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       Set Your Clocks Forward! 

March 9 — 15 
 
10 — BOE Agenda Session 
          7:30 BOE Conference Rm 

11 — Early Dismissal 
          PLC Day for Staff 

11— Art and Music Festival 

14— Pi Day 
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March 23  — 31 
 

 
 
 

OBTPS Named 2020 District of Character,  
Six Schools Named 2020 Schools of Character 

March 16  — 22 
 
17 — St. Patrick’s Day      
 
17 — BOE Regular Meeting 
          7:30 OBHS TV Studio 

19 — Start of Spring 

 

 Old Bridge Township Public Schools was named a 2020 New Jersey District of Character (NJDOC). It will 
maintain this status for a period of five years, through 2025. 
 In addition to this district recognition, six schools from Old Bridge Public Schools were named 2020 
New Jersey Schools of Character (NJSOC).  They are: M. Scott Carpenter Elementary School, Memorial 
Elementary School, William A. Miller Elementary School, Walter M. Schirra Elementary School, Southwood 
Elementary School, and Old Bridge High School.                                                                       (continued on next page )     



 The district’s score sheet, as well as each elementary school’s score sheet, have been forwarded to 
Character.org for consideration in the National Schools of Character program. An evaluator will contact each 
of them to schedule a site visit.  The purpose of the site visit is to further evaluate each of the six schools’ and 
the district’s implementation of the 11 Principles. Site visits are scheduled between February and April. 
 National District of Character will be announced in May 2020 and honored at the character.org 
National Forum set for Oct. 1-3 in Washington, DC.  
 “On behalf of Character.org and the entire review team, congratulations again and thank you for your 
commitment to implementing a quality character initiative and helping form good character in our 
communities,” said Lori Soifer, director, Schools of Character for Character.org. 
 The district as well as Carpenter, Memorial, Miller, Schirra, and Southwood elementary schools and 
Old Bridge High School received state recognition, after each submitted lengthy applications, including 
information regarding the district as well as individual school’s overview and character education journey. 
 Each year, schools and districts are selected that demonstrate through a rigorous evaluation process 
that their focus on character development has had a positive impact on academic achievement, student 
behavior, and school climate. Selected schools are then expected to serve as models for other schools, helping 
them to achieve the same results. 
 Assistant Superintendent of Schools Kathleen Hoeker expressed her excitement over the news. She 
was principal at Madison Park when the school earned the recognition; she also is a former principal of the 
Alan B. Shepard School, the Old Bridge School District’s first National School of Character, and she has led 
teams to bring character education to the district’s 11 elementary schools. 
 “Social Emotional Wellness is in the forefront of our effort to educate the whole child,” said Hoeker. 
“Culture and Climate within our schools remains a priority in establishing a positive foundation that 
emphasizes student voice and leadership, and the process of recertification through Character.org provides us 
with the guidelines and structure to continue to ensure we meet our goals. I am proud of our OB community, 
our students and staff for continuing the conversation and showing growth in all areas.” 
 On learning that Carpenter School received recertification, Principal Christopher McCue said, “We are 
thrilled to be designated a State School of Character.  The Carpenter School community has worked hard to 
embrace character education by infusing it in all areas of our curriculum and throughout our school.”  
 Memorial Principal Raymond Payton said since the elementary school was first named a National 
School of Character in 2010,  it has adopted the “Just Do The Right Thing” slogan, has earned three Promising 
Practices, and has added much value to the school and community. 
 Payton said the one word that describes the climate at Memorial Elementary School is 
relationships. “These strong relationships are the basis for building character in all of our students,” he 
said.  “We strive to understand our students…thoughts, fears, hopes, dreams, and obstacles to those 
dreams.  Character education is not just verbiage that is tossed around on special days.  It’s ingrained in our 
classrooms, and it’s the foundation for every policy.” 
 Principal Kim Giles said Miller School is delighted to once again be selected as a State School of 
Character.  “The students and staff make good character a priority at school daily,” she said.  “We look forward 
to our continued positive character journey.” 
 Principal Courtney Lowery said she is “happy to be part of the Schirra community. The kindness shown 
by students and staff alike every day is inspiring. I look forward to continuing on this journey toward being 
recertified as a National School of Character.” 
 Old Bridge High School Principal Vincent Sasso commended the Character Education Team, who he 
said did “an amazing job capturing the true spirit of our OBHS family.  The compassion and generosity of our 
school community is second to none. I am so proud and thankful to be a part of this journey.” by Lori Luicci, District 

Public Relations Coordinator 
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Memorial Students Visit OBHS Shop Rite 

 At Memorial School, after a month of hard work and dedication, students in Ms. Hagan and Mrs. 
Walker’s classes were able to complete a life skills unit using the skills they’ve learned in math, reading and 
character education. On Tuesday, February 11, 2020, the two classes had the opportunity to implement this 
special project. Working hand and hand, Memorial students took a trip to the Old Bridge High School Shop Rite, 
which is actually housed in Old Bridge High School!  
 Old Bridge High School teacher Jessica DeMino hosted our second interactive adventure and life skills 
trip. OBHS students worked with and assisted our Memorial students. This year, Memorial students had the 
chance to see all the new and exciting adventures that are waiting for them at Old Bridge High School. 
Memorial students had the wonderful opportunity to see how students are developing career skills by visiting 
several Old Bridge High School programs, including woodshop, cosmetology, cooking, mechanics, and the TV 
studio.   
  Prior to the trip, Memorial students worked collaboratively to make group decisions, planned together 
and created a budget. Students worked in groups assisting each other while learning the importance of daily 
living skills. After learning how to read a Shop Rite flyer, students decided what items were needed for their 
classrooms. Using daily math, the students then added each item on their lists to figure out how much money 
was needed.  Each team member was able to contribute throughout these lessons. Students discussed how 
technology would be used to check out the items on their list. Working together these students gained 
confidence, built friendships and applied organizational and life skills that can be used daily in every class.   
 At Memorial School, teachers understand that learning while doing is the best way to achieve goals, set 
examples and gain confidence. Through collaboration and teamwork, Memorial students participated in 
working through real-world tasks. They learned to communicate more effectively with their peers while they 
made shared decisions and worked together towards developing a “solution” to determine what their 
classroom needed and what they could purchase with their budget. It was a wonderful trip and the students 
can’t wait to go back again for another visit! 
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Madison Park ELL Loves the Green Screen 

 Mrs. Coppa and Mrs. Halligan have 

implemented the use of a green screen in the ESL 

classroom. The kindergarten ELL students have been 

learning about getting ready in the morning. Using the 

Green Screen, the students used their oral language 

and vocabulary skills to explain what they eat for 

breakfast. The second grade ELL students wrote about 

their family traditions. They created a collage of 

pictures that represent their culture and presented 

their writing behind the screen. The third grade ELL 

students are learning about natural disasters. They have 

created a Serve Weather Breaking News script to highlight all the information they gathered about the topic. 

Then, the students stand in front of the green screen to act out their created script. The green screen app 

allows us to create a background of a real new casting room. The students are so motivated to speak and act 

in front of the screen because of the amazing, fun results. The use of the technology and the green screen 

really encourages and promotes students to speak in English in a stress free and fun way! 

McDivitt Students Help Australia 

 Students in Miss Cohen’s second grade class at McDivitt Elementary School were devastated to hear 

about the wildfires in Australia. Her students were motivated to do something to help. They decided to 

start a service-learning project to research about Australia and the effects of the wildfires.  Her students 

wanted to make this a success, so they knew they wanted to collaborate with all the second-

 grade classes. They teamed up with Mrs. Addeo, Mrs. Mazzola, Mrs. Trelles, Ms. Paduch, and Mrs. Finley’s 

classes to create a grade level project. Second graders created flipgrids, PowerPoints, posters, and flyers to 

spread the news of what was happening in Australia. They decided to fundraise money to donate to the Wild 

Fire Fund in Australia. 100% of the money donated goes towards the animals, people, and firefighters in 

need. Students made morning announcements to spread the word that they would collect money the second 

week in February. Students enjoyed this service- learning project and learned a lot!  Stay tuned to find out 

how much they raised for Australia!  
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Grissom Students Visit the White House 

   In honor of Presidents Day, Mrs. Cotugno's first graders got to take a tour of the White House using 
Google Earth! The students used StorylineOnline.net to read "If I Ran for President" and then explored the 
inside of the White House. We got to see so many cool and historical things and the kids truly enjoyed the 
activity!  

21st Century Learning at McDivitt 

 Fourth grade students at McDivitt School work on researching snakes! Each student uses the internet 
and classroom resources to create a power point on their snake. This aligns with the story they are currently 
reading in the Journey's Textbook, Dear Mr. Winston. Utilizing power point with Microsoft TEAMS allows 
students to be creative and get excited about the integration of technology in the classroom.  
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 Teacher of the Year Recipients 
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Memorial Selected as 2020 NJ State School of Character 

 Memorial School is proud to announce that they have been selected as 

a 2020 New Jersey State School of Character, by Character.org. Memorial 

School will maintain this honor for a period of five years. As a school 

committed to creating and building a culture of character, Dr. Raymond 

Payton, Principal, identifies “relationships” as the one word that describes the 

climate at Memorial School. These strong relationships are the basis for 

building character in all of the students. Character education is ingrained in 

every classroom and serves as an essential foundation for every activity. 

Memorial School is proud of their students, as they recognize the importance 

of good character and work hard to demonstrate good character each and 

every day. 

 As an example, in February, Memorial School’s third grade students 

received cards and bookmarks from Schirra School’s 3rd graders for Kindness 

Challenge Week. To express their gratitude, Memorial School’s 3rd grade students created thank-you cards 

with positive messages for Schirra’s third grade students. Memorial’s school counselor, Mrs. Sautner, 

delivered the cards to the 3rd grade students at Schirra School, and to Mrs. Lowery, Schirra Principal and Mrs. 

Todd-Matos, Schirra School Counselor.  
 

 On February 24, 2020, the Kiwanis K-Kids Club at Memorial School, along with faculty advisors, Mrs. 

Sautner and Ms. Taylor, sponsored a “Family Breakfast and Bingo” for the Memorial K-Kids Club students and 

their parents, grandparents and family members. Invited guests and students played bingo and enjoyed 

sharing a morning breakfast together, promoting the importance of “If you can be anything, be kind.” 

Students enjoyed spending time with family members and sharing different ways to demonstrate kindness 

both at school and at home.   

 Fourth grade students in Ms. McAllan and Mrs. Bodino’s class worked together to explore what it 

means to be a good friend and how to have positive relationships with friends and peers. Students first spent 

time together discussing how friendship and being kind is an important part of good character and then broke 

up into cooperative groups in order to initiate conversation about friendship and good character through the 

use of role playing task cards. Kindness counts at Memorial School! 
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 McDivitt Kindergarteners Participate in Germ Experiment 

 Two Madison Park students were recognized by the Old Bridge Elks “Grand Lodge Americanism 
Committee,” essay contest. The students wrote abut “What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to Me?”  These 
students are well on their way to being exemplar citizens of the United States of America. 
 Seven students were recognized by The Madison Old Bridge Township Historical Society in their 
Annual Apple Festival Poster Contest.  Our blossoming artists had a great tie using skills to compete in this 
fun fall activity. 

Madison Park Students Recognized 

 This month Mrs. Biel and Ms. Conticchio's 
classes did a science experiment to see the effects 
germs had on bread. We touched unused pieces of 
bread with our clean hands, hand sanitized hands, and 
unwashed hands. We also touched the bread to the 
surfaces of our kindles and the bottom of our shoes. We 
observed our bread daily to see the changes that were 
happening. We were also observing to see if the bread 
touched to less clean surfaces became moldy faster than 
the bread touched with our clean hands. 
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 Kindergarten prepared to celebrate the 100th day and 
Valentine's day by working together to come up with 100 acts of 
kindness.  We are learning to be the kindest kindergartners around! 
We LOVE spreading kindness around McDivitt.  

100 Days of Kindness at McDivitt 

Madison Park 5th Graders Master Dividing Decimals 

 Mrs. Johnson’s math class used Base 10 
Blocks to model dividing a decimal by a decimal. 
The use of manipulatives enabled the student to 
have a multi-sensory approach to learning this 
new concept. The students collaborated with 
partners and created visual representations of 
the decimal division problems that they then 
explained to their classmates. The verbal 
explanations allowed the partners to practice 
using math terminology to describe their 
models.  The students were then able to solve 
the problems using the procedural method on 
white boards. This hands-on activity helped the 
students understand the process of dividing 
decimals by decimals prior to learning the 
procedures and steps. 
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 Memorial’s 4th Grade STEM Sledding Ramps 

 At Memorial School, Ms. McAllan’s fourth grade class 
has been busy working on STEM activities. Students viewed 
videos on STEM, reviewed what STEM stands for and 
identified the 5 W’s of STEM (who, what, when, where and 
why).  Then, to connect to College and Career Readiness 
skills, students explored what an engineer does, why their job 
is important, how a person prepares for this type of career 
and what types of engineers there are. After building 
background knowledge and reviewing the science concepts 
they had to apply, students then worked cooperatively in 
teams of 3 or 4 in order to conduct a STEM experiment called, 
“Sledding Ramp.” Students used several materials, including 
cardstock paper, linking cubes, scotch tape, plastic bottle 

caps, rulers and a measuring tape to construct a ramp that would make their sled travel the farthest. By 
building a Sledding Ramp, students applied specific science vocabulary (friction, inclined plane, speed, and 
distance) as they worked collaboratively to create a blueprint of their structure. Students applied the 
engineering design process by first planning their design, then creating their sledding ramp, testing their 
structure, and then answering reflection questions based on their results. Ms. McAllan’s 4th grade students 
at Memorial School are having fun exploring science and learning that the real world integrates Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math to make things work!  

Hats Off to Southwood’s Second Grade 

 On February 10th, the Southwood Second Grade 
Class performed in HATS!: A Musical That Celebrates 
What’s Underneath. The musical starts at the top of your 
head and makes its way to the bottom of your heart. The 
two second grade classes took the stage wearing an 
assortment of hats ranging from practical hats to silly hats! 
The second graders learned choreography and lyrics for 
five songs to accompany the storyline. The students taught 
the audience that a person can wear many different types 
of hats, but what matters most is what lies within. The 
performers were proud to present their play to their 
parents and the students of Southwood School! Great job, 
Second Graders!  
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 Kind Kids at Madison Park 

 Madison Park joined thousands of schools across 
the country to participate in The Great Kindness 
Challenge, a nationally acclaimed, proactive, and positive 
bullying prevention initiative. The student council kicked 
off the week-long celebration with a kindness pep rally 
assembly, where they handed out “The Challenges” 
checklists and got everyone excited about all of the 
upcoming events to promote our culture of kindness at 
school and in the community.  Each day had a designated 
theme such as Kindness Rocks and Join Team Kindness, as 
well as morning announcements with the kindness quote 
of the day. Noon-hour supervisors assisted students with 
creating “Thank You’s” for peers, and other school 
community members at kindness stations during recess. 
Every student learned the songs, “Kindness is a Muscle” 
and “Try a Little Kindness”, engaged in lessons about 
tolerance and empathy, and created a reflective “Kindness 
Chain”. Our Madison Park families spread kindness to our 
community by generously donating goods to both the Old 

Bridge Food Bank and the OBHS Jr ROTC’s Gifts from Home.  

 On Saturday, February 8th, Old Bridge elementary 
musicians gathered again to rock the house for a combined 
performance. In partnership with the New Jersey Devils 
professional hockey team, over 100 elementary band and 
orchestra students across Old Bridge performed at Newark’s 
Prudential Center. Students were dressed in red and black to 
support the home team with their families and gave a 
memorable performance of classic rock tunes from the 
bands Queen and Led Zeppelin.  
 Mr. Barnett, responsible for coordinating the event, 

worked with Prudential event staff since June 2019 to set up logistics, ticket sales, and communication to 
families before and during the night.  Mr. Barnett also coordinated with team members Mr. Good, Ms. 
Olivola, and Mr. Bell, who were all responsible for the instruction and quality performance from our young 
musicians. Bravo to all students who performed! We look forward to another performance soon! 

Elementary Musicians Perform at Prudential Center 
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 Cooper’s Grade 5 Reader’s Theatre 

 Cooper’s grade 5 teachers Mrs. Dinneny and Mrs. Simbol 
expanded upon the reading curriculum to incorporate a Reader’s 
Theatre which is where students were able to select a part within the 
story to reenact. Students were grouped together to construct the 
scene, learn lines, and discuss and make props needed to make the 
storybook scene come to life. Other than expanding on Bloom’s analysis 
and synthesis components, this is a fun and creative way to assess 
student comprehension, and further demonstrate understanding of 
character traits and author’s purpose. Finally, this was an excellent way 
to meet all learners, and overall an exciting way to spend an afternoon. 
Great job by all! 

The Old Bridge Board of Education recognized Alison Vass for 
her years of leadership as SEPTA (Special Education Parent 
Teacher Association) president. During her tenure, she 
helped initiate the SEPTA Rocks campaign. For the project, 
members of SEPTA painted almost 1,000 rocks with 
inspirational messages.  The rocks were placed throughout 
the community for adults and children to to find and collect. 

At the Feb. 18 board meeting, Schools Superintendent David Cittadino  presented Vass with a glass plaque and 
showed off a  "Vass Rocks" rock he painted.  He said he will place the rock for someone to find and, whomever 
does, should turn it into his office.  That person will be presented $100 that he or she can give to a deserving 
teacher in the district to utilize in the classroom. The rock will then be presented to Vass.by Lori Luicci, District Public 

Relations Coordinator 

SEPTA President Recognized 



Volume 7 Issue 5 March 2020 Page 13 

 K-Kids at Shepard School 

 Alan B. Shepard Elementary School has organized a Kiwanis Kids club. Some of the club's goals are to 
do service projects to help the community and to develop leadership potential of its members. The 
participants pledge to serve their neighborhood and school, show respect toward the environment, and 
make the world a better place to live in. In January, they asked families to donate dog and cat food for the 
Old Bridge Animal Shelter. At the beginning of February, K-Kids made and donated Valentines, which they 
sent to the troops. They are still brainstorming for their next project, but they may do Penny-Wars for the 
month of March. 
 K-Kids recently elected their officers; president- Joy P, vice president- Juliana F, secretary- Avery B, 
treasurer- Julia G and Sargent at Arms- Jasmine P. On the 19th of February was their Induction Ceremony, 
where the current president and former president of the Old Bridge Kiwanis Kids welcomed the students into 
the club. They gave out certificates, badges, and member handbooks. The students were very proud to 
officially be part of this important, world-wide group. 

Carpenter Celebrates 101st Day of School 

 M. Scott Carpenter School celebrated the 101st day of 
school on Tuesday, February 18th.  There were many different 
activities going on in all the grade levels.   
 Mrs. Rosenblum's 4th graders worked with the first 
grade classes.  Mrs. Keating and Mrs. Lanzafama's students 
paired up with a 4th grader to create a Dalmatian dog using 
only marshmallows and toothpicks.   
 This engaging STEM activity put all their brains to the 
test.  The students needed to figure out how to use the given 
supplies to create a dog that stood up.  They quickly realized it 
was not such an easy task.  Through trial and error, the 
students had a lot of success.   
 Walking around and listening to many different ideas 
and perspectives reminded us all how every single person 
thinks differently.  All minds focused on a common goal will 
always win out! 
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 Carl Sandburg Middle School Celebrates 50 Years of Athletics 

  A former Carl 
Sandburg Middle School vice 
principal and retired district educator 
walked into the school’s gymnasium 
and recently reflected on his career. 
 Michael DeSimone, who was 
employed by the district for 33 years, 
said he coached girls’ basketball in 
the ’80s at Sandburg and was a vice 
principal at the school in the ’90s. 
“When we started, we experienced 
growing pains,” DeSimone said. “This 
is a great school and it’s on the right 
course for success.  I started (as a 
social studies teacher) in ’69 when 
the school was first (slated to) open. 
It’s great to see the school growing 
and flourishing and being successful 
over the past 50 years.” 
 Because the building was not 
completed in September 1969, 
students started in the new building 
in January of 1970 with the first class 

graduating in June 1970.  Today, Sandburg is housed at the former Madison Central High School and later 
known as Old Bridge High School West Campus.   
 DeSimone was one of the dozens of Carl Sandburg Middle School alumni, representing athletes and 
retired teachers, coaches, and administrators, who attended a 50th anniversary event, celebrating the 
school’s sports history. Among the men and women, who were honored at half-time, are:  DeSimone, Kevin 
Egan, who coached boys’ soccer; Fred Hansson, retired coach; Rich Maczka, retired coach; and athletes 
Christine Cotugno, Jayne Devine, Pat Horsley, Mike Smith, Jamie Sporer, and Katelyn Tivald, who are all 
employed in the district.  
 “These milestones are not only important to those who have gone through the building,” said 
Schools Superintendent David Cittadino, “but it is a great lesson for current students. The future is bright 
working in the classrooms, on the fields or on the courts. They are part of the history of tomorrow.”   
 During the Jan. 29 celebration, Sandburg hosted a basketball double header against Jonas Salk 
Middle School, featuring the two girls’ teams and then the two boys’ teams. During halftime of the first 
game, a musical selection was presented by the students in this year’s Sandburg play, “High School Musical”, 
and the school’s cheerleaders performed at the halftime of the second game.  At the end of the first game, 
the Sandburg alumni athletes were recognized at center court.   
 "I am proud to celebrate 50 years of excellence at Carl Sandburg Middle School,” said Principal 
Martha Simon. “Each event, like the one we held today, is intended to recognize the outstanding 
commitment and dedication of students and staff, both past and present."  
 This event marked the second of three set to celebrate the school’s anniversary.  The kick off took place at the 
beginning of the school year with a presentation to the student body and an opportunity to build student community; 
the final event will take place in the spring when a time capsule, including a video from the first presentation, a school 
newspaper, a yearbook and a 50th anniversary t-shirt, will be buried inside a pedestal created by a former student. by 

Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 
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 Tweets 
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