
School District of Gilman 
325 North Fifth Avenue, 

Office Phone: 715-447-8211   Gilman, WI 54433   Office Fax: 715-447-8731  
May 19th, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Thank you for your patience, understanding, and flexibility as we worked collaboratively to develop our plan of 
action for graduation and the distribution of diplomas.  Despite the change from our traditional practices caused by 
COVID-19 and school closure, we have the opportunity to create a memorable experience to celebrate and honor the 
accomplishments and the achievements of our senior class.  Provided below are updates for the end-of-year events for 
our seniors.  
 
1. Survey - Handing-Out Diplomas - Complete by May 20 at 7:00 PM 

The School District of Gilman is seeking your feedback to schedule diploma distribution for our graduating 
seniors.  Please access the district’s website and click on the COVID-19 webpage.  From there, on the left-hand 
side of your screen, click on the link titled "Survey - Handing-Out Diplomas."  Each family of a graduating senior 
should complete one survey.  Please complete the survey by 7:00 PM on Wednesday, May 20. More details 
regarding the diploma distribution process will be shared out later this week upon the results of the survey.  

 
2. Meeting - Seniors and Family - May 21 at 7:00 PM 

We will conduct a meeting with senior students and their parents/guardians on Thursday, May 21, at 7:00 PM, to 
review the plan of action for handing-out diplomas, returning academic materials, and other upcoming events. 
Information regarding how to join the meeting can be found on the COVID-19 webpage on the district website. 

 
3. Handing-Out of Diplomas and Academic Material Return - Friday, May 22  

Diplomas will be provided to students through curbside pickup at Gilman Schools.  Students will arrive at the 
school wearing their cap and gown and have the opportunity to take a picture after receiving their diploma. 
Students will also return their Chromebooks and academic materials (textbooks, calculators, etc.) at that time. 
Social distancing and other safety precautions (masks, no handshakes, no hugs) will be exercised by the School 
District of Gilman staff to promote the health and well-being of our students and families. We encourage students 
to exercise the same safety precautions.  Specific details for this procedure will be shared out with students and 
their families later this week.  

 
4. Traditional Graduation Ceremony - Friday, August 7 at 7:00 PM 

We have scheduled a traditional, in-person graduation ceremony for 7:00 PM on Friday, August 7, at Gilman 
High School.  Our ability to conduct this ceremony will be contingent upon our progress with COVID-19 and 
state and local health and safety recommendations.  If we are unable to host a traditional, in-person ceremony, we 
will conduct a drive-through graduation in its place on the same date.  More information will be shared with our 
students and families as we progress through the summer months.  

 
I greatly appreciate your support of your graduating senior, as well as your ideas and feedback throughout this 
process.  Please feel free to contact me with questions at (715)-447-8211 or via email. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jon Hess 
Principal 
School District of Gilman 


