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Wednesday, August 16th  

6:00 –8:00 p.m. 

 

First Day of School—8:15 a.m. 

Breakfast @ 7:30 a.m. 

Thursday, August 17th 

1:00 p.m. Dismissal—No Preschool 
 

Preschool begins on August 21 

 



 

SUPERINTENDENT SMALL TALK 



 
             

   

 

SUPERINTENDENT SMALL TALK 



Greetings from  

Eric Miller—-High School Principal 

Pendragon Students, Parents, and Community Members, 

 

Greeting to everyone and welcome to another year at Pender Jr/Sr High school. I know it is hard to believe 

that another summer has flown by and it is time to start thinking about bringing the students and staff back 

to Pender Public Schools. To me, this time of year is exciting and I do look forward to seeing everyone again 

and welcoming in new faces.  

 

Speaking of new faces, we do need to welcome 2 new teachers to the Pender secondary family. Katie Meier 

will join the Science department this year having just graduated from Wayne State College. You may re-

member that Ms. Meier was a student teacher with us last fall and we are happy to have her back here full 

time. She will be replacing Mrs. Jennifer Davis who has moved to a new position in the district. Mrs. Davis 

will take over as the Director of Technology for the district. As the needs in technology have grown in 

schools, so has the need for someone to lead us in both technology curriculum and technical support. Mrs. 

Davis is currently working on her doctorate in Technology Instruction through UNL and will do a fabulous 

job for our district. Another new face in the halls will be Mr. Brett Mauler. Mr. Mauler has just graduated 

from University of Nebraska Kearney and he will be  

joining our Social Sciences department with the retirement of Greg Conroy. Along with teaching, each of the 

new staff members will be helping with JH and HS activities outside the school day. When you get the 

chance please welcome them to Pender. 

 

The summer maintenance staff has again done a wonderful job of cleaning and renovating parts of the 

school. You will find new carpet and paint in several areas of the building and other small updates to make 

this a great place to be. A new roof is also being put on part of the building as we continue to invest in this 

facility and make it a great place to be.  

 

We will be having an open house event on the evening of August 16th. Events will start at 6:00 pm with 

mandatory technology meetings taking place at 6:30 pm for grades 4-8 and 7:15 pm for grades 9-12. Please 

remember we need at least 1 parent or guardian to attend the technology session on that night. This will 

also be a good chance to meet teachers or say hello to new and returning staff.  

           Continued on page 5 

 

 



 

Greetings from  

Eric Miller—-High School Principal 

Continued from page 4 

 

One new item to the building will be the introduction of Chrome Books to grades 4-8. We have expanded 

our 1 to 1 offering to grades 4-6 and replaced the old, white, MacBooks in the Junior High with new Chrome 

Books. This will be a nice upgrade for the JH students and provide the elementary students more opportuni-

ties to expand their knowledge and use of technology in the classroom.  

 

There are some minor changes in the student hand books for the kids when they return to school. Every-

thing will be covered in detail in the first few days. One new addition will be 9th period on Wednesdays. As 

you know, last year we let students out at 2:30 pm on Wednesdays for staff in-service. This year only stu-

dents with all their course work completed will be allowed to leave early. Those who do not have work 

done or have had late work during the week will report to 9th period. Students who miss this time will be 

counted as absent or truant and will be required to make up time. As with last year. Transportation will be 

provided for those students who need it. If JH or HS students need to watch an elementary sibling, the Ele-

mentary afterschool program is open until 5:00.  

 

I will again be asking teachers to challenge students in each and every class they take. High academic stan-

dards are the keys to success when the students leave this building. Our teachers are here to help students 

and pushing students to be their best and not settling for anything less is what I expect of them. We are for-

tunate this year to be able to add 3 new classes that can be taken for college credit. Mr. King has earned his 

Master’s Degree in Mathematics and will be able to teach College Algebra, Statistics, and Technical Math in 

our building. We will also continue to partner with 5 other schools in our Pathway’s to Tomorrow consor-

tium and offer classes in Beemer that focus on Career Readiness. Students were able to take classes in Com-

puter Programing last year and we have added classes in Health Sciences and Construction this school year 

as well. We expect this program to continue to expand and offer more opportunities to our students in the 

years to come.  

 

I look forward to seeing all the kids on day one of the school year, and seeing all of you as you continue to 

support our Pendragons. Please check out the activities calendar as we roll into the fall season. Feel free to 

contact us to ask any questions you may have as day 1 quickly approaches.  

 

See you soon! 

 

Eric Miller, 7-12 Principal  

 

 



 



 



Greetings to all!  The 2017-2018 school year is right around the corner and I am getting excited.  Every year  

presents new challenges and I always welcome them as they always teach me something new about myself and the way 

that I can assist students. A few years back I had the opportunity to speak with a very experienced counselor and gained 

advice on making our guidance program work towards benefitting every student. It was stated that it may take four to five 

years for me to get the program where I would like it to be, and then there will always be changes that can be made to adapt 

to the changing times.  Guess what, I am now beginning year five and excited about implementing some new twists into  

already established programs in hopes that it will be helpful to each and every student in our school system. I will continue 

to find things that will benefit all of our students because I do believe we have a great bunch of kids here and I am willing to 

assist them in overcoming the obstacles that may impede them from trying to reach goals. As always, I am looking forward 

to the new school year, and as we like to say, “It’s a great day to be a Pendragon!”   

 

Senior Work Nights: I will again be hosting informational and work nights throughout the year for the Class of 2018 and 

their parents. These nights will contain information about what seniors should be doing at the current moment to prepare 

themselves for college. I will be hosting the first night in late August or early September depending on what other activities 

are scheduled.  Along with this night I will discuss plans on preparing other work night for seniors in which we will  

designate time towards working on resumes and filling out scholarship applications. Things always seem to change each 

year so it is recommended that attendance to these meetings has a priority. If you do miss do not worry, there are many 

options I have to stay in contact with students. One of the latest things to be implemented is the Naviance/Family  

Connection web-based program that was purchased for our school through Pathways2Tomorrow (PT2) funds. This  

program will be explained in more detail on our first scheduled work night. 

 

ACT Testing:  The school will once again be a test site for students taking the ACT. We will be a testing center for the  

October, December, and April tests. With the state-wide ACT for all juniors again in April there may be the possibility that 

low registration numbers may mean students would have to test at another site. A reminder to all students and parents that 

early registration for tests hosted here is recommended. There have been times in the past when students wait too long and 

there are no more available seats at the Pender testing site and these students have had to travel elsewhere. Seniors please 

be aware that the December test would be the latest possible test to send scores to colleges. The majority of schools have 

scholarship deadlines by January 1st and the scores from the December test would make it to schools in time for you to be 

considered for certain types of financial aid. 

 

 

 

 

Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required) 

September 9, 2017 August 4, 2017 August 5-18, 2017 

October 28, 2017 September 22, 2017 September 23-October 6, 2017 

December 9, 2017 November 3, 2017 November 4-17, 2017 

February 10, 2018* January 12, 2018 January 13-19, 2018 

April 14, 2018 March 9, 2018 March 10-23, 2018 

June 9, 2018 May 4, 2018 May 5-18, 2018 

July 14, 2018* June 15, 2018 June 16-22, 2018 

The Counselor’s Corner 







Physical Examinations 

Nebraska School Law states that all out-of-state 

transfer students, kindergartners, seventh grade stu-

dents and all athletic participants, must have a physi-

cal within the last 6 months before starting school or 

practice.  The cost is the individual family’s responsi-

bility.  NSAA states all athletic participants must have 

a physical after May 1st for the following school year 

 Fall Sports Scrimmages 

Softball-August 14th 6:30 p.m. in Wisner 

Football-Friday, August 18th: 7:00 p.m. 

Volleyball-Thursday, August 24th: 5:30 p.m. 

Admission to FB & VB scrimmage 

Non-Perishable Food Item/Paper products 
for local food pantry 

 

Sports Practice 

Practice for all 9th-12th grade sports will begin on August 7th.  Athletes must have physi-

cal form turned in before the start of practice.  You can pick up a physical form in the 

office, in the weight room or at the Pender Medical Clinic.  

 



Student//-Parent Information 

Child Find Notice 

Any parent, medical office, or other person in the 

Pender Public School District who knows of any 

resident child under the age of 21 who may have 

a handicapping condition that has not yet been 

identified, please contact Kelly Ballinger at the 

Pender Public School at 402.385.3244 ext. 2150 

Right of Privacy Notification 

Pender Public Schools plan to continue their   
policy of routinely releasing to the news media, 

the schools web pages etc. information regarding 
students attending the school.  The release may 

include such items as the student’s name,        
parents’ name, age, chronological class          

placement, athletic teams (including heights and 
weights), music, drama/speech, honor roll,           

scholastic honors, and other similar pertinent 
data. 

Parents who DO NOT wish to have such            
information disseminated involving their          

students are requested to attach a letter to the 
handbook signature page. 

As a parent, you have the right to: 1) inspect and 
review your child’s education record and ask for 
an explanation of any item in the record: 2) be 
informed of the types and location of records 

being collected or used by the school; 3) ask for 
an amendment of any record you feel is            

inaccurate, 4)give or withhold consent to disclose 
your child’s records, 5) be told to whom            

information has been disclosed; and 6) to be    
informed before information in your child’s file is 

destroyed.  As a parent you have the further 
right to consent or deny permission for your child 

to be evaluated and possibly placed in Special 
Education Programs or to have the child’s        

current Special Education Program amended. 

     

  PreK-6th Grade 

Thursday, September 7 

     7th-12th Grade 

Friday, September 8 

Picture Day 

 

Monday 

August 28th 

All Students  

Hearing Screening 

Bus Information 

Families utilizing the bus 

route will be receiving in-

formation by mail regard-

ing their child’s route and 

times.   



















Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main or poptart or yogurt, cereal, toast 

and 2 drinks 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

   August Lunch  

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.65  $2.05 

K-6  $1.65  $2.30 

7-12  $1.65  $2.55 

Adults  $2.15  $3.55 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or poptart - $.75   

Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 

salad bar) -  $.75 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1   2   3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 French toast sticks 

Hot dog bar 

Chips 

Baked beans 

Pineapple 

18  Biscuit/gravy 

BBQ Rib/bun 

Tater tots 

Broccoli 

Fruit cocktail 

19 

20 21  Donuts 

Chicken patty/bun 

French fries 

Corn  

Pears 

22  Breakfast bites 

Taco 

Spanish rice 

Mandarin oranges 

Brownie 

23  Pancakes/sausage 

Ham & cheese/bun 

Chips 

California blend 

Peaches 

24  Omelet 

Chicken alfredo 

Broccoli 

Applesauce 

Garlic bread 

25  Biscuit/gravy 

BBQ meatball 

Cheesy hashbrowns 

Green bean casserole 

Pineapple 

Bun 

26 

27 28  Dutch waffle 

Chicken fried steak 

Mashed taters 

Peas 

Fruit cocktail 

Bun 

29  Breakfast stick 

Tavern 

Tater wedges 

Corn casserole 

Pears 

30  Coffee cake 

Spaghetti/sauces 

Lettuce salad 

Mandarin oranges 

Breadstick 

31  Breakfast sandwich 

Scalloped taters & ham 

Green beans 

Peaches 

Bun 

  



 

  September Lunch  

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  Biscuit/gravy 

Saucy sub 

Broccoli 

Applesauce 

Pudding  cup 

2 

3 4   

NO SCHOOL 

5  Long john 

Taco boat 

Spanish rice 

Pineapple 

6  Muffin 

Chicken ‘n noodles 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 

Bun 

7  Turnover 

Pizza 

Corn 

Pears 

Rice crispy bar 

8  Biscuit/gravy 

Cheeseburger 

French fries 

California blend 

Mandarin oranges 

9 

10 11  French toast stick 

Lasagna 

Peas 

Peaches 

Garlic bread 

12  Donuts 

Chicken strips 

Mac ‘n cheese 

Green beans 

Applesauce 

13  Breakfast bites 

Turkey club 

Chips 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

14 Pancakes/sausage 

BBQ rib/bun 

Tater tots 

Green bean casserole 

Fruit cocktail 

15  Biscuit/gravy 

Taco 

Spanish rice 

Pears 

Cookie 

16 

17 18  Omelet 

Chicken patty/bun 

French fries 

Corn casserole 

Mandarin oranges 

19  Dutch waffle 

BBQ meatballs 

Cheesy taters 

Green beans 

Peaches 

Bun 

20  Breakfast stick 

Goulash 

Corn 

Applesauce 

Bun 

21  Coffee cake 

Chicken alfredo 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

Breadstick 

 

22  Biscuit/gravy 

Tavern 

Tater tots 

California blend 

Fruit cocktail 

23 

24 25  Breakfast sandwich 

Chicken fried steak 

Mashed taters 

Green bean casserole 

Pears 

Bun 

26  Long john 

Scalloped taters & ham 

Peas 

Mandarin oranges 

Bun 

 

27  Muffin 

Hot dog bar 

Chips 

Baked beans 

Peaches 

 

28  Turnover 

Saucy sub 

Corn 

Applesauce 

Brownie 

29  Biscuit/gravy 

Tater tot casserole 

Green beans 

Pineapple 

Bun 

 

 

 

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.65  $2.05 

K-6  $1.65  $2.30 

7-12  $1.65  $2.55 

Adults  $2.15  $3.55 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or poptart - $.75   

Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 

salad bar) -  $.75 

Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main or poptart or yogurt, cereal, toast 

and 2 drinks 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 



LUNCH/BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

INFORMATION 

Application forms for free and reduced meals are in this 
newsletter.  Please fill out and return before school begins.  
A new form must be returned for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  If a new form is not received the computer will  
automatically switch you to paid status in September.  If 
you are not sure whether you will qualify it does not hurt to  
complete the application.  If your household income  
changes feel free to contact the school at anytime to  
complete a free/reduced lunch form. 

 
The lunch program at Pender Public Schools will offer a  
daily main entrée, yogurt or a salad. 

 
The federal hot lunch guidelines state that students need to 
have 3 food groups on their tray to make it a reimbursable 
tray.  They do not need to eat those three things, they just 
need to have them on their tray.  If you have any questions 
about the lunch program, you can contact Pam Buchholz at 
385-3244.   

**All students will be charged for seconds.  
 
**Free and reduced students under the federal  
guidelines will only receive 1 free or reduced lunch.  
They will be charged the full amount for seconds. 
 
If your child does not eat hot lunch and would like milk with 
their meal the cost is $.45 per carton. 

 
The student’s lunch money should be turned in to the office 
before or after school.  Lunch bills will be sent home with 
the oldest student in each family on a weekly basis.  

  Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.65  $2.05 
K-6  $1.65  $2.30 
7-12  $1.65  $2.55 
Adults  $2.15  $3.55 
 
Extra Milk or Juice $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main $.75   
Extra Breakfast Side $.50 
Extra Lunch Main $1.25    
Extra Lunch Side $.75 
 

 

Elementary Milk Break  
Milk break prices for grades K-3 are by 
the semester only, at a cost of $35.00 

per semester.  The milk fee must be paid 
at the beginning of each semester.  For 

Preschool milk prices, please contact  
Andrea Hansen at 385-3244 ext. 2100 

In order to avoid a negative lunch balance, please 
make sure you give the District Office a current 
email address. Our lunch program is set up to 

automatically send weekly 
 statements. You may also, update your email 

address by calling 385-3244 or email Lisa Johnson 
at lijohns1@penderschools.org 

Please make separate checks for: 

Lunch payments 

Preschool-3rd grade milk break 

Computer insurance 

As mandated by the Nebraska Department of            
Nutrition  Services, if you would like to provide 
lunch/breakfast for your child than what is being 
offered by Pender Public Schools, it must be for 
your child/children ONLY. You are NOT allowed 
to bring lunch/breakfast into the school for any 
other student. If you have any questions regard-
ing these guidelines/policies, please contact the 
school office at 385-3244.  

















 



 



 Attachment L:  2017-18 

 

NE Department of Education – Nutrition Services   Page 1 of 1 
National School Lunch Program 

 

 

 
Sharing Information with Other Programs - Optional 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 

To save you time and effort, the information you gave on your Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application 
may be shared with other programs for which your children may qualify.  
 
For the following programs, we must have your permission to share your information. Sending in this form 
will not change whether your children get free or reduced price meals. 
 

 Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Application with extra curricular activities.  

 Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Application with vocal and instrumental music honors. 

 Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Application with special scholarships. 

 

If you checked “yes” to any or all of the boxes above, complete the following form to ensure that your 
information is shared for the child(ren) listed below. Your information will be shared only with the programs 
you checked. 

Child’s Name:  School:  

Child’s Name:  School:  

Child’s Name:  School:  

Child’s Name:  School:  

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

Address:  

 

 

For more information, you may call Lisa Johnson at 402.385.3244 or  
email at lijohns1@penderschools.org 

 
Return this form to: Pender Public Schools, 609 Whitney Street, Pender, NE  68047 by 

 

If you fill out application for free/reduced meals..please fill out this form as well .Thanks 



You can find the most current calendar as well as detailed information about events at www.penderschools.org 



You can find the most current calendar as well as detailed information about events at www.penderschools.org 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Pender, NE  68047 

How to Contact Us 
District Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

Dates To Remember... 

August 7th-Fall  Sports Practice Begins  

August 16th-Open House 6:00 p.m. 

August 17th-1st Day of School 

1:00 p.m. Dismissal-No Preschool 

August 21st–1st Day of Preschool  

August 28th-Hearing Screening 

September 4th-No School—Labor Day 

September 7th-Preschool-6th grade School Pictures 

September 8th-7th-12th grade School Pictures 

 

 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school 

office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we  

collect back to Pender Public School. 


