
By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff

Sadly, Mr. Hank Schmelz, the princi-
pal at Phoenix, will be leaving.

“After six years at Phoenix Middle 
School, I have decided it was time for a 
change and to try new challenges,” said 
Schmelz.

 He began the process “prior to the 
school closing and it really was a good 
opportunity for myself,” said Schmelz. 
“I know I am leaving Phoenix in a very 
strong position.”

It was reported that Schmelz will be-
come the new principal at Marshall Middle School in Janesville, sta- 
rting on July 1.

Schmelz is most proud of  what has been accomplished at Phoenix. 
Among his most proud accomplishments would have to be  “the fact 
that we had the highest school report card in the country for a few 
years now,” he said. Another accomplishment he is proud of is that 
Phoenix has been recognized by the Department of Public Education 
as “School of Promise” for Title One schools for multiple years.

He is very proud of “the culture we have built with the teachers, 
the way we focus on relationships,” he said. “It really speaks to the 
significant growth we have made in the area of achievement.”

Schmelz is proud of the schedule and that the Phoenix staff has 
time to collaborate and “the structures we have put in place” during 
his time at Phoenix. What stands out to Schmelz is “the resurgence 
of our music program”, he said.

He appreciates the new, amazing auditorium and the building up-
grades of which he was associated, such as the center services and 
more. He is also very proud of the connections he has made with the 
Phoenix family.

“I have made so many friendships and I had the opportunity to 
work with an amazing staff and be the principal in my own town 
where I live. I wouldn’t trade that for anything!,” said Schmelz.
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Hank Schmelz

Schmelz leaving as Phoenix principal
So what are his thoughts about Phoenix?
“I have mixed feelings. I will really miss the students and staff 

and I am heartbroken that I will not get to personally say goodbye to 
everyone,” he said, as state schools went to virtual learning in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

He is also sad that Phoenix just got the stage finally completed, 
lockers painted, new cafeteria floors, and a new office design this 
past summer. He won’t be there to enjoy it. 

“But, I am really happy for the new principal because they will 
have a great looking facility and I already know the students and 
staff will be awesome and welcoming, because that is how Phoe-
nix rolls,” he said. “On the other hand, I am really excited to be at 
Marshall Middle School. It is a beautiful building in Janesville with 
about 881 students in grades 6 through 8. I look forward to helping 
them grow and build similar systems to help them grow like we do 
it in Delavan!”

   Principal Hank Schmelz of Phoenix delivers a message. (Photo 
courtesy of Phoenix yearbook)

Principal Hank Schmelz participates with Phoenix students. (Pho-
to courtesy of Phoenix yearbook)

New principal named for Phoenix

Amanda Urmanski

By Phoenix Rising
Mrs. Amanda Urmanski won’t have 

to go far from her current position to 
her new one as the principal at Phoenix 
Middle School next school year

With Hank Schmelz leaving Phoenix 
to take a position in the Janesville 
School District, Urmanski is coming to 
Phoenix from her associate principal 
position at Delavan-Darien High 
School.

 “After six years of amazing service, Mr. Schmelz is moving 
on to new challenges. We appreciate his years of service to 
the district,” said Dr. Jill Sorbie, superintendent of schools, 
recently in a message on the district website.

Urmanski has been a Comet for the past 10 years and is 
ready to lead a building after six years serving as an associate 
principal at the high school, said Sorbie.



PAGE 2

PHOENIX RISING
Staff - Maddie Gums, Riley Flintrop, Crystal Reyes, 
Martha Valadez, Zabrya Russell, Iesha Lee, Paige 
Abbott, Mia Batres, Zach Miller, Malachi Webb, Aiden 
Ryman, Dionna Branch, Damien Crusan, Victoria 
Regan, Nadia Illichmann and Mackenzie Miller 
Advisor - Thom Aiello
Design - Wendy Shafer

Fossler felt welcome as associate principal

Beth Fossler

By Zabrya Russell
Phoenix Rising staff

Phoenix Middle School had a new 
associate principal this school year,so 
let’s learn a little bit about her!

Mrs. Beth Fossler is one of the new 
principals, but did you know that this 
is her very first time being an associate 
principal? She has been working in the 
Delavan-Darien School District for 20 
years. 

In those 20 years she taught fifth 
grade, kindergarten, and third grade.

Fossler’s interests in life include 
swimming, hiking, reading, going to the gym, and  traveling with 
her family. She also enjoys being outdoors, especially in the fall 
and summer. So, that includes her being near lakes/oceans, and 
being near mountains. 

Fossler also added that she has an 11-year-old daughter. 
“I received my bachelor’s degree from UW-Whitewater and a 

master’s degree in education from Olivet Nazarene University,” 
she said.  Her principal license is from Concordia University. 

How does Fossler feel about Phoenix Middle School? 
“ Phoenix Middle School is an amazing school,” she said. She 

also included that the staff and workers have been so welcoming. 
“It’s been so exciting to see many of the students and families that 
I worked with in elementary school’, said Fossler. 

There were reasons why Fossler wanted to become an associate 
principal.

“(I wanted to) for many reasons such as working with teach-
ers and students in different ways other than being in the class-
room each day. I also wanted to get the opportunity to watch other 
dynamic teachers. Being an assistant principal has provided me a 
way to challenge myself to learn new skills and experience a new 
job,” said Fossler.

Batres leads as Student Council president
By Riley Flintrop
Phoenix Rising staff

Phoenix Middle School had its election for Student Council 
president earlier this school year. There was a tie between two 
eighth -grade students - Mia Batres and Emily Lock. In the end, 
Batres received the most votes.

Batres was asked what her first reaction was when it was an-
nounced there was a tie.

 “When I first heard there was a tie, I was surprised, but I became 
even more surprised when I found out I was the one who tied for 
being president,” she said.

How did you feel when you received the most votes? 
“After the first election we had a second one and, if I’m being 

honest, I thought Emily was going to win. But when I heard it was 
me, I was so happy and proud of myself.”

How do you feel now, being president? 
“Being president now, I feel sad that I didn’t get to experience 

it because of COVID-19. Although at first I was so nervous I was 
going to mess something up, or say something wrong, but I grew 
more comfortable and confident with the whole council.” 

Lock was also asked what her first reaction was when there was 
a tie.

“When I first heard there was a tie, I was in shock. I think wait-
ing was the worst part of it,” she said.

How did you feel when Mia got the most votes? 
“I felt happy that Mia was president. I was a little disappointed, 

but then I remembered that I am Student Council vice president, 
so I still have duties.”

How do you feel now about the tie?
“I feel pretty good about the tie now, because I am still an officer 

and I enjoy working with Mia and everyone else.”
Are you glad you aren’t president?
“I would say I am a little glad that I don’t have as many duties as 

Mia does, but I’m not super glad, just a little.”

Wisconsin businesses 
respond to pandemic
By Crystal Reyes
Phoenix Rising staff

Business in Wisconsin is using a good force during this pan-
demic. For example, Walmart is limiting its supplies as it wants 
everybody to have something and that it doesn’t run out during 
this tough time.

Some people are having a hard time getting things because so 
many people are getting laid off from work because of COVID-19, 
but, the thing is, I don’t understand why they do it if it wasn’t their 
fault. Then they want people to have a mask or be six feet apart 
from each other because the people that are at high risk right now 
are elderly and/or those with other health factors.

I know businesses want them to have a good life and not worry 
about getting things, but during this whole COVID-19 they do 
have to worry a little and some businesses do want them to find 
what they came to get because they want to help people to stay 
inside so that this whole virus thing could go away faster and we 
could all have a normal life.

Then some businesses are lucky to still be getting fresh fruit and 
food because farmers are still working out there so that everybody 

Continued on page 3
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“She has led the high school on PBIS, attendance, trauma in-
formed care, and literacy modules, to name a few. Her background 
is in special education and meeting the needs of all students,” said 
Sorbie. “I truly believe that Amanda’s experiences and dedication to 
(the Delavan-Darien School District) will continue to assist Phoenix 
in ‘Moving Forward with Promise.’ She will be working with Mr. 
Schmelz and (Phoenix associate principal) Mrs. (Beth) Fossler to 
ensure a smooth transition.” 

New Phoenix principal...

could have something to eat. Also, some places are providing food 
to the people in need that don’t have anything, or some people are 
taking it into their own hands to go out to help people so that they 
don’t catch the virus and that everyone stays happy and healthy.

If you go to the website Wisconsin Environment Development 
Corporation (WEDC), it says, “In China, where the virus was first 
identified, now after approximately six weeks of full closure, quar-
antines are being lifted (although elevated safety protocols remain). 
Starbucks estimates that first-quarter revenues will be down 50% 
overall in China as a result of the pandemic.¨

That means some businesses will have to lower their prices because 
not that many people will have money due to this whole COVID-19. 
Then it also says, ̈ Guidelines from the U.S. Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) recommend this level of precaution for at 
least eight weeks, which would extend the closure period into May, 
and it is possible that prohibitions could be extended even further 
depending on the level of infection present at that time. Wisconsin 
has instituted school and other closures indefinitely.¨

That would mean that some businesses would not be able to open 
for a while because they do have to stay a certain distance away and 
that would be hard for people that have a small business. But there 
are some businesses that are going out of their way to keep people 
safe and provide them with a mask and gloves to stay safe. Now 
many are putting up shields by check-out  registers. They want to 
get COVID-19 down so that people could go out and be able to go 
outside without people having to worry about catching something 
that could kill you and there is no vaccine yet for it, and sometimes 
you don’t get the symptoms.

So business is doing its best during this time of pandemic so that 
people do stay safe and that, when they get taken off of lockdown, 
they have a healthy life.

(Note: This article was entered in an essay contest with a dead-
line at the end of April and is being published in Phoenix Rising as 
well.)
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Wisconsin businesses...

   These signs 
appeared on non-
essential businesses 
after Govenor Tony 
Evers ordered them 
shut down.

Opinion:
What to do in quarantine
By Maddie Gums
Phoenix Rising staff 

I know everyone has been really bored in quarantine, and I 
know it’s not fun not being able to see your friends and family 
often anymore. But I have a list of ideas of what you can do 
when you are bored at home during quarantine as our Phoenix 
Middle School has become a virtual learning experience due 
to the coronavirus epidemic. 

First of all, you can do your school work; that is very 
important right now. Even though you are at home, you need 
to get your school work done. I don’t want anyone getting in 
trouble.

Second, you can read a book. Reading is fun! If you have 
been wanting to read a book but you have never had the time 
for it, well now you can!

Third, play games with your family! Playing games with 
your family is a lot of fun and it can be quite entertaining. 
Trust me, very entertaining.

Fourth, clean. Trust me, your room is probably a mess right 
at the moment. So, please, clean it.

Fifth, watch a show you have been wanting to watch! There 
is probably a show people wanted to watch, but haven’t had 
time before. Go binge watch it with snacks and everything. 
Enjoy yourself!

That’s all I have for today! Please take care of yourselves 
during this pandemic. I hope you find some of these ideas 
useful.

XBOX:The next generation
By Aiden Ryman
Phoenix Rising staff

Microsoft recently released 
new information on the newest 
XBOX, which they are for now 
calling the Series X. On stage at 
The Game Awards, in a surprise 
announcement..Phil Spencer, 
head of Xbox at Microsoft,  said 
the release of Series X will be 
in the holiday season of 2020.

“The system also uses cus-
tom AMD Zen 2 included with 
RDNA architecture for four 
times the processing power of 
the XBOX 1”, says Microsoft.  
Despite the XBOX Series X’s 
overall power and small size, it 
is a relatively quiet system.

The main cooling of the sys-
tem appears to be on the top 
(when laid vertically), but when 
laid horizontally the venting is 
on the right of the system. The 

console’s controller comes in-
side the box with the system 
itself and presents a similar-
ity to the XBOX 1 controller. 
The controller’s size has been 
slightly adjusted to fit more 
hand sizes, as well as a share 
button in the   middle of the 
controller.

XBOX Series X
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Student studies President Zachary Taylor
By Zach Miller
Phoenix Rising staff

Zachary Taylor, the 12th 
United States president, was 
born Nov, 24, 1784, in Virginia 
and died on July 9 1850. He 
had a nickname of “old rough 
and ready.” Yatlor’s presiden-
tial term was March 4,1849, 
through July 9,1850.

 His spouse was Margart Tay-
lor (1810-1850). A general and 
national hero in the U.S. Taylor 
fought in the Mexican-Ameri-
can War of 1812.

Taylor was born to a family 
of planters who by 1800 owned 
10,000 acres in Kentucky and 
they had 26 slaves. Raised on 
a plantation, he spent most of 
his childhood in Kentucky, 
where he lived with his parents 
and seven brothers and sisters. 
He was a career officer in the 
Army, where he spent 4- years, 
becoming a nayionalist.. He 
also owned a plantation.

He spent 25 years policing 
the frontiers against Native 
Americans

 In a close election, he pulled 
enough votes to get elected. In 
February of 1850, Taylor held a 
conference with Southern lead-
ers who threatened secession. 
On July 4, Zachary Taylor got 
ill and died in five days. 

Taylor led his men across the 
Rio Grande and advanced into 
Mexico, capturing the strong-
hold of Monterrey by late Sep-
tember. Taylor then granted 
the Mexicans an eight-week 
meeting of the generals, grow-
ing political clout. Within the 
opposition Whig Party, James 
Polk canceled the peace agree-
ment and ordered Taylor to re-
main in northern Mexico, while 
he transformed the best of Tay-
lor’s troops to the army of Gen. 
Winfield Scott. 

In February of 1847, Tay-
lor disobeyed these orders and 
marched his troops south to 
Buena Vista. By the time the 

treaty ended the Mexican War, 
Taylor had emerged in Whig 
circles as a leading candidate 
for president. On July 4, 1850, 
Taylor attended a ceremony 
at the unfinished Washington 
Monument. Temperatures were 
blistering and he reportedly ate 
only raw vegetables, cherries 
and milk. He took ill with vio-
lent stomach cramps and soon 
after he died. He may have been 
poisoned, but his remains were 
exhumed in 1991 and this spec-
ulation was disproved.

(Note: This article was part 
of a class project.)

Zachary Taylor

The death of Zachary Taylor

1849 Zachary Taylor
Indian Peace Medal
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Life at Phoenix - before virtual learning!
Well, 2019-2020 will go down in the history books as a most 

unusual school year at Phoenix Middle School as the coronavi-
rus pandemic closed the school doors during Wisconsin’s “Safer 
at Home” declaration and students participated in virtual learning 
from their homes. Before that, students enjoyed everyday “life at 
Phoenix.” as illustrated by these photos supplied by Phoenix year-
book advisor Tiffany Poritz and the yearbook staff.
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LIKE TO WRITE?

If anyone has any questions, please contact
the newspaper club advisor, Mr. Thom Aiello, at

thomaiello@gmail.com

PHOENIX RISING

This is the
final edition of

Phoenix Rising for the 
2019-20 school year. 
Hopefully the 2020-21 

school year can be back 
to normal and then
students who are

interested can join the 
Phoenix Rising staff! 


