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January 1—4

2—CLASSES RESUME
3—Board of Educa�on 
      Organiza�onal Mee�ng
      7:00 p.m.—OBHS TV Studio

January 7—11

9 — EARLY DISMISSAL PLC

January 2019

January 14—18

15—Board of Educa�on 
        Agenda Mee�ng  
        7:30 p.m.—Admin Building

January 21—28
21—SCHOOL CLOSED
22—Board of Educa�on
         Regular Mee�ng
         7:30 p.m.—OBHS TV Studio
28—OBHS 2 Marking  Period  Ends                   

Marching Knights Perform at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii

The Old Bridge High School Marching Knights were 
selected to represent the State of New Jersey and USS New 
Jersey at the Pearl Harbor Anniversary in Honolulu, Hawaii 
on December 7th. On December 3—10 the band traveled to 
Honolulu to march in the Pearl Harbor parade and perform 
at the USS Missouri. 

We are very proud of the accomplishments of the 
Marching Knights over the years. They have also performed 
at the Na�onal 4th of July Parade in Washington D.C. and 
were selected to perform at the D-Day Anniversary in 
Normandy, France in 2015. These students are very 
accomplished musicians and have exceeded our 
expecta�ons every year. Lastly, the Marching Knights 
competed at Na�onal Championships on Saturday, 
November 10th and came in 2nd place. They also received 
the �tle of US Bands New Jersey State Champions. This year 
the band is comprised of mostly 8th and 9th graders since 25 
seniors graduated last year.  The future is looking very 
bright for these young members of the Old Bridge Marching 
Knights.
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Old Bridge High School Teen Gives Back to Make-A-Wish 

A ninth grader at Old Bridge High 
School collected 175,987 le�ers for Make-A-
Wish through the annual Macy’s BELIEVE 
campaign. AJ Silvestri, with the help of his 
supporters from the Old Bridge Township 
schools, other NJ communi�es, and countries 

outside the US, dropped off boxes spilling over with le�ers at 5 p.m. on Dec. 7, Na�onal Believe Day, at Macy’s in the 
Brunswick Square Mall in East Brunswick.  

In 2017, AJ collected 78,257 le�ers and in 2016, he collected more than 27,000 holiday le�ers, to help the 
organiza�on that made his dream become a reality. The youngster, who has Cys�c Fibrosis, was granted a wish six years 
ago by Make-A-Wish New Jersey, which creates life-changing wishes for children with cri�cal illnesses.

Cys�c Fibrosis is a chronic, progressive and life limi�ng gene�c disease that affects specifically AJ’s lungs and 
gastrointes�nal system, according to his mother Kerryann S. Silvestri.

This year marks the 11th annual BELIEVE campaign between Macy’s and Make-A-Wish, according to Joseph 
DePalma, the vice president store manager of Brunswick Square Macy’s.

From the beginning of November through Dec. 24, “believers” of all ages can mail le�ers to Santa at the big red 
le�erbox at any local Macy’s store or online at macys.com/believe. For every le�er received in store or online, Macy’s will 
donate $1 to Make-A-Wish, up to $1 million, to help create life-changing wishes for children with cri�cal illnesses. 

Le�ers delivered on Friday, Dec. 7, Na�onal Believe Day, to any Macy’s na�onwide -- the day AJ made his delivery 
-- counted for a $2 contribu�on from Macy’s per le�er, up to an addi�onal $1 million, bringing the total campaign to a 
possible $2 million.

Once again, AJ’s le�ers will play a significant role in helping Macy’s and Make-A-Wish reach their $1 million 
Na�onal Believe Day goal. Old Bridge Schools Superintendent David Ci�adino last year challenged the youngster to collect 
125,000 le�ers this year so that his efforts would help make “a classroom of kids’ wishes come true.” The average wish 
costs about $10,000. Silvestri immediately agreed to answer the challenge.

“This is the first �me AJ went interna�onal,” said Kenneth Londregan, vice principal at Carl Sandburg Middle 
School, who last year worked with Silvestri at his alma mater. Londregan called Silvestri an “inspira�on” to the school 
district. He said the youngster garnered support from East Brunswick, Marlboro, Sayreville, Carteret, Staten Island, and 
Toms River. He also collected le�ers from as far away as South Africa and the Kingdom of Bahrain.  Londregan said Silvestri 
was so inspira�onal that his own children, KJ and Riley, decided to collect le�ers from their middle and elementary schools.
Silvestri was commi�ed to bea�ng his record last year and to giving back to the organiza�on, who gave him and his family 
the opportunity to take a Make-A-Wish trip one week a�er Superstorm Sandy. On the trip, they met the cast of the History 
Channel show "Pawn Stars" and watched them film a segment with AJ's favorite personality, Chum Lee. They also met the 
cast from the show "American Restora�on”.

“It’s not what Make-A-Wish can do, but what you can do,” said Jerry Murphy, vice president of development at 
Make-A-Wish New Jersey. “AJ was able to mobilize groups of people while Macy’s makes the dona�on.  He was able to 
come together with one project…one young man galvanized an area.”  - by Lori Luicci, District Public Rela�ons Coordinator
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Grissom Gators Share in the Creative Process

Miss Resnick, Mrs. Dyas, and Miss 
Fox's classes celebrated Inclusion 
Week. Students worked together 
and each made unique 
contribu�ons to our group 
project. Students communicated 
and demonstrated outstanding 
teamwork all while developing 
wonderful friendships.

Old Bridge Schools Celebrate Inclusive Schools Week!

From December 4th through December 7th, many of the schools in Old Bridge recognized Inclusive Schools Week 
through various ac�vi�es.  This year’s theme was “Kaleidoscope of Friends” and provides an opportunity for schools to 
reflect on their inclusive prac�ces and con�nue to shape new ways to include all students throughout the year.  Some of 
the ac�vi�es across the district included innova�ve mornings mee�ngs, art projects, crea�ng and performing skits, 
technology-based ac�vi�es, simula�ng disabili�es, and human bingo.  These were just some of the great ac�vi�es that 
were planned to recognize the week.  

A huge thank you to Carpenter, Schirra, Cooper, McDivi�, Madison Park, Memorial, Voorhees, Shepard and OBHS 
for sharing these exci�ng events!  Take a look at #ISW2018 on Twi�er to see addi�onal pictures of the fantas�c inclusive 
prac�ces from schools across our district!
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Grissom Fourth Grade Living Wax Museum

The Fourth Grade Wax Museum was a huge 
success! Students each selected a prominent person 
in history who made a posi�ve contribu�on to 
society. Students read biographies, autobiographies, 
and journals to research the person he or she 
selected. They created tri-fold boards with 
interes�ng facts and pictures, dressed up as the 
person they selected and then froze in �me. 

Grissom students and fourth grade parents 
came to see and unlock their person by pressing a 
red bu�on on their boards. Students came to life 
and acted out their biographies for all to see.

Cheesequake’s Junior K Kids Club

First and second grade youngsters, members of the 
Cheesequake Junior K Kids Club, and staff advisors 
happily gave up their recess as they made holiday 
cards for Old Bridge senior ci�zens. 
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Schirra’s Cer�fied Kind Classroom  #CHOOSEKIND

The Kind Classroom was a school wide ini�a�ve at Schirra 
School.  Ms. Janks’ Art room was u�lized with the idea that 
one small act of kindness goes a long way.  Students were 
responsible for nomina�ng an act of kindness they witnessed 
or experienced in the art room, wri�ng it down and placing it 
in the jar.  Once the jar was filled with acts of kindness, Ms. 
Janks tweeted to the “Be Kind Classroom Ini�a�ve.”  In no 
�me at all we received our “Cer�fied Kind” status! 

Camp Fire Program at McDivi�

McDivi�'s first graders are 
learning how to stay safe! Ms. Hall, 
from the Camp Fire program, has 
been visi�ng each classroom once a 
week to help teach our students how 
to make good choices. Topics such as 
playing safely and avoiding danger, 
using non-violent responses to tough 
situa�ons, expressing feelings and 
being empathe�c, saying no to drugs, 
stranger danger, and communica�ng 
to a trusted adult are addressed on a 
weekly basis. 

The students have been 
enjoying the interac�ve lessons and 
look forward to Ms. Hall's visits on 
Mondays!
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A Wish Comes True When Dad Returns Home for the Holidays

When six-year-old Abel Towers-Zeller was 
asked to write down what he wanted for Christmas, 
he stated that he simply wanted his father home for 
the holidays.

Abel’s dad, Timothy Zeller, a private in the 
US Army has been sta�oned in southern California 
since early July. Zeller said he couldn’t FaceTime his 
son because he didn’t have an iPhone, and the �me 
difference made it difficult to talk with the youngster.

His mother, Jacqueline Towers, said every 
day she and her son would cross off another day on 
their calendar, hoping that Abel’s father would return 
to his Old Bridge, NJ home in �me for Christmas. She 
said the youngster looks up to his father. In fact, for 
Halloween, she said he dressed up as a private in the 
US Army.

Abel’s simple wish came true Monday, when 
he received the best holiday gi� possible; he was 
reunited with his father. The plan came about a�er 
Zeller contacted the school and arranged with 
Raymond E. Voorhees Elementary School Principal 
Courtney Lowery to surprise the youngster.

Prior to seeing his son, Zeller, 30, said he 
was so excited to see the youngster. Wearing his 
Army greens, he walked into the assembly program, 

which was run by the kindergarten classes at his son’s elementary school.
The idea was easily implemented since the school was planning to hold an assembly with the theme of caring, 

according to Lowery.  During the program, the children thanked others who had made differences in their lives, and they 
presented to the principal le�ers they had wri�en to soldiers for the holidays. When the principal said to the students in 
a�endance that it would be wonderful if a soldier could deliver the le�ers, on cue, Zeller walked into the packed gym. 
Moments later, the youngster ran into his father’s arms and refused to let go.

The father told his son he would bring the le�ers back to the base when he returns in about two weeks. Abel said 
he was “surprised” by his father’s visit and could not stop smiling, which was in contrast to the teachers, administrators and 
visitors, who wiped tears from their eyes, as they witnessed the youngster’s holiday wish come true. - by Lori Luicci, District 
Public Rela�ons Coordinator
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Southwood School Helps “Feel Be�er Bears” Campaign

Many students came out on 
a cold December day to bring joy and 
hope to many people suffering this 
holiday season. Many of those 
recently inducted in the Na�onal 
Junior Honor Society this year worked 
along side of students from East 
Brunswick Schools to unload over 
3,000 items as well as bag food for 
144 families. The bags of food were 
loaded on a mobile food pantry 
owned by Glenn and Jake’s 
Founda�on of Hope and were 
delivered to a housing unit in New 
Brunswick that serves low income 
elderly families. 

The Na�onal Junior Honor 
Society students have devoted 
community service hours to Glenn 
and Jake’s Founda�on of Hope since 
its incep�on last school year. These 

students are commi�ed toward excellence in both academics and community service. Their desire to help others and join 
forces with other students in the area was a blessing to many families this holiday season. 

Sandburg’s Na�onal Junior Honor Society Helps Feed the Hungry

Southwood fourth graders collected more than 100 stuffed animals to support the “Feel Be�er Bears” Campaign 
sponsored by New Jersey 101.5.  The New Jersey PBA will use their dona�ons to help children across New Jersey during 
emergency situa�ons. We are so proud of our fourth grade students and staff for organizing this service learning project! 
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Hands On Coding at McDivi� School

McDivi� School 2nd graders got to experience hands on coding when Mrs. Washburn visited with the 
Challenge Program robots. For two weeks, students in each 2nd grade class spent an hour programming the 
Ozobots and the Beebots to follow different commands. Following a mini lesson, students were given hands 
on experience with two types of coding. When working with the Beebots, they used the bu�ons on the 
robots’ backs to move the bees to certain places on the mats. They had to troubleshoot and re-code when the 
Beebot did not take the expected course. During Ozobot �me, students learned that colors and lines can also 
be used to code. Given a set of pre-programmed codes, the students designed tracks with codes embedded 
for the line sensing robots to follow. Nitro Boost and Backwalk were favorites among this group. The 
opportunity enabled the McDivi� Stars to prac�ce the 21st century skills of problem solving, flexibility, cri�cal 
thinking, collabora�on and technological literacy.

McDivi�’s “Holiday of Music”

The 3rd grade concert, “A Holiday of Music” was a great success! The concert featured songs about 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Diwali, Kwanzaa and Eid to name a few. Mrs. Shadis worked very hard, teaching the stu-
dents all of the songs. There were live instruments as well! At the end of the concert, there was a singalong for 
all to join in, including some holiday classics. A great �me was had by all!
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Parent Day at Southwood Preschool

On Thursday, December 13th, Southwood's preschool had a parent involvement day.  Parents worked 
together with their child to decorate a gingerbread house while focusing on developing fine-motor 
skills.  A�erwards, we had a sing-a-long and enjoyed a holiday cookie that the children baked for their 
families.  Happy Holidays to all!

Third Grade Holiday Show at Southwood

On Monday, December 17th, the third graders of Southwood School put on their annual holiday show.  
A�er many weeks of prac�ce, they performed “December Lights, December Nights” for the school and their 
families.  The show featured all different holidays that are celebrated in December, such as Christmas, 
Hanukkah, La Fiesta de la Posada, and Kwanzaa.  The show is about a variety of candle holders displayed in a 
store window that lead students to discover the diversity of the season.  It teaches everyone that there are so 
many different holidays to celebrate in December with “celebra�ons all across the land”.  The students really 
enjoyed pu�ng on the show and got everyone in the holiday spirit!
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Sandburg’s 8th Grade Students Bring Holiday Joy to the Disabled

The students in Ms. Stahl’s ELA class again this year adopted a community service project that would 
bring joy to others suffering from mental illness during the holiday season. They all donated money to fill 
stockings with many items from some delicious goodies, to socks, gloves, and toiletries that are needed by 
the group of people who live in a boarding home. Many of these disabled adults do not have families that 
visit them and bring them gi�s during the holidays.   The students eagerly wrapped gi�s and found joy in 
giving back to others who are o�en forgo�en. Throughout the year the students learn life lessons within each 
story or novel they read and by par�cipa�ng in real life lessons. Giving and crea�ng empathy for others who 
are struggling, allowed them to gain a greater understanding of meaning and purpose in life. This group of 
remarkable students is an inspira�on for others and their dedica�on and desire to make a difference in the 
lives of others was a lesson for all who want to spread joy to others. 

Jonas Salk Animal Club and Na�onal Honor Society Fundraiser

The students Animal Club helped to celebrate the 
holiday season by running a fundraiser with the Junior 
Na�onal Honor Society. Club Director, Daniel Sullivan, 
brought the students for a tour of the shelter to meet the 
animals that their dona�ons will help. He said "It's been 
wonderful seeing the students live out the character 
educa�on pillars of ci�zenship and caring. They've taken 
the lessons they've learned in school and applied them to 
the community.  I'm very proud of them." Melissa Lynch, 
the director of the honor society, agreed. They also wanted 
to thank the shelter staff, Salk principal Mr. 
Rezes, Mr. Cascone, and Mr. David Ci�adino for their 
support."
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OBHS JROTC Creates Awareness at Madison Park

The OBHS JROTC led the students with interac�ve ac�vi�es and provided them with the basics about 
drugs, alcohol and bullying.  The ac�vi�es included “Say NO Bingo”, t-shirt designing contest, short skits 
related to bullying and an awareness presenta�on team.  Madison Park staff and students are thankful to 
have posi�ve role models deliver extremely important messages through engaging ac�vi�es.  Four alumni of 
Madison Park were able to come back due to the collabora�ve efforts.

Madison Park Pays it Forward with Kindness

Madison Park was filled with smiles and posi�ve vibes during its Pay It Forward Campaign last month.  
Students and staffers in all grades passed around post-it messages of kindness and compliments, including 
thank you for being my friend and have a great day.  Each student was responsible for passing on at least one 
message to the recipient of his or her choice—from other students to teachers to bus drivers.

The Madison Park Pay It Forward Campaign was inspired by the Character Ambassador program.  
Jaylen Jones and Deana Peterson, MP’s representa�ves, brought the idea back from their first mee�ng with 
the student ambassadors from the other Old Bridge schools.  The campaign’s purpose is to pick a post-it with 
a kind message from a bulle�n board (in our case it was posters displayed in the hallways) and pass it on to 
someone in order to create a posi�ve day for them.

A�er two weeks, students were asked to write a reflec�on.  According to one 5th grader, "I thought 
the Pay It Forward event was a kind, caring �me for people to show the 6 pillars of character all together!” 
Besides experiencing that “it felt good” to give a message, many students were surprised by how they felt 
when they received a message.  “I did not think that someone would give me a post-it note that said I was a 
role model,” noted another student. The general consensus was to keep the posi�ve post-it project going year 
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Southwood Changes The World Project

The Fi�h Grade at Southwood 
School collected socks for all ages to 
be donated to a local hospital. They 
were able to collect more than 200 
pairs of socks as part of our ongoing 
service learning project, Southwood 
Changes the World.

Elijah’s Promise

Cooper PTA, staff, and students packaged breakfast bags and created table and room 
decora�ons for Elijah’s Promise in New Brunswick.  This is the second year our PTA has worked 
alongside the charity to fulfill the needs of breakfast bags during the holiday season.  Our PTA 
developed this service learning project to support Cooper’s Character Ed curriculum, and also to 
ins�ll in our students and community the understanding of those in need. Organiza�on and 
collec�on of the items started early as grade levels were divided up to either collect breakfast 
items for the bags, or brainstorm and create decora�ons for the tables at the center.  Grades K & 
5 were tasked with the responsibility of decora�ons, which was overseen by Cooper’s Art 
teacher Mrs. Pang.  Table runners, centerpieces, and wall décor was created and packaged for 
delivery.  Grade 1-4 were tasked with collec�ons, decora�ng and filling breakfast bags. Out PTA 
and parent volunteers set up an assembly line of all items for students to walk along and place in 
their own personally decorated bag. Once all decora�ons and bags were complete, items were 
boxed and taken to New Brunswick by our Character Ambassadors.  The staff at Elijah’s Promise 
was grateful for our collabora�on, and thanked all involved. 
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Ned’s Kindness Adventure Assembly at Memorial School

On December 17, 2018, students in grades K-5 a�ended a wonderful assembly called “Ned’s Kindness 
Adventure.” Sponsored by the Memorial School PTA. This assembly used storytelling, music, and interac�ve videos to take 
Memorial School students on an exci�ng trip to Kenya. The “tour guide” took all the students and Ned, a lovable life-size 
cartoon character, on a virtual trip to the Bidii Primary School in Nairobi, Kenya. At first, Ned “voiced” his reluctance to 
make the journey because everyone in Kenya would be so different. Ned was worried that the kids in Kenya wore 
different clothes, ate different food and had different customs. Students par�cipated in this magical interac�ve journey 
and helped Ned realize that students everywhere in the world can celebrate their differences if they choose to show 
kindness, respect and acceptance to each person they meet. Memorial students learned that each person ma�ers a lot 
and that it is important to include others and make friends with each other, no ma�er where you live. 

A�er the assembly, students were invited to purchase beaded and carved jewelry and other hand-cra�ed items, 
made by ar�sans in Kenya. Each item serves as a kindness reminder and also helps to pay it forward to the students in 
Kenya. A small por�on from each item sold is donated to providing clean water for the kids in Kenya. Students learned 
from the assembly that “Wema” means kindness in Swahili. Students are proud to prac�ce “Wema” each and every day at 
Memorial. Caring and accep�ng others connect all of us, all around the world. Thank you, Ned, for sharing this important 
message.  

Meet Code Creators at Carpenter School

On December 4, at 1:00 pm, the fi�h graders at Carpenter 
par�cipated in a live webinar with code creators from the game 
Minecra�.  They learned about the behind the scenes workings of 
the game, and what it takes to be a game coder.  One interes�ng 
fact that was shared during the Skype was that the sounds in the 
game are live recordings of natural noises that are then coded into 
the Minecra� program.  For example, the sounds that pandas 
make in the game were recorded from live pandas in China. During 
the live session, ques�ons were asked by students around the 
world including India and Canada, and then answered by the 
coders.  The coders explained the dedica�on and hard work that it 
takes to become a professional coder.  When coding, it may take 
several tries before the correct code is entered.  Our school is 
working on striving towards having a growth mindset, which 

encourages students to keep trying, learning, and improving every day.  Students were engaged and look forward to 
par�cipa�ng in future technology webinars, as well as crea�ng their own codes during Computer Science Educa�on Week 
with Microso�.  

A few days later, Emma (one of the students who par�cipated in the webinar) shared during morning mee�ng 
that the skype had changed her viewpoint of the game, and that she was inspired to create a whole new world on 
Minecra�.  Emma also shared that while playing the game with her friend, she taught her friend about all the behind the 
scenes informa�on that she had learned at school.  When students share/teach informa�on that is learned in the 
classroom with their peers, it is a rewarding and proud moment for the teacher.      
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Making Mustaches 

With the combined efforts from the Madison Park Student Council and 2nd grade teachers and stu-
dents, the seniors from Old Bridge Township Silver Linings Center were served a delicious breakfast and enter-
tained on December 13, 2018.  From holiday sing-a-longs performed by our second graders, and a breakfast 
prepared by our student council, senior ci�zens spent the morning mingling amongst themselves and with the 
students. 

Over the years, the breakfast has presented our children many rewarding experiences. The children 
have become very involved in our community through Character Educa�on being taught in our school. The 
student par�cipa�on and interac�ons with the seniors, shows the excitement and compassion our students 
have for them and our community. One of the greatest rewards our students take away from this experience 
is when they no�ce the senior ci�zens’ faces light up a�er having a conversa�on or serving them their break-
fast.  This was our 13th year that Madison Park has hosted the senior ci�zen breakfast, and they hope to con-
�nue the tradi�on. 

Madison Park Student Council Show Ci�zenship

The Kindergarten at Madison Park 
made mustaches to prac�ce making the /m/ 
sound. If they heard a word beginning with/
m/, they had to place the mustache to their 
lips and say /m/. We had tons of fun!
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Miller School Sing-A-Long

On December 18, 2018 Miller School 
hosted its second annual Holiday Sing Along.  
Residents from Reformed Church a�ended and 
par�cipated with the students singing classics such 
as “Jingle Bells”, “Rocking Around the Christmas 
Tree”, “Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel”, and “Feliz 
Navidad”.  For those residents who were not able 
to a�end our computer teacher Mrs. Naspo set up 
a SKYPE session and those residents sang along as 
well.   Our librarian, Mrs. Gallop read the story 
“Snowmen at Night”.  Some of our character 
ambassadors greeted the residents when they 
arrived and sat with them during the show.  This 
was a wonderful opportunity for students and 
seniors to engage with each other.  

Cooper Elementary’s Readers of the Pack

The Readers of the Pack program is part of 
Cooper Elementary's English as a Second Language 
(ESL) reading plan. Students in Ms. Fuentes' ESL class 
are invited to read to the four-legged furry friends who 
visit Cooper Elementary once every few months.  The 
ESL students have shown marked improvement in their 
reading skills as well as their confidence levels a�er 
being a part of this program for over a year. To them, 
we say WOOF WOOF! (Translated: great job!) 
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The Big Chill at Schirra Elementary

During the December Hour of Code, 4th and 5th graders par�cipated in the Bee Bot 

Collabora�ve Coding Compe��on in the computer lab. Students teamed up in pairs to apply 

a 4-step computa�onal thinking process in order to solve a real-world problem. Each team 

had to get the Bee Bot to successfully deliver a NJ crop of cranberries to New Mexico, in �me 

for the winter holidays. Since the “truck” (Bee Bot), was not refrigerated, the Bee Bot had to 

drive through states that had an average winter temperature that would not freeze the 

cranberries or cause them to spoil. The states were displayed on the Bee Bot grid and maps 

provided students with data on winter temperatures. Each team, made up of a 4th and a 5th

grader, had to work together and first create a table lis�ng the con�guous states they would 

travel through, to successfully deliver their crop of cranberries and then create an algorithm 

using JavaScript commands, that would be programmed into the Bee Bot. Students had fun 

solving the challenge and watching their Bee Bot “drive” to New Mexico on the large grid. 

Each team discovered that comple�ng the challenge depended on working together and that 

collabora�ve problem solving is an essen�al key to success in the real world.  

Schirra’s fi�h graders worked 
hard all season long to put on their big 
winter show, The Big Chill.  Students sang 
many wintry songs including one hoping 
for seven feet of snow!  With two shows, 
fi�h graders entertained the students 
and staff during the day and wowed their 
families at night.  Mrs. DeGregorio and 
Mr. Mucci helped prepare students for 
this wonderful annual event.  It was a 
great success and all were proud of the 
wonderful job they did!

The Bee Bot Collabora�ve Coding Challenge at Memorial School

Kaleidoscope of Friends at Schirra

Schirra celebrated Na�onal Inclusive Schools Week from December 3-7.  Every day is 
inclusion day; however, we celebrated this week with some extra projects. Mrs. Janks helped 
students create kaleidoscopes in Art, the theme for this year’s inclusive week, focusing on 
how each piece in the kaleidoscope helps to create a beau�ful pa�ern and light to see.  This is 
similar to inclusion, in that we all play a part in crea�ng a beau�ful opportunity to learn, 
create and build a welcoming, warm and invi�ng community and educa�onal space. Other 
ac�vi�es included extended morning mee�ngs to complete STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) projects, The Girl Who Thought in Pictures being read in classes and 
class-wide displays created. It was a fantas�c week in which all enjoyed and celebrated our 
unique quali�es that make us such a wonderful Schirra community.
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The Bebras Computa�onal Thinking Challenge

In prepara�on for the 
December Hour of Code, students in 
grades 3, 4, and 5 par�cipated in the 
Bebras Computa�onal Thinking 
Challenge. This is an online challenge 
that introduces students to 
computa�onal thinking and is held in 
over 30 countries in November each 
year. Students are encouraged to use 
their logical and computa�onal 
thinking skills to solve 15 mul�ple-
choice ques�ons that focus on algorithm design, pa�ern recogni�on, data 
analysis and the ability to break down complex problems into simpler 
components. Each student had their own account and had fun working in the 
computer lab through the three different levels of ques�ons provided for each 
grade level. 

The Bebras Computa�onal Thinking Challenge helped students 
understand the kind of problem-solving skills that are needed to create 
computer programs and gave them new strategies to use during the December 
2018 Hour of Code. 

Student Mentoring Program at Southwood School

In the spirit of mee�ng the needs of “Every Child, Every Day,” Southwood School is con�nuing our Student Men-
toring Program this year. During the program, students are matched with a volunteer faculty member who serves as a 
mentor and meets with him/her on the school grounds during the school day on a weekly to biweekly basis. The volunteer 
acts as a role model and source of friendship and encouragement, especially around academic goals and personal devel-
opment. The ac�vi�es between the child and the mentor are ini�ally coordinated by the school counselor. As a school, we 
believe that some children benefit greatly from having another posi�ve role model in his/her life and hope that the rela-
�onship will lead to increased academic performance, self-esteem, and emo�onal development. 
Prior to the beginning of the program, students complete a self-assessment, which assesses their thoughts and feelings 
about themselves and about school. Throughout the school year, academic data is analyzed and, at the conclusion of the 
year, the follow-up self-assessment is administered to evaluate the effec�veness of the program. 

“Southwood Wingman” Program

The “Southwood Wingman” program was created when a need was iden�fied to bridge the social and emo�onal 
gap between students. It was noted that students in our self-contained LLD classrooms (grades 4-5) were struggling to 
ini�ate and maintain meaningful interac�ons with their peers, specifically during recess. An inclusive, small group, peer 
driven model for “Southwood Wingman” was created and members of the Southwood School Character Club were invited 
to par�cipate in this weekly ac�vity during recess. In true Southwood Spirit, all members of the club volunteered to par�c-
ipate. On a rota�ng basis, 2 members of Character Club meet with 2 members of our self-contained class under supervi-
sion of the school counselor. The students play board games with a social-emo�onal focus, including “Stop, Think, and Go” 
and “Bullies, Vic�ms, and Bystanders.” The program takes place weekly, with members of the Character Club par�cipa�ng 
on a rota�ng basis.
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Hour of Code at Memorial School

During the week of December 3rd to December 7th, 2018, in celebra�on of Computer Science Educa�on 

Week, all students at Memorial School, from grades K-5, par�cipated in the global event called the Hour of 

Code. Using the website, Code.org., all Memorial students worked in the computer lab u�lizing problem-

solving skills, logical thinking and crea�vity to solve special coding ac�vi�es designed for their grade level. In 

order to help grade K students solve their first coding challenges, kindergarten students in each class were 

paired with 5th grade Coding Ambassadors, who provided encouragement, support and assistance.  Students in 

grades 1-3 clicked and dragged Blockly coding commands in the correct sequence in order to finish their coding 

ac�vi�es, while students in grades 4-5 had to write code in Coffee Script in order to successfully complete their 

coding challenges. Students in all grades had fun coding and discovered that by using logical thinking skills, cre-

a�vity and by not giving up, they could be successful at problem-solving. Students at Memorial School are 

learning how to be producers of technology as well as consumers! 
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Music Fills the Halls at Schirra Elementary

Schirra Band students helped spread 

winter cheer by playing music in the 

hallways as students arrived on 

Thursday, December 20th.  Mr. Good 

and his students brought smiles to 

many faces crea�ng an upbeat and fun 

way to start the day.  Band students 

have been prac�cing for this special 

and unique performance to surprise 

students and staff.  The en�re Schirra 

community loved this musical treat!

Stocking for Soldiers at Shepard School

The Shepard Sharks worked together with Mrs. Tara Bullen, an Old Bridge resident, to collect items for soldiers 

overseas this holiday season. The students collected enough dona�ons of health and beauty supplies, snacks, 

and entertainment items to create 67 “Stockings for Soldiers.” Addi�onally, they got to meet Private John 

Murphy, Mrs. Bullen’s nephew, who is awai�ng deployment overseas a�er the new year. The students learned 

about MREs, what happens in basic training, and had the opportunity to ask Private Murphy ques�ons. The 

students at Shepard hope the soldiers sta�oned overseas had a great holiday and enjoyed their stockings!
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