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Dear Seniors and Parents; 
 
Good morning. Thank you for taking the time to talk on the phone this week regarding plans for the Commencement Ceremony for 
the Class of 2020. I just wanted to get you a few of the times and procedures in writing. 
 

• The Commencement Ceremony will take place on the elementary ball field at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, June 5 (weather 
permitting.) 

o The ceremony is for immediate family only (parents, siblings, grandparents.) If you have not already done so please 
provide me with a count for your family so that we can have a space blocked off. Please note that we will be 
videotaping the ceremony and posting it for all to watch ASAP. 

o Please park in the elementary parking lot. 
o Please remember to “bring your own chair.” We will have chairs for the graduates. 
o Arrive around 5:45. Ideally we would like to avoid having people here too early, while also avoid having people 

arrive after we begin. 
o With the exception of the graduates, we are asking that all those in attendance wear masks 
o Graduates will be lining up in the elementary parking lot with Mrs. Yost. As a reminder; 

§ Graduates should remember to bring their cap and gown 
§ It is ECS policy that no alterations (i.e. decorations) be applied to the cap or gown. Also, please remember 

to wear shoes that are easy to walk in. 
§ We will have items such as honor cords or NHS stoles for those students who have received them. 

• Following the ceremony there will be a community parade, which is scheduled to begin at 6:40 p.m. 
o Each graduate should provide their own parade vehicle and parent driver. An adult driver other than a parent is 

permissible, but must be cleared through me. 
o Parade vehicles should be lined up on the dirt road next to the elementary ball field by 5:30 p.m. at the latest. Parade 

vehicles may be dropped off at any time on Friday. 
o Parade vehicles may be decorated. 
o The parade will proceed from the school up main street to the corner, turn left, and end near the Ellsworth Farmer’s 

Exchange. 
 
As a reminder, if you have not already done so please email, call, or text me with the following information. 
 

1. The number of immediate family members (not counting the graduate) that will be in attendance. 
agaffney@ellsworth.k12.mi.us or 231-675-2019. 

2. How you would like your graduate announced when diplomas are presented. 
a. What official first name would you like read? Would you like their middle name read? 
b. How would you like parents introduced. 

i. For example, if I were graduating I would be introduced as Aaron David Gaffney, son of Dave Gaffney and 
Terry Moore and Rhonda and Wayne Dedyne 

3. Do you need the school to find a parade vehicle and drivers for your graduate? 
 
Thank you for your patience and support as we worked through how to best adhere to the Governor’s Exectutive Orders while still 
providing a graduation ceremony for our students and their immediate families. We are excited to see everyone on Friday. Please 
reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aaron 


