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Grade Configuration

● Research linked to child development, brain science, 
socio-emotional learning, curriculum studies, and pedagogy

● Centers on developmentally appropriate learning practices
○ Humans experience a variety of developmental stages throughout their 

lifetimes.  
○ Most developmental stages can be aligned to chronological ages
○ Impactful learning environments incorporate developmentally appropriate 

learning practices in instruction, and teacher development



Early Childhood v. Elementary

Early childhood is defined by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) as Birth to Eight.  This acknowledges the unique cognitive, 
health, and socio-emotional development of children of this age.

Best practices in how children are educated in early childhood grades (Pre-K 
through Grade 2), is fundamentally different than best practices for children in 
elementary grades.  

Three distinct areas of impact-  Instruction and Staffing, Curriculum, and Child 
Development



Grade Levels

PK-K

Early Childhood

1-2 3-5 9-126-8



Instruction

● Experientially 
based

● Modeling
● Learning centers

Grade 1-2

● Learning centers
● Project based 

learning

● Project based 
learning

● Independent 
learning

Grade PK-K Grade 3-5



Staffing

● Early childhood 
preparation

○ Developmentally 
appropriate 
instruction

■ SEL
■ Early literacy

○ DESE Early 
Childhood License- 
two practica

○ Early Childhood 
MTEL suite

Grade 1-2
● Early childhood <-- 

or elementary 
preparation-->

● Elementary 
preparation

○ Developmentally 
appropriate 
instruction

■ More broad 
literacy 
instruction

○ DESE Elementary 
Childhood License- 
one practicum

○ Elementary MTEL 
suite

Grade PK-K Grade 3-5



Instruction and Staffing Impacts

Instructional techniques are aligned to the developmental levels of students, hence 
they look different from PK-K, 1-2, and 3-5.

Preparation of teachers at the early education (PK-2) and elementary levels are 
different, with different core programs of studies and assessments.

Grade configurations that are aligned to teacher preparation and 
developmentally-informed instructional techniques allow for targeted, 
building-based professional development 



Curriculum- (DESE Frameworks)

● Early Literacy- 
phonologically 
based (Learning to 
Read)

● Math, Science- 
spiraling of 
concepts

● Social Studies- 
focus on the 
individual

Grade 1-2
● Early Literacy- 

phonologically 
based (Learning to 
Read)

● Math, Science- 
spiraling of 
concepts

● Social Studies- 
focus on the 
community and 
culture

● Early Literacy- 
thematically based 
(Reading to Learn)

● Math, Science- 
spiraling of 
concepts

● History- 
Massachusetts, 
Early US

Grade PK-K Grade 3-5



Curriculum-  Mathematics

● Number Sense

Grade 1-2
● Addition
● Subtraction

● Multiplication
● Division
● Fractions

Grade PK-K Grade 3-5



Curriculum Impacts

Curriculum is aligned to the developmental levels of students, hence it looks 
different from PK-K, 1-2, and 3-5. Massachusetts Math and Science Frameworks 
are grouped in PK-2, 3-5.

Grade configurations that are aligned to the Massachusetts Frameworks allow for 
targeted, building-based professional development and focused shared resource 
distribution- e.g. curricular materials, library resources, etc.



Child development

Research indicates that students thrive in supportive environments that best 
support their developmental needs

● Early childhood-  importance of adult modeling, guided learning practices
● 3-5 - Peer groups, self-directed learning

Research indicates that continuity within a building (e.g. the length of time a 
student is within a building) supports students’ socio-emotional well being 

● A 3-5 configuration is an environment support students’ socio-emotional 
growth and growing independence 

○ Opportunity for grade 5 students to take on leadership roles



Questions and Comments


