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Questions to Build Relationships
Building relationships is an important component to a positive classroom climate. This
includes relationships between students as well as relationships between students
and adults. Use this list of questions to help build relationships with students in your
classroom. Note that both color (pages 3-5) and black/white (pages 6-9) options are
included.
To use these questions, you can:
• Randomly select a few questions to ask and discuss during morning meeting or at
the last few minutes of class.
• Cut the questions into small slips and put in a jar. Randomly select them to discuss
whenever you have time.
• Put students into groups. Pass out the list of questions and have groups discuss.
• Come up with your own questions as a group and discuss.
• Have students get with a partner or group to play a game (any board game or
activity). Prior to their turn, have students answer one of the questions.

More strategies and resources for improving relationships
and classroom climate:
Use this Social Emotional Learning Journal to
highlight critical SEL skills each day throughout
the whole year! It is a simple solution to
integrate social emotional learning while
supporting a positive learning environment for
all students.

If you need a greater focus on social emotional
learning, consider this yearlong social emotional
learning curriculum for older students. It
includes daily or weekly activities focused on all
areas of SEL for the entire year.
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What three words best describe you?
What things would a good friend say about you?
Where did you grow up? Tell me about it.
What is your family like?
What is a special memory you have with your family?
What are five compliments you would give yourself?
What makes you unique?
What is something interesting about you that most people don’t know?
What talents or special abilities do you have? Tell me about them.
If you were a superhero, what would your name and special powers be?
If you were a color, what would you be and why?
What is something that people sometimes misunderstand about you?
What’s your favorite animal?
If you could change one thing about yourself what would it be? Why?
If you could eat lunch with anyone, living or deceased, who would it be and why?
Who is someone important in your life?
What’s your favorite sport to play?
What’s your favorite sport to watch?
Would you rather play sports or watch them?
If you could add an extra class, what would it be and why?
What do you want to do when you’re older?
What do you hope to be like in 10 years?
What do you think your best quality is?
What is something that always makes you laugh?
Who is someone who can always cheer you up?
If you were an animal, what would you be and why?
Do you have an animal? Tell me about him/her.
If you could have any animal, what would it be and why?
When was a time you were really proud of yourself?
What’s something that’s really difficult for you?
If you had a magic wand, what would you make happen?
If you had only three wishes, what would they be?
What is something you’d love to learn more about?
What’s your favorite part of school?
What three places would you love to travel to?
Who is your best friend? Tell me about them.
What is a fun memory you have with your best friend?
Who is a family member that you love? Tell me about them.
What is something most people love but you hate?
What is your biggest pet peeve? Why?
If you were ruler for a day, what would you do?
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If you could go back in time, what advice would you give yourself?
What would your perfect day look like? What would you do?
What is a big dream or goal you have for the future?
What activities do you love doing after school?
What clubs or after school activities are you involved in?
What are your three favorite hobbies?
If you could create an after school club, what would it be and why?
Would you rather be with a big group of friends or just a few? Why?
If you could change the world, what would you do?
What places have you traveled to before? Which was your favorite?
What did you do on your last vacation? Describe it.
What is your favorite food? What do you love about it?
What is the weirdest thing you’ve ever eaten?
Where are your favorite places to eat?
What kind of music do you like? Tell me about some artists or songs.
What is your favorite season? What do you like about it so much?
What was the last book you read? Would you recommend it? Why or why not?
If you could meet a character from a book, who would it be and why?
What is your favorite movie or show? Tell me about it.
Do you prefer books or movies? Why?
What is a big fear of yours?
What is something you used to be scared of but aren’t anymore?
What are you thankful for in your life?
What was the best gift you’ve ever received? Tell me about it.
What was the best gift you’ve ever given? Explain.
What musical instruments do you play or would like to play?
What was the best day of your life so far? Tell me about it.
What are three things you love about yourself?
When was a time you were disappointed? How did you deal with it?
When was a time you were really excited? What did you do?
What are five qualities you want your friends to have?
What are three things you couldn’t live without?
What item is your most cherished possession? Why?
If you made a soundtrack to your life, what songs would be on it?
If you could improve yourself, what things would you change?
Who is the most important person in your life? Describe them.
If you could meet anyone famous, who would it be and why?
What awards or contests have you won? Describe them.
When you are having a tough day, what things do you do to feel better?
If you could invent your own holiday, what would it be?
What is your favorite holiday? Why?
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83. What family traditions do you have? Describe them.
84. If you had to pick a favorite chore, what would it be?
85. If you could have dessert for breakfast, what would you eat?
86. What was the hardest thing you’ve ever done?
87. What was your favorite birthday ever? What did you do?
88. What is something you could teach others about?
89. If you could learn any new skill or ability, what would it be and why?
90. If you could live anywhere, where would it be?
91. If you had a time machine, would you rather go back in time or travel to the future?
92. If you won a million dollars, what would you do with the money? Why?
93. Which is most important: being kind or being honest?
94. Which is most important: being kind or being rich?
95. Which is most important: being funny or being dependable?
96. Would you rather go to school during the night or during the day?
97. Would you rather donate money to sick children or rescue animals?
98. Would you rather have a pet tarantula or a pet snake?
99. Would you rather give up your phone or the television?
100. Would you rather visit an amusement park or a zoo?
101. Would you rather live in the country or the city?
102. Would you rather have no internet or no cell phone?
103. Would you rather speak a new language or learn a new instrument?
104. Would you rather travel to the beach or the mountains?
105. Would you rather be invisible or be able to fly?
106. Would you rather be a bird or a cheetah?
107. Would you rather be an athlete or a musician?
108. Would you rather have 2 great friends or 200 acquaintances?
109. Would you rather play in the sand or in the snow?
110. Would you rather have a cat or a dog?
111. What is something you are looking forward to?
112. If you published a book or wrote a movie, what would it be about?
113. What jobs are you interested n for the future?
114. What jobs would you never want to do?
115. Which is easier for you: math or English?
116. What things are you grateful for today?
117. What three things make you the happiest?
118. What is the best invention ever created? Why?
119. What is something kind you’ve done recently?
120. What is something kind that someone else has done for you recently?
121. What is an event in your life that has shaped who you are today?
122. Is it ever okay to cheat, steal, or lie? Why or why not?
123. What is a goal you want to accomplish in the next year?
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