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Questions for Discussion

■ Exploring College Options
■ The Admission Process
■ College Visits
■ College Costs and Financial Aid
■ Essay, Interview, and Recommendations
■ After Admissions



Exploring College Options

■ Can students rely on the “rating” and 
“ranking” systems many magazines use to 
evaluate colleges?

■ How can students with learning disabilities 
find out about colleges that offer special 
programs?



The Admissions Process

■ Is there any way to learn in advance just how 
colleges make their admission decisions?

■ Would you prefer students to take advantage of the 
SAT “Score Choice”? Why or Why not?

■ Do you superscore the ACT or only use the 
composite score?

■ Should students be re-taking subject tests to improve 
their scores?

■ Which will count more -- high school grades or 
admission test scores?



The Admissions Process

■ Is it better to take an Advanced Placement 
(AP) class and get a “B” or a similar (non-AP) 
class and get an “A”?

■ What do you look for in a student’s senior 
year schedule?



College Visits

■ Can you explain the term “demonstrated 
interest” and give examples?

■ What are the most important experiences 
students should have when they visit your 
campus?

■ Can you explain the importance of visiting 
while students are still on campus?



College Costs/ Financial Aid

■ How strongly should cost influence the 
decision as to which schools to apply?

■ Is the prior-prior submission going to change 
your application timeline?



Essays, Interviews, and 
Recommendations
■ Who should students get to write college 

recommendation letters?
■ How can students improve chances of 

admission if they are placed on a waitlist?



After Admission

■ Once students have been admitted to college, 
will the admissions office really care about 
their school grades and academic record?

■ How do admissions officers feel when 
students drop classes in senior year of high 
school after they’ve been admitted?



Any Final Advice?

Any Suggestions?



Questions? Questions?

Questions?
Questions?


