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“I loved the bonfire and pep rallies.”
- Cynthia Harkrider, Class of 1971

“Homecoming week was my favorite, I 
liked getting to dress up.”
- Alley Yaste, Class of 2015

“Senior swim and the homecoming 
bonfire!”
- Elizabeth Allen, Class of 1994

“I would have to say the senior pep-
rally.”
- Annie Mahaffey, Class of 2018

“The bonfires we used to have 
before the homecoming games across 
the street from the old stadium where 
Libby sits now.”
- Stacie Smith, Class of 1988

“Senior swim was the biggest tradition.”
- Craig Ballard, Class of 1987

CONNECTING WITH CARTHAGE  

SCHOOL TRADITIONS

“The girls’ basketball team was required to 
wear ‘people clothes,’ including hosiery and 
jackets and skirts, on game day and to the 
games; and then we had to wear our ‘people 
clothes’ back home on the buses after the 
games.”
-Rose Helen Harrigan Reid, Class of 1970

“Band camp at Beavers Bend in 
Broken Bow, OK, for a week every 
summer!”
- Angie Skelton Bishop, Class of 
1988

“On game days, the football team would 
wear red blazers with a tie and slacks to 
school. Also, the school buses would bring 
students to the home football games on 
Friday nights.”
- Gene Giles, Class of 1972
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“I always liked the tradition of the 
Homecoming bonfire in the little lot 
between the junior high
and Libby school... and the band play-
ing the fight song there. Good times.”
-Julie Garrett Williams, Class of 1994

“I still remember how we ‘borrowed’ 
our rival Center’s city limit sign to be 
kindling in our
senior bonfire.”
-Anonymous, Class of 1974

“Every girl who wasn’t in band was 
in Pep Squad! The Pep Squad wore 
white gloves with red
and white striped sweaters and 
cheered with the cheerleaders.”
-Connie Rebert Bush, Class of 1965

“The seniors would meet in the rotunda 
between EVERY class on Fridays to yell 
their Senior
Chant. Also, it was always a tradition for 
the band to march to the drum cadence 
from the band
hall to the football field before Friday night 
games.”
-Cynthia Jennings Carter, Class of 1978

“The clubs, like FFA and FHA, would 
travel by school bus to the State Fair of  
Texas. I also remember the acappella 
choir singing the alma mater on Fridays in 
the routunda during football season.”
- Nancy Williams Langford, Class of 1971

“In Ag class, boys who had problems 
with one another were given box-
ing gloves and some space to work it 
out.”
- Dr. Wayne Kyle, Class of 1955

“We had a Jr-Sr Banquet, as well as Jr-Sr 
prom. The sophomores decorated and 
served the meal to the upper classmen, 
according to the event theme. Our class 
waitressed as Playboy Bunnies -- VERY 
MODIFIED -- of course!
- Susan Cullum Rucker, Class of 1968

“As a band member, my favorite 
tradition has to be playing “I Can’t Stop Loving 
You” at the end of every football game...The 
crowd did not leave until that song was over. 
They all sang and swayed back and forth to the 
band’s music. It was a bit magical!”
- Roberta Collinsworth, Class of 1988



Timeline: Prom Dresses!

1995

2018
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Prom is short for 
“promenade,” which 
means “a place for 

strolling; a leisurely 
walk or ride especially 

in a public place for 
pleasure or display; a 
ceremonious opening 

of a formal ball consist-
ing of a grand march of 
all the guests.”  Prom, 
as a school function, 
began in the mid to 

late 1800’s at colleges 
and universities in the 
Northeast to promote 

social etiquette and 
manners in each year’s 

graduating class.
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Janice Cain
Betty D. Hudson

Nina Bowers
Brian Pauler

Zelphie Sanders
Dean Soape
Scott Evans
Raul Smith

Gene McDaniel

Norma Jennings
Opal Bishop
Austin Gray

Iva Nell Soape
Myra Nell Dupriest

LaVerne Wall
Larry Davis

Kathryn Stovall Branch
Caleb Gibbs

Cynthia Bryan

Carolyn Jo Duran Glover
Sidna LaGrone

Margie Dukes Ponthie
Betty Walker Pierce
Atholene Brewster

Herman Reed
Jimmy Taylor
Joe Robinson
Sunny Sinclair

Merrell M. Rhodes

MEMORIALS

Sandra Walker
John C. Ray

Honorariums


