
working mother, her gregarious father, and Coach 
Sandra Walker who asked her to become a manager for 
the CHS girls’ basketball team. The position included 
developing responsibilities, keeping accurate records, 
and building confidence; skills that have helped Sher-
man throughout her life. A memorable event during 
high school was a trip to Paris with her French instruc-
tor Mrs. Nancy Gregg. 
 At Baylor, Sherman met her future husband 
Robert, a local attorney, and was awarded a degree in 
interior design. After living in large cities for several 
years, they moved to Carthage to raise their family in a 
place filled with family and friends.  Sherman perceives 
that her 13 years on the school board are a way to 
give back to her community and a means of enacting 
positive changes for the local schools where her three 
children attended.
 The most challenging aspect of being a board 
member is facing decisions that affect a person’s life 
and that of their families, but sometimes those kinds of 
decisions are necessary parts of the job. She encourages 
parental involvement in student activities so that the 
parents understand the circumstances and situations 
involving students and educators.
 Sherman predicts that CISD will continue to 
move forward, grow, and improve. New plans are in 
the works for more varied vocational offerings. These 
will be coordinated with Panola College and result in 
students being prepared for work. In addition, she is 
impressed with the support that residents give to the 
schools in sports, academics, and bond elections for 
improvements.
 Sherman enjoys time at the lake, traveling, and 
playing with her grandson George. She has no regrets 
in moving back to Carthage because she believes that 
there is no better place to raise a family and become a 
part of a community.

Mary Ella Davis Sherman
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 Being an outdoorsman at heart, Judge Terry Bailey 
treasures the time he spends farming and hunting. Living in 
Panola County, this Carthage High School graduate of 1966 
believes that he has chosen the perfect place for enjoying life 
to the fullest.
 When Bailey decides to focus on doing his very 
best, he becomes a person who can accomplish a great deal. 
At CHS, he put his all into football and track while learning 
the importance of teamwork and discipline. After earning a 
degree from North Texas University, he chose to put his all 
into law school. At South Texas College of Law, he discov-
ered that he was academically prepared as well as those 
students from more prestigious schools, and he was deter-
mined to excel. He remains grateful for his good teachers 
and education in Carthage schools.
 The influences on Bailey’s life were varied. His father 
Davis Bailey, Sr. was a local attorney involved in politics who 
encouraged Terry to read news magazines.  He offered his 
son a job in his firm and served as a good example as a judge 
on the County Court.  Also, Terry is grateful to his English 
teacher, Dea Hopkins, for advancing him from her worst 
student to her best in ninth grade. He also was inspired by 
history teachers Kathryn Clark and Betty Bounds and even 
considered teaching as an alternate career.
 As law school ended, Bailey turned down an im-
pressive offer to practice in a large Houston firm so that he 
could return to his hometown and go into private practice. 
He was self-motivated and soon realized that he had to work 
seven days a week to represent his clients. 
 After 25 years, he decided to enter politics and was 
elected Panola County Court-at-law Judge, a position he has 
held for 17 years. Judge Bailey believes in running on his 
own money and on his own merit. Avoiding any appearance 
of impropriety or partiality,  he is a fair and temperate judge 
who demands respect in his courtroom. He takes his mission 
of representing the citizens of Panola County very seriously. 
 Confirmation of his skills in the courtroom have 
come from appellate courts that have accepted his theories 
and adopted his rationales to form new state laws. He also 
sites his work with the Drug Court as a worthwhile en-
deavor. The district attorney, several judges, and Bailey meet 
regularly with probationers for drug-related offenses to enact 
intervention efforts. Judge Bailey views drugs as the biggest 
problem facing Panola County.
 Judge Bailey interacts with area young people as a 
baseball and football coach. When former players call him 
“Coach” and tell him of successes in their lives, he feels that 
he has made a difference.
 Judge Bailey knows that he made the right choice in 
returning to Carthage to raise his family, enjoy the outdoors, 
and help make Carthage the envy of many surrounding com-
munities.

Judge Terry Bailey

March 2016 | Alumni Newsletter   5



Reconnecting with the class of 1963 



Ken Andrus
 The black and red cover of the 1963 Pine 
Burr features an embossed picture of a CHS class 
ring. It was Ken Andrus’ senior ring! He claims it 
was used because it was the largest ring in his senior 
class. Fortunately, that is not his only memory of 
good times at Carthage High.
 Andrus’ years at CHS were made enjoyable 
by good teachers and legendary coaches. Mrs. Mau-
reen Biggerstaff prepared him so well that he was 
given the choice of skipping freshman English at Pa-
nola. On the football field, Coach Willis trained him 
as a guard on the Bulldog team. In those days, the 
football players nominated the homecoming court 
and selected the queen and as luck would have it, his 
nominee won. Fellow students showed school spirit 
by participating in cheerleading, pep squad, band 
and by wearing spirit ribbons during the week. After 
school, students gathered at the Dairy Queen and 
continuously drove the loop around the square and 
back to the Dairy Queen located on South Shelby 
Street.
 After attending Panola College, Andrus 
graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University 
with a major in political science and a minor in soci-
ology. He began coaching and teaching in Jefferson 
ISD and acquired his real estate salesman license. 
In 1980, he earned his broker’s license. After three 
years in education, he moved into the savings and 
loan business which eventually brought him back to 
Carthage to work with Lewis and Inez Pool.
 With encouragement from his wife Belinda, 
Andrus opened his real estate office in Carthage. He 
knew Carthage was a great place to raise his young 
son and daughter as well as become involved in the 
community. His stepfather Judge Leroy LaSalle was 
a great influence on Ken’s life. LaSalle was an intel-
ligent lawyer who was very civic-minded and was 
instrumental in improving the area highways.
 In 2000 Andrus was named Citizen of the 
Year by the Panola County Chamber of Commerce 
and then in 2001 he won a seat on the CISD Board of 
Trustees on which he has served for 15 years. Ken is 
also a member of the Lions Club and participates in 
the annual show.
 Andrus believes his return to Carthage was 
the greatest move that he ever made and enjoys fre-
quently getting together with his CHS classmates to 
relive the “glory days at CHS.” March 2016 | Alumni Newsletter   7
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Otis K. Amy
 “Be the best that you can be” is the 
attitude that Principal Otis Amy, class of 1985, 
promotes at Carthage High School in an atmo-
sphere of excellence.
 Amy is elated to be back in his home-
town where he attended school and where he 
always felt a sense of unity in a close-knit, yet 
diverse, community. One of his favorite teachers 
was Bonnie Pope who made learning fun and 
entertaining while showing a genuine interest in 
her students. Another very influential teacher 
was Paula Carter who demanded excellence and 
held high expectations for each individual per-
son.
 After graduating from CHS, Amy 
earned two bachelor degrees and two master 
degrees as well as served in the United States 
Army. For twenty-six years, he has been in the 
business of educating youth at Sulphur Springs, 
San Antonio, Plano, Marshall, Henderson, and 
now Carthage.
 Amy’s greatest achievement, in his 
opinion, is the Carthage Bulldog Athletic Hall of 
Honor. As its founder, he proudly points to for-
mer CHS sports participants whose plagues line 
the wall in this special room on the high school 
campus. The inspiration for this project came to 
Amy during the memorial service for longtime 
local sports writer Ted Leach. An annual induc-
tion ceremony is held in the fall to honor former 
Bulldog athletes, coaches, and boosters.
 Outside of school and school activi-
ties, Mr. Amy is associate pastor, Sunday School 
teacher, and Men’s Leadership teacher at his 
church. He also enjoys reading. Currently, he is 
reading Dale Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and 
Influence People, and he highly recommends The 
Way of the Shepherd by Dr. Kevin Leman.
 Another interest of Amy is detailing 
cars, a skill he learned from his uncles as a young 
man. He gets plenty of practice on his sky blue 
corvette that his wife of eleven years drives. His 
family includes his mother, who is retired and 
still living in DeBerry, and five grown children 
and two grandchildren. His mother has always 
been an encouraging supporter and is a graduate 
of Turner High School. She ran track for Texas 
Southern and passed on her love of competition 
to Otis.
 Amy enjoys reconnecting with his for-
mer classmates, maintaining a successful learn-
ing environment, honoring former Bulldogs, and 
encouraging a new generation to be the best that 
they can be.



Reconnecting with the class of 1975 



Reba Harris Allison
 “ I enjoyed going to work every day,” said 
Reba Harris Allison, Carthage High School gradu-
ate of 1966 who served as the only woman superin-
tendent for CISD. 
 Allison attended Carthage schools from 
first grade through twelfth and then earned her de-
grees from Stephen F. Austin State University. She 
felt very well prepared for college and used Mrs. 
Leila Belle LaGrone’s  method of writing research 
papers every time she was assigned a term paper. 
Allison’s love for literature began in LaGrone’s class 
while her affinity for grammar and foreign languag-
es was spurred by Mrs. Maureen Biggerstaff.
 A memorable moment in CHS occurred 
when Sophomore Allison and Senior Lynnell 
Jackson defeated a highly-touted Pine Tree debate 
team and consequently went to UIL State competi-
tion. Their coaches were Earl Cariker and Ben C. 
Grant who later became a judge of the 71st Judicial 
District of Texas.
 Allison began her professional career  as 
a speech therapist in Pine Tree then was hired to 
teach in Carthage. Eventually, after earning her 
masters degree, she was named special education 
counselor, followed by serving as special education 
director. Superintendent Marvin Crawford promot-
ed Allison to Administrative Assistant, and she was 
named Assistant Superintendent by Mac Wheat.
 As CISD superintendent, Allison expresses 
pride in the construction of the current Bulldog 
Football Stadium on the high school campus and 
the drilling of deep water wells around the high 
school to reduce expenses. The only time her 
gender was considered, by some, as a problem was 
when she was required to recommend a head foot-
ball coach candidate, but she stands firmly by her 
choice of Scott Surratt who has brought four state 
championships to CHS.
 In dealing with disgruntled parents, Al-
lison took the concerns very seriously and tried to 
settle them to the satisfaction of all. She always en-
couraged parents to be advocates for their children. 
Her own two children gave her different viewpoints 
of parenthood that she remembered when dealing 
with issues.
 Since retirement, Allison avidly listens to 
audio books, works in her yard, plays bridge, and 
travels. She spends time with her three grandchil-
dren and continues to support CISD as a Education 
Foundation director.
 Allison believes that the small town 
atmosphere of Carthage is unique, and she does 
not believe that she has missed anything by living, 
working, and raising her children in a community 
in which the people know and care for each other. 
She would like to see more economic opportunities 
for young people to remain in East Texas as she did.
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Stuart Lipsey
 Carthage is “a better fit” for Stuart 
Lipsey, CHS graduate of 1999, as he describes 
why he and his wife Brooke chose to establish 
their home in their hometown. Of course, family 
and business were also considerations.
 Lipsey grew up in Carthage and ob-
served the intense work efforts of his parents 
who operated funeral homes in Carthage. “Our 
lives revolved around being available for families 
whenever we were needed no matter the plans 
that had to be adjusted,” said Lipsey. “Having 
grown up with this type of lifestyle, it has be-
come normal for us.” 
 Lipsey credits Alice and Mark Osborne 
with adding dimension to his early life by taking 
time to interact with him. His life was filled with 
calm, mature people that gave him a well-round-
ed perspective of life.
 Great friendships were forged with 
baseball players from pre-k through high school. 
The local boys on his teams were like family. 
Even though, Lipsey now wishes that he had 
not goofed off so much in high school, he does 
have some great memories. One of the best was 
his first date with his best friend and future wife 
Brooke Dorsey.
 Lipsey appreciates the many great teach-
ers that he had in high school:  Bud Worley, 
Coach Stan Davis, John Boland, Coach Doug 
Reed, and Brenda Milstead. At Panola College, 
Mary Nell King sponsored a European trip as 
part of her class, and Stuart “saw the world” for 
the first time.
 After earning a business administration 
degree at University of Texas at Austin, Lipsey 
attended Commonwealth Mortuary School in 
Houston. Then, it was back to Carthage for mar-
riage and a job in the family business. 
 The Lipseys have two children, Olivia 
and Travis, who attend Carthage schools. They 
chose Carthage to raise their family because of 
family, job opportunities, great sense of com-
munity spirit, worthwhile organizations, and 
churches. Stuart likes participating in Lions Club 
activities and the Sharon Temple Shriner efforts. 
He also serves our community on the Fire Dis-
trict Board.
 At home Lipsey maintains a menagerie 
with his children that includes a pony, goats, 
chickens, and dogs. He enjoys playing baseball 
with his son and living in a community where 
his family truly “fits.”



Brenda Scott Samford

 The City of Carthage is efficiently and 
competently operated daily by City Manager 
Brenda Scott Samford, CHS Class of 1976. In this 
position, she carries out the policies enacted by the 
city commissioners and oversees 8 different depart-
ments with 85 employers. Her success is a result 
of listening to people with understanding ears and 
showing compassion for citizens’ concerns.
 Samford is quick to recognize those who 
have influenced her life. First, her grandmother 
Mrs. Hazel Hill encouraged her to never give up 
and to always do her best in whatever Brenda chose 
to do. In addition, Mrs. Martha Hopkins and Mrs. 
Kathryn Clark were passionate, amazing teach-
ers who made learning important. As Vocational 
Office Education teacher, Mrs. Jeretta Thompson 
assigned Brenda to a part-time job at Carthage City 
Hall. Consequently, City Manager Charles Thomas 
hired Samford to work full-time and presented her 
with opportunities to advance from city secretary 
to deputy manager until he retired, and she moved 
into her current position.
 In recalling her high school experiences, 
Samford speaks of pep rallies, pep squad, and 
the annual bonfire as well as hurried lunches off 
campus at Chick Inn and Vic’s Malt Shop. She also 
remembers Mr. Herman Gates who would delight 
the students by imitating a train and thus earned 
the nickname “Train.”
 One of the unique aspects of remaining in 
Carthage is the different relationships that develop 
and change over the years. An example was having 
Mr. John Cordray as teacher and then working with 
him years later as Judge Cordray.
 Samford represents Carthage wherever 
she goes. She is a member of the Rotary Club and 
serves on various boards:  East Texas Commission 
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, East Texas Regional 
Development Board, and Texas Municipal League.
 As her March 31 retirement date nears, 
Samford is optimistic about the future of her home-
town and its potential. She is looking forward to 
spending time with her husband Barry, their 2 sons, 
and soon-to-be four grandchildren, but also keep-
ing an eye on things at City Hall.
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Reconnecting with the class of 1995 



Reconnecting with the class of 2005 



Memorials
Membership is open to all 
graduates of CHS, Turner, 
their spouses, faculty, staff, 

former students, and friends 
of CISD. Your dues will pay 
for the cost of mailing the 
newsletters and help with 

the cost of the Distinguished 
Alumni reception.

Carthage ISD Alumni Association 
Membership Form

E-mail membership form to 
charkrider@carthageisd.org 

or mail to 
CISD Alumni Association 

#1 Bulldog Dr. 
Carthage, TX 75633

You will also find 
instructions to 

nominate a candidate 
to the 2016 Distin-

guished Alumni Hall 
of Fame.

For the online membership 
form and more information, 

visit our website
www.carthageisd.org

and click on 
Alumni Association

Name               
Maiden Name                
Address        
                  
City               
State              
Zip               
Graduation Year           
   •$15 Annual Dues
   •$200 Lifetime Dues
   •$115 Cornerstone Club Dues

Diane Liston Anderson
Roselyn H. Bagwell

Billy Baker
Betty Bounds

Henry L. Brown
Eugene Chadwick

Robert Davis
Cole DePriest

Agnes Downer
Arrie Jernigan Goodson

Ben C. Hart
June Holland

Leland Holland
Charles Holmes
Jeanette Horn

Linda Shumate Kiser
Milly Kyle

Clayton LaGrone
Helen Milam

Tommy McQuery
Hazel Pike

Margie Poss
Margie Anderson Ray

Jack Reeves
Taylor Ross

Kathlyn Tuttle
**Donations to the CISD Education Foundation have 

been received as memorials during 2015 and 2016.
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Mrs. Dutton’s class enjoys time outside at 
the outdoor solar system. Her students are 

learning about the different type of rocks and 
familiarizing themselves with where Carthage is 
located. This outdoor creation was donated by 

The Charles C. Matthews Foundation.


