
 

 

MILTON-UNION EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS 

School Board Meeting 

Milton-Union Cafetorium 

 

Unofficial 

Special Meeting 

 

A Special Meeting of the Milton-Union Exempted Village Board of Education was called to 

order by President Huffman, on September 18, 2014 at 6:38 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Present: Mr. Huffman, Mr. Long, Dr. McCarroll, Mrs. Minneman, Mrs. Swigart 

Absent: None 

 

Village Council: Don Dohrman, Jason Tinnerman, Scott Fogle, Susan Willis, Anthony Miller, 

Sarah Copp, Fred Francis, Matt Kline 

 

Union Township: Tony Hughes, Jim Albaugh, Phil Mote 

 

Visitors: Gary Gregory 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Team Management 

 

Joint Meeting with the Village of West Milton Council and Union Township Trustees: 

 

Superintendent Rammel updated the group on school issues: 

 

Academics 

Two courses have been added this year, including a business academy at the high school and 

agricultural science for students in grades 8-12. Both classes are connected with the CTC. 

 

The district, along with Franklin Monroe and Piqua City Schools, received a $2.1 million 

Straight A grant from the Ohio Department of Education. Six specialists from all three districts 

are working to develop the program. The goal is to increase student achievement in Kindergarten 

and first grade. 

 

A $25,000 grant from Monsanto was received. The funds will be used to purchase science 

materials for STEM and science classes. A check will be presented to the Board at Homecoming. 

 

Facilities 

Several projects were completed over the summer: 

 

 Pavilion, except for the plaque 

 Resurfacing of track – red is back. 

 Resurfacing of both gym floors 

 Press box renovations 

 New sideline covers 

 Sidewalks installed on visitor’s side and from Jefferson to stadium, behind the locker 



 

room entrances 

 Replaced metal halide lights in both gyms, weight room, cafeteria & multi-purpose room 

with LED lights. The LED lights use ¼ of the energy of the metal halide lights. 

 Filled cracks in asphalt at the K-12 building and re-striped parking lot 

 

Safe Routes to Schools 

The pedestrian pathway is completed and will be lit with 7 lights. Three of the lamp posts will be 

equipped with security cameras. R.B. Jergens is the contractor. 

 

There will also be sidewalks along the west side of Hasket and the south side of Hamilton. 

Expected completion date is Sept 30, 2014. Some trees will be removed along Hasket. 

 

A prefabricated bridge will be installed over the spring. Matt Kline commented that pouring of 

the foundation for the bridge is on schedule. 

 

All work is expected to be completed by November 30, 2014. 

 

Five-Year Look-Ahead 

 Completion of renovations at press box 

 Creation of a secure location for buses that are well lighted and have security cameras 

 Ensure that warranty inspections are being completed 

 

Lowry Woods 

The district has been working with a forester, Scott Costello, to determine trees that need to be 

removed from the woods; including ash, sugar maple, and any that are in danger of falling. More 

than 40 of the trees that need to be removed are ash. Sam Huffman commented that the main 

concern is safety.  

 

The district is also working with Terry Lavy to determine the price to kill the invasive 

honeysuckle in the woods.  Chris Long commented that there is a tremendous amount of 

honeysuckle that needs to be removed. Spraying would occur from October to November and 

would probably be a 2-year project. Dr. McCarroll commented that grants may be available to 

help with the cost of getting rid of the honeysuckle. 

 

Energy Star Designation 

The District’s facilities have been issued an Energy Star rating of 90, which is higher than any 

score seen by Mike Huff, architect for the K-12 building. 

 

The operating cost for electricity & gas per sq. foot rose a bit after the extremely cold winter 

from 0.81 to 0.85. 

 

Safety 

Rachel’s Challenge, a K-12 anti-bullying program which promotes kindness, was implemented 

this year. It is based on the story of Rachel Scott, the first student killed at Columbine. Upper 

Valley Medical Center paid for all Miami County Schools to participate in this program. 

 

ALICE training, which is a more aggressive approach to an armed intruder, was given to staff at 

the beginning of the school year. Depending on the location of the intruder, students and staff are 

encouraged to escape if possible. If exiting the building is not possible, students and staff should 

barricade themselves in a locked classroom.  Monthly drills, involving varying scenarios will 

take place. The scenarios will be discussed at Safety Committee meetings. 



 

 

West Milton Village Update 

Jason Tinnerman announced that a robotics team has been added to MURA’s programs. It is for 

children ages 9-14 years old. 

 

City Manager Matt Kline updated the group on village issues: 

 

Police Chief 

Police Chief Garry Kimpel will be retiring this year. A search for a new chief has already started. 

 

Water Meters 

The Village is 40 meters away from full replacement of all water meters in the Village. Most of 

the remaining meters that need to be replaced are in empty houses and are difficult to access.  

The Village can now read 99.6% of the meters every day and take care of problems more 

quickly, which is a cost savings to residents. With the new meters, reading meters, calculating 

and printing bills occurs more quickly. 

 

Ordinance Review 

City council is reviewing antiquated ordinances. They are currently working on an RV 

ordinance. The ordinance concerning junk vehicles also needs to be updated.  

 

Finances 

Revenue has decreased due to a decline in property valuations from $67 million to $60 million 

during the valuation update done by Miami County. Therefore, the street levy will not generate 

as much revenue as originally thought. Interest earnings on revenue has also decreased. Open 

positions have not been filled. Hard decisions will need to be made over the next few months. 

 

Potential Developments 

A study has been conducted for a 5-star campground located north of Calumet Road. The study 

indicates that it would be successful and would provide jobs for thirty employees and encourage 

tourism in the area. 

 

Looking at all options to create jobs and growth. 

 

Communications 

Every council meeting is placed on YouTube. Other forms of communication used are the 

newspaper, website, Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Old School Park 

Currently the Village leases the park for $1 per year for 7.5 acres. Because the ground is leased 

from a public school, the Village is unable to apply for a grant to develop the park. The Village 

would like to apply for a NatureWorks grant, which is being offered May 2015. Matt Kline asked 

board members if there is interest in the school selling the land to the Village. Mr. Huffman 

responded that the board would need to further discuss the issue. 

 

There is a plan to create a disk golf course at the municipal park by the river by next spring. 

 

Union Township Update 

The Miami County Board of Health has an open position for a township resident. The board 

meets the 4
th

 Thursday of every month at 9:00 a.m. 

 



 

There are twelve cemeteries in the township to maintain. This is the highest number of 

cemeteries in any township in the state of Ohio. 

 

The next joint meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2014, 6:00 p.m., hosted by West Milton 

Council. 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

The meeting was adjourned by Mr. Huffman at 8:18 p.m. 

 


