
REGULAR MEETING OF THE KICKAPOO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES 
Monday, December 12, 2016 

1.                   Roll Call 
Upon roll call all board members were present including Barry Peterson (who left at 9:00 P.M.), Earl 
Wallace, Duane Wallace, Rich Jaynes, Tricia Clements, Dan Chroninger, and Janet Matthes. Also 
attending: Douglas Olsen, Aaron Mithum, Kim Johnson, Lee Nerison, Danny Deaver, Jennifer Vielhaber, 
Chuck and Karen Bolstad, and Kristi Deaver. 
 
2.                   Affirmation of the Proof of Publication of the Agenda 
Superintendent Douglas Olsen read the affirmation of the proof of publication of the agenda. 
 
3.                   Approve Agenda 
To approve the agenda as published and posted. 
Motion: Earl Wallace; 2nd: Rich Jaynes. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 
4.                   Audience to Visitors/Board Members 
a.         Lee Nerison ~ Elected Representative 

State Assembly Representative Lee Nerison attended the meeting to discuss educational issues and 
answer any questions the board might have. Many items were discussed including: public school 
funding, voucher school rules and funding issues, school starting date, and what Rep. Nerison’s 
definition of “adequate” school funding is.  Superintendent Olsen asked Mr. Nerison to go to Madison 
and to advocate for the public schools he represents in the legislature. The board thanked Mr. Nerison 
for attending the meeting. 
 

5.                   Expense Vouchers/Receipts 
To approve expense vouchers and receipts as presented. 
Motion: Tricia Clements; 2nd: Earl Wallace. Roll call vote carried with all ayes. 
 
6.                   Consent Agenda 
a.                   Minutes from November 14, 2016 Regular Board Meeting 
To approve the minutes from November 14, 2016 regular board meeting with the correction to add 
Doug and Sandy Malliet as attending the meeting. 
Motion: Tricia Clements; 2nd: Earl Wallace. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 
7.                   Action Agenda 
a.         Donation to School 

To accept a donation, with thanks, of $50.00 from Patricia Schroeder to the 4th grade class to be put 
towards their class party in the spring of 2017. 
Motion: Duane Wallace; 2nd: Barry Peterson. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 

b.         Elementary Basketball Program Coordinators and Volunteers 
To approve Aaron Cade, Ginger Gander, Mike Cauffman, Teresa Gander, Beth Sumwalt, Tracey 
Johnson, Sam Geary, Jessi Nagel, Tanya Culver, Travis Egge, Jen Havlik, Steve Bass and Todd Herricks as 
volunteers and Eric Wiegel and Todd Martinson as coordinators for the 2016-17 elementary basketball 
program. 
Motion: Dan Chroninger; 2nd: Tricia Clements. Motion carried with all ayes. 



c.          Volunteers for Wrestling Program 
To approve Ethan Nelson, Sam Peterson, and Brandon Aardahl as volunteers for the 2016-17 wrestling 
program. 
Motion: Barry Peterson; 2nd: Earl Wallace. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 

8.                   Informational Agenda 
a.                   Discussion Items 
1)         Apptegy Presentation ~ Demo 

The board participated in a phone conference with a representative from Apptegy, which is a web 
hosting program that includes an app that allows a person to upload photos using their smart phone. 
The program costs a bit more than our current website hosting program but has more options available 
to communicate school functions, etc. to parents and the community. This program will be placed on 
the action agenda in January. 
 

2)         School Report Card 
The Department of Public Instruction has lifted the embargo on the school report cards. 
Superintendent Olsen, along with principals Aaron Mithum and Kim Johnson, discussed the results with 
the board. The district’s focus has been on increasing achievement, because our growth is solid. 
Superintendent Olsen commented that if we can beat the state average in reading and math for kids 
who are economically disadvantaged and for those that are not when disaggregated, then we are 
confident our overall score will improve. 
 

3)         Youth Trap Team 
The Viola Sportsman’s Club is planning on hosting a Youth Trap Team in the spring of 2017, and is 
requesting the district to allow affiliation of this team as an extracurricular sport/activity. There would 
be no cost to the district as it will be funded by the Sportsman’s Club, including insurance for the 
participants.  Business managers Doug and Sandy Malliet will check with our insurance company to 
make sure there isn’t a problem with the requested affiliation. The board didn’t have a problem with 
this request as long as the district ran background checks on all coaches and our co-curricular code was 
followed. This request will be an action item at the January board meeting. 
 

4)         Teachers’ Union Recertification Vote 
Superintendent Olsen informed the board that he had received notification that the KTA had 
recertified for the 2016-17 school year. 
 

5)         2017-18 School Calendar 
A draft of next year’s school calendar was reviewed, with minor changes from the current calendar. 
Should it become a possibility to start school earlier than September 1st, the calendar could be revised. 
 

6)         Weight Room Supervisor Pay 
The board discussed this briefly at a previous meeting. Athletic Director Kent Petersen would like the 
board to consider adding this position to the extra-curricular pay schedule. Some staff members have 
been volunteering their time as supervisors, but Mr. Petersen feels there is a benefit to having a set 
schedule for students before and after school and it would be reasonable to pay staff members to 
supervise them. Mr. Olsen will meet with Mr. Petersen to discuss the pay for supervisor. 
 
 
 



b.                  Schedule of Meetings for January and February 
A Board Policy meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, December 15th at 8:00 A.M., and a 
Personnel/Handbook committee meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 19, 2016 starting at 
8:00 A.M. and a Buildings/Grounds/Transportation committee meeting was scheduled for Thursday, 
December 22, 2016 beginning at 8:00 A.M. 
 
9.                   Superintendent’s Report/Correspondence 
a.         UW-Platteville Literature Course Through Telepresence 

We have four students who will be taking a college course through UW-Platteville again this year. As in 
years past, the district pays for the class, but new for this year, the students will pay for the required 
books. 
 
A walking path to connect the sidewalk by the elementary gym to the bike/walking sidewalk along the 
highway would cost the district approximately $12,000 for either asphalt or concrete. 
 
A community member recently contacted Superintendent Olsen asking if the district would highlight 
the struggle of the Standing Rock pipeline protests by providing a link on our Facebook page as to how 
people could help. We do have board policies in place regarding political stands which prohibit our 
participation on this issue. 
 
We recently were awarded a contract to make the Wisconsin School of Promise awards again and Ken 
Krings is seeking bids for an open ended belt sanders to speed up production of the 200 awards for this 
project. The sander could be funded through the Tech Ed activity fund, Carl Perkins money, and the 
high school equipment budget. 
 
Our health insurance will be taken to bid as part of AFG’s total book of business, and will include both 
HRA and HSA options. Superintendent Olsen commented that the information would be carefully 
analyzed when the bid comes in. 
 
A chemistry class has been approved at UW Richland for Lori Martin and Jake Gehrke and we are 
currently looking at how we could incorporate a class into our summer school program. It is a 
possibility that summer school FTE will be changed to 1.0 rather than the current .4 per student, which 
would be a great financial benefit to all districts in Wisconsin. Superintendent Olsen will keep the board 
informed as planning becomes closer to being finalized. 
 
We are seeking bids to replace the computers in the business ed. lab and are looking at Chromeboxes 
 vs. CPU’s as potential replacements. 
 
Eight-man football was a topic of discussion at a recent Ridge & Valley District Administrator’s meeting. 
There are districts in our conference that are supporting this change due to declining participation in 
the program leading to co-oping with other districts which in turn leads to transportation issues. 
Superintendent Olsen will have this as a discussion item on the January board agenda, and will have 
input from coaches as well as athletic director Kent Petersen. The soonest that this change, should 
districts choose to move to the eight-man football, would be 2019-20. 
 
 
 
 



10.               Principals’ Reports 
Kim Johnson ~ Elementary Principal 
The elementary has been working with National Geographic to have a giant floor map set up on 
December 19th for students to have hands-on lessons with maps. 
 
A backpack program is being initiated at the elementary with the help of Jennifer Vielhaber and Annie 
Blakley. Families in need of food and other necessities are chosen each week; the backpack is filled and 
sent home on Friday and returned on Monday. Different families are chosen, and they are notified 
ahead of time to make sure they wish to receive the backpacks. 
 
The Christmas Program will be Wednesday, December 14th at 2:00 P.M. 
 
The 2nd STAR Assessment window will be opening soon 
 
Aaron Mithum ~ Middle/High School Principal 
Several of our students placed in the top five at a speech contest that was recently held 
The Annual Holiday Dinner sponsored by the Senior Class will be held on Tuesday, December 13th with 
the proceeds going towards flood relief for local families. 
 
The middle/high school Holiday Concert will be held at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, December 19th 

 
The STAR Assessment window will soon be opening up for middle/high school students 
 
11.               Convene to Closed Session Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 (1) (c) 
(c)Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 
employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 
PURPOSE: Extended Medical Leave of Absence ~ Becky Hooker 

To convene to closed session. 
Motion: Earl Wallace; 2nd: Rich Jaynes. Roll call vote carried with all ayes. 
 

12.        Reconvene to Open Session 
To reconvene to open session. 
Motion: Tricia Clements; 2nd: Dan Chroninger. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 

13.       Motions Made Following Closed Session Discussion 
To approve an extended leave of absence for Becky Hooker through the end of January. 
Motion: Duane Wallace; 2nd: Rich Jaynes. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 

14.       Audience to Board Members/Visitors 
Superintendent Olsen shared with the board that Mrs. Vinger’s class had written letters to the State 
Journal nominating someone they felt could use some financial assistance during the holidays and why. 
Gail Smith was awarded $350, and a 4th grade student was awarded $300. 
 

15.       Adjourn Meeting 
To adjourn the meeting at 9:45 P.M. 
Motion: Dan Chroninger; 2nd: Earl Wallace. Motion carried with all ayes. 
 



Minutes submitted by Kristi Deaver, Board Secretary. 
 
 
 
Attested By:                    ____________________________ 
                                            Board President 
 
 
                                            ____________________________ 
                                            Board Clerk 
 


