
Summer Reading Assignment 
Directions #1: Read In Cold Blood by Truman Capote and write responses to three of the following 
questions. 
 
To earn full credit, you must answer three questions with text support (using quotes from the 
novel). Each question demands multiple paragraphs, so plan accordingly. To earn full credit, each 
response should be 250-300 words. When we return to school, you will upload your responses to 
Turnitin.com, so type your responses.  

Journal Questions (pick only 3) 
1. Think about the organization of the four chapters. What is the purpose of this 

organization?  
2. Discuss an observation made by a character in the novel. Why was this important to 

the novel as a whole? What purpose did this segment serve in this specific chapter?  
3. Explain how the backgrounds of Perry Smith and Richard Hickock contribute to 

their criminal behavior.  
4. Explain how the murder of the Clutter family affects the friends and relatives of both 

the victims and killers.  
5. Capote writes about Perry with more compassion than Dick. Find examples of how 

he shows these contrasts of the two characters. Then explain why you think this 
happens.  

Directions #2:  In addition to reading and journaling, please choose 2 passages (1-1½ pages long) 
that uses clear, precise description. Good description includes detailed sensory images, vivid verbs, 
precise diction, and even figurative language. You need to have these passages picked out upon 
your return to school. Simply put, put a Post It note on the 2 passages where the author uses 
description.  
 
Directions #3: Prepare for a short multiple choice quiz upon your return by active reading. You can 
answer the following questions in complete sentences  or write original notes as you read. Choose 
one method, and you will earn credit.  

1. Where did Dick and Perry first meet?  
2. What is Dick and Perry’s unusual response to the murders after they commit them?  
3. What diagnosis do Dick and Perry receive from Dr. Jones?  
4. Who does Dewey feel more pity/remorse at his death?  
5. What is Dr. Jones’ assessment of Dick?  
6. What is Dr. Satten’s assessment of Perry?  
7. What does Dick do during the day while in prison?  
8. How does Dick feel in Mexico? How does Perry feel?  
9. Did Perry kill a black man?  
10. What is Dick ashamed of? What is Perry ashamed of?  
11. Where are Dick and Perry arrested?  
12. What do the defense attorneys argue in the Supreme Court?  
13. Who is the most damaging witness? Why?  
14. Why does Perry change his confession?  



15. How does Dewey feel after the deaths of Perry and Dick?  
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ASSIGNMENT POINTS COMMENTS 

Journal 1 _____/10  
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Journal 3 _____/10  
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