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App helps school battle against bullying
By Morgan Lock
Cometeer staff
   In many school districts, bullying is something that occurs way 
too often. Bullying creates self-esteem issues and isn’t good for 
everyone.
   Delavan-Darien High School 
instituted a new app, called 
“Stop It!,” to prevent and re-
port bullying. Students can 
easily download this app and 
anonymously communicate 
with an administrator about 
any bullying they experience 
or see happening. This app has 
been very helpful.
   In fact, as of Nov. 8, there 
have been 25 incidents report-
ed, according to assistant principal Mr. Chris Zimmerman. Admin-

istration originally found out about the app over the summer, after 
inquiring with other schools on how they prevent bullying. The 
app was highly recommended.
   This app provides a sense of security for victims, because it truly   
is anonymous. The person reporting can instant message any of 
the administrators, ask and answer questions, and communicate as 
much as they want. There’s no way anyone would know who the 
reporter is unless they explicitly said his or her name.
   Although this app is meant to create a more positive environment 
in the school, there are some students who aren’t taking the app 
seriously. Zimmerman said that three of those 25 reports were “not 
serious and were obvious attempts at joking about the app.”
  Zimmerman and other administrators have taken care of these   
messages by replying back that their anonymous user profile will 
be banned from the app. Ultimately, though, this app has been do-
ing well and has been helping solve the problem of bullying in our 
school district so far. 

‘Courage Retreat’ is powerful experience
By Morgan Lock
Cometeer staff

   On Dec. 3, 2019, Phoenix Middle School teamed up with a lead-
ership organization called Youth Frontiers and held a “Courage 
Retreat” for its seventh-grade class. Many Comet Mentors from 
Delavan-Darien High School helped out as small-group leaders, 
and I was one of them. It was a very powerful and moving experi-
ence.
   The Courage Retreat was something that I also participated in 
when I was in seventh grade at Phoenix, so it was an amazing ex-
perience to come back and be on the other side. If you don’t know, 
the purpose of the Courage Retreat is to get seventh graders to real-
ize their leadership skills and to commit to one act of courage.
   At first, it was really awkward and we could tell who was in 
what friend group. They might have looked at us as the crazy high 
schoolers at first, but then we all bonded through the activities. The 
activities in the beginning were more light-hearted and inspired 
some friendly competition.
   After that, though, the Comet Mentors led small-group meet-
ings and discussed our feelings. We talked about how we can be 
kinder to one another and how we can have the courage to stick up 
for ourselves and for others. It was a very emotional experience. 
Small-group leaders had a chance to share with the seventh grad-
ers, our middle school experiences, what we went through, and 
what we learned.

   I shared with this group of seventh graders that I was often made 
fun of for being a member of the LGBTQ+ community, when I 
hadn’t even discovered that about myself yet. Kids would place 
bets to see if I would “turn out gay.” I shared that this made me 
feel confused, and made it harder to accept myself and figure out 

that who I was was OK.
   Our last activity was probably one of the most powerful experi-
ences that I have seen or felt in a long time. It is called the “pebble 
in the pond” activity. The lights dim, and everyone is silent and sit-
ting in a circle. One by one, students are encouraged to share with 
the group their one act of courage that they are going to commit to. 
It is a very powerful activity because I heard things that I wouldn’t 
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Winter concerts light up holidays

By Kaia Warner
Cometeer staff
   ‘Tis the season to be celebrating winter concerts. That was 
the theme during the recent holiday season.
   The Delavan-Darien High School choir took part in singing 
at the tree-lighting ceremony at Tower Park in downtown 
Delavan on the Friday after Thanksgiving Day. They are gave 
a winter concert for all students and parents on Dec. 16 at the 
high school.
   Choir concerts consist of a group of students gathering 
around and singing a bunch of different songs. For its winter 
concert, the choir performed Christmas carols.

Students gather for prayer by flag pole
By Abigail Gleiter
Cometeer staff

   Did you notice students gathering around the flag poleat Delavan-
Darien High School  on Sept. 26? This gathering was occurring at 
schools around the world on that early September morning.
   Kids from schools, both big and small, were meeting at the flag 
pole to pray. This is an international activity that is called, ‘See 
You At The Pole’. Kids from all walks of life meet under many 
different flags and pray before they start their school day. In some 
countries, it is not legal to do such an activity, but kids still muster 

the courage to do it.
   In America, we are fortunate enough to have the freedom to do 
this. We are privileged to call this country our home, and should 
be grateful for the rights that we are given - rights such as freedom 
of religion and freedom of speech that allow activities such as this 
to take place.
   As students came and started their morning with prayer, some 
stayed from 7 until 7:25, others came and went within a few min-
utes. These young Christians showed that peer pressure would not 
stop them, nor would the cold, rainy weather. So now you know. 
On Sept. 23, 2020, I hope to ‘See You At The Pole’. 

Photos by Julian Rodriguez
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expect. The kids had really opened up and were being real. Nobody 
was joking around, like in the earlier activities, the room was full 
of quietness and respect.
   After most of the group had shared, there was a lot of crying 
and hugs. Everyone got a pin that said “courage” and got to keep 
their piece of paper with their act of courage on it. The goal of 
this whole day was to make new relationships, commit to an act 
of courage, and be real. I would say it was more than a success 
from the seventh-grade students all the way up to us high school 
leaders.

Courage Retreat...
Continued from page 1

Ward tuned in to teaching band at D-DHS
By Morgan Lock
Cometeer staff

   Ms. Samantha Ward is a student teacher 
for the band classes with Mr. Nick Stark 
here at Delavan-Darien High School. She 
will be graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater this December, and 
she already has a job lined up, teaching el-
ementary school band in Wausau.
   Ward has learned many values and les-
sons in working with the bands at D-DHS. 
Since our school has such a variety of bands 
(Marching Band, Jazz Lab, Jazz Ensemble, 
Percussion Ensemble and Guitar Ensem-
ble), she was able to see different teaching 
styles and experience them firsthand.
   She says one of the lessons that she is 

most excited to apply to her future teach-
ing, instrumental-wise, would be the tech-
niques she learned in the guitar ensemble 
class. She had little guitar experience be-
fore this, so it was interesting and fun for 
her to learn, and she hopes to eventually 
teach kids to play the guitar.
   Another important lesson Ward has 
learned with student teaching here is how 
to build relationships with students. She 
said she has “learned so much from how 
different every student at this school is and 
that connecting with each student takes a 
lot of work.”
   Even though it took a lot of work, Ward 
said those connections taught her the most 
important lesson, and that she will never 

forget the students here, and the opportu-
nities she’s “been given to lead students.” 
She said that, at first, her experience was 
weird to get used to, because she wasn’t 
used to the long school day.
   Ward said her high school even started 
later than D-DHS, and “there’s never re-
ally a time where you have school for eight 
hours a day like you do in high school.” A 
lot of high school students would probably 
agree with that statement.
   Overall, Ward said the most important 
lesson she has learned is how to form re-
lationships with students and the value of 
that. She says she is very grateful for the 
unforgettable experience of student teach-
ing at D-DHS.

One-act plays take stage

Photos by
Marissa

Torres Raby

   Delavan-Darien High School students Paige Johnson, Gra-
cie laue and Bobbie Neal attended a Leadership Workshop at the 
National FFA Convention earlier this school year. (Photo by Ruby 
Perez)

Attended national convention

Students at Delavan-
Darien High School 
presented their One-
Act Plays for free on 
Nov. 23-24 in the high 
school auditorium. The  
three short plays were: 
They Eat Sun Not Ze-
bras; Lord of the Pies; 
and We are Masks

The D-DhS ComeTeer
If Interested, Contact Mr. Aiello at

thomaiello@gmail.com

It’s Never Too Late To Get Involved and Contribute to
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Homecoming week full of activities
By Jacob Prado
Cometeer staff
    Homecoming week 2019, what a blast!
  This year’s theme for Homecoming at Delavan-Darien High 
School was Road Trip, which included themes from different 
states, like Florida, California, Texas and East Coast states. Like 
every year, the spirit trophy was up for grabs, and it was up to ev-
ery class to show the most spirit in order to obtain the most points. 
There were many fun-filled events throughout the week and, if you 
want to relive those memories or learn about them, continue read-
ing. 
   Homecoming took place during the week of Sept. 16-20, which 
is actually a lot sooner than Homecoming typically takes place. 
Another change to Homecoming in general has to do with Student 
Council and the change of advisor. While Ms. Hehn had been in 
charge of Student Council for a few years, students were informed 
at the end of last school year that she would not be back and so the 
search for a new Student Council advisor began.
   Ms. Sydne Guillien, one of D-DHS’ English teachers, picked 
up the position and ran her first Homecoming with the help of its 
student officers and members. Despite it being her first year, Guil-
lien and the rest of the Student Council got many compliments and 
recognition from administration as well as the rest of the staff. 
   Pajama Day took place on Monday the 16th and this theme day 
is always fun because you don’t have to dress up; instead you can 
throw on some PJ’s and simply go to school. Other than Pajama 
Day, Student Council also hosted hallway decorating and float 
building, which allowed students from each class to earn spirit 
points by attending these events. Walking through the halls af-
ter the decorating, all you could see was class and Comet colors, 
which just showed how much spirit each class had and how the 
school displays spirit. 
   California Hippy Day took place on Tuesday the 17th and con-
sisted of tie-dye shirts, bandanas, and everything peace related. 
While Tuesday remained a quiet day, activity wise, it still was fun 
to see many students get involved in this dress-up day. 
   Florida Beach Day took place on Wednesday the 18th and con-
sisted of shorts, sandals, and beach towels. What was different 
than usual this Wednesday was the PowderPuff and Boys Volley-
ball games, which had typically taken place on Thursdays during 
Homecoming week. These games were a lot of fun for all grades 
and it was great to see everyone getting involved. Commentary was 
provided by Mr. Adam Alter and Ms. Maria Ramos-Speth, which 
provided the audience with lovely comedy and helped lighten the 
mood amongst everyone. In the end, seniors won all their games, 
allowing them to move forward in the race for the spirit trophy. 
   Texas Rodeo Day took place on Thursday the 19th and consisted    
of flannels, cowboy boots and blue jeans. What also took place on 
Thursday was the second-annual bonfire behind D-DHS following 
the soccer game. This year’s bonfire was much bigger than last 
year’s bonfire and brought out many students, staff, family and lo-
cal community members to celebrate Homecoming week. 
   Finally, Class Color Day took place on Friday the 20th and, well, 
it is pretty self-explanatory. This school day was much shorter than 
usual due to the Homecoming assembly, which consisted of skits, 
games, and general fun. This year again, eighth graders were in-
vited to the high school in order to watch and get an idea of what 
high school would be like for them.
   During the assembly each class and club representatives per-
formed different skits, something that is done every year for 
Homecoming, Winter Week, and Prom. These skits are always fun 

to watch as every year different students come up with different 
ideas and then bring those ideas to life in front of the whole school 
members. Student Council also ran games during this assembly. 
Those included a relay race, minute-to-win-it games, and more in 
which many students volunteered and got involved. 
   Saturday night, the dance was very well put together. This year 
was different because the DJ was changed from last year’s badly-
reviewed DJ, who many students did not like. Also different were 
the decorations that were put up for the dance by those members in 
Student Council. Administration and staff complemented Student 
Council members on its effort to decorate the dance to the best of 
their abilities . 
   Overall, this year’s Homecoming, with its new advisor and stu-
dent officers, was very well put together and there are many things 
that worked very well. Personally, I cannot wait to see what is in 
store next year for D-DHS Homecoming.

Photos courtesy of Delavan-Darien Athletics/Activities Facebook Page

More photos
on page 8
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Comets on road to relevance in football

By Jacob Szczap
Cometeer staff
   On paper, a 2-7 season, including 1-6 in 
the Southern Lakes Conference, doesn’t 
sound ideal. But it was exactly what head 
coach Hank Johnson and the Delavan-Dar-
ien High School Comets needed in their 
road back to relevance in the SLC.
   Unlike a year ago, Delavan-Darien was 
highly competitive, winning a conference 
game and coming darn close to winning 
a couple   more. Agonizing losses to Elk-
horn, Westosha Central and Wilmot by a 
combined 11 points kept the Comets at 1-6 
instead of possibly 4-3. 

   Delavan-Darien started the season by los-
ing to Wilmot 14-0 in a game where the of-
fense couldn’t get going. However, the de-
fense showed strong signs, indicating what 
was to come. 
   The Comets limited Lodi to only 137 
yards of total offense, and they kept it up. 
Throughout the rest of the season, the de-
fense only allowed more than 28 points 
once. In Week 2, D-DHS traveled to Mil-
waukee North and played well, demolish-
ing the Blue Devils 50-0. A highlight in 
that game included star linebacker Ross 
Gengler scoring two defensive touchdowns 

within a minute. 
   The Comets kicked off their conference 
season by losing in heartbreaking fashion to 
the rival Elkhorn Elks. In a back-and-forth 
game, the Comets ended up faltering on a 
missed field goal. A week later, Delavan-
Darien fell in another backbreaker, 20-17, 
at Westosha. If just a couple factors in both 
of those games went right for the Comets, 
they could be sitting in a totally different 
position looking back on the season.
   A week later, in the homecoming game, 
Delavan-Darien erased a 14-0 Union Grove 
lead behind two Josh Mick touchdowns to 
win their first conference game since 2017. 
Mick returned a punt 60 yards to the house 
early in the second quarter to put the Com-
ets on the board. Soon after, he intercepted 
a pass and, 60 yards later, put his team 
within a point. The Comets took the lead in 
the fourth quarter on a Gengler touchdown 
run and, thanks to a big defensive stand, 
won 22-21. 
   The rest of the season consisted of hard-
fought games. Delavan-Darien’s defense 
held the top-scoring offense in the confer-
ence to a season-low 28 points, and limited 
Wilmot, the conference champion, to 14 
points. 

Team celebrating after a home win

Season goes along swimmingly for D-DHS girls
By Anna Lock
Cometeer staff
   Coming off of beating a five-year record 
for two dual meets won in a season, the 
girls swim team is very proud! The team 
this year consisted of 17 swimmers, a man-
ager and two amazing coaches. The team 
was the largest it has been in 10 years, and 
the current boys team is the largest number 
seen at Delavan-Darien High School.
   Coach Lauren Gurholt, a previous co-
coach of the boys season for two years, this 
year being her third, and a co-coach of the 
girls team   for a year, was moved up to 
head coach this year. In addition, the Com-
ets welcomed new co-coach Ms. Brianna 
White.
   “I took on more responsibility and back-
ground work,” said Gurholt. “I feel for-
tunate to be a part of the Delavan-Darien 
Comet Swim Team and have the opportu-
nity to make a positive difference.”
   Speaking of making a positive difference, 
the group definitely worked together and 
demonstrated the true meaning of a team. 
As a freshman, I not only was introduced 
to a high school level sport, but I also made 
some unforgettable bonds, while learning 
the value of sportsmanship.
  “We were supportive, fostered a growth 
mindset and worked together for success,” 

said Gurholt.
   Not only the coaches, but the team cap-
tains really stepped up their game and 
helped the team tremendously. This year’s 
captains were   juniors Caitlyn Karbash and 
Collette Riviere.
   Wrapping the season up, at the Fall Sports 
Awards Meeting, the team awarded the ju-
nior varsity and varsity MVP’s, a most-im-
proved and a sportsmanship award. The JV 

MVP was Kaelyn Salerno (freshman), and 
the varsity MVP was Karbash. Two most-
improved awards went to Breanna Yartey 
(junior), and Isabel Calhoun (sophomore). 
Victoria Brouka (senior) earned the Sports-
manship Award.
   Looking forward, Gurholt and new co-
coach Michael Bell are “excited for boys 
season and continuing to grow the swim 
program in Delavan.”

   The Delavan-Darien High School girls swim team includes, front from left, Coach 
Lauren Gurholt, Collette Riviere*, Jessie Sueser, Melani Mayorga, Anna Lock, Caitlyn Kar-
bash*, Gracie Yartey, Maggie Person, Aislinn Martinez and Emma Robertson; and back 
from left, Allison Young, Kaelyn Salerno, Emily Barker, Ava Simpson, Isabel Calhoun, Pay-
ton Gordon (manager), Morgan Lock, Breanna Yartey, Victoria Brouka and Coach Brianna 
White. *Captains (Photo by Julian Rodriguez)
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Special Awards: L-R Back Row: Girls 
Swim JV Most Valuable Swimmer: Kaelyn 
Salerno, Girls Swim MVP: Caitlyn Karbash, 
Girls Swim Most Improved Swimmer: Isabel 
Calhoun and Breanna Yartey. Volleyball Co-
MVP: McKenna Williams, Football Scout 
Team and the Henry Johnson Sr. Proud 
Comet Award: Fred Krablean. Football Of-
fensive MVP: Jarod Comas. 
   Front Row L-R: Girls Tennis Most Improved: 
Maria Shackett. Cross Country Most Valu-
able Newcomer: Emily Cameron. Volleyball 
Co-MVP: Kailea Timmerman. Football Spe-
cial Teams MVP: Josh Mick. Cross Country 
Most Valuable Runner: Maleak Williams. 
Football Defensive MVP: Ross Gengler. 
Boys Soccer Outstanding Achievement: 
Ivan Calixto Perez. Boys Soccer Outstand-
ing Achievement: Estevan Colin. Girls Ten-
nis Most Improved: Dia Patel. 

Fall Sports Awards

Sportsmanship Awards: L-R: Girls Swim: 
Victoria Brouka. Girls Tennis: Anna Sorg. 
Volleyball: Heather Ream. Cross Country: 
Jordan Ivans. Football: Oliver Hetzel. Boys 
Soccer: Moses Solis.

   All Conference Awards: Back Row L-R: 
Boys Soccer 2nd Team all Conference 
Defender Mosis Solis. Football Honorable 
Mention Defensive Linemen Dan Mick. Girls 
Tennis Honorable Mention Annyce Peralta. 
Cross Country Honorable Mention Emily 
Cameron. Boys Soccer Second Team all 
Conference Forward Jonathan Diaz. Boys 
Soccer Honorable Mention Forward Dieon-
te Orth. Boys Soccer Honorable Mention 
Defender Adrian Fonseca. Volleyball Hon-
orable Mention McKenna Williams.  
   Front Row L-R: Football 2nd Team all 
Conference Offensive Linesman Justin 
Cesarz. Football 2nd Team all Conference 
Kicker, Tight End and Defensive End Ma-
teo Morales. Football Honorable Mention 
Defensive Back Josh Mick. Cross Country 
Honorable Mention Maleak Williams. Foot-
ball Honorable Mention Running back, 1st 
Team all Conference Lineback and Co-
Defensive Player of the Year Ross Gengler. 
2nd Team all Conference Midfield Ivan Ca-
lixto Perez. 1st Team all Conference For-
ward Estevan Colin.

Photos submitted by
Kassandra Huerta
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D-DHS fall sports

   Cross country team members L-R sophomore Jacob Szczap, freshman Jacob Dutton, 
freshman Alex Stark and junior Joseph Arguelles. (Photo by Brianna Manriquez)

   Sophomore swimmer Maggie Person 
(Photo by Brianna Manriquez)

   Senior Annyce Peralta. (Photo by Abby 
Cavaliere)

  Junior Emily 
Cameron partici-
pating in a cross 
country race. 
(Photo by Brian-
na Manriquez)

   Senior Kailea Timmerman. (Photo by 
Julian Rodriguez) Soccer player Ivan Calixto Perez has the ball. (Photo by Julian Rodriguez)
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Delavan-Darien Homecoming Activities

   Senior class representatives Annyce Peralta 
and Ryan Hoey dancing a tango?

   Senior class representative Fred 
Krablean. Senior class after their powder puff victory.

Junior class powder puff team

Junior Morgan Lock
Senior Class

Junior Adrian Fonseca

Photos by Juliana Huerta and Julian Rodriguez


