BECAUSE LEARNING MATTERS ... EVEN IN THE summer/

Park Forest/Chicago Heights
School District 163
Summer Learning Packet

Rising 5" Graders

*Please complete this packet during your summer
break and turn it in on the first day of school to
qualify for the incentive.

Contents include:

e Math Fluency,

e TTM Requirements,

e Math Activities,

e Reading Log,

e Fish in a Tree Study / Activities,
e Enrichment Activities



Think Through Math Summer Requirements

All students are required to pass their pathway over the
summer. Students will use the same login and password
information. The expectation is for every student to pass
two lessons per week until they complete/pass their
summer pathway.
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A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 13 Sprint

B Improvement __ # Correct
Multiply or divide.

1 1x8= 23| _ x8=48
2 2x8= 24| _ x8=80
3 3x8= 25| _ x8=24
4 4x8= 26 16 +8 =
5 5x8= 27 8+1=
6 24 + 8 = 28| 80+8=
1 16 + 8 = 29| 40+8=
8 32+8= 30| 24+8=
9 8+1= 31 _x8=64
10| 40+8= 32 _ x8=32
11 10x8 = 33| __x8=72
12 6x8= 34| x8=56
13 7x8= 35| 64+8=
14 8x8= 36 72 +8 =
15 9x8= 37| 48+8=
16 56 +8 = 38 56+8=
17| 48+8= 39 11 x8=
18| 64+8= 40| 88+8=
19 80+8= 41 12x8=
20 72 +8 = 42| 96+8=
21| __x8=16 43| 13 x8=
22| _ _x8=40 44| 104 =8 =

EUREK_A % Lesson 13: Identify and use arithmetic patterns to multiply.
MATH !
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A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 21 Sprint

A # Correct
Multiply.
1 2x3= 23 8 x40 =
2 2x30= 24 80x4=
3 20x 3= 25 9x6=
4 2x2= 26 90 x6 =
5 2x20= 27 2x5=
6 20x 2= 28 2x50=
7 4x2= 29 3x90=
8 4x20= 30 40x 7 =
9 40x 2= 31 5x40 =
10 5x3= 32 6 x 60 =
11 50x 3 = 33 70x6 =
12 3 x50 = 34 8x70=
13 4x4= 35 80x6=
14 40x 4 = 36 9x70=
15 4 x40 = 37 50x6 =
16 6x3= 38 8 x80 =
17 6 x 30 = 39 9x80=
18 60x 3= 40 60x8 =
19 7x5= 41 70x7=
20 70x 5= 42 5x80=
21 7 x50 = 43 60x9=
22 8x4-= 44 9x90=
EUREKA lesson21:  Solve two-step word problems involving multiplying single-digit factors

M A'I'H"‘ and multiples of 10
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A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 1 Sprint m

A Number Correct: ____
Divide by 10

1 20+10= 23 50+10=

2 30+10= 24, 850+ 10=
% 40+10= N 25: 1,850 =10 =
4. 80+10= 26. 70+10=

5. 50+10= 27. 270+10=
6. 90+10= 28. 4,270+ 10=
7. 70+10= 29. 90+ 10=

8. 60+10= 30. 590+10=
9. 10+10= 31. 7,590 + 10 =
10. 100+10= 32. 120+ 10=
11. 20+10 = 33, 1,200 =10 =
12. 120+10= 34, 2,000 + 10 =
13. 50+10= 35; 240+10=
14. 150+10= 36. 2,400+ 10=
15. 80+10= 37. 4,000+10=
16. 180+ 10= 38. 690 + 10 = _
17. 280+10= 39. 6,900+ 10=
18. 380+10= 40. 9,000 +10=
19. 68(: 16 = o 41. 940 + 10 =
20. 640+ 10 = 42. 5,280+ 10 =
ol 870+10= 43. 6,700+ 10=
22. 430+10= 44, 7,000 =10 =
EuABrEHKwA Lesson 1: 'L:;; rtr;ittn;i‘c;measurement to model the decomposition of one whole
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A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 16 Sprint

A # Correct ___
Write in centimeters.
1 2m= cm|23] 1Tm2cm= cm
2 3m= cmi24| 1Tm3cm= cm
3 4m= cm|25| 1Tm4cm= cm
4 9m= cmi{26| 1Tm7cm= cm
5 Tm= cmi27| 2m7cm= cm
6 7m= cm|28| 3m7cm= cm
7 5m= cm|29| 8m7cm= cm
8 8m= cm|{30] 8m4cm= cm
9 6m= cm|{31| 4m9cm= cm
10| 1m20cm = cm|32| 6m8cm= cm
11| 1m30cm= cmi|33| 9m3cm= cm
12| 1m40cm= cm|34|2m60cm= cm
13| 1m90cm= cm|35|3m75cm= cm
14| 1m9%5cm= cm|36( 6m33cm= cm
15| 1Tm85cm= cm|37| 8m9cm= cm
16| 1Tm84cm= cmi{38|4m70cm= cm
17| 1m73cm= cm|39| 7m35cm= cm
18| 1m62cm = cm|{40|{4m17cm= cm
19| 2m62cm= cmi41| 6m4dcm= cm
20| 7m62cm = cm|42| 10m4cm = cm
21| 5m27cm = cm{43|10m40cm = cm
22| 3m87cm= cm|44|({11 m84 cm= cm
BUREKA | i
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A STORY OF UNITS

Lesson 2 Sprint m

A # Correct
Find the missi or denominator.
1 gy =2 "
NS i
- . g =5
4 2 26 2.2
9 T ed e
6 ;-2 28 2.2
7 2-- 29 5.2
e - i ="
9 2-5 31 2.2
11 2-c 33 2.2
12 +=2 34 2.
13 2.2 35 2-=
L "% i o
15 2.1 37 s-%
16 -1 38 25
17 x-c 39 ==
18 =z 40 2.2
19 2.5 41 1.2
20 2.5 42 2.2
21 ==t 43 2.2
= BT 4 o

find the missing numerator or denominator

EUREKA
MATH
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| Lesson 2:

Make equivalent fractions with sums of fractions with like

denominators.




A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 33 Sprint
A = # Correct
ivide.

1 1+1= 23 5+01=

2 1+01= 24| 0.5+041=

3 2+01= 25| 0.05+0.1=

4 7+01= 26| 0.08+01~=

5 1+01= 27| 4+0.01=

6 10+0.1= 28| 40+0.01=

7 20+0.1= 29| 47+0.01=

8 60 +0.1= 301 59+0.01~=

9 1+1= 31 3+0.1=

10 1+01= 32| 30+0.1=

11 10+0.1= 33| 32+0.1=

12| 100+0.1= 34| 325+01=

13| 200+0.1= 35 25+h=

14| 800+0.1= 36| 25+05=

15 1+0.1= 37| 25+0.05~=

16 1+0.01= 38| 3.6+0.04=

17| 2+001~= 39| 32+0.08=

18] 9+0.01= 40| 56+0.7= )
19| 5+0.01= 41 77+11=

20| 50+0.01= 42| 48+0.12=

21| 60+0.01= 43| 484+04=

22| 20+0.01= 44| 9.63 +0.03 =

E’I’ABIEI-IKA Ll
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Lesson 18 Sprint [E8

 ASTORYOFUNITS

# Correct
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A STORY OF UNITS Lesson 14 Sprint m

Number Correct:

A

Make Larger Units

L 2y = 2. -
) 2/6 = 24. 9/63 =
3 2f0 = 25. B).5%
4, 5/1O= 26. 8/16 =
5 >1s5 = 2 % =
6. >0 = e 86 =
7 g = 29. 12/, =
8 Y12 = o Wi =
9 Y16 = o %2 =
10. 3/6 = 32. 6/8 &

11. 3 = 33, 10/,, =
12. i i /1 =
1. 46 = 3. B/ o=
14. %1 = %, /50 =
15. %18 = 3. /5=
16. %0+ % Bl
17. 6= 39. 2 o=
18. "ha = o /0 =
| T = s o4 =
20. M= 42. X3 =
21, 315 = 4. %0/ =
2. %g = 4. /g0 =




Math Worksheets

The following pages will help you prepare for 5th grade math by
reviewing concepts you studied during 4th grade. Please use these
helpful websites for further information on each skill and the
information on the next page.

https://www.khanacademy.orq

http://www.mathchimp.com

https://www.mathmammoth.com

https://lwww.schooltube.com



https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.mathchimp.com/
https://www.mathmammoth.com/
https://www.schooltube.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.mathchimp.com/
http://www.mathchimp.com/
https://www.mathmammoth.com/
https://www.mathmammoth.com/
https://www.schooltube.com/

Name Date e 1 |
EXPANDED FORM TO 1 MILLION SHEET 1 ﬂ

Write down these numbers in expanded form.

2 hundred thousands + 4 ten thousands + 6 hundreds

1) 240,628 = + 2 tens + 8 ones

2) 72,093

3) 8,972

4) 302,176

5) 79403 =

6) 279,560

7) 67,038

8) 837,043

9) 7,384

10) 170,084

e



Name

Date

PLACE VALUE TO 10 MILLION SHEET 1

1) Write the place value of the underlined digit under each of the numbers.

R

827,573 7,283,106 428,329 1,827,376 428,291
500
5,293,119 297,283 541,294 3,419,396 2,391,574

2) Write these numbers in expanded form.

328,574 = 300,000 + 20,000 + 8,000 +500+ 70 + 4

108,294 =

2,384,375 =

8,290918 =
3) Write these numbers in standard form.

100,000 + 30,000 + S00 + 80 + 2 = 130,582

800,000 +4,000 +600+90 +5 =

1,000,000 + 400,000 + 9,000 + 400 + 50 + 3 =

2,000,000 + 600,000 + 50,000 +8,000+70 +4 =

6,000,000 + 900,000 + 4,000 + 200 + 80 +7 =
4) Fill in the missing parts in these numbers

1,327,582 = millions thousands hundreds tens ones
5,038,214 = millions thousands hundreds tens ones
4,795,634 = ___milhons ____ thousands _____ hundreds tens ones

Free Mat® hwets Mart gamery and Marn hweg




Name

Date

ORDER OF OPERATIONS SHEET 5:1

Remember the correct order:

7

Parentheses | Exponents | Multiplication & Division | Addition & Subtraction
1) (4+3)x2 = 14 9) 5x3+4 = 17) 5+2x4 =
| S
2) 4+(3x2) = 10) 5+3x4 = 18) 7x2-5 =
3) (2+3)x5 = 11) 10+2+3 = 19) 14-3x3 =
4 2+(3x5) = 12) 10-6+2 = 20) 8+(3x5) =
5 (8-3)x2 = 13) (4+7)x3 = 21) 6x3-7 =
6) 8-(3x2) = 14) 4+7x3 = 22) 12+2+4 =
7) (4+2)x3 = 15) 10-3x2 = 23) 9-7+6 =
8) 4+(2x3) = 16) (10-3)x2 = 24) 9-(7+6) =

Free Math Sheets, Math Games and Math retp
ﬂ\mwm




Name Date P———

USING EXPONENTS SHEET 5:1 |
Work out these exponents - remember the exponent is the number of times you
need to multiply the number by itself.

Examples:

52=5x5=25 2=2x2x2x2=16 10°=10x 10 x 10 = 1000
1)3?=3x3= 2)22=2x2x2= 3)6’=6x6=___
4)9°=_x__ = 5)3?=_x_x__= 6)72=_x_=

Use a calculator to work out these exponents below:

7N8=_x_x_=__ 8)2°=_ x__ x_ x _x_=__
9)5% = x x x = 10)9%= _x x_ =

11) 3°= 12) 7= 13)10°=

14) 27 = 15)9° = 16) 16° =

17)6' = 18) 5% = 19) 782 =

Work out these exponents, then put them in order, from smallest to
largest.

Smallest Largest

M Free Math Sheets, Math Games and Math Help




- o 7
MIXED NUMBER TO IMPROPER FRACTION SHEET 1

Use the fraction diagrams to work out the improper fraction.

The first one has been done for you.

2

xS

DX

1

ks

25 = —

2
3
2
5
3
8
5

2
2

1
6
6

S g m——



Date

COMPARING FRACTIONS SHEET 3

Name

Use the correct symbol >, < or = to show how the fractions compare.

15)
19)
20)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)



MULTIPLYING BY TENTHS SHEET 1

Have a look at these number machines and use your multiplication knowledge to fill in the
missing numbers. Rememberif 3x4=12, then0.3x4=12and3x04=1.2

1 2 —l x01 — 3) x0.2 }—»

—
2 —nDs 2 ———pd 2 ozl
5 —@8 20 5 —m S ——>b
1 = 7 —» g ey
3 — 3 — 3 —
9 —» 9 — —» 9 —
- JE—— 6 i—p b —p
4 —s 4 —— 4§ —
4) 5) 6)
— x06 }— — x08 — x03 [
5 — 5 — 5 —
3 — 3 — 3 —
4 — 4 s 4 e
6 > 6 > g —b
g 2 —» g —
8§ — 8§ —» § —
4 — 4 — 4 —
7) —' x09 — B x05 [— 9 —1 X0F l—o
8§ —— 8 8§ —
g | e——— 3 N e
9 — e ) —
6 — 6 — & —b
4 — 4§ ——s 4 ——
7 ——» 7 — 7 —
g4 =y g 4



MENTAL MATH QUIZ 5:2

1) Find % of $32.

2) 1-0.92

3) Find the value of (x - 6)/3 if x = 21.

4) 10x4=26+____

5) Round 6.283 to 1dp

6) What is the missing number? 7.3 8.1 85 89
What 3d shape is this the net for?

7)

8) How many faces does a triangular prism have?

9) In a group of children, *slike to play tennis. If there are 25 children, how
many do not like tennis?

10) Timmy and Tommy are two boys whose ages add up to 23. Timmy is 5
years older than Tommy. How old are they?
How many inches on the ruler?

1 L B i

) o 1 2 3 . 5 o b
12)  What is the mean of 13, 7, 8 and 4?
13) Which is the smallest?
0.37 0194 0.6 0.473 0.29

14) 3742y

15) How much Is half of a fourth?

16) A rectangular swimming pool measures 5 % meters by 3 % meters. What
is the perimeter? .

17)  What do angles around a point add up to?

18) The ratio of lions to tigers in a zoo Is 1:3. If there are 4 lions, how many

tigers will there be?

m Free Math Shoets, Math Games snd Math Melp




Reading Log Directions

Summer is approximately 12 weeks long. You should be reading
every day and as much as possible. Your reading log is 6 pages in

this packet. | expect one page to be filled out every 2 weeks. The
guestions | am asking you are thoughtful and higher level. Please
think about your answers and write with as many details from your
book as possible. All 6 pages of this log should be filled out by the
first day of school.



Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chapters of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)

o The most interesting/ funniest/ scariest sceme was ... because ...

o A connection between this part of the book and what we are studying at school is ... which belps me undersiand that ...
o This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) becanse ... which belps me understand that . ..

o A character | sdentify with/ don't understand is ... becanse ...

o Something | learned about the worid by reading this book is ... which seems important becanse ...

Titde and Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewer’s Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abose
entry o What bappened in the book: (fictson)

refers to o What sopic/ information is discussed (informational tex3)

Title and Plot/Topic Tracker i Reviewer’s Notes
pages this Braefly explain Use ome of the questions abore '
entry o What happened in the book (fiction) '

refers to o What topic/ information is discussed (informational text)




Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chapters of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)

o The most interesting/ funmiest/ scariest sceme was ... becanse ...

o A commection between this part of the book and what we are studying at school is ... which beips me andersiand that ...
o This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) because ... which helps me understand that ...

» A character 1 identify ith/ don't understand is ... becanse ...

o Something | learned about the world by reading this book is ... which seems important becanse ...

Title and Plot/Topic Tracker Rewiewer’s Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abeve
entry o What bappened in the book (fiction)

refers to o What spic/ information s discussed (informational text) |

S —_—— — _—————— - _— _—

Title and Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewer's Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the questions abere
entry o What happened in the book (fiction) ‘
refers to o What topic/ information is discussed (informational text) |




Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chaprers of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)

o The most interesting/ funniest/ scariest sceme was ... because ...

* A conmection between this part of the book and what we are studying at school is ... which belps me understand that ...
o This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) becanse ... which belps me understand that . ..

o A character I identify »ith/ don't understand is ... becanse ...

o Something | learned about the world by reading this book is ... which seems important becanse ...

| Titleand | Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewer's Notes
| pages this Briefly explusn Use ome of the questions abeve
| entry o What bappened in the book (fiction)
| refers o o What sepic/ information is discussed (informational sext)
|
Title and Plot/ Topic Tracker | Reviewer's Notes
pages this Briefly exglaan l Usse ome of the questions abeve
entry o What happened in the book (fiction) ‘
refersto | o Wikt topic/information i disoussed (informational text) |




Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chapters of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)
o The most interesting/ funniest/ scariest sceme pas ... because ...
* A connection between this part of the book and what 3¢ are studying at school is ... which belps me anderstand that ...
o This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) becanse ... which belps me understand that ...

A character | identify »ith/ don't understand is ... becanse ...
*  Something | learned about the worid by reading this book is ... which seems important becasse ...

; Tite and | Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewer's Notes
| pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the questsons abeve
| entry o What bappened in the book (fction)
| refers to o What sopic/ information is discussed (mformational texi)
r
|
Title and Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewer’s Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abere T
entry o What happened in the book (fiction)
refers to o What topic/ information is discussed (informational text)




Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chapters of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)
o The most interesting/ funniest/ scariest scene was ... becanse ...
o A conmection between this part of the book and what a¢ are studying at school is ... which belps me understand that ...

o This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) becanse ... which belps me understand that ...
A character | identify with/don't understand is ... becanse ..
o Something | learned about the world by reading this beok is ... which seems important becanse ...
| Tideand | Plot/Topic Tracker Reviewers Notes
| pugesthu Briefly explain Use ome of the questions abore
' o What happened in the book (fiction)
{ refcnto * Wt sopic] information is discussed (sformational iex1)
Title and Plot/ Topic Tracker Reviewer's Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abore
entry o What happened in the book (fiction) |
ecfers to o Wihat topic/ information is discussed (informationsl 1) |




Reading Log

Please complete one entry for each reading check-in. An entry is likely to be about multiple chapters of your book.

Questions for Reviewer's Notes (choose one question per entry to respond to)

The most interesting/ funmiest/ scariest scene was ... because ...

A connection between this part of the book and what we are studying at school is ... which belps me anderstand that ...
This part of the book reminds me of (other text, movie) becaxse ... which belps me understand that ...

A character | identify with/don't anderstand is ... becanse ...

Something 1 learned about the worid by reading this book is ... which seems important becanse ...

Title and Plot/Topic Tracker Rewiewer’s Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abore
entry o What bappened in the book (fiction)

refers o > What sapic/ mformation is discussed (informational text)

Tide and Piot/Topic Tracker Reviewer's Notes
pages this Briefly explain Use ome of the guestions abeve
entry o What bappened in the book (fiction)

refers to o What topic/ information is discussed (informational text) ;




ish In A Tree
Study Guide

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Lynda Mullaly Hunt

“Fans of R.J. Palacio’s Wonder will appreciate this feel-good story
of friendship and unconventional smarts.” —Avrkus Reviews

The book selected for the summer is called, Fish in a tree. This is the perfect
book to read after studying about hardships, perseverance, and survival
throughout the school year. You will make many connections while reading this
novel that | hope leave you with curiosity and questions.
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ChaP+ers I-I6 ChaP+ErS 16-20
® I Interpret: Aly accidently oPPends Kelsha by saging, : ﬁE Why do you think Al lied to Mr-Daniels about } ®
P e “ don't mind being your Priend”. What was she tryng to i “ tripping over her cat? (tn6) [
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I I 1
1 T e ! i 1
- S i
1 I 1
® i i@ @ |l e—— e
1
1

: I Cause & Effect: M- Daniel'S asks Keisha fo try harder and redo her |

e e T e L. 4 ."mmm@:BmD# how does this make Ally Feel and what does she do as

I Inference: How do you think Keisha Pelt when Ally tried fo give her “ 1 aresponse? (chig) I
“ half of her Flowers at the holiday chorus concert ? Explain how 1 1 1
1 this simple action changed their Friendship. (chi3) “ ] ® “ TR A R e = “ =

] =
! |@ @ -----IoIIIIIIiiiiiiiiiiioiioiioiioiiiiog

1 Opinion: Albert tells Ally and Keisha where his bruises are From. \What §

t Id think about when he says: */ don't belleve in violence And 1

I compare & Contrast: Draw a double bubble (or Venn Diagram) to I g GoyouTN Say And 8
® | compare how Ally Peels about reading and writing fo how she Pelt @ @ mmz,mw,\ ay. It seems fome that big kids would get the bame in a Aght: _.

1 affer she Pigured out MrDaniel's shoe box riddle on Fantastico “ “ i “
. “ Friday (chH) “. . “ T T T T e e _.

1

| i b E— _
i | easssessesrses e e e |

i I connection: Shay has been bullying Aly? Have ever experienced

I
m. ® “ bullyng?
I

1
[P —— . -IqlI.IId||q||.||q||.||dllqll [y -
. Far _E.Dl t u.ﬁ.‘ For ..Qu.‘i,.,. 28




@d%.#@vw 21-25

“ Inference \What do you think the wish was that 8y

1 made at the Butterfly Sanctuary? @2

I Compare & Contrast: Define... ? ((h23)

Y

lonel alone

1 Summarize Who is Roy G. Biv? (h24)

®
1 Inference: Why do you think Jessica bought all of those Priendship
. ! bracelets Prom mjmc.u:.jfv

| ConnacTion Y AIg FeelS Tike She goT The poetry award ouT oF DIy ¢ =
30+ because she earned it: Have you ever Felt this way? Do you
_ ! think that MrDanels gave it to her out of pity? Explain. ()

T ———————————— -

. . . . apart whenever she pedals? (26)
_

W ——
1""""'IllllllllllIllllllllllllllllll

"II'II'Illl'lllllllllllllllIlllllllllll'
1""l"'-'l-ll'llllllllll'll-lll"l'l-'l-

. E@hv_:m» Explain Aly's metaphor about the bke that Fals

® ¢ 6 0 O
ggg@ﬁwm@g

T T T .

@6

-l T

1 Connectlon: Have you ever Felt different? Keisha says, ‘I'm only

“ difrerent to the people who see with the wrong eyes.” Do you

. agree or disagree? (ch26)

1
B ey et o s o i S

I . :
1@ 0]
i I
1 I
| @ @ mmmmnnn e on oo
I 1 Predict: \Why do you think MrDaniels asked to feach Al
! | chess aPter school? (ch28)

' ® i

1 e i e S A S i S S s s s i
0 { lustrate Draw a picture of_what happened on the AeidiTp ) |
.‘ ®

1 Word Analysls: Mr Daniels thinks Aly has dyslexia me_m._z what this
lis ((n23)

o® © © 06 06 06 06 06 0 0 0. 0.0
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Cause:
Ay is
Dyslexic

[\

@ | Infer: Travis says that ‘There are things he can't learn® What do - ®
“ you think this means? (ha2) I

| read w_,mmx this word apart m:a define It (ch32)

@ C | think muttt-sensory means..
sensory-

6313 D__cm Q,mj%m cmma +o mc w mnc_ (;3 egdas m:a

words because neither can ever be Fixed, explain what this means.
(Ch3y)
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ngﬁ.@ﬁw 36-40 ®
[ o e e e e e .

_ Interpret: Aly compares Chess 1o liFe and the classroom. Explain her !

“ metaphor(ths)

1
111
A_.
1
o

T Compare & Contrast: How are these two phrases simiar and
“ different? (n37)

1

I

i
: :
1
“ Im having | cant -
1 trouble “
: i
1 I
.| ._

_ | Inference: Why do you think Shay nominates Aly? ((n38)

I Sequence: Draw a timeline of the Class President Election. (ch3s-3q)

Q....Q.Q.QL‘L.;
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“ inference: \Why do you think Shay Faked a love letter to Aly From “
I Max(cu) “
1
I
1
1

_vnossoojo? What would you wish For iF you could have an
| uniimited supply of anything? (ch2)

b o o ———————— -
£ ————— - - ————

“ Characterization: \What are some adjectives to describe Keisha and |

I Ally based on their Magnesium and Steel shirt idea?(cu3)

S —————————
1'""l'll-l'l"'lll""'ll'll"-"l-l"l-

“ Compare & Contrast: Compare Aly writing "“Why?Why?\Why? Al over
1 her assignment From the beginning of the book to her Book Report
1 G - —

1 project:

Ay

—

T - -

“ Infer: Do you think Travis is dyslexic t00? Why or why not? (Chys)

ChOPHErs 46-81

“ Connection: Albert compares Ally To a The Flying Tiger \W\J2 planes, “
. “ Keisha to a baby and himself* to pachyderm. Compare yourself to “ .
I ]

1 Something and explain. (ch6)
|

ﬁ%mﬁ.mjnmn inference: \J/hy do you thinrk that MrDaniels mm@u:m& the
. credit assignment with the jumbled letters? (cum)

" theirr desks \What Qo coc think the wooden A Suki gave Ally means,

.“ and what do you think the plle of Friendship bracelets mean? (chH9) " G

1 ]
." Aly's M.MMW “
wioaden ple of 1

“ ‘B from | friendship |~ 1
._ Suki: bracelets “
“ i

1 |
. EEEEE‘EEEEEE&

" Inference: \.Why do you think Ally Peels sorry For Shaly? (thso)
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Please complete the activities as you read the book. Please write and think at
your highest level. At the end of the novel, you will complete the Culminating
Project Choice. | think you will really enjoy this project and this book! Please
bring the reading activities and your Playlist Project on the first day of school.
Have fun and enjoy!



Who dnd Where () Ally~ Character Traits ()
In the story. Fish in a Tree. we meet a lof of aﬁ Provide evidence from the sfory for each %
characters. Jot down information about them as character fraif listed. Explain with examples
you read. and if needed. include the page number-
Character { Alyissecretive. Alyis friendy. ¢
AllY Q For example, For example, P
4 )
M. |
DANIEIS 3 %
ShaY ) {
JESSIca : D
4 N
AlbCI+ ) L .v
KEIShO q Alyisbrave Ally is persistent. ¢
»  For example, For example,  p
oliver ( )
MOr S P
\ )
Travis { >
MPSSIvET d ;

o LaviaoHerry 206



Mr. Daniels Chdrdacter Trdits
Provide evidence from the sfory for each
charactfer trait listed. Explain with examples
and if needed. include the page number.

Mr. Daniels is caring.

For example,

~ For meBU_m

Mr. Daniels is

perceptive.
For example,

Mr. Daniels is positive ¢
For example,

Albert~ Chdrdcter Trdits

Provide evidence from the story for each

character fraif listed. Explain with examples
and if needed. include the page number.

Albert is loyal

For example,

Albert is secure.
For example,

For example,

Albert is caring
For example,

o LaviaBenyy X6




Keishd~ Chdrdcter Trdits(, ) 8hay~ Character Traits ()
Provide evidence from the story for each

character frait listed. Explain with examples
and if needed. include the page number.

Provide evidence from the story for each
character fraif listed. Explain with examples
and if needed. include the page number:

Keishais Creative. | Keishais friendly. \ Shayiscontrolng | Shay isunfriendy. f
For example, For example, < FOr example, For example, N

4 b
4 >

4 A

4 \

4

TR R —-———

4 KKeishals supportive 4 Shay isinsecure Shayisseifish ¢
For example, For example, For example, :

¢ i
« D

A v
{ >

A 4
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CAUSES - EFFECT

Think about each cause written bekow. Write at least one effect for each cause in the appropriate rectangles

Cause #l Cause #2 Cause #3
Ally gves Mrs Hall a sympathy card Shay asks Ally to st with her and Ally shares some flowers with Keisha
for her baby shower. (Ch 2-4) her friends at nch (Ch I at the holday concert. (Ch B-I5)
Cause #4 Cause #5 Cause #6
Mr. Danigls has the students guess Ally goes for a nde in Travis' new Mr. Daniels awards Ally with the
what is inside some boxes (Ch ) car (Ch 20) Fantastico Poetry Award (Ch 25)
Cause #7 Cause #8 Cause #9
Shay draws a picture of Ally wearing | | Mr. Dariels offers fo feach Ally o Ally ard Keisha go o Alberts house
a dunce cap. (Ch 29) play chess after school (Ch 28-30) for the firgt time. (Ch 34)

- &

W
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' LANGUAGE

Below, read the quotes in the first column from the book which centain figurotive language. Highhight
or underline the port of the quote thot is figurotive. Then, circle the type of figuraotive longucge in the
second column. Last, justify your answers in the third column

Quote

TYPE OF
Figurative Language

I know this because...

1. “No matter how many times
| heve proyed and worked and
hoped, reading for me is still
like trying to moke sense of a
can of alphobet soup thot’s
been dumped on a plate.” (pg.
10)

Simile
Metophor
Personification
Idiom
Hyperbole

2. "I have a surprise. | have a
brend-new writing journal for
each of you, which you will
write in every day.’ Oh no I’d
rather eat grass.” {(pg. 53)

Simile
Metophor
Personification
Idiom
Hyperboie

3 "Every word 1s another
shovelful of dirt from the hole
Pve dug for myself So | figure
my best bet is to shut my
mouth™ (pg. 59)

Simile
Metophor
Personification
idiom
Hyperbole

4 “Mrs. Muldoon has turned
oround to stare. Her mouth i1s
open wide enough for o bird fo
build a nest in" (pg. 74)

Simile
Metaphor
Personification
Idiom
Hyperbole

5 "1 don’t think it 1s within my
noture to hit someone | will
not meet violence with
violence | won’t stoop to their
level’ [Albert says]” (pg 104)

Simile
Metaphor
Personification
idiom
Hyperbole




TYPE OF

Quote Figurative Language | I know this because...
[ 5] still 1 .
[Travis] still doesn Metaphor
answer. He just shokes the “ v
; i Personification
keys like o baby raftle” (pg
108) Idiom
Hyperbole
P S q Simile
r.uanier’s eyes are wioe, ME*DPWGF
ond they are waiting for me Personification
"Ally?* he says. “if*s okoy, now =
Take your time ™" (pg 123) \diom
Hyperbole
Simile
& "l stop like my feet are Metaphor
strapped to thousand-pound Personification
blocks ™ (pg. 148) Idiom
Hyperbole
Simile
q. "1 can't soy no to that deal Metaphor
Homewaork 15 gnily pne step Personification
above death.” (pg. 1W3) Idiom
Hyperbole
10. “The lody tells us that girls Simile
didn*t go to school as much as Metaphor
boys...My mind bites into thot Personification
ond | can’t stop thinking about Idiom
it" {pg 153} Hyperbole
11.“...1 think of words The Simile
power they hove How they Metaphor
can be waved around like o Parsonification
wand—sometfimes for good, |
like how Mr. Daniels uses giom
them * Hyperbole




Inalagiiam teed, -

Choose one of the charocters from the sfory. Write two Instogram poste from that dharacter's port of wiew, defaling imporfant events from the
glory. Include at least 3 hash tage per pest, along with a “phatograph® (fustrahon) of each event

VieLy B
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Date

— WRITTEN RESPONSE

Everyone iS Smart in different way:
But if you J\-ldﬁe a flsh on its ability to

it will Spend itS whole Life thinking that
W pend s ahupis N8

Directions: Analyze this quote from Mr. D. Why did he tell this to Ally?




Name

In the boxes below, you will find nine project choices to complete affer you finish the book. Each of
the projects is worth a certain number of stars. You must choose one or more projects that add vp

to at least

stars. Color in the stars of the project(s) you choose.

Boguaphy «
Po some research about a
famous person that is believed
to have dyslexia. Create a
project or display about this
person. Be sure 1o include
information about his/her life,
his/her struagles, and his/ner
accomphshments.

Payonighl, < =

Choose your favorite scenels)
from the story. Write it in the
form of a play. Either record it
to broadcast, or perform it live
in front of the class. You will
need to get some classmates to
play your supporting actors.

MM%MM

Choose another book by Lynda
Mullaly Hunt to read, such as
One for The Murphys. Make a
project that represents the
book in a creative way. For
example, you may write a book
report, or you may creafe an
art piece porfraying the book.
e~

Game bn oo
Create o board game that is
themed around the book. Your
qame must include a board,
game pieces, instructions,
question cards, and any other
materials needed to play the
game. You will prcswf your
game to the class.

Afllenale tnding =
Po you wish that Fish in a Tree
had a dif ferent ending? Write
an alternate ending to the
story. Include an illustration
with your alternate ending.

Newapapen, &
Write a complete newspaper
about the events that happen
in the book. Include some
articles, a comic strip, an
advertisement, an obitvary,
and any other newspaper parts
you can think of!

3P Chanadieny <+
Create 3P depictions of the
characters. You might vse clay,
play-doh, posterboard, yarn,
wood, or any other material
you choose. Inclvde index cards
with descriptions about each
character.

Q%D
OOO

Paper Bag Book vt
Fill a bag with 7-9 items that
represent important parts of
the book. Present the items to
the class and explain why each
item is important. Pesign the
ouvtside of the bag to include
the book’s title, avthor, and a
picture.

i =

Seelchpook of
Imposaible Things «
Get mspired and create your
own skefehbook of impossible
things. Include at least ten
sketches of impossible thinas.




Enrichment Packet

Science

Social Studies

The following pages reviews various skills acquired during the school
year in science and social studies class. Please bring these completed
pages to your homeroom teacher on the first day of school.



Mid-Western United States

2. Write the number for each state in the correct circle on

the map, 3. Find the state names in the word search and circle them.

DIRECTIONS: 1. Unscramble the ten state names,
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North Central United States

DIRECTIONS: 1. Unscramble the nine state names. 2. Write the number for each state in the correct circle on

the map. 3. Find the state names in the word search and circde them.
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North Eastern United States

DIRECTIONS: 1. Unscramble the eleven state names, 2, Write the number for each state in the correct circle
on the map. 3. Find the state names in the word search and circle them.
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Western United States

DIRECTIONS: 1. Unscramble the nine state names. 2. Write the number for each state in the correct circle on

the map. 3. Find the state names in the word search and circle them.
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South Eastern United States

DIRECTIONS: 1. Unscramble the eleven state names. 2. Write the number for each state in the correct circle
on the map. 3, Find the state names in the word search and circle them,
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MYSHERY

Fish in a Tree

MATERIALS: 1 shoekoox per group,
4-3 rubboer bonds per group,
variety of classroom oojects

The following team buiing challenge is perfect for students to complete affer reading
Chapter 14: Poxed in and Poxed Out. Students need to e divided info groups of 3-4 and
each given a shoekox. You wil need fo write a different numioer on the ox lids for each
group. (ie. If you have b groups, write the numioers 1-0 on the boox lids.) (The some
shoetoxes con also ke used later on for the Mind Movie Projector STEM chalenge ) The
student groups must secretly choose an ifem in the classroom fo ploce inSicle the box
without the other groups seeing. They con strefch ruloloer bands around the kbox fo keep it
closed fight while other groups ore frying fo figure out the object.

Each student will need a copy of the recording ooklet found on the following pages fo
record the properties of each olject ond their hypothesis for what they think the olject
might oe. You will only need as mony pages os the numioer of groups you have (minus their
Own group).

Students will rotate to the numioered boxes at each folle with their group. They wil
discuss, deboate, ond oloserve as many properties akoout the object os they con before
making their hypotheses as a group. This is a wonderful opportunity for your students fo

practice communication ond listening skils with one onother, as wel as explore their

different senses. kbant




MHSTER]

HOW DOES T SOUND?

HOW DOES IT MOVE?

WHAT I§ THE APPROXIMATE $IZE AND WEISHT?

MY HYPOTHESIS:

RESULT:




M45HER

HOW DOES IT SOUND?

HOW DOES IT MOVE?

WHAT 1§ THE APPROXIMATE S1ZE AND WEISHT?

MY HYPOTHESIS:

RESULT:




COL/IChEMIS TRY

Fish o e

NG tonort Alment 08 1+4: et en ivestgation o cefenmine whether
e mikin of 1o ormore Suostances reSuls nnew Substonces, 8-T6H
J Defin Sl sich protiem neflectng 0 need o 1 wont ol ncludes

Speoiied onter for SUccess and consihints on meterias, fme, o oost, 80
ET612 Genenote ond compane o possile Souions 1 protiem based on
H how wel each kel fo mee! he onteni ond conshai's o he protiem 8-0
A ET673:Plon cnd ooy ot fau te8ts i which voriokles ore controled ond e
0ol cre congidneet 10 enfy aspects of model o protofyne ol oan ke
mproved, COBS MATHOONTENT S0 8.2 Represent ond nfenpret ot

Cholenge Desoniption:Students wi conduct @ con cleanig exoenment USig viegor
oncl Sl fo ooserve o chemiool eoction. Trey wil o thol te viegor/Salf causes
what 5 coled on "oxiafion pocess” oS 1 reacts with e oxyden i the ar, Formig
00pper 0k 0 wel 8 molochl.

Suggested Moteria. 2 aged perves per group, 1 oup of white vieger p growp, !
Teaspoonof sl per group, 1 ponsio ik per group, 1ot oup per roup, | per
lowel per roup, 1 papen lafe per roup, woler for pnsing




ChEMISTRY

Fish in o Treg

Rossile Product

COIN CHENISTRY

Boths Roseon ¢ Latie i



ChEMLISTRY

Fishina Tree

What iS d Chemicdl Changeé? wnat type of chemical change
did You observe during
YOur penny tests?
What are Some exampies 0f WhY did thiS chemical
chemical changes? change occur?




oP INNINIATLLUS10/NS

Fish in o Tree

NGSS/CCSS Standards: 4-P§4-2. Develop a mode! to descrive that light
reflecting from objects and entering the eye allows objects to be seen.8-5-£T81

1: Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes
specified criteria for success ond constraints on materials, fime, or cost. 3-5-
ET81-2: Generate ond compare multiple possidle solutions o a problem based on
how wel each is likely fo mee! the criteria and constraints of the problem. 3-5-
ET81-3: Plon and carry out fair fests in which variables are controled and failure
points are considered to identify aspects

Challenge Description: Students wil observe ond discuss a variety of opticol
llusions anct how they work. They wil discover that color, lights ond pofferns con
create images that con ke deceptive or misleading fo our brains. The inf ormation
dathered by the eye is processed by the lorain, creating a perception that in
realify, cloes not match the frue image. Students will aiso create their own
spnning ilusions

Suggested Materiols: 1 st of optical ilusion task cands per group with reconding
sheet, 1set of spining ilusions templates per student, 4 straws per Student,
stapler for shared use

LESSONIPLAN

1. Project or display real Google images of optical ilusions. Compare the similarities ond dif ferences
in dif ferent designs and ask studkents o explain how they work.

2. One af a time, Share ondl dliscuss the optical ilusion fask cards with the students. Refer to the
provided vocaloulory cords as needed ond display in your classroom. Record student ideas on the
provided feacher charf throughout the discussion.

. Share the challenge, rules, and permitted materials with students. Have Students create fwo
premode Spinning illusions and once they see how they work, have them create two of their own:
one with a secret message with letters and the other with only pictures.

4. Hold o whole class closing discussion ond reflection, allowing Students fo share their Spinning
ilusions with other and discuss what they learned aloour optical llusions.
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Fishina Tree

Possidle Proauct

SPINNING ILlllSIllNS




oPLNNINIATLLUS10NS

Fish ina Tree
What iS an optical illusion?




SPINNING iLLUSIONS

Cut out each set of circles ond place them fack to back with the As and Ps aligned.
Slip a straw between the set of circles ond staple the circles fo the top of the strow.
Put the end of the straw between your honds. Quickly Slide your honds back ond forth to
twist the straw So that the images rofate quickly. What is hoppening to the images”?
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SPINNING iLLUSIONS

Now that you've discovered how Spinning ilusions work, create your own!
Design, color, ond assemiole one ilusion using only leffers andl one using only pictures.
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structure of a food web
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Many organisms make up a food web Animais ke zebras are herbivores, or consumers thal eat only plants. Lions are carnivores, or

animais that eat other consumers

Every living being is part of a food chain. Food and the animals that eat the food make up a food
chain. For example, plants and grasses are food for zebras. Zebras are food for lions. Plants, zebras
and lions make up a food chain.

There are many different food chains in an ecosystem. All together, the food chains in the
ecosystem make a food web.

Trophic Levels

Organisms in food webs are grouped into categories. NATIONAL
These categories are called trophic levels. G EOG RAPH Ic
Producers

Organisms in the first trophic level are called producers. Plants are producers. Algae and some
bacteria are also producers. Each producer makes its own food. Most producers use

This article s avadable at 5 reading levels at hitps /inewsela com



photosynthesis. This is a series of chemical reactions. Plants use these reactions to make energy
from sunlight, carbon dioxide and water.

Consumers Energy Pyramid

The next trophic levels are animals that eat producers.
These animals are called consumers.

The first level of consumers is made of herbivores. s ? pa,
These animals are also called primary consumers. WA il B y S 4
They eat plants, algae apd other producers. Deer, mice el e Th ‘
and elephants are herbivores. They eat grasses, shrubs

and trees. In the desert, a mouse is a primary —

consumer. It eats seeds and fruit. In the ocean, many
fish and turtles are herbivores. They eat algae
and seagrass.

Secondary consumers eat herbivores. In a desert, a secondary consumer may be a snake. It eats
mice. In underwater kelp forests, sea otters are secondary consumers. They hunt sea urchins.

Animals in the next level are called tertiary consumers. They eat secondary consumers. In the
desert, an owl or eagle may hunt snakes.

Top predators are also called apex predators. They eat other consumers. No other consumers eat
them. Lions are apex predators on the grasslands of Africa. In the ocean, the great white shark is
an apex predator. In the desert, bobcats and mountain lions are top predators.

Consumers can be carnivores or omnivores. Carnivores only eat meat. Omnivores eat both meat
and plants.

Detritivores And Decomposers

Detritivores and decomposers make up the last part of food chains. Detritivores eat plants and
animals that are not alive. For instance, vultures eat dead animals.

Some organisms, like fungi and bacteria, are
decomposers. They turn decaying plants into

soil. Decomposers allow food chains to start over. For
example, grass makes its own energy through
photosynthesis. A rabbit eats the grass. Then a fox
eats the rabbit. When the fox dies, worms and fungi
break down its body. The body returns to the soil.
There, it leaves nutrients for plants to grow.

Biomass

Biomass is the energy in living organisms. Producers use the sun's energy to create biomass. The
higher the trophic level, the lower the biomass. There is more energy in lower trophic levels than
in higher ones.

There are always more producers than herbivores in a healthy food web. A healthy food web has
many producers and many herbivores. It only has a few carnivores and omnivores.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https:/newsela.com.



Every part of a food chain is connected to other food chains. When one part is in danger, others

are also at risk. If plants are destroyed, herbivores don't have enough to eat. Their numbers go
down. The number of plants can decrease because of drought or disease.

Humans can also destroy food chains by destroying habitats. People cut down forests. We use the
lumber for buildings. We also pave over grasslands to build shopping malls or parking lots.

Bioaccumulation

Sometimes, pesticides can affect food chains. Pesticides get into the soil and water. Animals eats
plants that are covered in pesticides. The pesticides stay in the animals' fat. When a carnivore eats
that animal, it also eats the pesticides. This is called bioaccumulation.

Bioaccumulation happens in water ecosystems, too. Runoff from cities or farms can be polluted.
Algae, bacteria and seagrass absorb the pollutants. Sea turtles and fish eat the seagrass. Then,
sharks or tuna eat those fish. When people finally eat the tuna, that meal is full of pesticides.

In the 1940s and 1950s, bald eagles began disappearing. One major cause was a pesticide called
DDT. The name DDT stands for dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane. It was used to kill insects that
spread diseases. DDT builds up in soil and water. Worms, grasses, algae and fish ate organisms
with DDT. Bald eagles ate the fish. They had high amounts of DDT in their bodies. They got it from

their prey. These eagles started laying eggs with thin shells. These shells often broke before the
baby birds hatched.

The U.S. government decided to ban DDT. Food webs have come back in most parts of the
country. Bald eagle chicks are able to hatch.

Fast Facts:
Lost Energy

Higher trophic levels have less biomass. That is because most of an organism's biomass, or energy,
is lost as heat or waste. A predator eats only the biomass that is left.

A Million To One

Marine food webs are usually larger than food webs on land. Scientists have measured how large.
If a food web has a million producers, like algae and seagrass, it may only have 10,000 herbivores.
This food web may only have 100 secondary consumers, like tuna. At the top of this massive food
web, there is only one apex predator. This apex predator could be a human being.

Out For Blood

One of the first people to talk about food webs was Al-Jahiz. He was a scientist in Baghdad, Iraq.
He lived in the early 800s, almost 1,200 years ago. Al-Jahiz wrote about mosquitoes preying on
the blood of elephants and hippos. He understood that although mosquitoes preyed on other
animals, they were prey, too. They were eaten by animals such as flies and small birds.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at hitps //newsela com



Why are fish, snakes, and lions all considered consumers?

(A) They eat other organisms to get energy.

(8) They all eat plants.

(C) They turn dead organisms into soil.

(D) Each one is consumed by some other organism.

Read the section "Biomass.”

Which sentence from the section supports the idea that producers are needed for a heaithy food chain?

(A) Biomass is the energy in living organisms.

(B) If plants are destroyed, herbivores don't have enough to eat.

(C) The number of plants can decrease because of drought or disease.
(D) We also pave over grassiands to build shopping malis or parking lots.

How are detritivores and decomposers important in a food chain?

(A) They turn dead animals and decaying plants into soil nutrients for plants to use again.
(8) They make sure poliutants do not bioaccumuiate in the ecosystem.

(C) They are eaten by the producers.

(D) They balance the biomass when there are 100 many consumers.

Read the following paragraph from the section "A Million To One."

Marine food webs are usually larger than food webs on land. Scientists have measured how
large. If a food web has a million producers, like algae and seagrass, it may only have 10,000
herbivores. This food web may only have 100 secondary consumers, like tuna. At the top of this
massive food web, there is only one apex predator. This apex predator could be a human being.

What conclusion can the reader make from this paragraph?

(A) There are many more apex predators in the oceans than there are on land.
(B) Human beings are the only apex predator in water or on land.

(C) Algae and seagrass are less important than tuna and sharks.

(D) There are many more producers in the oceans than apex predators.

How do producers get their energy?

(A) by absorbing it from the soil

(B) from the primary consumers that eat them

(C) through a process calied bioaccumulation

(D) through a series of chemical reactions called photosynthesis



Complete the sentence.

Decomposers cause

(A) chemicals that build up in animals In the food chain
(8) chemical reactions that make energy from suniight
(C) food chains to start over with nutrients in the soil
(D) food chains to have lower biomass near the top

How IS the sun Is the original source of energy for all animals.

A
(6)
©)
(0)

Animals absorb sunlightthrough their skin, roviding them withenergy
Through bioaccumulation, sunlight s passed through the food chain.
Plants use sunllgm to make their own food and animais eat plants or other animais.

When decomposers break down plants they make the sun's energy avallable for animals to use.

How did bioaccumulation hurt bald eagles?

()
(6)
C)
(0)

It caused pesticides {o Kill the DUQS and creatures that the eagles counted on for food.

It caused pestiides to buikd up inthe food chain that made the eagles' egg shells oo thn
It caused the forest habitats where the eagles lived to e cut down for buidings

It caused the forest habiats o lose their energy by Kiling ther habitat producers.
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[ teach other teachers. I show people how to be the best teachers they can be. But I'm also
different. I have learning challenges.

I found my life's calling thanks to educators who were dedicated to me. My disabilities could have
defined me, but I didn't let them. 1 am not learning-disabled, I am Jim.

My Disability

Born in 1970, I suffered a head injury as a voung boy. Perhaps that led to my learning problems,
but doctors aren't really sure. What I do know for sure is that in kindergarten I could not spell my
name, James. That is when I became Jim.

I decided school was about one thing, learning to read and write. Since I was poor at both, I did
not like school, and I didn't like myself very much either. At the age of 6, I was diagnosed with
dyslexia. This is a learning disability that makes it very hard for someone to read words, letters or
symbols.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at hitps://newsela com




Then something changed. New teachers, called special
education teachers, came to my school. They brought
a study plan made just for kids like me. They showed
me how to read and write in special new ways. For
example, I learned I could read books by looking at
pictures or by acting out the stories.

All this happened because, in 1975, U.S. lawmakers
passed an education law for Kkids like me. It was called
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. It
created special education programs for all students
with disabilities.

How | Learned

I wanted to be a learner, reader, thinker and

writer. That was a challenge since I could not tell left
from right. But that changed in my second year of the
first grade.

One day, I got sticky tar on the side of my shoes. The

next morning, I lined up the pair so they stuck together just right. Next, I slid my feet into the
correct left and right shoes. I was able to put my shoes on the right feet all by myself. The tar
helped me figure out which was which.

I learned to use objects around me to figure out directions. Then, directions helped me learn to
write and read. One day, one of my teachers told me: "Write from left to right.” I asked what was
left and what was right. She took my paper, moved the holes of the paper to one side of my desk
and said: "The holes face this way, left." I looked in that direction and saw some huge windows. |
moved the holes of my paper toward the windows. After that, I never wrote on the wrong side
again.

I had understood how to figure out directions. I used that skill to understand letters. Some letters,
like the letter B, face to the right. I could finally get better at reading and writing.

College And Beyond

College was a bigger challenge. Learning how to spell seemed impossible for me. Once 1 got a
personal computer, though, everything changed, since I could use programs that checked my
spelling. Now I could turn in clean papers without worrying about handwriting or mistakes.

I completed my Bachelor of Science degree with top grades. Later, I completed my master's degree
to become an expert on education. I even got a Ph.D. in education, with top grades.

Making A Difference

I am now a professor at Tarleton State University in Texas. I work with students to help them
focus on their abilities, not on their disabilities. I have a purpose. I belong. More than anything
else, I am Jim,

This article is avaidable at 5 reading levels at hitps //newseia com




I am grateful for laws like the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act. They have given me and
others like me the chance to succeed.

James Gentry is a professor at Tarleton State
University, Texas.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at hitps /newseia. com




Which section gives information about HOW Jim uses what he has leamed to help others?

(A)
(8)
€)
(©)

Introduction [paragraphs 1-2]
"My Disability”

*College And Beyond”
"Making A Difference”

Read the section “"How | Leamed.”

Which answer choice BEST describes the structure of the section?

(A)
8)
(C)
(D)

cause and effect
compare and contrast
problem and solution

question and answer

Which option accurately compares HOW the author felt about school before and after the law that created special education

programs?
(A)

(8)

(€)

(D)

Before, he thought everyone else disliked going 1o school as much as he did. After, he realized that
other kids lked school more than he did

Before, he did not like going to school because it was hard 10 read and write. Alter, he leamed new
ways 10 figure things out thanks to his teachers

Before, he enjoyed going 10 school because he did not have to work hard. After, he iked school less
because his teachers forced him 1o read

Before, he did not worry about going to school because he did not pay attention. After, he tried to work
more with other students who could help him

Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-2)

I found my life’s calling thanks to educators who were dedicated to me. My disabilities could have
defined me, but | didn't let them. | am not leaming-disabled, | am Jim.

What Is the author's point of view about his disabilites?

(A)
(8)
€
(D)

They were something he worked 10 get past,
They are an important part of who he is
They stopped him from leaming many things
They had no effect on the cholces he made

This article is available at 5 reading levels at hitps_//newseia com.




