
May 27, 2020 
 

Dear SLLIS Community, 
 

I hope you are enjoying the first few days of summer! I wanted to share a few updates and                   
announcements  as we prepare for 2020-2021, so please see below for more information. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. I hope many of you will join me live or submit                     
questions for our upcoming Facebook Live  Q&A event - details below! 

 
I wish you all a restful, healthy summer! 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Meghan E. Hill 
Executive Director 
meghan@sllis.org 

 

SLLIS Facebook Live Q&A on May 29 
 

We’re sure that you have questions as we prepare for the coming school year. On Friday,                
May 29 at 10:00 am, SLLIS Executive Director Meghan Hill will host a Facebook Live Q&A                
Session to answer questions you may have about the announcements below and SLLIS’ plans              
for 2020-2021. 
 
If you cannot attend at 10:00 am on 5/29, please email questions@sllis.org to pose a               
question, then watch the Q&A any time on our Facebook page to hear the answer! 

 
 

Information and Announcements for 2020-2021 at SLLIS 
 
SLLIS 2020-2021 Staff. We are thrilled to announce that all SLLIS staff members have been hired                
for 2020-2021! All SLLIS teachers are now working on employment contracts as opposed to              
at-will agreements. This is a major change that increases our ability to create proactive, strong               
staffing plans and will improve teacher retention. 

● Here is a list of our 2020-2021 staff members.  
● Did you know our employees at SLLIS received an average 10% pay increase for              

2020-2021? This puts SLLIS in the top ten highest paying school districts in Missouri for               
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our starting BA salary. You can review our new salary schedule, which the SLLIS Board               
approved in February 2020, here. We know this will help us attract and retain the best                
teachers in the region! 

 
Multi-Age Classrooms. Over the past six months, SLLIS has been seeking staff and parent input               
regarding multi-age classrooms.  

● In 2020-2021, all language programs will have at least one 3/4 and one 5/6 section.               
Grades K-2 will be organized by traditional grade. 

● Why? SLLIS classes become smaller in the upper grades due to attrition. The best, most               
research-based way to combine small sections is vertically within each language           
program. If we proactively plan for multi-age classrooms, we can build our curriculum to              
ensure all students' needs are met in all subject areas. 

● You can read more about this approach and the rationale for this decision here. 
● Thank you to our staff Welfare Committee and our parent SLLIS Council for assisting in               

problem-solving around this important issue! 
 

Launching 2020-2021. Many stakeholders have asked for details regarding SLLIS’ plans for            
reopening in the fall. The challenge is that we do not yet know what the guidance will be from a                    
public health perspective. 

● Over the summer, the SLLIS team will develop outlines for all possible scenarios, from 
complete school closure and 100% remote learning to traditional school opening - and 
multiple options in between. 

● As we approach 2020-2021, we will ensure that we have detailed plans prepared that 
are well-communicated and designed to follow the public health guidance at that time.  

● Student safety will be the utmost priority as we prepare for the school year. 
● SLLIS will be in close contact with all of you over the summer about our plans! 

 
Updated 2020-2021 Calendar. Given the situation with the pandemic, SLLIS and many other             
area schools are opening earlier than expected in August.  

● You can review the updated 2020-2021 calendar here. 
● Our goal is to get students back into the routine of learning as soon as possible. SLLIS’                 

first day of school for kindergarten will be Monday, August 10, 2020. All other grades               
will begin on Tuesday, August 11. 

● You will also notice a longer Thanksgiving Break on our new calendar. The additional              
days off allow us to plan a reasonable number of work days for staff in 2020-2021. 

 
Pre-Kindergarten at SLLIS. Through a collaborative effort with SouthSide Early Childhood           
Center and two other charter schools, SLLIS is launching ten free pre-kindergarten seats at 1881               
Pine in the 2020-2021 school year! 
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● Thanks to the collaborative nature of this project, opening these pre-k seats is financially              
feasible. 

● SLLIS and the two other charter schools (Lafayette Preparatory Academy and Lift for Life              
Academy) will bring their state-funded, free pre-kindergarten seats to the partnership,           
and SouthSide Early Childhood Center will provide the curriculum, instructors, and           
programming. You can learn more about SouthSide’s program here:         
https://www.southside-ecc.org/ 

● The 10 available SLLIS seats will be for students who qualify for Free and Reduced               
Lunch and who turn four years old by no later than October 1, 2020.  

● SLLIS will open enrollment for these seats in early June, so stay tuned for details! 
● SLLIS may be able to open additional tuition-based pre-k seats for 2020-2021, but due to               

the uncertainty surrounding school operations during the pandemic, these seats are           
currently on hold. We will let the community know whether we can open tuition-based              
seats in July 2020. 

 
The SLLIS Playground!!! Our new playground is officially underway! If you drive by 1881 Pine,               
you will see our contractors hard at work. Below is a rendering of what the completed play                 
structure will look like! 

● As promised, this new playground will be completed in Summer 2020. 
● We are setting aside other sections of our outdoor space for our future garden and               

sports area. We will develop these sections as funding allows. 
● Thank you to all the families and staff who attended our input sessions this winter and                

to the parents and teachers who served on our Playground Committee this spring! 
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