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 6 - ELECTION DAY - Schools 
Closed  - SALK WILL HAVE EARLY 
DISMISSAL—PLC DAY 
 8 & 9—SCHOOLS CLOSED  
           Teacher’s Convention 

November 12—16 
 

12—AMERICAN ED. WEEK 
13—End of MP for Middle & HS 
14—District Tech Committee  
15—Elem End of 1st Marking Per. 
        BOE Agenda 7:30  p.m. 

November, 2018 

November 19-23 
 

20—BOE Regular Meeting 
         7:30 p.m. –OBHS TV Studio 
21—EARLY DISMISSAL 
22—-23—SCHOOLS CLOSED 
 

November 26-30 
26—Classes Resume 
27, 28, 29—Early Dismissal for 
        Elementary Only 
        Elementary Conferences 
 
 

Memorial School Earns Future Ready Schools NJ Certification 

Honored at New Jersey School Boards Convention 

Veterans’ Day is November 11 

     At the Future Ready Schools – New Jersey 2018 Awards 
Ceremony, held on October 23, 2018 at the New Jersey 
School Boards Association Workshop 2018, Memorial 
Elementary School was awarded a Future Ready Schools (FRS) 
NJ Bronze Level Certification. As the first school in Old Bridge 
Township to receive this award, Memorial Elementary School 
is proud to be included as one of 192 schools from 54 districts 
across New Jersey who had participated in the intensive 2018 
FRS-NJ certification cycle.   
     Memorial School Principal, Mr. Raymond Payton, received 
congratulations on this award from Dr. Lamont Repollet, 
Commissioner of Education, NJ Department of Education; and 
Mr. Jeremy Reich, Future Ready Schools NJ Program 
Coordinator.  Representing Old Bridge at the awards 
ceremony were Mr. David Cittadino, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Kathleen Hoeker, Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools; Mr. Raymond Payton, Principal of Memorial School; 
Ms. Judith. Canose, Computer Teacher at Memorial School 
and Mr. Scott Titmas, OBTPS Technology Integration 
Specialist.  

     The Future Ready NJ program is a coalition of the New Jersey 
Department of Education (NJDOE), the New Jersey School 
Boards Association (NJSBA) and New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (NJIT).  Mrs. Rosanne Moran, OBTPS Director of 

Technology, and Mr. Scott Titmas, OBTPS Technology Integration Specialist, worked very closely with the 
Memorial team to gather artifacts and complete the application process. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Left to right:  Dr. Repollet, NJ Commissioner of 

Education; Dr. Kathleen Hoeker, Assistant 

Superintendent of Schools and Memorial Principal 

Raymond Payton at the Awards Ceremony. 
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     The application process at Memorial School was truly a 
team effort!  In addition to the Curriculum and Classroom 
Practice artifacts gathered and submitted by Memorial 
School, a great many narratives were written and artifacts 
collected by Mrs. Moran and Mr. Titmas to represent 
Leadership and Technology  practices and future goals for our school district. 
     Mrs. Moran states:  “We are happy to recognize Memorial School’s achievement and even happier to have a 
wonderful template for our remaining schools to follow in Memorial’s footsteps.  While Future Ready Schools NJ 
Certification is not a requirement, we are proud to recognize not only Memorial’s accomplishment, but also the 
other schools which are preparing to accept the FRS-NJ challenge in the 2018-2019 certification cycle.” 
     Congratulations to all the students, the teachers, the staff, district administrators, parents and the Memorial 
community for all their support and hard work. A special “thank-you” goes to Memorial School’s FRS “Alpha 
Team,” that includes Judy Canose, Dionne Phillips, Audrey Cirangle, Linda Carrington, Alexandra Roon, Lindsay 
Yanuzzelli, and Jerilyn Conover.  Memorial Elementary School is truly honored to be a Future Ready School –NJ 
and represent our Memorial School community. We are Future Ready PROUD! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Memorial School  staff display their Future Ready Schools NJ banner.   

Above:  Memorial School’s “Alpha Team”  Right:  Future Ready students pose 

with Mrs. Canose and Mr. Payton. 
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Old Bridge Schools Hosts Successful 

Family Fall Festival 
     The Old Bridge Township Public School District held a Family Fall Festival, a 
three-day fund-raising celebration of the new school year and the fall season, 
which attracted thousands of educators, residents, and visitors. 
     The festival was held at the Ellen McDermott Grade Nine Center with activities 
that included carnival rides, games, local vendors, food vendors, and special 
events throughout the weekend. 
     A tricky tray raffle also was held all weekend with proceeds benefiting the 
district’s Special Education PTA (SEPTA). 

     Among the events held 
were a pumpkin decorating 
contest, a pumpkin pie 
eating contest, and 
performances by The 
Echos.  A trunk or treat also was held drawing hundreds of 
youngsters clad in Halloween costumes, who collected treats from 
the trunks of cars supported by local schools, PTAs, organizations, 
and businesses. 
     Prior to the event, Old Bridge Schools Superintendent said: “I am 
a firm believer that families are the fabric of a truly successful school 
district. Families come in an over-abundance of varieties, make ups, 
and types; however, it’s the collection of family units in a community 
that make it strong. The purpose of the Family Fall Fest is to 

celebrate and reward Old Bridge families with a venue to gather in a safe environment while recognizing that schools are 
not just walls to contain learning objectives.” 
     Mr. Cittadino said in the district’s Mission 2022 Strategic Plan, Old Bridge seeks to educate the whole child. He added, 
to achieve this goal it is necessary to extend the school’s influence beyond the school house and into the community 
where families thrive. 
     Cittadino added, the strategic plan seeks methods for alternative revenue streams.—by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations 

Coordinator 
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OBHS Students, Staff Think Pink, Raising More than $5,000  

     Old Bridge High School held a day-long pink out event followed by a charity tailgate before Friday night’s 
football game. The Oct. 12 event raised more than $5,000. 
     In recognition that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, about 200 students, administrators, and staff 
attended the “Life is Sweet” event sponsored by Student Senate.  
     In an effort to bring high school students together for this worthy cause, Student Senate asked staff members 
to donate their favorite sweet desserts, which included candy, cookies, cakes, and chocolate-covered pretzels. 
     In addition, students and staff focused on pink during the school day, when they participated in a series of 
activities at both the Main Building and the Ellen McDermott Grade Nine Center, raising awareness and funds for 
Senior Scholarship, which will be awarded in the spring to students directly affected by cancer. These activities 
included the sale of pink beads and leis, as well as face painting and hair braiding by members of the 
Cosmetology classes. —excerpted from an article by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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Therapy Dogs Visit Cooper School 

     On September 6, Cooper was visited by the Monmouth County SPCA therapy dogs Baby, Shayla, Honey, and Yoshi!  The 
pups and their handlers arrived at Cooper at 8:45am, made their way out back, and positioned themselves to greet all of 
the students upon arrival. As students were locating their class lines, the handlers and dogs mingled with the crowd which 
resulted in many happy squeals of delight, and provided tons of comfort for our little ones with first day jitters. After 
students all found their classmates, and the morning pledge was said, the therapy dogs lined up along the walkway the 
students followed to come inside the school for one last good luck send off.   All of the students, parents, staff, and pups 
created an ambiance of family at Cooper, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.  Big thanks to Ms. Brittany Fuentes for 
continuing our partnership with the Monmouth County SPCA therapy dogs, and hugs and kisses       
to the pooches who filled our first day at Cooper with laughter and love. 

Grissom School Students Flip for Flipgrid! 

     Mrs. Dyas' students are embracing having one to one technology.  They have a Do Now Technology Choice 
Rotation to choose from. Some if their choices include Seesaw, Quilt, Storyline Online, Achieve 3000, and 
Flipgrid.  The pictured students chose the Flipgrid rotation.  They record themselves reading and watch it 
back.  Students learn to self-monitor their reading skills to gain reading fluency.   
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Middle School Students Explore Chinese Culture Activities at Rutgers  

     Old Bridge Sandburg and Salk 8th Grade class and 7th 
1 E class recently participated a Chinese culture trip to 
Rutgers University.  Students had a chance to explore 
over 20 types of Chinese culture activities, such as  
Chinese Fan Painting, Calligraphy, Chinese Knotting, 
Acrobats, Dancing, Kungfu, Chinese instruments, and 

the Chinese Sugar Sculpture (糖人艺术).   

  The event also gave special prizes for students who 
answered culture questions.  Our students had a great 
opportunity to explore Chinese culture for attending 
this event.  A few students from 8th grade wrote their 
reflections on the event. 
     Michelle Boateng: “Going to the cultural event at 
Rutgers was very exciting! I drew, made masks, and ate candy. China has many beautiful features. This event 

displayed it nicely. My personal favorite was the 
dress up. Dressing up was a fun way to show 
Chinese cultural wear. Thank you Lao Shi for 
taking us.” 
     Ashley Chen: “The trip was very fun. I 
enjoyed getting to dress up into traditional 
Chinese clothing. Also, the calligraphy section 
was a wonderful experience and the final 
product was beautiful. I would definitely go 
again. We all love our special prizes.”     

Grissom Kindergarteners Practice their Writing Skills with Shaving Cream! 

     Mrs. Gallo and her kids loved 
the sensory aspect to this activity, 
writing in shaving cream. They 
also loved how easy it was to 
"erase" a mistake by smearing the 
shaving cream. She loved how 
easy it was for her to support their 
learning. She could guide their 
hands to form the letter/numbers/
words correctly if needed. This 
shaving cream writing activity 
really spiced up our learning in 
Kindergarten.  
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Miller School M.A.P.S Program (Miller Appreciates Public Service)  

     Beginning during the 17-18 school year, Miller School's PTA implemented their new M.A.P.S program.  This 
stands for Miller Appreciates Public Service.  The program has served as a way for the students to learn about 
and show their appreciation for the township’s public servants.  Our children should learn to have a positive 
attitude toward and about our public servants, and what better way to do that then to introduce them to these 
public servants?  In doing so, they are learning to recognize these important individuals, gain a positive attitude 
toward them, respect for them, and learn to show appreciation for them. 
     Miller School, a National School of Character, holds monthly good character assemblies.  With the M.A.P.S. 
program, local public servants attend the assembly and aid Dr. Giles, the principal at Miller, in handing out the 
month's good character awards.  Additionally, students hand the public servants letters written by the students 
showing them their appreciation and relating what they do to that months pillar of good character.  The 
students also provide the public servants with a gift basket of items donated by the students’ families.  The 
public servants stay in the All Purpose Room with one grade a month to talk and answer questions. 
     This program began last year with our local police force and was a resounding success!  It concluded with our 
local police officers playing a volleyball game with Miller's fifth graders.  The program continues this school year 
with our local EMS providers and is expected to have continued success. 

French Club Explores “Impressionism” Style of Painting 
     OBHS French Club students, 
under the direction of Mme. Malhi 
and Mme. Engebos take an after 
school field trip to Ms. Cocca's art 
class, where they painted 
impressionist style paintings 
preceding a field trip to Grounds 
for Sculpture in Princeton.  
Students in French classes are 
learning about Impressionism and 
its impact in France. This activity 
was a great way for students to 
integrate a fun art project for the 
students.  
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Voorhees Hosts School Fall Festival 

     What is the best part of the fall besides Halloween?  The Fall Festival, of course!   
      Voorhees's Annual Fall Festival was full of games, pumpkins, and refreshments this year. The highlight of the 
Festival was the 3rd and 4th graders raising money for the elephants in Tennessee. They did this by creating a 
lemonade stand.  We had a great turnout at the Fall Festival and the lemonade stand this year! 

Carpenter Grade 5 “Skypes” a Scientist 

     Students in Mrs. Ambos’ 5th grade science class had the opportunity to speak with astrophysicist, Hilary Egan, of the 
University of Colorado via Skype. During our Skype, fifth grade students led a Q & A session. Students asked Ms. Egan 
questions they formulated about space, planets, galaxies, new discoveries and why and how she chose to be an 
astrophysicist. Ms. Egan shared videos as well as pictures that were taken in space during different missions. Students loved 
talking with a real astrophysicist and can't wait to get the chance to do it again! 
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Sandburg Boys & Girls CC Teams Host Food Drive 

     This year every club, team and organization at Carl Sandburg Middle School will select a service project to 
support the school or local community.  The boys and girls cross country teams headed up a food drive for the 
food bank.  Their collection boxes were placed throughout the school and the final count and packing was 
completed during their end-of-season pasta party.   

     The students in Miss Megan 
Kosakowski’s preschool class are 
utilizing a new language system.  
The focus is Core Vocabulary.  
The students’ speech therapist, 
Ms. Anne Pacucci and Miss 
Megan developed a plan for 
teaching monthly Core 
Vocabulary words.  The teachers, 
paraprofessionals, and therapists 
show the students how they can 
use other words besides nouns 
to get their needs met.  The 
children can use this Core 
Vocabulary in different activities 
throughout their day. 

Carpenter Preschool Students Use Core Vocabulary System 
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OBHS Students & Staff Dance the Night Away 

 at Homecoming Dance 

 

     More than 700 students, staff, and administrators attended Old Bridge 
High School's annual Homecoming Dance on Oct. 18. 
     The school was transformed into this year's theme, "Bright Lights & 
Rustic Knights” complete with barn doors, white lights, and softly-lit 
candles. 
     The dance, which ran from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., featured food, 
music, and lots of opportunities to take photos and selfies. 
     Students voted for their Homecoming King and Queen as they entered 
the dance, and the winners, Frank Reitano and Deirdre Casey, were 
announced at about 9 p.m. 
     The event, which was held in the cafeteria at the Main Building, was 
under the direction of senior class advisers Michele Modugno and 
LisaMarie Magarine.—by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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 Elementary & Middle School Students Join HS Band to  
Perform at Lombardi Field 

On Friday, October 19th, band 
students from all elementary and 
middle schools joined the OBHS 
Marching Band at a home football 
game.  The band students played 
music throughout the first half of the 
game as one unified Old Bridge 
band.  The thunderous sounds of the 
band could be heard across Route 9 
as they played on in support of the 
football team.  This is an annual 
event that acts as a first 
performance for our elementary 
school band members. 
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Cooper School Debuts New Cooking Club 

 

     The 2018 Cooper Cooking Club made their debut at the first PTA 
meeting of the year.  The students volunteered to stay after to prep 
and cook the following meals: Buffalo Chicken Meatballs, Pumpkin 
Macaroni and Cheese, Zucchini Tots, and Caramel Apple Dipping Bar.  
Water bottles were provided for all to enjoy, and students walked 
around with serving trays 
explaining the appetizers 

and the ingredients.   
     Chefs Gregorin and Pachucki lead the mini chefs on a journey of 
understanding nutrition and discussing healthy choices.  Cooking 
sessions also demonstrate how to prepare food, select edible and non-
edible pieces, and various ways to prepare items.   
     Collaboration is key with this club, and menus are planned, shopped 
for, and then executed to edible delights.  Often students share their 
creations with staff on Monday mornings after their meeting before 
school, but on this occasion, they stayed after to cook and serve parents 
their treats.  Everyone was expressing their appreciation and 
amazement! Big thanks to the Cooper PTA who sponsors this club and 
supports our junior chefs on their exploration of the culinary world. 
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In-Class Resource Teachers Pair for Learning Activity 

     Elementary in-class resource teacher pairs participated in a 
Professional Learning Community on October 8, 2018. The 
general and special education teachers worked together to 
identify potential barriers to an inclusive classroom, as well as 
brainstorm and share ideas to make their classrooms more 
successful.  
     It was great to have an opportunity to come together and 
discuss the strengths of the ICR pairings! While ICR teachers 
have built in common planning periods, there is rarely a 
chance for different grade level and building pairs to come 
together. The afternoon was filled with collaborative 
discussion, problem solving strategies, shared resources and best practices to make ICR a successful program at the 
elementary level.  A second date is scheduled for later in the school year! 

Grissom Gators “Think Pink”! 

     Grissom Elementary students had 
a message to send on October 10th, 
"We Stand Up To Breast Cancer!" All 
of our students were decked out in 
their finest pink outfits as we proudly 
spread awareness for Breast Cancer. 
Grissom's Pink Out was a true 
success. The student body gathered 
outside alongside their teachers and 
Dr. Arico to take a group picture in 
the shape of the Breast Cancer 
Awareness Ribbon.   
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Southwood 2nd Graders Learn with Apples! 

 The second graders at Southwood have been enjoying their autumn-themed unit on apples! Students 
learned all about the changes that occur to an apple tree as the seasons change. They loved creating a project 
using cotton balls, tissue paper, pom-poms, and crayons to show what they learned! 
 Students also completed an apple investigation, in which they used writing and language skills to describe 
what the outside and inside of an apple look like. Students finished the investigation by tasting four different 
types of apples: honey crisp, Granny Smith, red delicious, and golden delicious. They seemed to enjoy that part 
best! 



German Exchange Students 
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OBHS Welcomes German Exchange Students 

     Old Bridge High School recently hosted 17 students and two teachers from the Steinbart 
Gymnasium in Duisburg, Germany as part of a Homestay Exchange program. And this spring, the OBHS 
teens will travel to Duisburg, where they will attend classes, visit local sites, and practice their language 
skills. 
     During their two-week stay, the German students and chaperones attended classes, ate in the 
school lunch room, met with other students and teachers, and toured New York City. 
     In its sixth year, the program pairs 17 students from Duisburg, Germany with 17 OBHS students, 
who are enrolled in either German III, German IV or AP German. Each of the German students was 
assigned a host family with whom he or she ate meals, participated in activities and enjoyed family 
time. Over the years, OBHS German teachers Anna Cotis and Brita Schmitz have worked collaboratively 
with the teachers at Steinbart to maintain the program’s success. 
      In April, the OBHS students will travel to Duisburg, where they will be hosted by their German 
partners for their two-week stay. 
      According to Anahita Keiller, Director of Arts and Culture for the Old Bridge School District, the 
German Exchange program at Old Bridge has become a part of the high school’s annual experiences. 
Although it began as a way for students to learn about the culture of a language the students are 
studying in school, it has become a way to create friendships and memories that last a lifetime, she 
said. 
      “Each year, students and families from across the ocean get to experience life in a new land, flavor 
the tastes of a different land, and be immersed in a new culture,” Keiller said. “While we are able 
to awe at some of the unique characteristics of a new culture, we quickly realize that it is our 
similarities which bring us together.”—excerpted from an article by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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 Shepard School Celebrates National Custodians’ Day 

     On October 5th, the students and staff at Shepard celebrated the most 
important staff member of the school….their custodian, Mr. Javier Garcia!  The 
Sharks honored Mr. Javier as part of their monthly Character Education assembly and featured him as the 
surprise guest of honor.  Each grade paid tribute to him by creating something to honor him and say thank you 
for all the hard work he does at Shepard.  At the assembly, grade representatives from each grade level 
presented Mr. Javier with their creations, which ranged from artwork, to poems, to informative paragraphs which 
sang his praises and hopefully made him realize how important he is to Shepard.   Thank you Mr. Javier for all you 
do! 

One Hamster, One Frog, One School, One Book 

     Schirra kicked off our One School, One Book project, with an assembly 
featuring a guest reader.  After revealing our book as Life According to Og the 
Frog, Mr. Cittadino read the first chapter to all students and staff to start our 
adventure with Og.  Students read the book according to a schedule with family 
at home or can listen to school staff read the book aloud through videos posted 
on Flipgrid.  This book is by the same author as our previous One School, One 
Book story The World According to Humphrey.   
     Schirra is thrilled to be the first school to use Life According to Og the Frog as 
part of the One School, One Book program.  To further enhance our One School, 
One Book experience, Dr. Hoeker dropped off a new Schirra student, Snowball.  
Snowball is a hamster and continues to ignite the love of reading and learning 
for all students and staff. 
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Southwood Students Paint Pumpkins for Halloween 

Students in Mrs. Baldino and Mrs. Senske’s 
resource classroom are getting ready for 
Halloween! The students painted pumpkins using 
some of their favorite characters and patterns! 
Students were very excited to paint their pumpkins 
just in time for Halloween. Each student will take 
them home to decorate their houses. 

     Schirra students took part in a Be Kind 
Teambuilding activity.  Students were 
placed in groups and were asked to build a 
tower with materials supplied while having 
a special role.  Each student was assigned a 
role such as: only being able to use the 
hand you don’t write with; having to wear a 
blindfold; can only use your four fingers, 
not your thumbs; not being able to touch 
the building supplies and only being able to 
communicate non-verbally.  Through this 
activity, students learned to work together 
as a team, that every person could 
contribute to building the tower and 
sometimes creative or out of the box 
solutions work the best.   
     Each student contributed a different 
talent and all groups completed a tower any 
way possible.  After the teambuilding 
activity and discussion, the book Be Kind was read and discussed to continue our Be Kind Initiative.  Students 
enjoyed the activity and learned a lot about themselves, classmates, being kind and patient as well as working in a 
team where everyone can contribute. 

Every Talent, Every Day; Every Student, Any Way 
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Carpenter Students Complete Fall ELA Project 

     First and Fourth Grade students at M. Scott Carpenter Elementary School worked together on a fun, fall 
themed ELA project.  All 68 students were put into small groups where both grades brainstormed ideas for a story 
they would later create.  The children picked their 10 fall words that needed to be used in their story from a 
container and surprisingly saw which words they chose.  The older students were so helpful and endearing to 
their younger friends.  The first graders also showed off their creativity and impressed the older students with 
their ability to create wonderful sentences.  Once the story is complete, each group will use their creative 
collaboration on an illustration to go along with it.  Fourth Graders will show off their Flipgrid skills when each 
group records their favorite part about working together!  Being able to connect both grades benefits each 
learner in so many ways.  This project is the first of many. 

   Students in fifth grade at Madison 
Park used art to model their 
knowledge of Earth’s layers.  After 
researching the depth and make up 
of each layer in teams, students 
demonstrated what they learned by 
creating a clay model of the crust, 
mantle, inner core and outer core.   

Madison Park Students 

Analyze the Structure  

Of the Earth 
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3rd Grade “50 States” Postcard Exchange at Madison Park 

     The Third Graders at Madison Park have been very busy writing postcards.  
We are part of a Postcard Exchange within our 50 States.  We sent a postcard 
to another Third Grade class in another school in another state.  These 
classes are sending us postcards.  We have already received a few.      
     The students researched facts about our State, Town and School.  Using 

these facts they wrote a short note to another 
Third Grade class in another school in one of 
the 50 States.  The students learned to write 
addresses correctly and addressed their 
postcards.  The postcards were all mailed out. 
     The students get very excited when a 
postcard arrives.  We have learned so much 
about the States we received already.  We can’t 
wait to learn more! 
  

     Grade 4 students at Madison Park are thriving using the new Envisions Math 
program.  The new mathematics program includes videos, assignments, and 
games through the Pearson website.  While traditional books are still 
incorporated, the online portion of this program provides students with many 
more options for success in math. Students and teachers alike are enjoying the 
implementation of this program.  Please check in with your child to see how this 
site can be accessed from the Madison Park School webpage. 

Madison Park’s 4th Graders are Loving Envisions 
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Congressman Frank Pallone Visits Memorial School 

 On October 26, 2018, Memorial School was proud to welcome Congressman Frank Pallone, along with 
School Superintendent, Mr. David Cittadino, Mayor Owen Henry, Business Administrator Mr. Joseph Marra, Mr. 
Raymond Payton, Memorial School Principal, and elected officials, to speak to the entire school on the 
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018, that was signed into law in October, by President Donald Trump. 
  Congressman Pallone explained that this important legislation will provide necessary funding to state and 
local governments that are in need of federal assistance to ensure safe and clean drinking water to schools, 
communities, and areas impacted by natural disasters. The 5th grade Student Council shared a PowerPoint 
presentation with the student body, highlighting Congressman Frank Pallone’s role in our government. 
 Memorial School Principal, Mr. Raymond Payton told the students that this legislation and all the work done 
by all the elected officials present, was done to ensure their future.  Mr. Cittadino, School Superintendent, 
thanked Congressman Pallone, for his important role in drafting this legislation that will keep our students a top 
priority by providing clean and safe drinking water for our students in school. Memorial School students are 
grateful for the work Congressman Frank Pallone has done on behalf of all children. Thank you, Congressman 
Pallone!  
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Miller School Project Unified Visits Glenn School 

     The Miller School Project Unified 
Club made its first trip to Glenn 
School on October 29, 2018.  
Character Ambassadors from fifth 
grade worked with groups of 
preschool students in gym class.  
There were Halloween stations that 
included “Pin the Nose on the 
Pumpkin”, “Roll the Eyeball to the 
Net”, “Haunted Gym”, “Spider Catch”, 
and “Witches Cauldron”. The students 
discussed what they were going to be 
for Halloween and everyone enjoyed 
dancing to “Ghost Busters”.  Our fifth 
graders and preschoolers had a great 
time and can’t wait to get together 
next time. 

  

Miller School Goes Green for Responsibility 

     Students wore green to Miller’s first 
Character Education assembly.  
Responsibility if the first Pillar of Character 
recognized at the beginning of the school 
year.  Dr. Giles asked students to wear green 
to the assembly to celebrate the importance 
of being responsible.  Dr. Giles reminded 
students about what being responsible 
means.  She asked students to always do 
what they are supposed to do. Being able to 
persevere and to keep on trying is another 
important aspect of being responsible.  The 
most important thing is to always try your 
best.   
      During the month, students that 
exhibited being responsible at school, were 
recognized by Dr. Giles and received a 
Responsibility award. 
     The Miller M.A.P.S. program (which stands for “Miller Appreciates Public Service) enables students to meet 
with local community helpers. Miller invited a local EMT volunteer to the assembly to hand out the awards.  After 
the assembly, kindergarten classes were able to have a question and answer session with the EMT volunteer.    
     Miller students also participate in the M.A.P.S. Program. Classes provide Public Service workers with much 
needed supplies, such as soap, or hand sanitizer. —by Natalie Maddaloni  
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2nd Graders SeeSaw at Memorial School 

     Students in Mrs. Yanuzzelli’s 2nd 
grade classroom are not only using 
technology in their everyday lessons, 
they are now sharing their tech skills 
with other students! In October, Mrs. 
Yanuzzelli’s class invited Mrs. 
Desiderio’s second grade students 
into their classroom for a math lesson 
using an online program called 
Seesaw.  Since Mrs. Yanuzzelli’s 
students have used Seesaw before, to 
“show what they know,” each student 
in Mrs. Yanuzzelli’s class was buddied 
up with a student from Mrs. 
Desiderio’s class.  
     Using the district’s new online 
math program, enVisionmath 2.0, 
Mrs. Yanuzzelli first taught the class a 
math lesson on how to illustrate 
different ways to make groups of ten. Using their iPads, students used the online app Seesaw to move counters 
into a ten frame. First they had to show multiple ways to make ten using different colored counters. Then they 
used their ten frame to build addition sentences. Each buddy helped their partner create their groups of ten in 
Seesaw, which is an app that empowers students to independently document online what they are learning in 
class and save it in in a digital portfolio. Mr. James Yanuzzelli, Old Bridge Technology Integration Specialist, also 
participated in the Seesaw lesson and helped ensure that each student new to Seesaw was successful. Seesaws 
are not just for playing on the playground. At Memorial School, second grade students now know how to 
Seesaw using their iPad and “show what they know.”   
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McDivitt School Gives a High Five! 

     McDivitt School is participating in the 
National Brain Tumor Society’s “High Five” 
program, which allows students to connect to a 
pediatric brain tumor patient with a simple 
gesture of support… A high five. These “high 
fives” will be displayed via colorful painted 
handprints and a personal sentiment shared by 
students and staff. 
     On Thursday, October 25, Suzanne Isbell, the 
Director of the National Brain Tumor Society, 
came to speak with the students at McDivitt 
about the “High Five” program. This program is 
not only meant to inspire and support a 
pediatric patient’s brain tumor journey, but will 
be used as a fundraiser to raise crucial funds for 
brain tumor research, clinical trials and 
advocacy. The National Brain Tumor Society is fiercely committed to finding better treatments, and ultimately a 
cure, for people living with a brain tumor today and anyone who will be diagnosed tomorrow. This means 
effecting change in the system at all levels. 
     McDivitt will be holding a “High Five” Dance in mid-November with DJ Mickey, a brain tumor survivor. 
Students and staff are asked to donate $5 for the opportunity to attend the dance and put his/her handprint 
and inspirational message on the high five banner. Parents and staff may also “high five” the banner with a $5 
donation. All money raised will go directly to the National Brain Tumor Society. Any student who is not able to 
attend the dance will have the opportunity to place his/her handprint on the banner at school the following day 
with a $5 donation. 
     If anyone would like information regarding the National Brain Tumor Society’s High Five Program, please 
contact Suzanne Isbell at: sisbell@braintumor.org. 

Old Bridge High School 

App 

Re-Launched! 

 

Check out the App Store 

for Apple or Android to 

Download! 

mailto:sisbell@braintumor.org


Volume 6 Issue 2 November, 2018 Page 24 

 


