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February 1 — 6 
 
2—Groundhog Day 
 
3 — Elementary / Middle Schools 
        2nd Marking Period Ends 

February 7  — 13 
 
11 — BOE Agenda Session 
          7:30 BOE Conference Rm 

12 — Early Dismissal 
          PLC Day for Staff 

            
  
 
 

February 2020 

February 21  — 29 

Madison Park ELL Loves the Green Screen 

February 14  — 20 
 
14— Valentine’s Day 
 
17 — School Closed 
          President’s Day 

18 — BOE Regular Meeting 
          7:30 OBHS TV Studio 

 

 Mrs. Coppa and Mrs. Halligan have implemented the use of a 
green screen in their English Language Learners (ELL) classroom. The 
kindergarten ELL students have been learning about getting ready in 
the morning. Using the Green Screen, the students used their oral 
language and vocabulary skills to explain what they eat for breakfast. 
The second grade ELL students wrote about their family traditions. 
They created a collage of pictures that represent their culture and 
presented their writing behind the screen. The third grade ELL 
students are learning about natural disasters. They have created a 

Serve Weather Breaking News script to highlight all the information they gathered about the topic. Then, the 
students stand in front of the green screen to act out their created script. The green screen app allows us to 
create a background of a real new casting room. The students are so motivated to speak and act in front of the 
screen because of the amazing, fun results. The use of the technology and the green screen really encourages 
and promotes students to speak in English in a stress free and fun way! 
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OBHS JROTC Cadets Visit Grissom Students 

 On Wednesday, January 8th, the ROTC from the Old Bridge High School presented the Awareness 
Program to all 5th graders. Students spent two hours learning about the negative effects of drugs and alcohol 
and learning ways to say no, as well as ways to not give in to peer pressure and bullying.  

Southwood’s Polar Bear Picnic 

 Mrs. Nunn's fourth graders and kindergarteners from Ms. 
Donofrio and Mrs. Petersen's class collaborated on a STEM 
project to create a polar bear's den. The children watched a 
video about polar bears and were asked to design their own 
polar bear den out of a few materials. The students worked as a 
team to design their own unique creations. The children enjoyed 
working together with their buddies during these cold, winter 
days. 
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Miller Students Teach Bowling 

 On Tuesday, January 21, 2020, Miller students visited 
Reformed Church Assisted Living Facility.  The purpose of the trip 
was for first and second grade students to assist residents in a 
game of bowling.  The students set up the pins for each round 
and brought the residents the ball. Students introduced 
themselves to each resident in attendance.  Miller students will 
continue to build relationships with the residents at Reformed 
Church. 
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Memorial Students Nominated to Attend NYLF 

 On January 8, 2020, eight 4th 
grade students from Memorial 
Elementary School were honored with 
nominations to attend the National 
Youth Leadership Forum (NYLF): 
Pathways to STEM program, 
sponsored by Envision-WorldStrides. 
“NYLF Pathways to Stem” represents 
an opportunity for these 8 students to 
get hands-on-experience and valuable 
insight into the STEM industry that will 
help them succeed in school and in 
their future careers. Two students 
were chosen from Mrs. Bodino’ 4th 
grade class, Ms. McAllan’s 4th grade 
class, Mrs. Marshall’s 4th grade class 
and Mrs. Walker’s 4th grade class. 
These 8 students, Kamilah O., 
Shahzaib A., Asifia B., Oliver T., Tanvi 
T., Meet S., Alex C., and Victoria A., 
were chosen because they 

demonstrate maturity, excellence in academics, responsibility, perseverance, and drive in the classroom.  
 The “NYLF Pathways to STEM” is a unique learning experience that provides elementary students with 
an opportunity to attend hands-on simulations and workshops during this summer that will focus on the 
careers of the next generation innovators, engineers, doctors, software developers and scientists. The 8 
Memorial students will be able to choose from three residential programs at the following locations: The 
College of New Jersey, in Trenton, NJ; Villanova University, outside of Philadelphia, PA., or St. John’s University 
in New York City, NY. The 4th grade teachers, Mrs. Bodino, Ms. McAllan, Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. Walker were 
very proud to present these 8 students with such honorable awards.  
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Science in Action at Madison Park 

   Fifth grade students at Madison Park Elementary school demonstrated the effects of weathering, 
erosion, and deposition after identifying these effects as a problem for New Jersey beaches.  Upon the 
conclusion of a unit of study on weathering, erosion and deposition, students sought to utilize the scientific 
method to identify a problem in New Jersey related to their acquired knowledge.   Students viewed images of 
the change in New Jersey beaches after nor’easters had pummeled the shoreline of the state.  Small groups 
then formed a hypothesis as to why the beaches changed so dramatically.  Students then created sand models 
of beaches, simulated wind by blowing through straws, and observed the effect of the “wind” on the water and 
“beach”.  Following the demonstration, students recorded their observations and confirmed or disproved their 
hypotheses about weathering affecting New Jersey beaches.  

 

Southwood School Celebrates Read Across America 

 Southwood School will be celebrating Read Across America throughout the month of February.  At our 
kick-off assembly, students were brought together to find out this year’s reading theme of “American Ninja 
Learner!”  The students have been challenged with the task of collectively reading for 100,000 minutes over the 
next 5 weeks.  If completed, Mrs. Foley will participate in the “American Ninja Learner” Principal’s Challenge 
along with the top readers from each class.  Stay tuned for what is to come!  
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 Third Grade STEM at McDivitt School 

 The third grade students at 
McDivitt School have enjoyed doing 
their STEM projects this school 
year.  Just last week we constructed 
our own parachutes out of common 
household items.  We held a contest 
in the all purpose room to see whose 
would float the longest.  This was so 
much fun and we learned a lot! 

Character Education at Miller School 

         As a National School of Character, Miller School highlights the Six Pillars of Character at their 
monthly Character Education assemblies.  Our January assembly recognized the qualities of fairness.  Students 
and staff wore orange to represent the Pillar of Fairness and why it is so important to play by the rules, take 
turns and share, be open-minded-listen to others, not to take advantage of others, and  not to blame others 
carelessly. 
        Dr. Giles presented Fairness Awards to students who were chosen by their teachers as displaying the 
character of fairness in school, to their classmates, teachers, and school community.  It is fair to say, 
“Congratulations!”,  to our wonderful students!  We are so proud of you! 
        Congratulations to our very special paraprofessional, Mrs. M. Pace, who was named the recipient of the 
Miller School Teacher of Fairness award!  Dr. Giles recognized her for demonstrating the characteristics of the 
Pillar of Fairness.  She was chosen by her Miller family peers for always showing the qualities of being fair to 
others.  Mrs. Pace not only helps students academically but is always encouraging students to keep our school 
motto, and to be a kind and fair person. 
        Miller staff and students were happy to celebrate this wonderful Pillar of Fairness.   
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Paws to Read Program at Schirra School 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom at McDivitt School 

 Try asking your child what they 
did in speech therapy and they might tell 
you, “oh, we just play games” or “My 
Speech Therapist read me a book, 
today”. But it is truly not all books and 
games! In reality, play is hard work 
behind this colorful door. I have often 
encouraged parents to use books as a 
means to developing vocabulary and 
listening skills or learning new concepts 
and improving memory skills. It can also 
be a useful activity for improving 
articulation or just for relaxing and 
bonding with your child. 
 “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” by 

Bill Martin Jr. is one of my favorites. This story can simply teach letter and number concepts as well as 
friendship, kindness and humor. But, did you ever think that a simple book could teach the concepts of 
alliteration and onomatopoeia? My students absolutely loved practicing these two, complex multi-syllabic 
words for articulation purposes, vocabulary meaning and spelling. They learned that Onomatopoeia is a word 
that suggests the sound it will make. For example, hiss, buzz or “Boom, Boom”. Learning the meaning of this 
word in a fun and humorous way made for a lesson they will never forget. Similarly, the phrases in the book 
to teach the vocabulary meaning and articulation of alliteration are perfect in the phrases, 
 “Skit Skat, Skoodle, doot, Flip, flop, flee”. My students learned that alliteration is a common feature of 
poetry that enhances the reader’s learning and memorization of a phrase. We also learned that it is a 
common feature in rap music and idiomatic expressions such as “pretty as a picture” or “dead as a doornail”. 
I hope that you have enjoyed this peek into a speech therapy session at McDivitt School where learning is 

always fun and where books are used as a learning tool for so much more that we could ever imagine! 
             

 On January 14th, Schirra third 

graders met with a variety of therapy 

dogs and their handlers in order to 

spend time reading to them. The 

"Paws to Read" after school program 

helps the students to not only 

strengthen their reading skills but to 

also help them gain confidence. The 

students had a great time petting and 

reading to their puppy pals in a very 

relaxed atmosphere.  



Volume 7 Issue 4 February 2020 Page 8 

 Sight Word Scramble at McDivitt School 

 Kindergarten Students made “We say YES to peace” headbands to honor Dr. King’s dream for all 
people to live in peace and harmony.  They also completed an Examine the Eggs activity.  
Looking different on the outside doesn’t make us different on the inside. 

McDivitt Kindergarteners Say Yes to Peace 

 Ms. Prachar and Mrs. DaSilva's kindergarten class are having a blast unscrambling their sight words. 
They LOVE this fun activity! They are learning to work together as a team while having fun. This is a 
wonderful kinesthetic activity to get our students on their feet and moving around. Before we know it they 
will all be reading like pros! 
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 New Jersey Senator Samuel D. Thompson presented a resolution by the Senate and General Assembly 
to Old Bridge High School sophomore AJ Silvestri in recognition of his outstanding efforts for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. 
 The presentation was made at the Old Bridge Board of Education's Jan. 21 regular meeting. 
 AJ collected 211,729 holiday letters this past December for Make-A-Wish through Macy’s BELIEVE 
campaign to help the organization that made his dream become a reality. 
 Each year, he, along with family and friends, drops off boxes spilling over with letters on National 
Believe Day, at Macy’s in the Brunswick Square Mall, East Brunswick.  Since 2016, AJ has collected more than 
500,000 Make-A-Wish letters.  
 From the beginning of November through Dec. 24, 2019, “believers” of all ages mailed letters to Santa 
at the big red letterbox at any local Macy’s store or online at macys.com/believe. For every letter received in 
store or online, Macy’s donated $1 to Make-A-Wish, up to $1 million, to help grant the wishes of children with 
critical illnesses. 
 Letters delivered on National Believe Day, to any Macy’s nationwide -- the day AJ made his delivery -- 
counted for a $2 contribution from Macy’s per letter, up to an additional $1 million, bringing the total 
campaign to a possible $2 million. 
 AJ, who has Cystic Fibrosis, was granted a wish seven years ago by Make-A-Wish New Jersey, who 
creates life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses. 
 Cystic Fibrosis is a chronic, progressive and life limiting genetic disease that affects specifically AJ’s 
lungs and gastrointestinal system, according to his mother Kerryann S. Silvestri. 
The joint legislative resolution, which was introduced by Thompson and Assemblymen Rob Clifton and Ronald 
Dancer, salutes Silvestri and acknowledges him as “an individual of strong character and uncommon 
determination”. 
 It commends AJ and "pays tribute to his meritorious record of service, leadership and commitment." 
 The proclamation is signed by Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney and Speaker of the General 
Assembly Craig J. Couglin. by Lori Luicci, District Public Relations Coordinator 

NJ Senator Honors OBHS Student for Make-A-Wish Efforts 
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 Apprenons le français! 

 Learning a new language is fun. That is 
what the 1st and 2nd grade classes at Schirra 
School told us as they learned new songs, 
numbers and colors in French early in January. 
The students were selected to participate in the 
district's French Honor Society Peer to Peer 
program. The lessons, taught by members of the 
OBHS Société Honoraire de Français, are meant 
to introduce elementary students to the 
language and culture of a new land.  
 The World Language program at Old 
Bridge Schools begins in 3rd grade, where 
fundamentals of a language are introduced. 
Students progress through thematic units in 
grades 6 and 7, selecting a language of their 
choice in 8th grade, where formal linguistic study 
begins. High School students who show 
proficiency and interest in continuing their 
language studies, have the option to do so 
through 12th grade, where they may attain 
Advanced Placement credit.  

 The Société Honoraire de Français led by high school teacher of French, Madame Harpreet Malhi, 
design and cooperatively teach the language lessons to the elementary schools. The students act as peer 
mentors, affording them the opportunity to learn leadership skills alongside the younger students. Madame 
Malhi places emphasis on self-reflection and student empowerment, guiding her classes through a rich array 
of culturally exciting lessons. High school students of French are invited to participate in the France Study 
Abroad program each year as a way to practice their language skills and immerse themselves into the culture 
of the land.  
 The students at Schirra enjoyed their experience and shared time with their high school peers. Thank 
you to the students and teachers for putting this wonderful experience together! À la prochaine fois! 
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 Tweets 
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