
PRESS RELEASE 
May 28, 2020 
 
Cooperstown Central School District Presents Plan for Commencement for the Class of 2020 
 
The Cooperstown Central School District will honor our graduating seniors with a 
commencement ceremony to be held the evening of June 28th. We strive to hold fast to the many 
traditions District seniors and their families expect, but we also must recognize that this year 
brings special circumstances. Our goal is to make this graduation as special as possible. Firm 
plans regarding time, locations, and specific directions will be announced no later than Monday, 
June 8.  
 
The District has been working over the last month with students, faculty, administrative leaders, 
class advisors, community members, and our local COVID Task Force. The Governor’s 
restrictions indicate that large gatherings, which include commencement ceremonies, must be 
strictly controlled. We have worked closely with the Otsego County Health Department and will 
adhere to their guidance regarding the avoidance of large gatherings. With this guidance in mind, 
the following plans have been developed for the Class of 2020 commencement ceremony;  
 
We will be holding an outdoor event that will involve parents (families) driving onto campus and 
parking in a designated parking spot from which to watch either live speakers or a pre-recorded 
program. We are hoping to allow for students to exit their cars and receive their diplomas, but if 
NY State will not allow this due to safety concerns, we will mail diplomas and other honors 
home.  
 
Prior to the “drive in” commencement ceremony, there will be a community “Parade of Seniors”. 
We will ask parents to meet at a time and location and there will be a pre-designated route (will 
be announced shortly). We ask all members of the community to show their support during the 
“Parade of Seniors”. While using safe social distancing, we ask our community to join with us- 
banners, signs, black and orange, bells, balloons, and cheering our Class of 2020 as they begin 
the next chapter of their lives.  
 
Additionally, “Project Prom” (which is a non-school volunteer parent driven organization) has 
pivoted its mission this year to become “Project Graduation”. We are so thankful to have the 
support of our parents during this time. Please stay tuned to hear about the exciting plans that this 
organization is planning! 


