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Who inspires you?
Instead of being intimidated to follow Nancy Williams Langford 
as Alumni Association President, I am inspired!  How can I not 
be inspired by her enthusiasm and creativity and kindness?  She 
has been inspiring me since she sponsored our CJHS 8th grade 
student council.

This issue of Connections contains all kinds of inspiration: 
inspiring 2018 Distinguished Alumni, reunion inspiration from 
a few of our classes, personal stories of inspiration and even a 
timeline of Homecoming mum inspiration.

It is our hope you will be inspired to find the Membership Form 
at the back of the magazine and become a part of the group.  Tell 
your friends to join, too.  It is still fun to be a Bulldog and by be-
ing a member you are guaranteed to receive a copy our alumni 
magazine Connections.

Who or what will you inspire today?
Proud to be a Bulldog,
Gina Sue Rogers Bradley, Class of 1995

A Message from the Alumni Association President

Nancy Gregg was the “force” that inspired me to 
take the job of Executive Director of the CISD 
Education Foundation.  She was there from the 
beginning in 2002.  Nancy is a true leader.  The 
many activities associated with the Education 
Foundation are a true testament to her abilities 
to create and organize functions to ensure the 
success of the Foundation.  I am now in my 6th 
year as Executive Director and I can only hope 
I can “fill her shoes” halfway!  She is one classy 
lady!
-Cynthia Harkrider, 
Education Foundation Executive Director
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{LOOK FOR THESE REUNION 

PICTURES IN THE SPRING MAGAZINE}
1998:  October 6, 2018

Contact Amber Allison -Wilcots
(903)407-9773

1968: October 6, 2018
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Visitation 4-6 PM at Civic Center 
Group picture at 6 pm

Dinner & Program 6 pm
Contact Pat Browning

(903)754-1600
   



Cindy Deloney, CHS class of 1988, has found some inspiration in her life from an 
unlikely “alumni” – The Esquire Theatre. 

“I have so many great memories of The Esquire from growing up, going to movies with 
my family, and later meeting friends there.  I remember my mother, father, and uncle telling me of their 
memories of going there when they were young: the ticket machine spitting out your ticket, the smell of 
popcorn already hitting you standing at the window to pay, the pink ladies’ room and the blue men’s room, 
the cry room and those double seats!”

Cindy, who lives on Lake Murvaul, is the Carthage Main Street Manager.  “Moving back home to Carthage 
and joining the City of Carthage as Main Street Manager five years ago, I had to get to know downtown 
Carthage as it is today.  Main Street is under the umbrella of the Texas Historical Commission, and that’s 
right up my alley, preserving our history, our buildings, in essence our memories, for generations to come.”

Cindy was inspired, along with many others, to restore The Esquire to look more like its roots. “With the 
blessing of the new owner and a lot of help we were able to close the Esquire right after the 2016 Christmas 
show and reopen on February 4, 2017, to a beautifully restored 
lobby, restrooms, and concession stand.  So many amazing people 
were inspired by that building as much as I was and they gave so 
much of their time, money, and talents to The Esquire.”

Cindy also devotes her time to her community as Carthage Civic 
Center Marketing Specialist Secretary, Panola County 
Heritage Foundation Board Member, The Country 
Music Hayride Member, Panola County Historical 
and Genealogical Association Board Member, Texas 
Country Music Hall of Fame and the Tex Ritter 
Museum, and CISD Alumni Association.

And she inspires others with her enthusiasm. “There is 
still so much to do to get the Esquire where we all want 
it to be. At the time I’m writing this, I’m very hopeful 
that the future looks bright for this inspiring building, 
this little piece of our history in downtown Carthage.  
After all, it’s our memories!”
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Inspired Connections
Jennifer Myers

 Jennifer Newton Myers, CHS class of 1996, is a science teacher at 
Carthage Junior High, and she was inspired to study and teach science by 
her Carthage High School Biology teacher Celia Pyle.

“Mrs. Pyle was an incredible teacher.  She made biology not only exciting 
but she made sure we all understood what she was teaching.  She had a way 
of explaining things with humor and sometimes sarcasm, which is what I 
think I loved about her.  Class was always fun, even on days we had to take 
notes, which is no one’s favorite thing.  We did a lot of lab investigations.  I 
guess I always knew I wanted to teach but she really made me want to teach 
science.  She just had a way of talking to us that I really admired.  I even did 
part of my student teaching under her in 2001!  It was quite an honor to be 
able to do that.”

Jennifer lives in Carthage with her husband David where she is a member 
of Carthage Book Forum and trains her dogs for competition in obedience, rally, barn hunt, agility 
and nose work.  She is the Science Department Head at the junior high and says, “I want my students 
to have a love for learning!  I want them to want to ask questions and dig for answers.  I want my 
students to find their passion and follow it.  In class, we talk about different things they can do in 
college if they like certain subjects.”  

Jennifer remembers, “Mrs. Pyle loved hummingbirds! I even remember getting her a hummingbird 
sun-catcher as a thank you for my student teaching experience.  I remember lots of really funny 
things from class as one of her students. I fondly remember our Biology II trip to Houston and 
Galveston.  I got so sick on the boat that I just ended up sleeping from all the Dramamine! And a 
bit of something funny from class, some of my classmates will remember this:  Watch out for those 
juices!!!”

Jennifer is a passionate teacher and declares, “If all my students leave CISD and find their passion, 
then I feel like I did my job!”



 Fred W. Scott, Jr., CHS class of 1971, found inspiration in teacher 
Mr. Howard Rhiddlehover.  

“He taught Algebra. I always had trouble with math, but he took a 
lot of time with me and was very patient, and I finally succeeded. 
He taught me to keep working hard at things until you prevail. That 
lesson has repeated itself throughout life.”  Fred goes on to say that Mr. 
Rhiddlehover “was very personable as a teacher. He reduced complex 
issues to simplicity. He removed my frustration with a subject that I had 

had trouble mastering, and that was inspirational.”

Fred carries those lessons with him today.  
Recently retired from Exxon Mobil, he lives in 
Pearland, Texas, with his wife Diane where he 
has also been a coach for a running club in the 
Houston area for 15 years.  He helps train people 
to run all types of races from 5Ks to Marathons 
which are 26.2 miles.

He seeks to inspire those around 
him be executing a task to its fruition.  “I am a man 
of my word. To use what may now be a cliché, I try to 
follow the Golden Rule.”

Fred plans to enjoy his retirement with some reading 
and traveling, and he will absolutely keep on running.
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Distinguished Alumni 
Jim Payne
CHS Class of 1962

Jimmy Payne is from a long line of Panola County families. He is the son 
of Robert Henry Payne Jr. and Ivy Mae Madole Payne. Jim and his wife of 
47 years Sandy Roe have two daughters, Betsy Cooney and Julie Turner. 
The Paynes also have three granddaughters, Ella Turner, and Finley and Ivy 
Cooney.

Jim began his 51-year career with First State Bank & Trust in 1967, rising to 
Chairman of the Board and CEO. He perfected his craft in the banking indus-
try by attending several different schools of banking. He has also been a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Texas Independent Bankers Association.

Jim has been a member of the First United Methodist Church for over 50 
years, and has served as an Administrative 
Board member and as Treasurer.

His community service encompasses many 
areas, from being a founding member of the 
Panola County Girls Softball Association 
to being a current member of the Panola 
County Chamber of Commerce. He is also a 
former president and a director of the CISD 
Education Foundation. Jim has contributed 
many, many hours to the betterment of our 
community in leadership positions and also 
as a hands-on behind-the-scenes person.



Distinguished Alumni 
Bob Browning

CHS Class of 1952
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Robert Douglas Browning II, known to every-
one as Bob, was born November 14, 1933 to J.A. 
(Jake) and Mary Lee Parker Browning. He has 
lived in Carthage the majority of his life, starting 
first grade and continuing through to gradua-
tion from Carthage High School in 1952. 

He attended Panola College, Kilgore College, 
and graduated from Centenary College with a 
degree in Accounting. He served his country 
in the United States Army during the Korean 
Conflict. During this time he married his high 
school sweetheart, Mary Lou Sinclair. They have 
four children: Kaylee Godwin, Cheri Bagley, 
Robin Harbour, and Robert Browning.

Bob has been active in community activities, including being an avid Car-
thage High School athletic supporter for over 60 years. He was instrumen-
tal in restoring the Carthage Athletic Booster Club. For his generous dona-
tion of time, commitment and support, he was awarded the “Top Dawg” 
Award in 2012. In addition to his contributions in the area of athletics, he 
has supported his community by serving on many civic boards, as well as 
that of the First Christian Church.

Bob is a dedicated husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, patriot, 
mentor, community member, history buff, and #1 BULLDOG FAN!
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Born in Granger, Texas, to E.B. and Orita 
Morrison, Eddie Morrison moved to Car-
thage in 1957 when his father accepted 
the position of Carthage Independent 
School District Assistant Superintendent. 
His mother taught speech and drama. 
Graduating in 1966, Eddie continued his 
studies at Southwestern Methodist Uni-
versity, University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, and finished his resi-
dency in pathology at Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital. He served one year on the 
faculty of University of Texas Southwest-
ern Medical School, and then he moved to Waco to begin a private practice. 
After garnering many honors and accolades in both his professional life and 
community endeavors, he retired in 2016.
Eddie has been involved in Boy Scouts of America since he was a youngster, 
earning the rank of Eagle Scout. As an adult, he has served as Cub Master 
and Scout Master for several years, receiving Scoutmaster Award of Merit 
along with other awards from Boy Scouts of America.  He served on the staff 
of five National Boy Scouts of America Jamborees and one World Jamboree. 
He is married to the former Ellie Smith. They have two children, Dr. Mary 
Bennet and Evan Morrison, and four grandchildren.
In retirement, Dr. Morrison continues his work with the Boy Scouts of 
America, and active participation at First Methodist Church. He enjoys 
chauffeuring his wife to her position at Boy Scouts of America. He also man-
ages to find time for fly fishing, tying flies, cooking, camping, and hiking.

Distinguished Alumni 
Dr. Eddie Morrison 

CHS Class of 1966
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Timeline: Carthage Homecoming Mums

1978

1984
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Timeline: Carthage Homecoming Mums

In 1911, the University of Missouri athletic director encour-
aged alumni to attend the football game with the incentive of 
a huge celebration including parades and rallies; thus, home-
coming was born.  Not too long after that, boys in Texas be-
gan the tradition of giving a chrysanthemum to their home-
coming dates as a corsage.  For decades, mums were simple 
with just a small flower and maybe a few ribbons.  In the 
1970s, homecoming mums became more elaborate and have 
continued to grow in size and adornment.  Homecoming 
mums were a Texas-only tradition until just a few years ago.

1991

2013
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Fun times with the class of 1988

Amy Turner Taylor
Ann Holmes Bogenschutz
Becca Wise Dickerson
Ben Roberson
Beth Baker Gound
Byron Roberts
Cande Centers Smilie
Chad Edge
Chip Abernathy
Chris Gilbert
Christie Hines-Moseley
Christie Jones Clayton

Cindy Deloney Smith 
Darren McDonald
Darrik Hooper
David Gradberg
Donna Roark Coleson
Helper Nutt
JeAnna Parker
Jennifer Fowler Coriell
Jennifer McCarty Guse
Bobby Bozeman
Julie Escoe Lewis
Kit Kyle Martin

Karen Copeland Marion
Kersel Rayson 
LaChandra Buckles Williams
Matt Pool
Matt Reed
Melody Thomas Evans
Mike Knotwell
Monica Wilkins Mason
Pebbles Robertson Knight
Rene Jones Hayes
Roberta Hoffman Collinsworth
Sandra Kay Hawkins

Shana Carson Dickens
Shane Clabaugh
Shona Meaux Guenther
Stacie Griffith Malone 
Tim Jones
Todd Malone
Tracey Longshore Smith
Vickie Rhiddlehoover 
Boggio
Jennifer Rocquemore



Reconnecting with the class of 1988 
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Reconnecting with the class of 1978

Angela Wilson, Sandra Pope, Trisha Sanders, Sharla Ware, Brenda (Owens) Matlock, Evelyn 
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Reconnecting with the class of 1953

Kenneth Bounds, Marvin Campbell, Billie J. Jimmerson Tillery, June Eason Arnold, Rex 
Lee Graves, Pat Hunt Roussel, Billy Sexton, Evelyn Duchesne Sharp, Frances Allison Bach-
man, Jackie Brewster, Iva Mae Copeland Davis, Charles Reeves, Allen Cariker, Bobby 
Sinclair, Wayne Carter, and Ruby Duke Moore.

Joy Davidson Gibbs, Joanne Bowen Bounds, Betty Rhiddlehoover Fowler, Wanda Dick-
erson Belcher, Jane Crump Bogue, Jimmie Bailey Witherspoon, Joan Byers Strong, and 
Frieda Pitts Hook.
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Membership is open to all 
graduates of CHS, Turner, 
their spouses, faculty, staff, 

former students, and friends 
of CISD. Your dues will pay 
for the cost of mailing the 
newsletters and help with 

the cost of the Distinguished 
Alumni reception.

Carthage ISD Alumni Association 
Membership Form

E-mail membership form to 
charkrider@carthageisd.org 

or mail to 
CISD Alumni Association 

#1 Bulldog Dr. 
Carthage, TX 75633

You will also 
find instructions 

to nominate a 
candidate to the 

2019 Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame.

For the online membership 
form and more information, 

visit our website
www.carthageisd.org

and click on 
Alumni Association.

Name               
Maiden Name                
Address        
                  
City               
State              
Zip               
Graduation Year           
   •$15 Annual Dues
   •$200 Lifetime Dues
   •$100 Cornerstone Club Dues
**You may combine Lifetime and Cornerstone or the regular 
Annual Dues and Cornerstone.


