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October 8—12 
 

8—EARLY DISMISSAL  PLC DAY 
9—Board of Education Agenda  
      Meet -7:30 p.m.  - Admin 
11—Envision MATH Parent Info  
      (see locations at website) 

October 15—19 
 

16—Board of Education Regular 
        Meeting,  7:30 p.m. OBHS TV   
        Studio 
 

October, 2018 

October 22—26 
 

23—OBHS Conferences (A-L) 
24—World Language Career 
        Night—OBHS 
25—OBHS Conferences (M-Z) 

October 29—31 
 

31—HALLOWEEN 
 
 
 

Superintendent Cittadino Unveils District Theme  

“It’s not about a moment; it’s about a movement” 

 Old Bridge Superintendent of Schools David Cittadino re-
vealed the theme for the 2018-2019 school year, which will be 
“The Climb.  It’s not about a moment, it’s about a movement”. 
 During his keynote address, Cittadino told administrators, 
teachers, and staff in an upbeat presentation that “We are going 
to try to reach every student, every day.” 
 While students do not start the school year until Thursday, 
Sept. 6, administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, 
and staff attended the first in-service day for the school year, 
which was held at Old Bridge High School.  The second in-service 
day will be held tomorrow at buildings throughout the township. 
 Using a “climbing” theme, Cittadino referred to two books he 
recently read Thomas C. Murray’s “Learning Transformed” about 
making connections and Jimmy Casas’s “Culturize: Every Student. 
Every Day. Whatever It Takes”. 
 Cittadino said although the district has accomplished much and garnered numerous accolades, “We are 
still on the climb toward great opportunities for all learners because it was never about a moment but a 
movement.” 
 Cittadino discussed the district’s climb to where it is today. He said Old Bridge was named the eighth 
safest school district in New Jersey, and it boasts 15 state Schools of Character, 15 National Schools of 
Character by character.org, a National Title I Distinguished School, and a National Blue Ribbon School by 
the US Department of Education. 
 He added the district is a state top 20 performing school on state testing (the only top 20 performer in 
Middlesex County), and it earned a 65th ranking by Niche.com as a 2019 Best District in New Jersey. 
 Cittadino said SAT average scores are up at 1,524, which is 23 points above the state average and 34 
points above the national average. 

(Continued on page 2) 

THE CLIMB 
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Sandburg Students Participate in 9/11 Memorial Ceremony 

 On Tuesday September 11th, several students from Mr. LoNigro's Team 8-3 
Social Studies classes helped to memorialize the 17th anniversary of 9/11, by 
leading the service in the Pledge of Allegiance, and later meeting with some of 
the Old Bridge family members at the memorial who lost loved ones that 
fateful day, including former Sandburg students such as them selves. Once 
again, the families, Mayor Henry and other elected officials such as State 
Senator Sam Thompson, remarked how much more special the ceremony is 
with our students in attendance, so that we ensure that this day will never be 
forgotten.  
 On Friday the 7th, Mayor Henry joined Team 8-3 for 2 periods in the CSMS 
Library, where we used videos and testimonials by teachers and others present 
that day to try to educate the students about the events of 9/11, how it affected the world, our country and 
even our community and school. The inspiring music of Bruce Springsteen's The Rising album was used to show 
the students how we look to learn the lessons of history, and have and will continue to recover from that 
horrible day. 

 Following his more than one-hour presentation, teachers and staff returned to their home schools to prepare 
for the new school year. Teachers and staff at Old Bridge High School boarded five district buses to tour the town-
ship and learn more about where their students live. 
The teachers and staff then disembarked from the buses and knocked on the doors at the homes of more than 150 
incoming students, presenting each with a welcome message and a t-shirt, encouraging the teens to have a great 
start to the new year. —by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Flipgrid Fever Hits Carpenter School 

 Another school year starts off and Flipgrid Fever continues on! 
 Mrs. Rosenblum’s Fourth Grade ELA class had a blast posting videos about what 
writing topics they hope to tackle this school year.  
 During the past school year, children have used Flipgrid to answer teacher's 
prompts, interview a classmate, and have even had their parents respond to a 
question at home.   
 It does not seem to matter which subject the students are working with....they 
just love using Flipgrid. 
 Many of the teachers are using Flipgrid at M. Scott Carpenter Elementary 
School to allow student voices to be heard..... this innovative use of technology is 
not slowing down any time soon! 
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Board Of Ed. Recognizes Microsoft Innovative Education Experts 

 

Left to Right:  Christopher Burica, Sandburg Middle School; Scott Titmas, District Technology Integration Specialist; Rosanne Moran, Director of 
Technology; James Yanuzzelli, District Technology Integration Specialist; Fallon Quiles, Old Bridge High School; Jill Cali, Old Bridge Board of Education Vice 
President. 

 The Board of Education recognized each of the following staff members for being named a Microsoft 
Innovative Educator Expert for the 2018-2019 school year.  They are: Christopher Burica, a Carl Sandburg 
Middle School teacher; Fallon Quiles, Old Bridge High School teacher, and  James Yanuzzelli, technology 
integration specialist for the district.  In addition, Scott Titmas, a technology integration specialist for the 
district, was awarded MIE Expert 2018-2019, MIE Fellow for Northeast Region US 2018-2019, and Skype Master 
Teacher 2018-2019.—by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

Microsoft Selects District for TAP Program! 

 Old Bridge Township Public Schools have been selected to participate in the Microsoft TAP Program.  
“TAP” is an acronym for Technology Adoption Program. The TAP Program is designed to partner Microsoft 
with “valued” partners who will help Microsoft get feedback regarding their software applications and 
products. 
 Additionally, TAP helps customers by giving them insight into what Microsoft is doing in the marketplace; 
new software or hardware applications about to be released; and allowing customers to get some insight onto 
new products on the horizon. 
 Participation in the TAP Program is by invitation only.  Invitations are only extended to entities which are 
recognized as innovative and committed to utilizing Microsoft products and providing feedback to make them 
better. 
 As a program requirement, Mr. Scott Titmas and Mr. James Yanuzzelli, Technology Integration Specialists, 
and Mrs. Rosanne Moran, Director of Technology, participate in a twice-monthly phone 
conference with Microsoft product leaders where they receive information about new 
products, product updates, and troubleshooting assistance.  Because of the nature of this 
partnership, the three were required to sign non-disclosure agreements with Microsoft. 
 “This a great opportunity for the district and for our tech-savvy teachers and 
students!  We are honored to be selected to be part of the TAP Program because it can 
only benefit our students and our staff,” said Mrs. Moran.  “We look forward to a long 
and prosperous partnership with Microsoft,” she added. 
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OBHS Hosts Annual Tailgate Party 

 Old Bridge High School held its annual tailgate celebration on Sept. 14 at Lombardi Field. 
 More than 500 high school students, along with teachers and administrators, attended the pre-game party, 
where they ate pizza, chips, and ice cream, danced, and met with friends, family, and faculty. 
 Students wore black t-shirts for the "black out" to support the varsity football team, who defeated Perth 
Amboy High School, 21-14.—by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

Commodore Barry Day Celebrated at Carpenter School 

     We are sailing into the new school year with a boat load of 
fun. Kindergarten and the fifth grade will be working close 
together this year as K and 5 buddies. The fifth graders will be 
helping and "teaching" the kindergarteners about key topics 
throughout the year. On September 13, kindergarten and the 
fifth grade teamed up to celebrate and learn about 
Commodore John Barry, the Father of the American Navy. 
     To start, the fifth grade classes at Carpenter Elementary 
joined together for a shared reading activity 
to get better acquainted with Commodore 
Barry. Students learned that Barry, better 
known as “Father of the American Navy” 
strived toward success from humble 
beginnings. Students made connections to 
our school wide theme this year, “Striving 
towards Success”. Then, fifth grade students 
paired up and shared what they learned 
with their kindergarten buddies. Together, 

they followed step-by-step instructions, decorated it together, and then constructed a 
boat to float in a bucket of water. Most of the boats were successful and floated! The 
kindergarteners had a great time working with the fifth grade. They are eager and 
excited to learn and work with them again! 
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Special Olympics Names OBHS National Banner Unified Champion School  

 Old Bridge High School was named an official Special Olympics national banner 
Unified Champion School. 
 Principal Vincent Sasso was notified by letter from Timothy P. Shriver, chairman 
Special Olympics International, and Marc Edenzon, regional president and managing 
director of Special Olympics North America. 
 “Your school community has shown impressive determination and is helping us 
move towards our collective goal of creating a truly ‘Unified Generation’ of young 
people who embrace differences and lead social change,” they wrote in the letter.  
“You are literally redefining the future as you make your communities more inclu-
sive of people with intellectual disabilities, and in doing so, making the world a 
more accepting place for all.” 
 Shriver and Edenzon commended the leadership efforts of special education 

teacher Karen Lewicki, and the Unified Champion School leadership team, including Lisa Tonnisen, paraprofes-
sional; J. Scott Cascone, executive director of academics; Daniel DiMino, athletic director; and the high school’s 
staff and students. 
Schools Superintendent David Cittadino commended the program and the award it received. 
 “As the leader of a district team that continuously knocks down barriers to make all feel welcome and an 
essential part of our community family, I am bursting with pride,” Cittadino said.  “Our Old Bridge Play Unify 
Team is a source of tremendous community fulfillment.” 
DiMino called the Unified Generation teams “the definition of the school and athletic atmosphere and philoso-
phy” at the high school. 
 “I am honored to be a part of such an amazing group of educators and athletes,” DiMino said. “I encourage 
all schools in our area to develop Unified teams to help expand this wonderful program.” —extracted from an 
article by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

Memorial Students Kick the Year Off! 
 Students at Memorial arrived the first day of school, eager to begin their new 
school year and meet their new teacher and the students in their new class. 
Students took the time to show great character and helped younger students feel 
welcome by walking them to their class. Students in Ms. McAllan’s 4th grade class 
were all smiles and excited to begin a new year of learning at Memorial. Happy first 
day of school everyone. We are so glad to see you! It is going to be a great school 
year! 
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 McDivitt School Celebrates “Leader in Us All” 

     The 2017-2018 student 
council collected spare change 
for Wacky Wednesday spirit 
days, sold pencil grams for 
Valentine’s Day, & held a Slinky 
fundraiser.  
     Every year we give a 
scholarship to two graduating 
OBHS students who attended 
McDivitt! We also give 
something back to the 
school. Last year, we purchased 
mirrors for a leader wall! 
     Mirror, mirror on the wall, 
there’s a leader in us all!  

Madison Park’s Kindergarten 
Welcomes Parents into the Classroom 

 On Wednesday, September 13, 2018, Madison Park kicked off the school year with a school-wide assembly 
focusing on this year’s theme:  TEAMWORK! 
 Parents were invited into their child’s classroom to read a book about Teamwork and help with different 
activities.  In Kindergarten, we used Play-Doh to represent numbers and worked with parents using teambuilding 
activities from their story. 
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 Magic Comes to Memorial School 
     Students at Memorial were very excited to welcome Magic back to school this year. Magic is our therapy dog 
who brings lots of joy to our students when he visits on Tuesdays. For his first visit to Ms. Hagan’s class, Magic 
showed the students what he learned over the summer and was very excited to listen to the students share 
what they learned over the summer too.  
     Magic also visited Mrs. Desiderio’s class and was happy to show them that learning can be fun. All the 
students were so excited to have Magic visit their classroom and can’t wait to share a story at his next visit! 
Memorial is certainly a “MAGICal place to go to school! 

WOOF! 
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 McDivitt School Promotes Character Education 
     What happens when 425 students from McDivitt School were asked to 
design a paper feather? Collaboratively, in their first art class with Mrs. 
McHugh, the McDivitt students enjoyed making their feathers attractive, 
colorful and full of details!    
     Students from Kindergarten up to 
and including 5th grade participated 
in the "Feathers of Fun" to express 
their overall individual creativity.  All 
of these feathers were arranged by 
intrinsic color patterns to create one 
BIG OWL that sits in the hallway 
watching over our students and 
reminding them, "WHOOOOO is 
INSPIRING you to be the BEST you 

can be?"  McDivitt's art program is not only producing beautiful 
masterpieces, but we are also promoting Character Education!  

PTA Brings Fun Day to Miller School 

 What is the next best thing after summer vacation?  Celebrating “Fun Day” at Miller School! The PTA 
organized the event so students can start off the year in a positive way and reinforce the values of Character 
Education precepts.  To kick-off the festivities, students from each class had a reserved time on the playground. 
Students eagerly participated in the event, which included huge blow-up slides.  They enjoyed bouncing and 
sliding with their friends. With sun on their faces, and wind in their hair, children eagerly climbed up and slid 
down the slides.  After being apart during a long summer break, friends were reunited 
and played together, smiling all the way. —by Natalie Maddaloni                                
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 Making Your Mark at Memorial School 
Students in Mrs. Yanuzzelli’s 2nd grade class participated in International Dot Day, celebrated during the week 
of September 15th, 2018. International Dot Day was named for the classic Peter H. Reynold’s storybook, The 
Dot. This book shares the story of a girl who begins a journey of self-discovery after a caring teacher challenges 
her to “make her mark, “ and then the student goes on to inspire others. After listening to the story, The Dot, 
students in Mrs. Yanuzzelli’s class completed a Dot Day activity using SeeSaw and then created their own 
artwork from a single dot. Students were excited to share their work with each other and celebrate each 
person’s creative talents. Happy Dot Day, everyone! Be creative, be inspired and see where it takes you! 

Welcome Back, Schirra! 

     Schirra welcomed back all students and families with 
its 2nd Annual Ice Cream Social.  Joining the Old Bridge 
and Schirra community together, the OBHS Boys’ Soccer 
Team helped with games for Schirra students and ice 
cream was purchased from a local business, Friendly’s.  
With over 400 attendees, tiger pride was strong that 
night.  
     Continuing to welcome back our students, Schirra 
chalked the entrance ways for the first day of school.  
Messages included welcome back and a hint to our 
initiative this year of being kind.  Students and parents 
alike loved the bright and colorful messages as a sign we 
were excited to greet old and new faces on the first day. 

Schirra School Store Opens 

Schirra is opening its own school store on October 2nd 
with a preview for students on Tuesday, September 24th.  
Under the direction of Mrs. Kless and Ms. Politte, select 
students will be running the store in order to gain life 
skills, learn about running a business as well as increasing 
interpersonal skills.  Students will be selling spirit sticks, a 
new initiative at Schirra, to create a community while 
allowing students to express their individuality.  In 
addition to spirit sticks, stuffed animal key chains and 
stickers will be sold.  Students and staff are excited for our 
monthly school store which combines tiger pride and 
curriculum-based skills. 
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 Princeton University Students Visit Shepard School 

     Fourth grade was off to an inspiring start of the new school year! We 
had Princeton University freshman students visit our class and make 
connections to how challenging it can be to start a new school year when 
everything is new and unfamiliar. The Princeton students shared with us 
how important it is to work hard toward your goals and persevere even 
when faced with the challenge of being in a new environment. They 
shared with us how far they traveled to be at Princeton and why it’s so 
important to collaborate with each other when working toward goals. 
We look forward to meeting with them again as we continue our 
relationship with our Princeton friends. 
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 OBHS Work Program Partners with Madison Park 

     Old Bridge High School Work Program visits Madison Park two times per month.  The students led by Mrs. 
Minieri bring an energetic and responsible approach to their jobs.  During visits, you'll find them in classrooms 
working on a project, in the teacher work room copying, laminating or preparing materials lastly in the nurse’s 
office making ice packs. They truly brighten the day and help us accomplish our goals. We are thankful for their 
assistance. 

Southwood Hosts Family Movie Night 
     On Friday, September 21, 2018 Southwood held 
its 2nd annual PTA Family Movie Night. Students and 
their families enjoyed watching Sherlock Gnomes 
and spending time together. We had a great turnout 
and everyone had a great time . 
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