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Effectively Meeting Diverse Needs 

To more effectively meet the diverse needs of our DCS community, the Discovery Department 
continues to expand its services. Since 1990, the Discovery Program at DCS has effectively 
addressed areas of concern, such as: learning to read, developing fluency in reading and math, 
following directions, thinking efficiently, problem solving, attending, reading comprehension, 
spelling accurately, mathematical reasoning, writing legibly and fluently, etc. Having received 
extensive training through the National Institute of Learning Development, our Discovery staff 
is uniquely equipped to collaborate with teachers, support and encourage parents, and provide 
students with tools for learning. Discovery staff are professionally certified through NILD as 
educational therapists and also through the International Dyslexia Association (IDA) as dyslexia 
therapists. 

Collaboration for Academic Success 

Discovery teachers collaborate regularly with classroom teachers, providing suggestions for 
accommodations or modifications to help each child experience academic success.  In addition, 
Rachel Velez, Discovery Program Coordinator, provides professional enrichment through 
workshops and/or informal instruction in areas such as:  emotions and learning, teaching 
spelling—moving beyond rote memory, developing higher level thinking skills, reading fluency, 
students in a digital world, differentiated instruction, etc. 

Any school parent with a concern about their student’s academic progress will experience 
support and encouragement when chatting with one of our Discovery teachers.  Discovery staff 
is available to answer your questions and/or give practical suggestions regarding ADHD, 
dyslexia, autism spectrum disorder, learning disabilities, and sensory integration issues.   504 
Plans written by the public school are facilitated through the Discovery Department when 
students transfer to DCS. 

  



 

 

 

 

Services to our students include the following: 

• One-on-one educational therapy which teaches students how to learn, assisting them in 
becoming independent and successful learners in the classroom. 

• Rx for Discovery Reading which effectively equips a struggling reader with tools for 
becoming a successful reader. This dynamic small group intervention created significant 
gains for students in our pilot program during the 2010/2011 school year. 

• Academic coaching which provides students with organizational tips, reading 
comprehension strategies, and study skill techniques. 

• Individualized Academic Plans (IAP) for students whose diagnostic testing indicates that 
accommodations and/or modifications are necessary to assure academic gains 

• TEACH program which provides early intervention for any kindergarten or 1st grader who 
appears vulnerable to reading difficulties 

• Educational battery of tests for students with learning difficulties.  
• Informal oral reading assessments and spelling inventories for elementary students 

Discovery Program – NILD Therapy Program Costs: 

• DISCOVERY PROGRAM - NILD THERAPY PROGRAM $2,000 a year (scholarship 

information upon request) 

 

For concerns or questions, contact Rachel Velez at 503-658-4100 ext. 215. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Policy 
 

Before you make this financial commitment with Damascus Christian School, a ministry of Damascus Community Church, 

we would ask that you prayerfully consider it in light of the following Scriptures: 

Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost  
to see if he has enough money to complete it?  Luke 14:28 

It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.  Ecclesiastes 5:5 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another.  Romans 13:8a 

A. PAYMENT PLANS: We offer 2 tuition payment options for families to choose from.  Additional plans must be submitted and 

approved by both the Bookkeeper and School Administrator: 

 

• Lump sum payment 

• 12 monthly payments 

 

Payments for each of these options begin on July 1st.  If full monthly payments are not received by the 5th of each month, a 

$50 late fee will be applied. There is also a $25 service fee for payments that are returned due to insufficient funds.  All other 

fees are payable as billed. Although tuition may be paid in monthly payments, the family’s commitment is the amount for a 

full school year. 

Students will not be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities (sports, drama, etc.) if account is in arrears. All tuition 

and fees must be paid in full by graduation for seniors to receive their diploma and school records. 

 

B. TUITION OPTION STATEMENT: Please complete the Tuition Option Statement to select the payment option that works best 

for your family and return it to the school no later than May 10, 2021. If the Tuition Option Statement is not received by this 

date, we will select your payment plan for you. 

 

C. INVOICES: Invoices are sent via email on approximately the 20th of each month prior to the month when payment is due. 

 

D. PAYMENT METHODS: We require that all tuition and fee payments be made through our Vanco online autopay system. While 

we prefer payments made through bank account ACH direct withdraw, you may opt to use a credit card.  Vanco charges a 

2.75% fee for payments made with a DEBIT or CREDIT card which will be billed to you. We no longer accept cash.  

 

E. FINANCIAL AID: Damascus Christian School is committed to working with families to help them meet their financial 

obligations. That is why we have partnered with FACTS to provide financial aid options for families who qualify. To find out 

more about financial aid, contact the school. 

 

F. FINANCIAL HARDSHIP: When circumstances beyond a family’s control arise, it is critical to communicate with the school in 

order to determine possible alternative solutions. If you foresee any problem that would hinder you from honoring your 

financial commitment, please complete a Financial Hardship Application, otherwise late fees will continue to be assessed 

each month and ultimately the account will become delinquent. Delinquency is grounds for dismissal. 

 

G. EARLY WITHDRAWAL: DCS makes staffing and budgetary decisions based on enrollment numbers at the start of the school 
year. Early withdrawal of a student is detrimental to the viability and operation of this ministry. If a student is withdrawn 
before the school year begins, the July payment will be forfeited. If the school is unable to fill this new vacancy within 30 
days, the August payment will also be forfeited. 

Parents who withdraw their students before the conclusion of the school year, are required to pay tuition through the 
conclusion of that current semester. 
 

STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ADMITTED TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR UNLESS ALL SCHOOL TUITION AND FEES FROM PREVIOUS 

SCHOOL YEARS HAVE BEEN PAID IN FULL NO LATER THAN JUNE 31st.   

 
Any appeals to our financial policy must be made in writing and sent to the School Ministry Team for review and 

determination. 

  
If you need further assistance contact:  Bookkeeping Office * 14251 SE Rust Way * Damascus, OR 97089 

(503)658-4100 Ext. 105 FAX (503)658-5827 
Revised 1/29/21 

 


