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December 3-7 
 

4—Parent University  
      GNC—6:30 pm 
7—Grissom Fashion Show 
      6:30 pm 

December 10-14 
 

10—CSMS & JSMS Band Concerts 
         7:00 pm 
11—BOE AGENDA 7:30– pm—   
        Admin—7:00 pm 
    

December, 2018 

December 17-20 
 

18—JSMS & CSMS Chorus     
        Concerts 7:00 pm 
         7:00  
18—Board of Education Regular 
         Meeting, 7:30  pm —OBHS 

December 21—January 2 
 

21—EARLY DISMISSAL 
 

SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR WINTER 
BREAK—RETURN ON  
JANUARY 2, 2019 

OBHS Marching Band Takes Top Honors at NJ State Championships  

     The Old Bridge High School 
Marching Band recently took top 
honors at the NJ State Championships 
and now are focusing their attention on 
a trip to Hawaii, where the members 
will represent the State of New Jersey 
and the USS New Jersey at the Pearl 
Harbor Anniversary in Honolulu, Hawaii 
on December 7.   
     “This (NJ State Championships) was 
a huge win for us since we have a very 
young band this year with mostly 
eighth and ninth graders,” said Melissa 
Thatcher, band director, adding the 
band lost 25 seniors to graduation last 
year.  “I am excited for the future if 
these kids are this great now.” 
     Old Bridge High School hosted US 
Bands New Jersey State Championships 
at Lombardi Field on October 28. This event was scheduled to take place at Rutgers University, but it was 
canceled due to inclement weather and moved to the high school’s stadium at Lombardi Field.  
     There were 23 competing bands and Old Bridge High School won the Group 3 Open State Championship 
title.   
     “We are competing at the highest level in US Bands (Open Class), which is the most competitive and 
most difficult class to compete in,” Thatcher said.  “I am extremely proud of these students.” 
     The Marching Band completed its season on Nov. 10 at MetLife Stadium at National Championships, 
where the band came in second place.  
     In addition to their 20-hour per week rehearsal and competition schedule, the members have also been 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sandburg Students Partner to Create Board Games 

preparing to play a 20-minute performance at the USS Missouri and the Anniversary Parade through the center of 
Honolulu.  
     “This is a huge honor to be selected to perform in Honolulu,” said Thatcher, “Only two bands are selected from 
each state to represent the battleship states.” —by:  Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

(Continued from page 1) 

The students in Ms. Jodelka's ELA classes at CSMS created a variety of projects to showcase their 
knowledge of the teleplay, "Monsters Are Due on Maple Street."  This year, many students opted to 
work in pairs to create board games that included elements of plot, character and theme.  Of course, 
after all the presentations were completed, the students had to give the games a test run!  Look out, 
Milton-Bradley!  These kids may give you a run for your money! 
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“High Five” Assembly  to Support National Brain Tumor Society 

     On November 26, 2018, students at Memorial Elementary School participated in the National Brain Tumor 
Society’s “High Five” program, which helps students understand the challenges of a child’s journey of being 
diagnosed and living with a brain tumor.  
     Ms. Suzanne Isbell, the Associate Regional Director of the New Jersey National Brain Tumor Society, 
presented the information to Memorial School students at two school-wide assemblies, for grades K-2 and for 
grades 3-5. Ms. Isbell shared a video and discussed how important it is for these children to be accepted and 
supported by family, friends and their community. Our students learned that they can show their support to a 
pediatric brain tumor patient with a simple gesture…. a “high five.”  
     All the students were then invited to participate in creating “high five” banners, in which they made colorful 
handprints to send a message of hope and support. The completed banners will then be shared with pediatric 
brain tumor patients, to send a message from the students at Memorial School: “together, we are stronger…… 
we care….. High Five!” 
     These two school assemblies were designed to not only inspire and support a pediatric patient’s brain tumor 
journey, but will also be used as a fundraiser to raise crucial funds for brain tumor research, clinical trials and 
advocacy. Prior to both assemblies, letters were sent home with all students explaining the program.  
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JSMS Animal Club Donates $500 to OB Animal Shelter 

     The students of the Jonas Salk Animal Club helped to celebrate 
Thanksgiving by donating $500 to the Old Bridge Animal 
Shelter.  The director of the shelter, Karen Chen, stopped by to 
meet the students and tell them about the animals that they were 
helping with their donation.   
     Chen told the students the money would be used to help with 
the medical care of one dog and a cat.  
     "It's been wonderful seeing the students live out the character 
education pillars of citizenship and caring,” said club adviser Daniel 
Sullivan. “They've taken the lessons they've learned in school and 
applied them to the community.  I'm very proud of them." 
     The students are currently working with the Junior National 
Honor Society on the second annual "Holidays at the Shelter" 
initiative.   
     They are accepting new and gently used items as well as food 
and supplies to be donated to the Old Bridge Animal 
Shelter.  Donation bins are located in the front vestibule of Jonas 
Salk Middle School, located at 155 West Greystone Road. 

Schirra 1st Graders Host Thanksgiving Feast 

     Schirra’s 1st graders spent part of the Wednesday before Thanksgiving sharing a meal with their Schirra 
family.  Parents supported the feast by providing traditional Thanksgiving foods.  Leading up to the Feast, 1st 
graders learned about the Pilgrims, Native Americans and the first Thanksgiving.  Before the meal, two books 
were read aloud about Thanksgiving.  Students, staff and parents had a wonderful time sharing a meal together 
before our Thanksgiving break. 
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Fall Fun at McDivitt School 

     McDivitt second-graders enjoyed learning about the parts of a pumpkin. Students made the inside of a 
pumpkin out of paper plates, paint, orange yarn for pulp and pumpkin seeds. The best part was reaching inside 
and scooping out the stringy pulp! 

Pink Out at Madison Park 

     Once again, the Madison Park 
Community partnered with Mama Mare 
Breast Cancer Foundation and raised over 
$900.00.  Thank you to Mr. Gregorin for 
putting together another amazing “Pink 
Out” with festivities for all to enjoy.  We 
were lucky this year to get outside and 
enjoy some physical activity for our 
Annual Pink Out Parade.  Mr. Gregorin 
also enjoyed some pie in the face from 
our highest earning students.   
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Madison Park’s P.A.W. Tickets Supports School Wide PBIS Initiative 

     Students are recognized by staff when they have 
exemplified behavior that goes above and beyond 
the Madison Park expectations.  These 
expectations are located in our student manual 
and are reviewed by staff members throughout the 
year.  Students are given a P.A.W. Ticket (Positive 
Attitude Works) which enters them into the 
drawing that goes off 2x a month.  If the student’s 
name is drawn, they receive a “PAWSITIVE” 
certificate, a chance to decorate our #mparkproud 
wall with their name and have their picture 
proudly displayed in the main hall.  This 
contributes to a positive culture of behavior and 
allows for our students to shine far above our 
expectations. 

Schirra School’s “One School One Book”  Program 

     Schirra’s “One School One 
Book” program is coming to an 
end this year and we 
celebrated with a Family Night.  
Students and families came at 
night to celebrate Schirra’s 
new friend, Og, the main 
character of our book, and 
spend quality time with their 
Schirra family.  During the 
Family Night, an arts and crafts 
project was created that 
families could take home.  
Additionally, Og Bingo was 
enjoyed by all and trivia 
questions provided a fun way 
for students to share their 
knowledge of the book.  
Students also had the 
opportunity to participate in creating a stage for Og as throughout the book Og sings.  Students brought 
their created stages and school staff voted for a winner from grades K-2 and grades 3-5.  Everyone who 
attended had a wonderful night! 
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 Schirra School Celebrates World Kindness Day—#ChooseKind 

     Schirra celebrated World Kindness Day on 
Tuesday, November 13th by spreading kindness 
in our own school community as well as at 
Grissom.  Students and staff celebrated at 
Schirra by wearing stickers showing that we 
choose kindness and by being welcomed with 
positive posters in the hallway sharing why the 
staff loves our students.  Schirra shared some 
kindness with Grissom with a poster signed by 
all students and staff posted by the Grissom 
main entrance, a balloon with a special surprise 
inside on each homeroom door as well as KIND 
bars for staff.  Schirra continues to spread the 
Be Kind message. 

Southwood School Celebrates Thanksgiving! 

     First grade students at Southwood 
Elementary School celebrated Thanksgiving 
with their parents. The parents and students 
created a Thanksgiving placemat where they 
listed the things they are thankful for.  
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OBHS Hosts Veterans Day Assembly 

     The Old Bridge High School Air Force Junior ROTC hosted a ceremony to honor US veterans who have served in our 
military.  Among those honored were: Chris Hanns, William Luke III, Guy Lassen, Drew Devine, Steven Gajewski, Nancy 
Atwater, CMSGT Brian Kilpatrick, and Lt. Colonel Rory Doolittle.  

Science Fun in 5th Grade at Madison Park 

     Students in Ms. Yeats and Ms. Hadzimichalis’ classes 
researched the Geosphere, Hydrosphere, Atmosphere and 
Biosphere in small groups using guiding questions.  Once their 
small group research was completed and recorded in a booklet, 
students met with members from each of the other three 
groups to share their findings, answer questions and discuss 
how the four systems interact with each other. 
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 Southwood Pre-School Hosts Annual “Teddy Bear Picnic” 
On Tuesday, November 20th, Southwood's Preschool had their annual Teddy Bear Picnic & Hunt.  Everyone came to 
school in their pajamas along with their favorite stuffed animal.  After reading, "We're Going On A Bear Hunt," students 
looked through the school for a big bear.  Thanks to our gym teacher, Ms. Dana Costello, who set up a "Bear 
Hunt" obstacle course, students were able to follow the path to a cave where they found a very big bear.  It was a "Beary" 
fun day for all! 

Voorhees 5th Grade Hosts Thanksgiving Feast 

The 5th Grade Thanksgiving Feast is 
always a hit! The fifth graders and 
their families get to partake in a feast 
while making memories and sharing 
what they are thankful for with their 
family and friends. Several 5th graders 
get to share their thankful essays 
before the feast begins. It is a great 
way for families to be involved in the 
school community. This is a long 
tradition at Voorhees that the fifth 
graders look forward to every year.  
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OB Schools Compete Against Each Other to Win  

OB TURKEY BOWL Trophy & Help the Needy 

     On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, district staff members gathered for fellowship at our 6th Annual 
“Give Back” Jubilee. 
     The purpose of the jubilee is for staff members to come together to socialize and to support a cause for 
those less fortunate.  In the past, recipients of our “give back” proceeds were Old Bridge families in need, the 
Old Bridge Animal Shelter and various charitable services.   
     We have partnered once again this year with You Give Goods, LLC, to provide much needed items to women 
and children affected by domestic abuse. The drive began on Monday, November 19, 2018 and will conclude on 
Monday, December 31, 2018. 
     Each elementary school, middle school and the 4 individual grades at OBHS will have their own webpage 
with links posted where parents, faculty, staff and community members can visit to place orders of items. These 
items have been preselected by the Jersey Battered Women Service who provide shelter, clothing and food to 
victims of domestic abuse here in New Jersey.  Please note, this drive is completely online and a credit card is 
needed to make a purchase. Shipping and tax are included in the price of the item(s).  You Give Goods will then 
ship the item(s) to shelters across the state, where they will be distributed to the residents. 
 Donations are tax deductible due to their charitable nature, and to assist with claims, a receipt will be 
provided for you at the conclusion of your purchase. 
     Three trophies (elementary, middle, grade level for high school) will be created and awarded to the school, in 
their category, which raises the most funds. The competition does not end on the day of the Jubilee, but carries 
through until the end of December, ending on December 31, 2018. 
     If you are interested in supporting this effort and helping your school to win the competition, please visit 
http://yougivegoods.com/obtps-turkeybowl-2018 and donate.  Help those less fortunate during this holiday 
season!   
  

http://yougivegoods.com/obtps-turkeybowl-2018
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 Southwood Students Honor Vets 

     At Southwood, Miss Randzio’s third 
graders wrote letters to veterans and active 
military members to honor Veteran's Day. 
We worked very hard coming up with the 
perfect letter to send overseas as well as to 
former troops. We thanked each one for 
serving our country and keeping us safe 
here in America. We discussed how difficult 
it must be to not be able to spend the 
holiday season with friends and family, 
therefore; we will be creating a care 
package to send as well.  

Old Bridge Music & Language Team Visit China 

     The Old Bridge Elementary Instrumental music program and Chinese Language program recently traveled to 
China to represent Old Bridge in a cross-cultural exchange of teaching and curriculum 
development.  Anahita Keiller (Director of Arts and Culture), Colin Bell and Tony Good (Elementary Instrumental 
music teachers, directors of the Old Bridge Elementary Drumline) traveled to Shanghai, where they spent a week 
presenting the Chinese language program, an overview of the Old Bridge music department and a detailed 
presentation of the Old Bridge elementary percussion curriculum.   
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