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LITERACY NEWSLETTER 
“A READER LIVES A THOUSAND LIVES BEFORE HE DIES…THE MAN WHO NEVER READS LIVES 

ONLY ONE.” GEORGE R.R. MARTIN 

 

Growing Fluent 

Readers 

What is reading fluency? Fluency is the ability to 

read quickly, accurately, and with expression. In 

short, you know what reading fluency is when you 

hear it. You also know it when you don’t hear it. The 

good news is that fluency, like many other reading 

skills, can be practiced and improved upon with time.  

 

How can you help at home? Here are a few tips to 

improve fluency for children at different reading 

stages. 

 

 Not all children read fluently at first. When 

learning to read, children focus on decoding 

the word, breaking apart each sound to make 

the word. If they don’t go back and read the 

whole word, encourage beginning readers to 

do so. 

 Children learn from watching the world 

around them so model fluent reading for 

them. Read aloud for them to show how to 

read at a good pace, with accuracy, and lots 

of expression! Kids love it when specific 

characters have their own “voice” in a story.  

 Fluency can be built when you read 

something several times. Reread some of 

those old picture books or family favorites. 

 Feel like some drama? Try acting out the 

lines characters say in a book or do a play as 

a family.  

 Knock, knock. Who’s there? Jokes are a 

great way to work on reading fluency AND 

have a few laughs together. Find some joke 

books and read them aloud or Google kid 

jokes. BONUS FEATURE: This is also a 

great way to pass the time if you are on long 

car trip.  

 

Building Vocabulary Through Books  

All parents want their kids to succeed in 

school. Research shows that students who have 

strong vocabularies perform better in school. 

So what can we do, as parents, to help our 

children develop a more robust vocabulary? 

 

First, you can read a variety of books, 

magazines, newspaper and environmental 

print. The more words your child reads, the 

more words they will learn. Eventually they 

will use them when they speak and when they 

write. As you read, notice new and interesting 

words. Discuss what the words mean. Maybe 

even keep a running list of the words your 

child has discovered.  

 

If reading on a tablet or device is the reality in 

your house right now, use that to your 

advantage. Many e-reader programs have 

features that can highlight text. Show your 

child how to highlight words they don’t know 

as they read, you can revisit them together later 

to talk about what they mean. E-readers may 

also allow your child to select an unknown 

word and look up the definition. You can 

explore these tools together to see if they are 

helpful for your reader.  

 

Nonfiction books and texts are full of 

vocabulary words that students may not know 

prior to reading about the topic. These 

vocabulary words are often important to 

understanding the concept or topic as well. 

Children should be encouraged to use the text 

and/or glossary to help them understand 

unfamiliar words. If your child is exploring a 

new topic, have them share what they learned 

with you using “expert” words that were in the 

text.  

 

Vocabulary acquisition happens in 

conversation as well. When talking with your 

child, make it a point to introduce new 

vocabulary words so that children hear them in 

context. You can also make a game of thinking 

of synonyms for words we use all the time, 

replacing those overused words with the 

newer, more sophisticated words. Have fun 

learning new words together! 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUMMER READING  
LOOKING TO EXPLORE SOME NEW BOOKS WITH YOUR CHILD THIS SUMMER? CLICK ON THE IMAGES FOR LINKS TO SUMMER READING 

INFORMATION AND LISTS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES.  

      

 

There are a number of authors that make 

a point of using sophisticated words in 

their books so that children are exposed 

to new words. My favorite authors are: 
 

 Lemony Snicket 

 Sharon Creech 

 Patricia MacLachlan 

 Carmen Agra Deedy 

 Kate DiCamillo 

 E. B. White 

 Jane O’Connor 
 

Classic children’s literature like 

Pinocchio, Heidi, and Little Women are 

also great choices for vocabulary.  

 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list
https://www.scholastic.com/site/summer/home.html
https://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/summer#booklists
https://diversebooks.org/resources/summer-reading-series/
https://edgewaterlibrary.org/kids/

