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Novel Study 
 

Name: _________________________ 
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Before Reading: 

Pre-reading: Look at the cover and the illustrations 

throughout the book.  Make a prediction of what you 

think this book might be about. 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Connect: Have you ever read any other stories 

written by Ann Cameron?  If so, what do you 

remember about the stories? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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After Chapter 1: Crimebusters 
Point of View: Which point of view is this story 

written?  

a. First person  

b. Third person 

 

Which words or phrases helped you to determine the 

point of view?  

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Narrative Elements:  Complete the narrative 

element. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze:  Analyze and explain the following excerpt: 

"It was a morning when the sun stayed in bed." 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Setting:  
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Reflect:  Why are three children stuck in the lobby 

of the post office? 

a) The kids are waiting for Julian's mother to 

arrive at the post office. 

b) The kids are waiting for the incoming mail to 

arrive at the post office. 

c) The kids are waiting for the rain to let up so 

they can leave the post office. 

 

Figurative Language:  Write the type of figurative 

language used in the following Chapter 1 excerpts. 

simile onomatopoeia 
personification alliteration 

 

"Gloria and I stared out a window.  We couldn't see 

anything but water.  'This is like living in an 

aquarium!'" 
 

__________________________________ 

 

"It was a morning when the clouds had pillow fights." 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Reflect:  "'We could be secret agents.'"  Why does 

Julian think no one would notice them if they were 

secret agents?  

a) They read a lot of spy books. 

b) They are kids. 

c) They are very sneaky. 
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After Chapter 2: We Talk Things 
Over 

Read for Details:  "'If we see danger, we'll say, 

'A.A.'"  What does "A.A" stand for? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Reflect:  Before having the warning, how did Julian 

usually get Huey to stop talking when he shouldn't 

be? 

a) Julian would step on Huey's foot. 

b) Julian would smack Huey on the back of his 

hand. 

c) Julian would scream Huey's name as loud as 

he could. 

Figurative Language:  Write the type of figurative 

language used in the following Chapter 2 excerpt. 

simile onomatopoeia 
personification alliteration 

 

"We sat on the steps by the statues." 
 

__________________________________ 

Connect:  The kids chose A.A.  If you could assign 

your own warning code, what would it be and why? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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After Chapter 3: We Meet the 
Mighty One 

Reread to Clarify:  "A woman came up behind us.  

'It's a crime!' she said."  What crime was the woman 

talking about? 

a) The children were touching someone else's car 

window. 

b) Someone left their pets in the car on a very 

hot day. 

c) Someone did not properly put their cart away 

and it hit somebody else's car. 

 

Vocabulary-Context Clues:  Define the underlined 

word using context clues and/or a dictionary. 

"Afterward we started patrolling, riding our bikes 

around." 

 

patrolling - ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary - Synonym and Antonym:  Write a 

synonym and an antonym of the underlined word. 

"He had two huge bags of groceries that he was 

balancing on his shoulders." 
 

Synonym of huge: ________________________________ 

Antonym of huge: ________________________________ 
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Figurative Language:  Write the type of figurative 

language used in the following Chapter 3 excerpt. 

simile onomatopoeia 
personification alliteration 

 

"Just then MIGHTY-1 came to a stop, practically on top 

of us and big as a skyscraper." 

 

__________________________________ 

"MIGHTY-1's mouth hung open, like the door of a cave." 

 

__________________________________ 

Infer:  Which best describes how Mighty-1 reacted 

when the children told him he should not leave his 

dog in the car on such a hot day?  

a) amused  

b) annoyed 

c) exhausted 

Cause and Effect:  Fill in the effect. 

Cause:  Gloria told Mighty-1 his dog fainted. 

 

Effect:  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 



8 
 

After Chapter 4: I Tell a Story 
Summarize:  Summarize Chapter 4.  Be sure to 

include the central (main) idea of the chapter. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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After Chapter 5: We Capture the 
Great Goo-Goo 

Narrative Elements:  What is the new setting 

introduced in Chapter 5? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary-Context Clues:  Define the underlined 

word using context clues and/or a dictionary. 

"'We have to try psychology.'" 

 

psychology - _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Cause and Effect:  Fill in the cause. 
 

Cause: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Effect:  Goo-Goo stopped playing in the 

fountain and followed Julian through the front 

doors of the hospital. 

Setting:  
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After Chapter 6: A Conference 
Analyze:  "'A criminal might go into a bar.  To drown 

his sorrows.'"  In your own words, what does it mean 

to drown one's sorrows? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Parts of Speech:  "I was ready to find a new place to 

patrol." 

Which part of speech is new as used above? 

a) adjective  

b) noun  

c) verb 

Infer:  "'There was perspiration on Gloria's forehead.  

I didn't think it was just from the heat.'"  Based on the 

excerpt, which best describes how Gloria is feeling 

about patrolling a local bar? 

a) ecstatic 

b) uninterested 

c) worried 

Predict:  Do you think it is a good idea for the kids 

to go to a bar? 

a) No way. 

b) Sure. 
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After Chapter 7: Trees Again 
Reflect:  "'Lawbreaking!'"  What law were the 

children breaking? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary:  "We looked around.  It was dark and 

dim inside." 

What does the word dim most likely mean? 

a) not easy to see in or into because of 

inadequate light 

b) very likely to be successful or fulfilled 

c) strikingly bright or intense in color 

 

Cause and Effect:  Fill in the effect. 

Cause:  One of the men sitting in the bar 

recognized Julian and Huey. 

 

Effect:  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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After Chapter 8: We Watch the 
Wizard 

Narrative Elements:  What is the new setting 

introduced in Chapter 8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reread to Clarify:  "'It's the best, because I'm the 

best.  I'm the Food Wizard.'"  What makes the 

Kingman's Café different than other cafés? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Figurative Language:  Write the type of figurative 

language used in the following Chapter 8 excerpt. 

simile onomatopoeia 
personification alliteration 

 

"The air conditioner was above us, clanking every now 

and then."  

 

    __________________________________ 

Setting:  
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Analyze:  What did the Food Wizard mean when he 

said to the kids, "'I figured you for no-spend types"? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Parts of Speech:  "'Huh!' said the Wizard." 

Which part of speech is Huh! as used above? 

a) adjective  

b) interjection 

c) noun 

 

Cite Evidence:  Cite one piece of evidence from the 

chapter to support the following statement: 

The cook at the Kingman's Café was generous 
toward the children. 

 

1) ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Predict:  "...the one for Eugene George Johnson, 'the 

Great Imitator'!"  The kids think they found a 

criminal, what do you predict they do next? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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After Chapter 9: We Report 
Reflect:  What are three things Eugene George 

Johnson and the Food Wizard have in common? 

 

1) ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

2) ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

3) ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Read for Details:  What will the children be 

rewarded for capturing Eugene George Johnson? 

a) $250 

b) $2,500 

c) $25,000  

 

Infer:  "My feet were feeling kind of weak and 

slithery, and I had spaghetti-string legs."  Based on 

the excerpt, which best describes how Julian is 

feeling? 

a) excited 

b) hopeful 

c) nervous 
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Cite Evidence:  Cite one piece of evidence from the 

chapter to support the following statement: 

The chief of police is very interested in catching 
"The Great Imitator." 

 

1) ______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

Vocabulary:  "'Hard to believe!' said the chief.  He 

looked at us sternly, as if he could see everything 

about us, from our fingerprints to our toeprints." 

What does the word sternly most likely mean? 

a) showing tolerance or mercy in dealing with 

crime or misbehavior 

b) harsh; rigid, strict, and uncompromising 

c) to accept that something is true or real 

 

Infer:  "He had a nice face but some gray hair.  I 

could understand that.  I figured that if I kept on being 

a secret agent, I would soon have gray hair too."   Why 

does Julian think the chief of police has gray hair? 

a) The chief sits behind a big desk much of the 

time. 

b) The chief has to speak to many children. 

c) The chief's job is very stressful, causing his 

gray hair. 
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After Chapter 10: We Test Eugene 
Reflect:  "'Maybe - maybe you'd lend us your gun.'"  

The chief would not give the kids his firearm.  What 

did the chief give the kids in case they had a 

problem? 

a) a flare gun 

b) a cell phone 

c) a whistle 

 

Infer:  "'I was hungry.  I'm not hungry anymore'"  

Why was Gloria no longer hungry before heading 

into the café to question the Food Wizard? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Figurative Language:  Write the type of figurative 

language used in the following Chapter 10 excerpt. 

simile onomatopoeia 
personification alliteration 

 

"'Yes,' I said.  'And we want three barbecued beefs on 

buns.'" 

 

__________________________________ 
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Vocabulary-Context Clues:  Define the underlined 

word using context clues and/or a dictionary. 

"The Wizard was okay.  He had an alibi.  I was a tiny bit 

sorry, but mostly very glad." 

 

alibi - ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

What was the Wizard's alibi? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Reflect:  "'For your own good, I'd have to turn you in.  

Because I have certain connections.'" What certain 

connection does the Wizard have? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Predict:  Why do you think the chief sent the 

children into question the Wizard if he knew the 

Wizard was not the wanted man? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 



18 
 

After Chapter 11: The Light at the 
End of the Trail 

Infer:  Which best describes Julian's father's mood 

when he walked into the café and saw his sons? 

a) excited 

b) charmed 

c) displeased 

Reread to Clarify:  What lesson did the chief want 

to teach the three children? 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Infer:  Which best describes how Julian and Huey's 

father felt after he heard about his son's adventure? 

a) He was proud of the children. 

b) He was unhappy with their decisions. 

c) He was furious with the chief of police for 

putting them in danger. 

Reflect:  The author titled the chapter "The Light at 

the End of the Trail."  Why is this an appropriate title 

for the chapter?  

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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After Finishing the Story:  
Character Traits:  Identify and describe one 

character trait of Julian. 

 Use two pieces of evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 

 Circle  your character trait and underline your 

evidence from the story. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 
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Sequence of Events:  Put the following events in 

chronological order using the numbers 1 through 8. 

_____ The kids patrol supermarkets.  They notice a 
dog enclosed in a hot car.  They tell the 
manager and save the dog. 

_____ The kids question the Wizard.  The chief 
walks in and the kids learn the chief is the 
Wizard's father. 

_____ Julian, Gloria, and Huey are in the post office 
lobby waiting for the rain to let up.  They 
read wanted posters and decide to become 
crimebusters. 

_____ The kids talk to the chief of police about 
Eugene.  He asks them to investigate him. 

_____ The kids go to the hospital to check for 
criminals, but do not encounter any 
criminals.  Outside the hospital, they lure a 
baby out of a fountain. 

_____ The chief explains why he had the kids 
question the Wizard.  The chief and the kids 
tells Julian's father about their adventure. 

_____ The kids decide to patrol a local bar.  They 
are recognized and rush out of the bar. 

_____ The kids stop at the Kingman's Café to beat 
the heat. They meet the chef, and believe he 
is from one of the wanted posters. 
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Ann Cameron 

Author’s Purpose:  What was the author’s purpose 

for writing ?  

a. To persuade.  

b. To inform.  

c. To entertain. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rating:  How many stars would you rate this book? 

 1 being terrible and 5 being awesome. 

 Be sure to color or shade your rating!  

 

 

 

Connect:  Does working as a secret agent or a 

crimebuster seem like something you would be 

interested in?  Why or why not?  Explain your 

reasoning. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 












































































