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October 1 — 12 
 
1—Schools Closed 
 
9—Schools Closed 
 
11—OB Fall Family Fun Festival 
 
12—OB Fall Family Fun Festival 
 
13—OB Fall Family Fun Festival 
 
 

October 13 — 19 
 
14 — One Session Day (PLC) 
 
15 — BOE Agenda Session 
          7:30 BOE Conference Rm 

17—SEPTA Meeting 
         7:30 p.m. at Glenn School        
            
  
 
 

October 2019 

October 27 — 31 
 

29 — BOE Regular Session 
          7:30 OBHS TV Studio 
 
31—Happy Halloween! 

Schools Open Their Doors for 2019—2020 School Year 

October 20 — 26 
 
22—OBHS Parent Conferences 
 
24—OBHS Parent Conferences 

 The Old Bridge Public School District opened its doors to staff on 
Sept. 3 and students on Sept. 5.  Schools Superintendent David Cittadino 
addressed teachers, staff, and administrators in his keynote address held at 
Old Bridge High School. He said during the 2019-2020 school year, the district 
will introduce a new theme, “Staying Alive,” which centers on continuing to do 
what “I do responsibly for our students above everything else.” 
 Cittadino said the district accomplished much and garnered 
numerous accolades this summer, including Cooper, Memorial, and Miller 
elementary schools, who were named National PTA Schools of Excellence; the 
district was ranked 54 as a Best School District by niche.com with an overall 
grade of A; and was ranked number 5 as a Best School District in Middlesex 
County also by niche.com with a grade of A. 
 During his address, Cittadino discussed Life is Good: The Book – How 
to Live with Purpose and Enjoy the Ride. He cited a dozen #teacherfeatures, 
including compassion, openness, gratitude, authenticity, honor, love, courage, 
creativity, simplicity and fun.   He also mentioned SEPTA’s (Special 
Education Parent Teacher Association) new project #SEPTArocks, where 
participants paint rocks with words demonstrating kindness. The rocks 
recently were distributed throughout the district. The participants hope that if 
one finds a rock, he paints another, and leaves it for someone else to find. 
 According to kindnessrocksproject.com, the project was founded by 

author Megan Murphy and  is based on the profound truth that one kind message at the right moment can change 
someone's day, their outlook, and their whole life. This rock painting project has become an international grassroots 
movement. 
 Cittadino also recognized new teachers, newly tenured teachers, as well as returning staff members. He 
distributed prizes to a number of teachers for their continued hard work. The prizes were donated by NikkiSnips Salon 
and Hott Carl’s Pizza, both of Matawan; All American Auto Mall of Old Bridge; and Arthur Murray Dance Studios.  - by Lori 

Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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 Memorial Elementary School has been awarded a Future Ready School (FRS)-NJ Silver Level 
Certification. It is the first school in Old Bridge Township to receive this level of recognition; it has undertaken 
this endeavor of self-assessment and planning in the 2019 certification cycle. In 2018, Memorial earned a 
Future Ready School-NJ Bronze Level Certification. 
 This year, James McDivitt and William Miller elementary schools were each awarded a Future Ready 
School-NJ Bronze Level Certification. 
  Future Ready Schools-New Jersey is a certification program designed to promote transformational 
change in schools and districts throughout New Jersey. FRS-NJ provides the guidance, support, direction, and 
resources schools need to achieve “Future Ready” goals, while fostering inclusive collaboration within schools 
and districts, and between them throughout the state. 
  Representatives from Memorial, McDivitt, and Miller schools were invited to celebrate their 
achievements with the FRS-NJ community at an awards ceremony on Tuesday, Oct. 22, at the Atlantic City 
Convention Center. The Future Ready Schools-NJ center on the exhibit floor will feature selected sessions by 
community members from across the state and will serve as a networking hub for the entire FRS-NJ 
community. 
  The certifications, which will expire in three years, were achieved after Future Ready teams came 
together, including representatives of a wide array of educational stakeholders, to explore the leadership, 
education, and technology components of the school and district through the lens of the FRS-NJ Indicators of 
Future Readiness.   
  According to Memorial School Principal Raymond Payton, the FRS-NJ process provides schools and 
districts with the opportunity to continuously and inclusively ask themselves where they are now, where they 
want to be, and how they are going to get there. 
 “We are in an information age, powered by new technology connecting people, ideas, data, and 
content in a rapidly changing society,” said Payton. “As we work to prepare students for this world, we must 
ensure our schools provide them with a technologically rich environment.” 
 To achieve this, Memorial Elementary School has established a culture of digital innovation, where 
educators are empowered to deepen and extend student learning with the use of technology, digital content, 
and media, he said. 
 “I see technology as a resource to increase rigor and support student engagement, critical thinking, 
and the interpersonal skills necessary to solve real work problems,” said Payton. 

Memorial, McDivitt and Miller Schools Earn Future Ready School 
Certifications 
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 Assistant Superintendent of Schools Kathleen Hoeker expressed her excitement over the certifications 
at three of the district’s 11 elementary schools. 
 “As our world continues to be infiltrated by technology it is our responsibility as educators to establish a 
culture where students and staff are empowered to explore the limitless opportunities,” Hoeker said. “Our 
schools have embraced the opportunity by challenging themselves through the Future Ready Schools Initiative. I 
am proud of their determination and success and am excited about the doors they have opened for our 
students.” 
 McDivitt Principal Laurie Anne Coletti said McDivitt Elementary School is thrilled to have received 
certification as a Bronze Tier Future Ready School.  
 “A brief overview shows our staff and students utilize technology, embed technology in daily lessons, 
and are learning internet safety,” she said. “Our students and staff use Flip Grid to promote student voice, See 
Saw to promote reading, Sway to promote enhanced presentations, and Microsoft Immersive Reader to support 
comprehension.   
 “Our school can be found on Twitter: @mcdivittschool, and our school website offers parent and 
student information.   Our students are offered the use of HP streams, Kindles, and iPads.  We have two 
computer labs and integrate technology into the climate and culture of our school.” 
 According to Coletti, teachers and the PTA use the Remind App to maintain the strong home/school 
relationship enjoyed at McDivitt.  
 As a Bronze Tier Future Ready School, she said, McDivitt will strive to increase and heighten technology 
at all levels. 
 Miller School Principal Kim Giles said she is delighted that her elementary school was selected as a 
Future Ready School Bronze recipient.  
 “The school/district goal is to empower students to become global citizens in this digital age,” she 
said.  “Our objective is to have students well prepared for success in college, career, and beyond. We are 
pleased to play a role in preparing our young people to be Future Ready!”- by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
  

Memorial, McDivitt and Miller Schools Earn Future Ready School 
Certifications 
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Cooper and the United Way 

Glenn and Southwood Preschools Kick Off a New Year 

 Our new school year at 

Glenn School and  Southwood 

has been very busy! We’ve made 

new friends and are learning 

through exploring! It’s going to 

be a great year! 

 Leroy Gordon Cooper School 

partnered up with the United Way in 

Milltown, NJ to provide backpacks 

filled with supplies for students.  The 

idea stemmed from our National 

Promising Practice Coop’s Free Little 

Pantry where our community comes 

to “Take what you need, leave what 

you can”.  In thinking about our back 

to school students, we reached out to 

this organization to discuss our 

community pantry, and how some of 

our students may need supplies.  We received the delivery of backpacks which were stuffed with notebooks, folders, 

pencils, pens, rulers, glue sticks, post-it pads, crayons, markers, and stickers.  We want to thank all who donated to supply 

not only the backpacks, but the items inside.  Every little bit counts, and we are grateful for the opportunity to give to our 

students.  
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CSMS Welcome Back Celebration 

 Carl Sandburg Middle School kicked off the new school year with a Welcome Back Celebration to commemorate 

their 50th Anniversary. Our 2019/2020 theme of Make Every Day Count focuses on the daily connections, and celebrating 

the legacy of the CSMS community. An assembly with Mayor Owen Henry, board members, central administration and 

Superintendent Cittadino kicked off the year’s festivities in the morning. Sandburg’s yearly Welcome Back Celebration had 

students rotate through various team building events during the day that foster relationships, promote problem solving, 

explore empathy, and generate excitement for a year of growth ahead. The 6th, 7th and 8th graders enjoy the time getting 

to know one another in an inclusive, nontraditional outdoor setting. The creativity and energy staff and students brought 

to each activity made for a memorable day. A huge thank you to the CSMS PTA, as their help and support were vital in 

making the day a success. 

McDivitt Welcomes Super 5th Graders 
 To start our year off, the 

fifth grade students learned all 

about what it means to be a 

super student. Classroom 

discussions focused upon being 

the role models of the school and 

how to demonstrate good 

character. By turning themselves 

into superheroes and displaying 

them proudly in the school, we 

know our students will rise to the 

occasion and make McDivitt 

School an awesome place to 

attend. 
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 Therapy Dogs Greet Students and Staff at Cooper 

 It was Back to School at Cooper, and the pups from the Monmouth County SPCA Therapy Dogs were on site to 

help greet students, staff and parents.  Oakley and Dixie were accompanied by their handlers to walk around at arrival.  

Everyone was impressed with their manners, patience, and most of all, the super cuteness factor!  This is the fourth year 

we have had therapy dogs at our first day back, and we couldn’t be more honored to continue the partnership with this 

amazing groups of volunteers. 

Memorial School: 2019 FRS-NJ Silver Tier Certification Recipient    

 Memorial Elementary School is excited to announce that they have been selected as a 2019 Future Ready 

Schools-NJ Silver Tier Certification Recipient. This incredible milestone is an official recognition that Memorial’s staff, 

students and the community members have met or exceeded the rigorous standards established by Future Ready Schools 

New Jersey (FRS-NJ) Indicators of Future Readiness in preparing our students for success in college, career, and as citizens 

in the digital age.  Memorial Elementary School joined 260 schools from 72 districts across New Jersey in undertaking this 

arduous journey of self-assessment and planning in the 2019 certification cycle. Memorial Elementary School is the first 

school in Old Bridge Township to receive the Silver level of recognition. In 2018, Memorial Elementary School earned 

Future Ready Schools-NJ Bronze Level Certification.  Memorial Elementary School is proud of the dedication, the 

commitment and teamwork demonstrated by the staff, the students, the parents, and the community in helping us reach 

this milestone together and ensuring that our students will be “Future Ready.” 
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Cooper Honored for PTA School of Excellence 

James A. McDivitt School is Awarded FRS-NJ Bronze Tier 
Certification 

 The McDivitt School family is proud to be recognized as a Future Ready School!  We are dedicated to preparing 
our students for college and beyond by teaching and utilizing 21st century skills.  We would like to thank our Principal, 
Mrs. Laurie Anne Coletti, teachers, students, parents and all those who helped make this possible! 

On September 23, Cooper celebrated the recognition of being 

named a 2019-2021 National PTA of Excellence.  With over 3,000 

applications submitted across the country, only 300 schools were 

awarded the honor, ten were in New Jersey, and Old Bridge was 

awarded 3: Cooper, McDivitt, and Memorial.  The Cooper PTA work 

extensively to complete the application and reviewed all the 

components needed to ensure we were meeting the expectations.  

Once we identified areas in need of enhancement, we went to work 

to collaborate with all stakeholders.  What we were left with was an 

amazing partnership with not only the parents and our community, 

but also the New Jersey and National PTA.  Cooper is honored to 

hold this title and will continue to work on strengthening the bond 

between students, parent, and community. Congrats to McDivitt 

and Memorial Schools on their accomplishment; we are in excellent company! 
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 Math Activities in an EdTechOB Model Classroom at Memorial  

 Second grade students in Mrs. Lindsay Yanuzzelli’s and Mrs. Desiderio’s classroom explore math concepts using 

the district’s newly adopted K-5 mathematics program, enVisionmath 2.0.  As a blended digital and print mathematics 

program, students practiced “enVision Anytime Math” using different strategies to learn and practice new math ideas 

and concepts based on their unique learning styles. As Memorial’s EdTechOB Model Classroom teacher, Mrs. Yanuzzelli 

showed students how to use a variety of digital tools, including Hp Streams and iPads to explore enVision Anytime Math. 

This included watching online animations to help build understanding in a visual way, solving problems and explain their 

thinking by using mental math strings, working on Seesaw activities, and working individually, in pairs and in small 

groups to collaborate and share their ideas. Students also used whiteboards to reinforce math concepts and promote 

problem solving strategies. Math is exciting, challenging and made meaningful for everyone at Memorial School! 

 4th graders at Madison Park came 

together to create an  artistic flag to honor Patriot's 

Day. We read about the hero "retired" fireboat, 

John J. Harvey, who helped shuttle survivors and 

assisted firefighters on Sept 11. Students also wrote 

acrostic poems to show how we honor first 

responders, the heroes, who risk their lives every 

day for all of us.  Finally the children partnered to 

complete the flag which represents the amazing 

differences in all of us as we unite and live in this 

great country together.  

Patriot’s Day at Madison Park 
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 A mathematics teacher at 
the Ellen McDermott Grade Nine 
Center (EMGNC) won a classroom 
makeover totaling $5,000. 
 To win, Rory Yakubov 
encouraged everyone she knows to 
vote for her online in a contest 
sponsored by National Business 
Furniture of Minnesota. And as a 
result, she was able to garner 
20,000 votes.  “I posted on the Old 
Bridge Parents site and utilized 
social media accounts,” Yakubov 
said. “I had the kids vote – and 
more than once.” 
 As a winner, she was able 
to pick out from an on-line store 
any furniture she wanted for her 
classroom.  She selected 12 white 
board tables and a set of 30 chairs, 

as well as two chairs for herself.  “I placed my order in July and the furniture was delivered in August,” she said.  “Then I 
came in and assembled everything.” 
 Yakubov learned about the contest through an account on Instagram, promoting the makeover.  “I just went for 
it,” she said, adding 200 other educators nationwide competed for the top prize.  She said she wanted to thank the Old 
Bridge community for voting and giving her students an “updated environment for learning.” 
  Principal Timothy Dolan said it was no surprise to him or anyone else in the EMGNC that Yakubov continues to be 
recognized for her excellence in the classroom.  “In recent years her reputation has grown beyond the halls of Old Bridge 
High School  to where nationally recognized businesses such as Disney and Texas Instruments, as well as social media 
giants such as Instagram, seek her opinion, insight and counsel on a myriad of educational concepts that range from 
delivery of mathematical content to classroom décor,” Dolan said. “Luckily, despite all the accolades, she continues to be 
dedicated to her first love, the students of Old Bridge High School.” 
 Jean M. Ferrara, K-12 mathematics supervisor for the district, also praised Yakubov, describing her as a “very 
dedicated and passionate math educator. Students thrive in her classroom and become motivated to learn more and 
respect its impact on their future goals. This newly designed classroom space is just one more resource provided by Ms. 
Yakubov to be used as a platform for her students’ continued investigation of mathematics.” - by Lori Luicci, District Public 

Relations Coordinator 

Old Bridge Math Teacher Wins a $5,000 Classroom Makeover 
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 The Beauty of Diversity at Madison Park 

 Celebrating diversity and respecting our unique perspectives are the end result of a beginning-of-the-year 
Social Studies lesson for the fifth grade at Madison Park.  
 The lesson coincides with the anniversary of 9/11 and it is entwined with crucial character education messages. 
Students begin with a discussion of the words point of view, perspective, prejudice and diversity, followed by a reading 
of an article called “My Name is Osama,” the story of a young Arab American who is subjected to bullying following the 
events of 9/11.  
 All of the students are then given the same template of shapes and instructed to create something with it by 
drawing and coloring. Students were also asked to write a title and be prepared to explain their work. Finally, the 
drawings are displayed for a gallery walk and reflection discussion.  
 Exclamations of “Wow, look at how different they look” provided a natural segue to the students’ sharing of 
how this lesson helped them to understand diversity and learn to appreciate that being different is good.  
“I experienced this lesson during my student-teaching, and I tweaked it a bit to teach vocabulary, historical events, and 
character ed,” said Mrs. Johnson, one of the fifth grade teachers. “I learn something new about my students every year. 
It is one of my favorite lessons."  

September STEM activity at Memorial School  

 During the month of September, all fourth-grade students at Memorial School worked collaboratively to 
complete a September STEM activity in the classroom. Students explored the concepts of force, projectile, potential 
energy and kinetic energy by designing and creating slingshots made of popsicle sticks, rubber bands and pompoms. 
Next, students drew pictures of their slingshot, tested their design to see how far their pompoms could travel and 
measured the distance with a yardstick. Students then recorded and shared their results with the class. A discussion 
followed in which students identified what design features made the most successful slingshots. It was an exciting STEM 
activity that encouraged students to use essential skills of collaboration, creativity and communication and work as a 
team.  Teamwork makes the Dreamwork, at Memorial School! 
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 SEPTA Rocks 

 The Board of Education recognized the Old Bridge Special Education Parent & Teacher Association (SEPTA) at 
its Sept. 17 meeting for its unwavering support of  the district's educators, children, and families. 
 The SEPTA Rocks campaign, which is championed by the parent, paraprofessional, and teacher members of the 
organization, is a simple yet beautiful way to improve quality of life for many members of  the Old Bridge community.  
For the project, members of SEPTA painted almost 1,000 rocks with inspirational messages.  The rocks were placed 
throughout the community for adults and children to to find and collect.  
 The Kindness Rock Project, was started by Megan Murphy in 2015, who wrote "You've got this" on a rock and 
left it on a beach in Massachusetts. After a friend found it, she started leaving more rocks with inspirational messages. 
The school board also acknowledged SEPTA’s generosity to the district's schools, with its Flexible Seating Initiative, 
demonstrating the organization’s philanthropic and scholastic value to the Old Bridge Township Public School District. - 
by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

Eagle Scout Completes Project at Carpenter School 

 The Old Bridge Board of Education recognized Kevin Gallagher, a tenth grade student at Old Bridge High School, 
for completing his Eagle Scout project at Carpenter Elementary School.  A member of Troop 129, he received a 
certification of commendation at the Sept. 17 board meeting. 
 Kevin completed a landscape beautification project for the front entrance of Carpenter Elementary School. He 
arranged for supplies to be donated and provided all the labor for the project, which included a sitting area around the 
flagpole and another area for staff. 
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