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Old Bridge Online 
 A Publication of Old Bridge Township Public Schools   

March  1 — 9 
 

6—Early Dismissal — PLC Day for Staff 
 

March 10 —16 
 

10—Daylight Savings 
         Set Your Clock Ahead!    
 
12—BOE Agenda Session 
         7:30  BOE Conference Rm  

March 2019 

March 17 —31 
 

19—BOE Regular Meeting 
         7:30 OBHS TV Studio 
 
20—First Day of Spring  
 

2019 Fine Arts and Music Festival 

 The Old Bridge Township School 
District's Department of Art and Music 
presented its 2019 Arts Festival on Feb. 6, at 
Old Bridge High School.  
 Paintings, sketches, 3-D sculptures, and 
jewelry created by students in the district, 
representing grades K-12, were on display in 
the hallways and classrooms. 
 The Old Bridge High School  Middle 
School Indoor Percussion, the Old Bridge High 
School Indoor Percussion and the High School 
Winter Guard performed at the festival. 
 The grades 4-12 Band performed to a 
packed gym filled with proud parents, teachers, 
administrators, and children. 

 (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

 Vocal music presentations also were performed by students, representing the elementary, middle, and high 
schools.  -by: Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

The Wedding of Q and U at Southwood 

 The Kindergarten students at Southwood School participated in the Q and U 

wedding on February 4th.  It was a quaint ceremony in which the two letters Q and U 

were joined together in matrimony to show that they are always together, unless U is 

needed in another word.  The students all had a speaking part and sang the songs 

“Chapel of Love” and “We Go Together”. The bride and groom drove off in a black 

Cadillac Escalade.  The ceremony was followed by a reception in the classroom that 

included heart shaped treats and a Q and U photo booth. It was a wonderful event for 

all who attended. 
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 District Lunch Bunch 

 Two representatives from each of the district’s 12 

elementary schools met with Schools Superintendent 

David Cittadino and Assistant Superintendent Kathleen 

Hoeker on February 13th to give them an opportunity to 

make connections with the third, fourth, and fifth graders. 

 The “lunch bunch” spent more than an hour at 

the Patrick Torre Administration Building, playing games 

and participating in a roundtable discussion about their 

interests and what improvements they would like to see in 

their schools.  During lunch, which was provided by 

Giusseppe’s Pizza of Old Bridge, some of the students 

posed their own questions to the administrators. 

 Topics ran the gamut from how can they save 

Cheesequake Elementary School from closing in the fall to 

how can they get bicycle racks installed at the K-5 schools. 

One youngster asked the administrators how she could implement a change in school policy, which would allow students 

to not have assigned seats during lunch. These ideas were put forward at the second of three luncheons planned this 

school year. 

 The program, which aims at improving communications with the students, began in October 2016. Cittadino then 

said he is always looking for different ways to hear from the students.  In 2015, he initiated Sundaes with the 

Superintendent, where youngsters would meet at Friendly’s on Ferry Road and talk with the superintendent, who 

oversees more than 9,000 students and 1,000 plus employees. 

 Both Cittadino and Hoeker agreed that it is important to make connections with children because they have a lot 

to say, and it important to see things through their eyes.  -by: Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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“Souper” Bowl at Miller School 

 The Rams win the “Souper" Bowl! Yes, you read that  right.  Although they did not win the actual NFL Super Bowl, 
in Miller School they were this year’s “Souper” Bowl winners! During the week of January 28th through February 1st 
students brought in cans of soup and deposited them into the bin of the NFL team they hoped would win the Super Bowl.  
Our character ambassadors counted and announced the “scores” at the end of each day.  Unfortunately, our prediction of 
the Rams winning did not actually come true but this was a great school event.  All soup was donated to the OB Food Bank 
for our community to enjoy. 

Turkey Bowl Winners 

 The Board of Education acknowledged Carl Sandburg Middle School, Walter M. Schirra Elementary School, and Old 
Bridge High School, Class of 2020, as the winners of the Second Annual Turkey Bowl Trophy.  These groups collected the 
most goods at their respective levels for the JBWS Jersey Battered Women's Service. 
 Sandburg collected 625 items; Schirra, 520 items; and OBHS Class of 2020, 238 items.  
 As a district, the students and staff collected more than 2,300 items.  Old Bridge is very proud of this achievement 
as well as the caring and diligence of these members of the Old Bridge schools' community.  In the spirit of our Nationally 
Recognized School District of Character, our schools have all shown great compassion and character. . -by: Lori Luicci, District 

Public Relations Coordinator 
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Law Enforcement Day at Shepard 

The Show Must Go On at Schirra 

 The 1st graders had so much fun creating policemen and policewomen that look like each of the children.  They 
wrote and illustrated stories which were made into a book for the wonderful police officers that keep us safe at Shepard 
School each day.  The children made their own police hats and said what they would do to help others during our morning 
meeting.  We are so lucky to have the policemen and policewomen be part of our everyday routine.   

 Schirra students participated in Theatre Week from February 19th – 22nd.  Sponsored by the PTA, students were 
scheduled to have four days of rehearsal before putting on a full production with costumes, props and backdrops.  With the 
early dismissal announced, the students knew the show must go on.  With one less day of rehearsal, students were able to 
perform a full production of “The Silly Adventures of Sinbad” in front of family, friends and staff at Old Bridge High School 
on Friday night.  The show was a hit and students were proud of the accomplishment they had achieved.  Congratulations 
to students for a job well done! 
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 Unified Program at OBHS 

 Four students, along with special education teacher Karen Lewicki, 
attended the Special Olympics Capitol Hill Day in Washington, DC earlier this 
month. They were among the hundreds of athletes, program leaders, Unified 
partners, and family members who participated in the program. 
 The four Unified students, who represented Old Bridge High School, 
are: Paige Giasullo, sophomore; Alyssa Harris, sophomore; Louis Cavana, senior; 
and Trevor Schwartz, senior. The Unified program at OBHS includes peers with 
and without disabilities, who come together as equals for a variety of programs 
that run the gamut from Play Unified Club to Unified Generation class and 
Unified sports. 
 The two-day program, included one-day on Capitol Hill meeting with 
representatives, discussing programs and why they are important to Old Bridge 
students. 
 The group met with New Jersey senators and congressmen, looking for 
financial support to continue funding Unified Champion programs. The teens 
also interacted with Timothy Shriver, spokesperson for Special Olympics, and 
Senator Joseph Kennedy III (D-Mass). -by: Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

Challenge Students Share with Shepard First Graders 

 The first Graders at 
Shepard School were so excited to 
have Mrs. Washburn's Challenge 
Class share their own version of 
Snowmen at Night with our 
classes.  The first grades were 
excited to see that they were both 
doing the same topic.   
 Mrs. Washburn's children 
read their stories, shared their 
author's page and the children all 
made new friends. A fun time was 
had by all! 
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Miller Students Visit Reformed Church Assisted Living Facility 

Teacher & Educational Support Professionals of the Year 

Congratulations to our friends selected as the OBTPS Teacher & Educational Support Professionals of the Year! 

 On Friday, February 22, 2019, Miller students visited Reformed 
Church Assisted Living Facility.  The purpose of the trip was to bring paper 
flowers made by the students to the residents as a gesture of kindness.  
The idea was from a fifth grade student, Jaylee Tomayo who brought up 
the suggestion during a Character Education committee meeting with Mr. 
Cittadino.   
 The third, fourth and fifth grade students that went to Reformed 
Church made the flowers during recess with their art teacher, Miss Jen-
nifer Spoganetz. After handing out flowers to the residents, the students 
demonstrated how to make them.  Jaylee Tomayo, the student who sug-
gested the idea, explained the all the steps.  Miller School will continue to 
implement student suggested endeavors. 
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