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Enjoy the beautiful day and be well.

Maranacook News
For Faculty, Families, Students and Community
April 13th - April 17th

Dear Maranacook Family,
I hope you are well and enjoying the weather as we inch towards warmer spring like days. It's
encouraging to watch the world bloom around us.
To watch the video above, click on it and when the video window pops up, click on the text in lower
left hand corner that reads "A Message from the MCHS Faculty & Staff to Students" We hope you
enjoy it.
We are finishing our third week of remote learning and we are so proud of all of our students. We
know that they are trying their best and finding ways to make remote learning work for them. Keep
up the great work!
We continue to work on planning Graduation for the Class of 2020. A survey was sent out to
students, parents, and advisors for the Class of 2020. Administration will be setting up a virtual
meeting with the students sometime during the week of April 27. We will update you as more
information becomes available. Know that we will celebrate the Class of 2020!!!! We are so proud
of all their accomplishments.
Please remember next week is school vacation. We hope everyone finds ways to enjoy this time
off. We know that our students and staff need time to refresh. We will still be offering food services
for the week of vacation with both school breakfast/lunches and the food pantry. Families may pick
up breakfast/lunches at Mt. Vernon Elementary or at MCHS. Remote classes will start again on
Monday, April 27th.

One Wednesday April 29, 2020, we will offer another time for students to pick up materials at the
high school from 7 am-9 am. If students need hard copies of work moving forward they should
contact their teachers or the main office. Those hard copies will be available for students to pick on
this date. Also, if students need anything from their lockers they should call the main office and we
will get any items students need and make them available for pick up. Neither students nor
parents will be allowed in the building at this time, but we are more than happy to retrieve items
students need at this time. If you do not have transportation, but need to pick up materials on this
day please let us know and we will arrange a delivery on a later date.

Remote Learning Survey Results: Thank you to all who took the
Remote Learning Survey. The data from the survey was shared
with staff this week and will help us plan the rest of the year.
Below is a snapshot of the data:
130 students and parents responded to the survey
50% of students are spending 5-10 hours on school work
36% of students think the workload is somewhat manageable,
42% manageable to very manageable, 20% of students are
struggling with managing the workload
74% of students found remote learning somewhat to very
stressful
Activities the students have found most successful are online
activities, review and practice of skills, and virtual class
meetings
Some of the challenges students are having with remote
learning are time management, stress, workload, and
responsibilities at home
We are committed to making remote learning successful for all
students. This means we will work on reducing stress of
students and making workloads manageable for all.

Senior Spotlight
Will Colvin,- after 5 successful years of German. Will has been
one of the best and most dedicated students of German since
Iarrived at Maranacook. He just simply loves the culture and
language and it shines in all of his work. He was also a wellearned part of Maranacook’s 40th year of GAPP (German
American Partnership Program) and he soaked in the entire
exchange abroad. Will’s quick wit and unassuming high intellect
will ensure he’s one of Maranacook’s most successful alumni.~
Herr Fecteau wanted to give a big thank you to one of his
awesome seniors

Nina Gyorgy - Nina has brought a level of intellectual curiosity
to the classroom that she has pursued outside the school walls
through Model UN and the National History Day competition.
She enjoys analyzing an argument and excels in articulating her
own claims and opinions in a way that suggests maturity beyond
her years. She was awarded at the Model UN Conference in
Boston for her achievements, and won the State NHD
competition in the Exhibit category which allowed her to
represent Maine in the National competition in Washington, DC
last June. She has continued her passion for Social Studies this
year as one of the founding members of the Rho Kappa
National Social Studies Honor Society at Maranacook. Nina is
thoughtful, curious, introspective, and compassionate. Its been a
great pleasure to be her teacher. I look forward to seeing what
she accomplishes in the future! ~ Mr. Gower
Ian Plante -I met Ian during his Sophomore year when I had him
in Geometry. He told me on multiple occasions that he wasn’t
very good at math and almost failed Algebra 1. During that year,
I convinced him to join the Math Team, and while he was not
one of the top scorers, he was always excited about it. After
working hard on the Math Team for three years, Ian will earn his
Varsity Letter this year. After joining the Math Team, his interest
in math blossomed, signing up for two math classes in his Junior
year, and three math classes in his Senior year, and he has
been excited about taking every one of them. Ian has grown so
much since I first met him and I cannot wait to see where life
takes him. ~ Mr.Babbitt
Corbin Howe -Corbin has been on a modified schedule during
his senior year in order to take college classes. He has excelled
in his college course load. Corbin has also been a strong leader
in the school as co-captain of the Alpine Ski Team, captain of
the golf team, and a member of the tennis team. Corbin always
has a smile on his face and an upbeat attitude and is a joy to be
able to work with. ~ Ms. Kelley

Allyse Bonenfant - Allyse exemplifies all of the qualities we
look for in self-motivated learners: genuine curiosity, enthusiasm
for the subject, strong work ethic, the ability to self-access, and
a drive to improve. Allyse consistently pushes herself to learn
because she wants to learn. She appears to be motivated by
this desire and not any sort of external motivators. This intrinsic
value she places on learning will take her very far! She has
achieved a great deal in the classroom and outside the
classroom. It has been a great pleasure to be her teacher and
watch her confidence grow over the last 2 years.

watch her confidence grow over the last 2 years.
Maggie McQuillen, - Maggie is one of Maine’s greatest
success stories of 2020. After completing only German 1 her
Sophomore year, Maggie was one of only two Maine students
selected for the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX)
for the 2018-2019 school year. Therefore, she spent her Junior
year studying abroad in Hamburg, Germany. Maggie came back
fluent in German - yes, fluent! In February of this year, Maggie
passed her B2 proficiency test, which most likely makes her the
highest achieving foreign language student in MAINE HISTORY.
She plans on taking her talents back to Germany to study next
year. Maggie proves to us all, that once we unleash the potential
of a young mind, there are no limits to their success. ~Herr
Fecteau
Owen Therriault -If I were to give an award for perseverance
and growth in 4 years of high school, Owen would be my
number one candidate. Owen came into my advisee just a little
less than half way through his Junior year. Over the last year
Owen and I had several conversations about what he plans to
do after high school, why he now appreciates education, how
much extra learning he does outside of class, and to top it off he
works the maximum amount of hours he is allowed to work by
law in the state of Maine. Owen has turned into a mature, hard
working young man, who now apologizes every day for being
slightly late after the first bell. I cannot wait to see what he
accomplishes after high school. ~Mr. DeMillo

April 13, 2020 Update
April 13, 2020 Dear Students, Staff, Families, and Communities, It is with a heavy heart that I...
maranacook.org

Gratefully
Dwayne Conway
Principal

Get to Know Our MCHS Team
Meet Steve DeAngelis I am a science teacher, teaching physics and astronomy most of
the time. I am an advisor and will be graduating my 10th advisee
group this year. I am the head coach of the boys and girls nordic
ski teams.
What do I want people to know about Maranacook? One
thing from way back and one from right now that I want people
to know about Maranacook. Maranacook is the reason I have
had the same mustache for the last 40 years. I grew it in selfdefense after I had been at Maranacook for a few months, so
parents would stop thinking I was a new freshman student. I
know I don’t need that anymore, but it is still there! Right now, I
think parents and students are seeing the best of Maranacook
as we navigate the Covid-19 pandemic. I am proud of how hard
we are working to do whatever it takes to support our students,
the efforts we are making to adapt what we do to match what
each student needs, and the time staff are spending maintaining
contact and our relationships with our students. I have always
thought a Maranacook strength was our staff/student
relationships and that is particularly evident right now.
Who inspires me? Right now, my children inspire me the most.
They are all passionate about life. Hannah models compassion
and a ferocious determination to advocate for those most in
need every day. Tyler is a remarkable combination of physical/
mental toughness and deep insight into what makes people tick
and how to motivate them. Luca is a creative spark, always
surprising me with his latest direction or impressing me with his
ability to make connections between ideas and between people.
I love my kids and I like them too. They inspire me to combine
passion for what I do with enjoying the passing of time!
When I am not working as a teacher I am happiest outside doing a different kind of work like planting trees, splitting wood,
tending to my fruit trees, or building another outbuilding…. or
nordic skiing during my favorite season.
Some causes I care about are: I want to see our country and
the world use science and compassion to guide our decision
making - especially when it comes to climate change. The
science is clear on the effect human activity is having on the
earth’s climate if we ignore that until the effects are even more
severe it will bite us hard…….much as the pandemic is now. I
want to see us leave the world in better shape for our children

want to see us leave the world in better shape for our children
than it is now. That means we have to follow the science and the
data, even if the science is telling us something we don’t want to
hear.
The most important person in my life: Identifying the most
important person in my life, that is a hard one, but probably my
mom. She is 91 now and is the most optimistic and caring
person I have ever met. She showed me by example that
everybody has a story and that if you take the time to listen to
their story, you will be able to understand where they are coming
from and quite possibly be able to help them in some way. My
mom’s example taught me that what I did was more important
than what I said and that my actions had to match my words if I
really wanted to have a lasting impact.

What is my secret talent are that no one knows about?
A guest writer, my wife, Tara, thought she should handle this
one. She says:
“Stevie has too many talents to list them all, however I have
gracefully accepted the challenge:”
1. Felling trees (only once did he cause one to land on the
house)
2. Free throws (he coached girls’ basketball after all)
3.Whistling full pop songs ( “Soul Meets Body” by Death Cab for
Cutie)
4. Skipping rocks, like 15, 20 skips
5. Collecting junk, I mean other people’s treasures
6. Losing things that are in plain sight (wallet, belts, keys,
checkbook, phone, keys, tools, keys)
6. and my personal favorite, making (getting, buying, or foraging
for) coffee for me!

Guidance
Typically, guidance would be working with Juniors throughout the spring on college searches, SAT
testing, and post-secondary plans. We have received word from numerous colleges across New
England and the entire country that they will not be requiring the SAT or testing as part of their
admissions process for the Class of 2021. We posted an assignment to the Class of 2021
Guidance Google Classroom to see what students are thinking about life after high school so we

Guidance Google Classroom to see what students are thinking about life after high school so we
can help them navigate what will likely be a highly unusual application season. Juniors - please fill
out the assignment (a very quick Google Form) and keep an eye on your emails for follow up from
Kim and Sara!

JMG (Jobs for Maine Grads)
This week in JMG started out with so much gratitude and appreciation for our RSU 38 community.
A couple of weeks ago, JMG CEO & President Craig Larrabee shared the news with each
specialist that the company raised $300,000 from private donors. That money was evenly spread
out to all 143 JMG programs in the state by being converted into $100 Hannaford gift cards. Those
gift cards were mailed to my house (Mr. Smith) where I mailed them off to 20 of our students and
their families. The messages I received this week from students, parents, and guardians made me
so appreciative of the community I work in, and the company I work for. Thank you from the bottom
of my heart; I am really glad we were able to help our students during this difficult time!
For classwork, students continued their “self-care” unit. Students played around with Google Draw
where they made a “Dependency Map.” They started with themselves in the middle and drew
things in their life that require their attention or energy.

Maranacook Alternative Program (MAP)
This week MAP students shifted their focus to the idea of victory gardens! We’re eager to learn
more about victory gardens in the past and how they might be helpful now during this pandemic.
This also ties in nicely as we start reading our book together! We hope everyone has a safe and
peaceful break!

Advisee
Master Advisors met remotely to start planning for next year. We discussed the fall ADO and
activities around the start of the school year. Many advisors are setting up weekly meetings with
their advisees. Please reach out to advisors with any question or concerns, we are here to support
our advisees in being successful with remote learning.

Student Senate
Members of the Student Council are working on a few projects. We have spent a few meetings
discussing how we can best serve our area families in need. We have decided to try, with Beeca
Reynolds help, to adopt a Friday. We will provide 25 - 30 fully prepared meals that will be picked up
at the high school via the food pantry program. Members are also going to keep the garden going
with the addition of some vegetable plants. Our newest thing is an Instagram page to celebrate our
seniors. Follow on Instagram: maranacook2020.

English
Students in our 9th grade English classes are finishing their cultural/conflict novels as well as
their country research. The Accelerated students are halfway through their unit of research. They
are working on reading their free-choice novels and finding information on the conflicts within. 10th
graders finished their audiobook and began to draft outlines for their upcoming theme essays.
Juniors in the Honors American Literature class are finishing their independent choice novels,
completing a writing exercise where they emulate the style of their author, a final reading response
discussion on Flipgrid, and writing an assertion of whether or not the novel qualifies to be on a list
of Great American Novels. Juniors in the AP class are selecting their reading from a choice of
memoirs - analyzing the rhetoric employed, discussing their observations with each other on
Flipgrid, and using their understanding to craft brief memoirs of their own. Juniors in Ms. Moran’s
class are continuing to read Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried. This week they read the
chapter “Field Trip” where Tim returns to Vietnam with his daughter and discussed the role of
memory and the importance of having others listen to our stories. Juniors in Ms. Chadbourn’s
class are finishing up Into The Wild. They are examining the role perspective and truth as they
study the tragic events which lead to McCandless’s tragic ending. The Senior Topics and
Literature students spent the last week looking at a variety of Ted Talks, analyzing how speakers
convey their argument and responding to each other on Flipgrid. This week they are focusing on
their independent reading. If any student needs a new book, please reach out to Mrs. Guillemette
and she will make sure that they get more options for their reading! Students in AP Literature are
continuing to read Virgil’s canonical epic poem, the Aeneid. They are examining the structure and
theme of the different books in their close reading. MAP students read chapter one of Michael
Pollan's The Omnivore’s Dilemma and they are looking forward to thinking more critically about
where their food comes from and how this book ties into the interdisciplinary victory garden project.
Student’s in the “Monsters and the Undead” class are working on completing their own short
pieces of short fiction within the genre.

Science
In Earth Systems students have been going outside and looking at how water changes the
Earth's surface through erosion and deposition. In Honors Biology classes students have now
perfected their remote learning skills and techniques allowing us to continue learning about
evolution of populations. Advanced Placement Biology students have gone further with
evolution and have reviewed key ideas for the upcoming AP Exam. In Chemistry classes
students are continuing the unit on radioactivity and nuclear changes by researching radon, the
positive and negative aspects of nuclear power plants, and radiometric dating such as with carbon14. Mr. D.'s Honor Physics students and Mr. Boyman's Pre-Calc students had a GoogleMeet
session on Wednesday morning to hear from some of their classmates about what they had
learned from their physics/math projects.The students usually share these projects with each other
in person, but this week was the first of several sessions where the students gave brief, informal
explanations of their projects for classmates. Delaney Crocker, Lexi Delisle, Jared Philbrook, Brad
Russell, and Anna Drillen all did great jobs of explaining what they had done and learned in doing
their projects. Also on Wednesday, April 15, Mr. D.'s physics students, along with Ms. Moran's

their projects. Also on Wednesday, April 15, Mr. D.'s physics students, along with Ms. Moran's
students, science students from the Baxter Academy of Math & Science in Portland and a
number of Maranacook staff members were able to attend a virtual presentation on the
epidemiology of the COVID-19 epidemic. The presenter was Paul Stang, a PhD epidemiologist
who heads up a team of 50 epidemiologists studying world-wide diseases for Johnson & Johnson.
Maranacook junior Delaney Crocker introduced Mr. Stang to start the presentation and junior
Sophie O'Clair monitored student questions and read them to Dr. Stang as the talk progressed.
Over 70 students and staff attended the session, which was a great opportunity to hear from a
leading scientist who is in the forefront of the scientific work being done to understand and combat
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Math
Ms. Graziano’s AP Calculus AB continues to work on AP exam questions as part of their review.
This week we took a look at how to find the volume of a curved funnel which was a problem from
the 2016 AP Exam. Students will work on problems from the 2017 AP Exam this week. Ms.
Graziano continues to support students on her intervention caseload, but will happily help any
other students with their math questions. Email Ms. Graziano if you would like to meet up. Mr.
Boyman’s Honors Calculus class started related rate problems. His Honors Pre-calculus
class is learning about real zeros of polynomial functions. His Algebra 2 class is finishing up
factoring of trinomials with leading coefficient =1, and starting factoring trinomials where the
leading coefficient is not 1. Mr. Babbitt’s Geometry CP class is learning how to simplify and
divide square roots. His Honors Geometry class is reviewing everything we have learned about
right triangles and trigonometry. In Statistics they are learning about the area under a normal
curve and how to use that to calculate probability. In his Problem Solving class, students are
learning strategies about debugging their programs. Ms. Harman’s Geometry started Proving
Parallel Lines with a little guidance. Her Algebra 1 Part 1 class is graphing from all different types
of linear equations. Algebra 1 Part 2 students have begun their NBA statistics project where they
crunch some numbers about an NBA teams weight, number of years in the NBA, and age.The
other class is finishing up their exponents unit and solidifying their skills before moving on. Mr.
Levasseur’s Algebra 2 CP We have started a new unit that will apply algebra within geometric
situations to include perimeter, circumference, and area. Honors Algebra 1 We have started a
new unit that will apply algebra within geometric situations to include the use of the Pythagorean
theorem. Algebra 1 Part 1 We learned how to calculate percent increase and percent decrease.
Honors Algebra 2 We have started a new unit that will apply algebra within geometric situations to
include perimeter, circumference, and area.

Technology
Yearbook is plugging away as best as they can, continuing with modifications to fit our new
normal. Personal Finance is completing their unit on savings and will start a new unit after April
break. Accounting has continued working in the Aplia accounting software. Tech and Career are
continuing to move through their career exploration unit.

continuing to move through their career exploration unit.
In Jeff Stockford’s classes the Introduction to IA students created templates and patterns for
their sand casting project in Foundry. Architecture students are designing floor plans for their
selected style of house. Some students were given a project of choice, pictured here are some of
the incredible results.
Wyatt Douin Honors Wood Design is building a log cabin with lap joint construction.

Lily Caban Intro to IA student
created a knife from an old
circular saw blade. You can
see her before and after with
the finished product. Great
independent work Lily!

Lori Twiss has been assisting students and parents with login and tech problems/questions.
Independaent study study student Dana Reynolds has partnered with Katie Ide to put together a
Facebook group, The Maranacook Running Group, as part of a digital media project.
Mrs. Trott our librarian has been working on finding resources for students. Online resources are
available for students on the library webpage. Take a look at these resources to try while school is
closed:
https://www.teenbookcloud.com
login: maranacook

password: login

https://stories.audible.com/discover
Ms. Gross Physical education classes continue to submit physical activity journals each week,
as it is important to stay active and get breaks from our screens. Health classes are wrapping up
a physical health unit with a Table Tent project on a topic of their choosing. Be well!

World Language
One of the challenges facing world language teachers and students is demonstrating mastery of all
four language skills--speaking, listening comprehension, reading and writing. All three language
teachers are assigning practices with videos, audio files, student recordings, writing narratives, and
websites such as Quizlet. Students are creating videos with Flipgrid, recording their voices on
QuickTime Player, doing practices with both new and review vocabulary, writing journal entries and
narratives about current and past actions, and watching videos on YouTube.
Spanish 1 students this week are writing about their classes and recording themselves with verb
practices. Spanish 2 and 3 are also recording verb practices with different tenses. Spanish 2
students are making videos showing how to set the table in Spanish. Spanish 3 students are
writing about their elementary school years. Spanish 4-5 students are continuing their practice
with grammar topics, writing journals and reading Latinamerican legends.

Extra and Co- Curricular
Corbin and Collin were an integral part of the boys golf team this
fall. Although the team didn't make a run in the playoffs, they
had an incredible level of team dedication and chemistry. Many
times they could be seen encouraging each other in between
shots of their own or after they had finished their round they
would stay to see the final golfers finish. Best wishes to Corbin
and Collin!
The girls cross country team
was led by 6 wonderful young
ladies who had a successful
four years. These girls were
KVAC Champions in 2016,

KVAC Champions in 2016,
2017, and 2018. They were
Class C South Regional
Champions in 2017 and
2018, and runners-up in
2019. We will miss this
wonderful group of girls and
wish them the best!
Campton had the task this
year of being the leader of
this team despite being the
only senior. Campton also
skied nordic and was
planning on playing baseball.
Best of luck next year!

Girls soccer Class of 2020
saw many successful
seasons. This group reached
the Class C South Regional
finals the last two seasons. In
2018 they won and played in
the state game but lost. This
was the first time in school
history that they had played
for a state title. Goalie Skyler
Webb was selected as an allstate all-star by the Maine
Soccer Coaches.
The boys soccer team has
had a long standing tradition
of excellence and this class
helped keep that standard
going. Members of this group
were a part of three KVAC
Championships (‘16, ‘17, ‘18),
a regional championship
(2017), and a state
championship in 2017. This
will be a tough group to
replace.

Board Meeting Update
RSU #38 Board of Directors
Revised Meeting Schedule
May – June 2020
May 6 – Business Meeting; budget workshop
May 20, Business Meeting; vote on budget
June 3 – Business Meeting
June 17 – Annual Meeting, gymnasium, 7:00 p.m.
July 14 (Referendum vote at individual towns)
Note: No meeting on May 13

Go Bears!

