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November 1 — 9 
 
5—General Election 
 
5—Schools Closed 
      Staff In Service 
 
7—Schools Closed  
      NJEA Convention 
 
8—Schools Closed  
  NJEA Convention 
 

November 10 — 16 
 
12— End of 1st Marking Period                   
         High School  
 
14 — BOE Agenda Session 
          7:30 BOE Conference Rm 

14— End of 1st Marking Period                   
         Elementary & Middle     
            
  
 

November 2019 

November 24 — 30 
 

27 — Early Dismissal 
 
28 —Schools Closed 
         Thanksgiving 
 
29— Schools Closed 
         Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
 

Family Fall Festival 

November 17 — 23 
 
19 — BOE Agenda Session 
          7:30 OBHS TV Studio 

 The second annual Old Bridge Township 
Public School District’s Family Fall Festival 
attracted thousands of visitors to a three-
day fund-raising celebration. Administrators, 
educators, students, residents, and visitors 
joined in the fun on Oct.11-13.  
 The festival was held on the grounds of 
the Ellen McDermott Grade Nine Center with 
activities that included carnival rides, games, 
local vendors, food vendors, and special events 
throughout the weekend. A tricky tray 
raffle also was held all weekend with 
proceeds benefiting the district’s Special 
Education PTA (SEPTA).  
 Among the highlights of the festival 
were a pumpkin pie eating contest, a chili cook 

off, performances by The Echoes, and a trunk or treat, attracting hundreds of youngsters clad in Halloween 
costumes. The children collected treats from the trunks of cars supported by local schools, PTAs, organizations, 
and businesses.  
 “The OBTPS Family Fall Festival continues to be a crowning event for our National District of 
Character,” said Schools Superintendent David Cittadino. “The event celebrates the wholesome family values 
that are alive and well in our community.”  “At the Family Fall Festival, we offered opportunities for all families 
of all backgrounds to come together outside of their homes to laugh, have fun, and revel in truly American 
customs like Halloween, pumpkin pie, and chili cook-offs. I thank every business and individual that makes this 
tradition possible for our children and schools.” (continued on page 6) 
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  Nick Brown, a 2015 Shepard graduate who is currently 
finishing up his Freshman year at OBHS, recently completed a 
beautification project at Shepard for his Eagle Scout Award. Nick 
organized the project and raised funds to complete it by holding a 
fundraising night at Friendly’s in Old Bridge and gathering donations 
from C. Fanelli Landscape Supply, Pride Landscape Supply, and Gasko’s 
Family Farm.  With the assistance of other scouts and leaders on May 
19th, Nick’s project consisted of removing and replacing pavers around 
two front flower beds, adding top soil, weed fabric, mulch and all new 
plants to the beds. Additionally, he created a stone walkway for the 
guard booth and added mulch to all the trees in the yard. The finished 
project is absolutely stunning! 

Future Eagle Scout and Shepard Alum Beautifies Shepard Entrance 

 The Old Bridge Board of Education recognized Kevin Gallagher, a tenth grade student at Old Bridge High 
School, for completing his Eagle Scout project at Carpenter Elementary School.   
 A member of Troop 129, he received a certification of commendation at the Sept. 17 board meeting. 
Kevin completed a landscape beautification project for the front entrance of Carpenter Elementary School. He 
arranged for supplies to be donated and provided all the labor for the project, which included a sitting area 
around the flagpole and another area for staff. 

OBHS Eagle Scout Beautifies Carpenter Entrance 
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 Old Bridge High School held an Orange Out, a charity tailgate, before Friday night’s football game 
against JP Stevens High School. The money raised will be used to create a scholarship in memory of Sarah Hope 
Aziz, who died this summer in a two-car DWI crash. 
 Old Bridge High School selected orange for its home opener to honor the memory of Aziz, who was a 
member of the Class of 2020; orange was the teen’s favorite color.  About 1,200 students, faculty, and 
administrators purchased orange t-shirts and attended the tailgate, which was held on the practice field 
adjacent to the Lombardi sports complex. 
 In addition to the sale of t-shirts, members of SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) sold 
orange bracelets with the words #FriendsForLife emblazoned on them, and members of the Cosmetology 
classes for a small fee painted faces with orange designs during lunch periods. - by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations 

Old Bridge Orange Out 
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Third Annual Childhood Cancer Awareness Walk at Schirra 

Southwood’s Chalk the Walk 

 In an effort to spread positivity during the Week of Respect, Southwood School participated in a Chalk 
the Walk!  Students worked collaboratively to write positive and kind messages on the front blacktop and 
walkways of the school building.   The students were able to spread joy and inspiration to their peers with the 
magical power of sidewalk chalk.  Southwood’s PTA graciously donated the chalk and every student was able 
to get outside to write or draw a creative message from their heart.  In some instances our ‘big kids’ were able 
to help out the ‘little ones’ to make combined creations.   Everyone had a great time writing messages with 
the chalk and our school community had even more fun reading the messages in days following.  

 Schirra students strutted proudly last 
Friday for our annual walk.  Students and their 
families were asked to donate between $1-$5 to 
go towards Cancer research. They raised almost 
$500 for Precious Jules. Precious Jules Childhood 
Cancer Foundation is a volunteer-driven charity 
committed to funding the most promising 
advancement in treatments, research and 
possible cures for pediatric cancers. Precious 
Jules is founded by Carlos and Daniela Silva after 
the loss of their beloved daughter Julianna.  The 
Silva’s have three children at Schirra School this 
year.  We are very excited to be able to raise this 
large amount of money and turn it over to one of 
our own families.  Way to go Tigers!  
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Yoga at Madison Park 

 The students in Ms. Durgin's class practice 
mindfulness and yoga during their sensory break. The 
students love focusing on their breathing and following 
Cosmic Kids Yoga. Cosmic Kids Yoga is a step by step 
yoga program that tells a story at the same time in 
which the stories promote positive relationships with 
peers. Our yoga is done mid-day in order to give the 
students a brain break to help prepare them for the 
remainder of the day!  
  

Madison Park’s Annual Wear Pink Walk a Thon 

 On October 25th   we 
celebrated breast cancer 
awareness month here at 
Madison Park.  It was a huge 
success and the students really 
showed their school spirit and 
dressed up in all their pink.  
The day began with the 5th 
grade students reading their 
essays to the rest of the 
students in the school.   The 
essays were on the topic of 
caring, strength, courage and 
hope.  We later went outside 
and did our walk which lasted 
for about 30 minutes.  Then 
finally the entire school sat 
down on the black top as we 
sat in the shape of a ribbon.  
This was truly a great day and I 
was so proud of our school.  
The spirit they showed was 
heartwarming.  In total we 
raised $650 dollars that will be 
donated to the Mama Mare 
Breast Cancer Foundation.  This 
foundation helps local families 
who are suffering from the 
disease. 
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 Fall Family Festival 

(continued from page 1) Prior to last year’s event, Cittadino said in the district’s Mission 2022 Strategic Plan, Old 
Bridge seeks to educate the whole child. He added, to achieve this goal it is necessary to extend the school’s 
influence beyond the schoolhouse and into the community where families thrive.  He added, the strategic 
plan seeks methods for alternative revenue streams.  by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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Southwood’s Fall Festival 

Cooper Makerspace Exploration 

 Mrs. Gajewski's second grade class decided to take a trip down the 
hall to explore the brand new Makerspace at Cooper!  This is part of a pilot 
program at Cooper where the library is being transformed into a lab to 
explore all STEAM-related curriculum, and overall, stretch the learning 
happening in the classroom.  In order to introduce students to some of the 
activities within the lab, the were encouraged to creatively build using the 
Keva planks and Legos in any manner they wanted, which some students built 
different types of structures, and one student spelled her name.  The Lego 
wall seemed to be a crowd favorite, and the green screen located the room is 
next on the list to extend some of the ELA lessons in the room.  Once the 
period was over, students were excited about the possibilities for the lab, and 
teachers are already getting creative on ways to make the lab an extension of 
the learning experience here at Cooper.  Great job!  Happy exploring!  

 Southwood families celebrated autumn at the annual Fall Festival! Sponsored by the Southwood PTA, 
children and their families picked pumpkins, enjoyed pony rides and had fun playing on inflatables. 
Southwood graduate, Bobby Fragoso, served as the DJ for the event and volunteers from the OBHS Red Cross 
Club helped students participate in carnival-style games. The South Old Bridge Volunteer Fire Company made 
a visit as well. Support from our community is what makes this such a great event! 
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 Mix It Up Lunch at Madison Park 

 Congratulations McDivitt School and Miller 
School on achieving 2019 Bronze Tier Certification! 
Congratulations Memorial School on achieving 2019 
Silver Tier Certification! 
 McDivitt, Miller and Memorial Schools 
celebrates its accomplishments at #NJSBAworkshop19! 
at the Atlantic City Convention Center!   

Future Ready Schools Celebrate 

 Students at Madison Park “mixed it up” at lunch again this year! The Mix It Up Lunch event is a 
national campaign through the Teaching Tolerance organization which promotes inclusion and tolerance. 
Tuesday October 22nd 2019, which fell squarely between the Week of Respect and School Violence 
Awareness Week, was designated as the day all around the country when students were called to action. The 
mission was simple: sit and eat with someone with whom you normally do not in an effort to get to know 
someone different. Mrs. Najarian, school counselor, along with the noon-hour supervisors and other 
volunteers arranged cafeteria tables to be organized by what kids were eating rather than sitting with their 
class. As the students entered the cafeteria, they were directed to sit at a table designated by their food 
choice that day. There were handouts with conversation starters on the tables that assisted the kids with 
“breaking the ice”   in an effort to break barriers and show students how to meet new people, build common 
ground and learn new social skills.  Teachers and students discussed and debriefed this activity during the 
next day’s morning meeting and the reaction was overwhelmingly positive. Students shared that, “It was very 
fun!” and “I want to do it again so I can make new friends.” Clearly, what starts in the cafeteria can spread to 
other parts of the building to nurture an inclusive and welcoming school community.  
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 The Jonas Salk Animal Club had a great time at the Fall Fun Fest.  
Happy Homes Animal Rescue brought a few of the pets they’re trying to help 
find homes for, and they even dressed up for Halloween!  The club set up 
games and other fun activities for families to enjoy.  We had a guessing booth 
to see who could guess how many dog bones are in a jar, and the winner could 
take the bones home! The most exciting news of all is that we are helping Old 
Bridge High School start their own club called “The Animal Humane Society”.  
We are really excited to expand our mission of compassion and caring 
throughout Old Bridge.  Our next project is the 3rd annual Holiday at the 
Shelters fundraiser for the Old Bridge Animal Shelter.  We are going to be 
collecting food, treats, toys, and household cleaning supplies.  There will be 
two collection bins set up in the front hallway of Salk. If you stop by, please 
bring an item to help us out, thanks! 
Written by: Ellis Davies & Julianne Grassi (co-presidents) and Mr. Daniel Sullivan (club advisor) 

Jonas Salk Animal Club Has a Blast at Fall Fun Fest 

McDivitt K Kids 

 The McDivitt K-Kids had their first official meeting in October. This year we have 145 members in our 
club! During our first meeting the candidates for President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary read 
their speeches to the club members. After a secret ballot vote, our 2019-20 officers were 
elected! Congratulations to our new officers!  We are looking forward to helping our community this year!! 
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 Schirra Celebrates Spanish Heritage Month 

 Schirra students celebrated and 
learned about Hispanic Heritage Month 
during Art class while learning about Dia de 
los Muertos.  Students were shown items 
brought back from Mexico showcasing local 
artisan works as well as their culture.  As 
students began their art piece, Mrs. Janks 
introduced artists such as Frida Kahlo and 
various children’s book illustrators.  Students 
showcased their knowledge with a project 
using their creative talents based on 
inspiration from Disney/Pixar movie Coco, 
sugar skulls and Kahlo’s use of the Mexican 
marigold.  Students were delighted to 
explore more in depth one of their favorite 
movies while celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month. 
 

CSMS and JSMS All American Auto Mall Painted Pumpkins 

 Sandburg Middle School’s art teacher, Mr. Colon, and Salk Middle School’s art teacher, Ms. Crowther, 
along with their talented students painted pumpkins for All American Old Bridge Auto Mall, a major sponsor 
of the OBTPS Family Fall Festival.  The pumpkins are displayed throughout their showrooms!  
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 CSMS 6th Graders Team Up With Silver Linings Active Seniors 

Smiles, new friendships, and the spirit of literature & writing filled the air on October 17th, 2019 in the Carl 
Sandburg Middle School Learning Commons. Meeting with active senior-citizens from Old Bridge’s very own 
‘Silver Linings Center’, 6th Grade students in Mr. Burica’s class created wonderful memories in a jubilant and 
warm-hearted Autumn Celebration. Eager CSMS students prepared for the event by crafting thoughtful 
poetry, writing spooky stories, rehearsing autumn-themed skits, and practicing clever Halloween-themed 
jokes. Additionally, students teamed up with the seniors in attendance to work together to participate in a 
‘Then vs. Now’ interactive Kahoot activity. Students excelled at questions like, “What is Tik Tok?” while seniors 
helped chime in with their expertise regarding identifying who ‘Columbo’ is or remembering who was known 
for popularizing the song ‘Everybody Loves Somebody’ (Dean Martin). The director of Silver Linings, Anahita 
Feltz, observed, “Our members’ experiences with the students at CSMS keep them ‘young at heart’. 
Socialization, especially through intergenerational programming, is part of the ‘aging well’ process. Our 
members look forward to their next visit at CSMS!” 
 Entering into its second year of this wonderful partnership, Mr. Burica’s 6th Grade students truly 
enjoyed this cross-generational experience. “Creating community bonds between my students and local 
seniors is so important in emphasizing the positive character traits that I strive for my students to learn 
throughout their sixth-grade year,” Mr. Burica explained. In the winter, Mr. Burica’s students will work with 
the CSMS Orchestra and Choir to present a joint concert where the Silver Linings Dance Team ‘The Dancing 
Divas and Dudes’ will entertain all in attendance. They hope to continue their collaboration well into the 
spring and summer seasons with future planned activities that invite shared stories of life in Old Bridge. 
Students look forward to welcoming Silver Linings members back for more teamwork and learning! 
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 OBHS Receives Award for German American Exchange Program 

 Old Bridge High School received the German American Partnership Program (GAPP) “School of 
Distinction” plaque award, for its exceptional partnership in fostering long-term German American youth 
exchange between the US and Germany. The GAPP “School of Distinction” plaque award, which is sponsored 
by GAPP and its partners, recognizes outstanding GAPP Schools in the U.S. for their engagement and best 
practices that facilitate youth change in their school and community.  
 For the last seven years, Old Bridge High School successfully developed and integrated the German 
American Partnership Program in grades 9-12 with support of the school board, parents, students, and 
community. The program, which was started in Old Bridge by German teacher Anna Cotis, brings students 
together with host families, building lasting relationships between teachers, administrators, schools, and 
communities. The exchange program is currently under the direction of OBHS German teacher Brita Schmitz.   
 “We are very proud to award our GAPP School of Distinction to Old Bridge High School. With this 
recognition we highlight and celebrate the school’s dedication to student growth, inclusion of global 
perspectives, and celebrate the endless work of everyone, who is involved in the GAPP exchange,” said Molly 
Rowland, GAPP executive director.    
 Old Bridge High School, who held a recognition program on Oct. 18 at the school, recently hosted 12 
teens from Germany and will send about a dozen students to Germany in April; the teen-agers will stay with 
host families.   "The German Exchange program is an enrichment component of the World Language 
curriculum,” said Anahita Keiller, director of Arts and Culture. “Old Bridge holds to the philosophy that 
experience teaches us in a way that textbooks cannot. By affording students these authentic travel 
opportunities, students have had the chance to truly taste and flavor the culture of a new land. Some of our 
students have even had the good fortune of returning to Duisburg over the last several years.  
 "I have always been a proponent of travel; it raises our awareness in an ever-changing world and 
makes us better global citizens, prepared to take on the challenges of an economically and socially diverse 
marketplace. Today, more than ever, we need a broader understanding of that world, one where we build 
bridges and make friendships to last a lifetime. Our students have this opportunity each year, and take full 
advantage of it resulting in beautiful, lasting memories. We are thankful to our teachers, especially, Frau 
Schmitz, who has spent countless hours devoted to promoting and fostering the German program at Old 
Bridge."Since 1972 GAPP fosters bilateral student exchange and promotes German language instructions in 
the US. GAPP is supported by the German government, the US Department of State, and Goethe-Institut. - by 

Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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 Cooper School’s Garden Service Learning Project 

 A few years ago, my colleague and I were so blessed for the opportunity to partner with Hauser Farms and the Old 
Bridge Food Bank on an amazing project. The 5th grade students learned how to plant and grow different crops to harvest and 
donate to those in need in our community.  Since our first project in 2012,  we have been honored with a Promising Practice 
Award and the chance to continue this great project with our students at Cooper every year. 
 This year, my third graders have begun working hard to continue the service learning project.  So far, we have 
yielded an amazing amount of tomatoes that we are beyond excited to donate. The kids are truly ecstatic to be able to service 
their community, and I am thankful for the opportunity to provide them with such a wonderful, rewarding learning 
experience.  I look forward to seeing how much more we can grow and provide for our fellow community members.   

Tania the Turtle 

A freshman at the Ellen McDermott Grade Nine Center (EMGNC) upgraded 
the habitat of a turtle that resides at the school. Tania the Turtle’s habitat 
is larger and equipped with a basking area and new filtration system 
thanks to Jovin Percoco and members of Boy Scouts of America Troop 
129. Percoco was searching for a service project as part of his requirement 
to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout, when one of the security officers at 
OBHS contacted Percoco’s Boy Scout troop and asked the organization if it 
was interested in improving the turtle’s habitat. And, Percoco immediately 
took on the challenge. 
 The youngster, who first joined the Cub Scouts when he was 
seven and since then worked his way up the ranks becoming a Boy Scout 

at age 10, said: “The whole idea is to learn to manage and plan a project. The day (May 4) we installed the project, 
members of the troop came and helped with it.”  The plan, which took 263 hours, included implementing improvements 
to Tania the Turtle’s tank, building an attractive cabinet to house an improved habitat and maintenance supplies, and 
painting an aquatic mural on the wall behind the installation. 
 Percoco credited Christopher Palmiero, a ninth grader, for painting the mural, and Matthew Kisver, a leader in 
the troop, for helping build the cabinet. Percoco also said that Sherwin Williams donated the paint for the project; 
Madison Lumber donated the wood for the cabinet; and the Township Council made a monetary donation.  "I am very 
thankful to all my troop members and leaders for their hard work and to community members and family who supported 
this project,” said Percoco. “I am grateful to (EMGNC) Principal (Timothy) Dolan who always had faith in my ability to 
carry out the project and for supporting me in reaching my goal."  
 Percoco’s Eagle Scout application is currently awaiting approval, and he is set to appear before The Eagle Scout 
Board on June 19.  And then if approved, sometime in the fall, he will receive the highest award in scouting at a Court of 
Honor. The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest achievement attainable in the Scouts BSA program. Since its inception in 
1911, only four percent of Scouts have earned this rank after a lengthy review process.    “The EMGNC family is honored 
that Mr. Percoco has chosen to enhance our resident turtle Tania’s habitat as part of his Eagle Scout Project,” said Dolan.  
“He not only allowed Tania the Turtle to live a better quality of life but brought a tremendous amount of joy to the 
student population.” 
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 Memorial Elementary: 2019 FRS-NJ Silver Tier Certification Recipient  

 On October 22, 2019, Memorial Elementary School was awarded FRS-NJ Silver Tier Certification at 
the 2019 Future Ready Schools New Jersey Awards Ceremony, held at the New Jersey School Boards 
Association 2019 Workshop. The FRS-NJ certification program recognizes that Memorial’s staff, students and 
the community members have undertaken an arduous journey of self-assessment and planning and have 
met or exceeded the rigorous standards established by the FRS-NJ framework in preparing our students for 
success in college, career and as citizens in the digital age. As the district representative, Mr. David Cittadino, 
OBTPS Superintendent accepted the Silver Tier Certification Award from Dr. Lamont Repollet, Commissioner 
of Education, NJ Department of Education. Also in attendance representing Memorial Elementary School was 
Dr. Raymond Payton, principal of Memorial Elementary School, and Ms. Judith Lynn Canose, computer 
teacher and Team Leader of the Memorial FRS Silver Team.  
 In the 2019 FRS-NJ certification cycle, 62 schools from 21 districts submitted applications for the 
Silver Tier Certification. Memorial Elementary School was proud to be one of the 33 Future Ready Schools to 
be awarded FRS-NJ Silver Tier Certification. Memorial Elementary School is the first school in Old Bridge 
Township to receive the Silver Tier level of recognition. In 2018, Memorial Elementary School earned Future 
Ready Schools-NJ Bronze Level Certification. Memorial Elementary School is proud of the dedication, the 
commitment and teamwork demonstrated by the staff, the students, the parents, and the community in 
helping us reach this milestone together and ensuring that our students will be “Future Ready.” 

Halloween Pumpkin Patch Fun for Madison Park Students 

 The students in 
Mrs. Durgin’s class 
went on a field trip to 
Cheesequake Farms! 
The students learned 
about pumpkins, went 
on a hayride, saw 
different crops and got 
to pick their own 
pumpkins from the 
pumpkin patch! When 
the students returned 
to school, the class 
painted their 
pumpkins!  
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 The Lollipop Shop 

 The Lollipop Shop is a program at Old Bridge High School 
where students have the opportunity to independently run a small 
business selling chocolate lollipops and chocolate covered Oreos.  It 
is designed to help students develop transferable work and social 
skills necessary for future independent employment.  The students 
learn how to produce the product, package the product, maintain 
records of supplies and income, advertise, sell and deliver their 
product.  They gain knowledge, self-esteem, and independence – 

along with academics, money management and occupational skills.  This program has been a part of OBHS 
for the past 3 years.  Mrs. Resciniti, Mrs. Mongioi, Mrs. Carroll and Mrs. Dazzo-Minieri have facilitated the 
program and have attended district-sponsored events to promote the product.  Students utilize the funds 
gained from The Lollipop Shop to participate in Community Based Instruction trips and it has been a 
successful endeavor for the past three years. 

Southwood’s Color Run 

 Southwood students and staff showed their school spirit during the Color Run. Sponsored by the 
Southwood PTA, parents added to the fun by throwing color and cheering on their children! Proceeds from 
the event will support student assemblies and the purchase of playground equipment. The Color Run has 
become one of the most highly anticipated events of the school year! 
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