
MINUTES 
Maynard School Committee 

Monday, April 6, 2020, 7:00 pm 
Remote Meeting 

 
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of 
all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting 
was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members of the public were invited to join the meeting 
virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under 
Maynard School Committee Meetings.  (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)  
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:09pm.  An attendance roll call was taken 

Natasha Rivera - Present 
Lydia Clancy - Present 
Mary Brannelly - Present 
Maro Hogan - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 

 
Also present were Mary Jane Rickson, Interim Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 
Superintendent; Irene Houle, Business Manager; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant 
 
Ms. Houlihan noted that a Roll-Call Vote was needed to authorize meeting remotely pursuant to the 
emergency Executive Order by Governor dated March 12, 2020  

Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to approve the minutes of 11/7/19 and 12/5/19. 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion 
Roll call vote 

Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Ms. Hogan noted grammatical edits on the minutes.  11/21, Nick Green’s name should be “Ned 
Greene”. 12/19 under exec session, 1st line said “School Committee would not enter”, should be “would 
enter”.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Ms. Hogan made a motion to approve the minutes of 11/21/19 and 12/19/19 with grammatical edits. 
Ms. Clancy 2nd the motion. 
Roll call vote 

Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Chairperson's Report 
The Chair wished the district Paraprofessionals a Happy Paraprofessional Day.  
Ms. Houlihan asked the public to be patient as the School Committee worked through the new virtual 
meeting process in light of the pandemic.  Anyone with Citizens comment should email comments to 
the Chair prior to the public comment agenda item and all comments will be read at that time. 
Comments should be about the agenda items.  MASC has also sent out guidance regarding virtual 
meetings. 
 
Interim Superintendent’s Report 
Thanked staff for working with the Administration.  Buildings have been closed to staff since March 
23rd.  Buildings will be cleaned.  Central Office staff have been working on a rotating schedule.  All 
school districts must complete the 185 days school requirement, June 19th will be the last day of 
school.  Governor submitted a bill on 3/24 allowing the Commissioner of Education to waive certain 
statutory requirements, student opportunity act plan, possibly MCAS.  There is no information yet on 
teacher evaluations, it may be a district based decision.  Phase 1 of the closure is completed, focused 
on enrichment opportunities.  Starting phase 2, students’ work will be mandatory and will receive credit 
for it.  DIstrict is focusing on equity and access, offering chromebooks to anyone who needed one 
(about 50 were distributed to Gr 7 students), identifying who needs paper copies.  Senior Project will be 
affected since community projects and internships have been canceled.  Other implications will be 
Prom, step up days, and could affect staffing and budget.  A Remote Learning page has been added to 
the website.  A robo-call was sent out to families to make sure we knew of anyone else who needed a 
chromebooks or internet, received about 50 responses and now looking into ordering 100 additional 
chromebooks. 
 
Citizens’ Comments  
Wouter Leeuwis emailed that he was disappointed that the School Committee minutes were still not 
posted in a timely manner after his request to do so at the 1/30/20 meeting.  As well as not seeing the 
budget subcommittee meeting minutes online.  He asked School Committee to make a commitment to 
post all meeting minutes, including subcommittee meetings, as soon as reasonably possible and no 
later than 4 weeks from the date of the meeting. 
 
Budget Updates and Timing of Budget Public Hearing  
The fiscal year is expected to come in on budget.  Will have some savings on substitutes, professional 
development, copier printing and classroom supplies.  No savings with special ed tuition, not much 
savings on utilities and transportation.  Currently negotiating a reduced payment with Dee Bus.  



 
The public budget hearing which normally occurs in April is on hold until we know if there will be any 
further budget impacts on the Town.  The Budget SubCommittee will take another look at the budget to 
consider additional impacts.  The budget hearing will need to run in the Beacon Villager no less than 7 
days prior to the hearing date.  
 
It was noted that the MSBA Green Meadow project could have a possible extension of timelines. 
 
Pre-school Reimbursement Considerations  
Pre-school students are also doing online learning, teachers are still being paid.  5 families have paid 
for April, 4 have paid for the whole year.  Some have not paid for March yet.   If we reimbursed families 
who paid for half of March and all April, it would be $15,940.  Several families have asked for 
reimbursements.  Have to determine what the procedure will be.  Some families use Pre-school as 
daycare and may not need it now, others may have new financial hardships.  Ms. Rickson and Ms. 
Houle will see what other districts are doing and report back. 
 
Executive Session 
Roll Call vote to enter into Executive Session under MGL;CH 30A; § 21(a)(3), with intent to return to 
open session. To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the bargaining, specifically the Maynard Education Association and Maynard 
Paraprofessional Association. 

 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 to enter into the Executive Session. 
  
Return to Open Session and present enacted MOAs 
The School committee approved by roll call vote in Executive Session to enact the memorandum of 
agreement with the Maynard Educators Association and the Maynard Education Support Association in 
regards to remote learning.  This will be posted on the webpage where the contracts are located.  Ms. 
Gaudet thanked everyone for their collaboration and for everything that staff have done the last 2 
weeks to reach out to students and parents, and to make sure that students were healthy and ok. 
Starting Monday, the remote learning plans will focus on essential skills and concepts.  Teachers will 
identify what students need to get better at and find multiple ways for them to practice those essential 
skills and concepts for approximately half the time a student is typically in school.  Teachers will be 
sending weekly communications to parents and students.   They will be working with the Tech Dept to 
make sure they have the tools to support families.  They will also focus on equity and access for 
students.  More communication will be going out tomorrow to families, describing what this will look like 
moving forward. Administrators and teachers will be setting up virtual office hours.  
 
Members’ Comments  



All School Committee members thanked the staff, teachers, administrators, food pantry, and community 
for coming together and working together so quickly.  
 
Ms. Rivera noted they were still working with the Town on the role of the Facilities Director.  SEPAC will 
be meeting with Carol Gahan this week to assist with feedback for special education considerations in 
relation to remote learning.  
 
Ms. Hogan asked if they could somehow schedule a prom and graduation. 
 
Ms. Clancy made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Ms. Hogan 2nd the meeting 
 

Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed by roll call vote 5-0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 


