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The end of the 2019-2020 school year was most unexpected. I don’t think that any of us could 
have predicted that, when we parted ways on March 13th, we would not come together as a 
school again this year. I was looking forward to our Awards ceremony or handing you a 
Completer certificate in person at this event. I never anticipated that our teachers would move 
to all online instruction or that our certifications would be delayed. Yes, this was an unexpected 
year. 
  
However unexpected, when I reflected on this school year, my first at CATEC, I swell with pride. 
I see happy faces walking through our front doors, I see students engaged and passionate about 
learning, I see instructors demonstrating skills they have well-honed through years of 
experience and excitedly teaching their students. CATEC is a hopeful and a special place full of 
incredible people doing amazing things. 
  
I could not be more proud of the students we serve at CATEC. At this moment in time, the 
meaning of the work we do and the importance of the instruction we provide could not be 
more clear. When I see images of nurses' faces bruised from wearing N-95 masks or videos of 
EMTs wheeling stretchers into the Emergency Department, or I read a story about a special unit 
of firefighters trained to handle Covid-19 calls, I now see your faces. Every single program at 
CATEC provides training for the essential services needed during this critical time. Whether it is 
keeping vehicles running, caring for our beloved pets, fueling the weakened economy with 
construction, providing technical services during this historic shift to virtual work and play, 
feeding essential workers, or tragically realizing the TRUE skill and art in giving a great haircut 
the message was loud and clear… you are essential and we cannot do it without you. I see our 
future in the capable and strong hands of all of you. 
  
What I have realized this year is that the mission of CATEC is bigger than me or any of you 
individually. The work we do at CATEC fuels the engine of our great country. We are teaching 
the front-line, essential workers. Without you or the people you aspire to be, our country 
would not function as we know it. We are privileged to serve young adults that want to run into 
the fire, to serve the public, and make our world a better place. In my reflection, I am reminded 
of a speech given by Theodore Roosevelt in which he describes why it is important to do the 
work you are all pursuing, he says, 
  
"It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or 
where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is 
actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 
who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and 
shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the 
great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, 



so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor 
defeat." 
  
So, I finish my first year at CATEC inspired and in awe of our students, but also hopeful. Hopeful 
for a future led by all of you that want to get in the arena. Hopeful for humans that want to 
serve the greater good and do not mind being marred by hard work. And, hopeful for the 
plentiful opportunities that await you. So whether you know victory or defeat, just get in the 
arena. You are ready. 
 


